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PREFACE. 

ÏN sending forth this Volume I feel I cannot plead for 
it usefulness^ philosophical interest, or the promulgation 
of new ideas. To be instructive and amusing at one 
and the same time is indeed difficult, therefore if I attain 
one of thèse ends, that of amusing my readers, T shall 
haye gratified my highest ambition. 

CHRONIQUEUSE. 



Paris, 
January 1, 1861. 
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Depaxtore of Soldiers for Itaiy — ^Ëmprâs commended ''to the 
charge of the People" — ^Perpétuai Motion of Fashion — And 
Old-FasMoned Mantflfa reriTed— The New Fonirean, or Old 
Casaque — ^LitUe Bonnets— Exhibition of Paintings at the 
Pahds de Tlndnstrie — ^Thé Gardens of Paris — New Gomedy 
bj George Sand — ^Halcyon days of Lodging-house Keepers 
— The"01dGnard." 

Paris, Wednesday, May 4, 1859. 
Webe the traveller who lefl Paris a fortnight ago snddenly to 
retum to that noted City of Pieasures, he would oertainly be 
astonished at the wonderful change wrought in so sbort a time 
in the gênerai aspect of the town. Not that the beautifol; 
palaces» magnifioent gardens, and fairy-like foontains baye 
changed their places ; not that there are f ewer or less bril- 
liant équipages in the Bois de Boulogne; not that the bea» 
monde ia less gay, but the army — that great, and, in Palis» 
conspicuous body of men — is in the busûe and confusion 
which always foUows a déclaration of war. The soldier who . 
used to stroU so leisurdy and gaily along the principal streets» 
occasionally bestowing a benîgnant smile on some j)erambn- 
latory nuraery-maid, or beartily shakiug hands witbacom-, 
lade, bas now oiber and more serions things to think of ; the^ 
«ursexy-maid is passed unbeeded and uncared-for, and the, 
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comrade receiyes but a hasty nod of récognition. The Frenck 
are deddedly a martial people — the soldiers seem perfectly 
delighted at the idea of war ; bat affecting scènes may be 
wilneesed almost eyery night at the I^ns Eailwayierminua, 
when the moment of partîng cornes and the final good- 
bye bas to be said. Eathers parting firom children, hna- 
bands from wives, brothers from sisters, would make the 
scène heart-rending, were it not that those left behind, and 
whom one would imagine quite crushed and hopeless, seem, 
on the contvBiy, perfeetly imbued wiâi ^he idea tfaat the 
pariing relative is certain to come badc (and soon, tod) with 
the '* épaulettee " which eyery 'French soldter so desires. 

The Emperor's proclamatbn, issued yesterday, has'been 
leceiyed with the greatest enthusiasm. His speaking of 
Jeaying the Empress and the Prince Impérial " to the charge 
of the people " was certainly a most happy idea ; for every 
Frenchman will now feel that the Empress and Prince are 
eonfided to him personally, and wîU aét accordingly. It was 
ikoiight that the Emperor would leaye on Saturday for the 
sent of war, but the report nowis that next Thursday is the 
di^ &ed for his Majesty's departure. On Tuesday efyening 
tiiere was a réception at the Tuileries, which exceeded iu 
brillianoy any given this year. The Diplomatie Corps was 
wéll represented — while a large number of private indiyiânaLi 
— 4]ie éHie of Frenâi sociéty — were présent. The 'Empress 
was looking most loyely, having lost the air of &tigue which 
c&eliad before Lent. 

In spite of the pre-occupation of mind-which the approadi- 
ingwarmust occasion Her lifajesty, T t^bsenre'thatsfae stiH 
continues to be the leader of the iashion, and her toilettes 
ttis spring are, if possible, more recherché than ever. It has 
bem «ridibat perpétud motion was an xmpossibiHiT'': bttt the 
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QBeeaâîiig change of fiisbions in Paris certamly must (XHivinoe 
fffea the most iiuredulous that the Paris dressmakens hâve 
Kndered perpétuai motion practicable. They are now bring- 
if g in fashion mantillas of certainly fifteen, if not twenty 
years baek. Who does not remember the black silk man- 
tillas with loi^ tabs in front, and loose flovring baok, whose 
only décoration was a small flounce of the same material ? 
In faet, almost the semé shape as the modem circular doak, 
ezicept beihg fastened up at the arms with black silk braid* 
ing, which leaves the hands quite uncovered. This simple 
garment is very pretty, and quite the rage for moming cos- 
tume ; the same shape made of black silk, embroidered with 
jet beadsi and trimmed with a deep row of guipure or Chan- 
tilly kce^ is of the best possible tastè for the " toilette ha- 
billée." The '' Parisiennes " seem determined to make them- 
selves more of the churn shape than ever, as ail skirts to 
dresses are now made in gores, being wide at the bottom and 
gradually diminishing till there remain few if any gathers to 
be sewn into the body. This mania for gore skirts bas 
brought the " Fourreau " into great favour, though it was at 
first fieared it would not take. The '' Fourreau " is nothing 
môre nor legs than an elongated casaque» or long Basque, 
which has been so fashionable for several seasons» except that 
the former cornes quite down to thefeet, isfastened up the front 
with large buttons, and an under skirt of the same material 
3s oonsequently not reqoired. The sleeve which is made for 
this handsome, but perhaps peculiar dress, is the long Yéne« 
tian, or, as they lui?e re-named it» " Magician sleeve," eut 
very far up the arm, so that the whole of the undersleeve may 
be seen. 

Closed nndersleeves are decidedly in vogue this spring ; it 
«as thoQghty aUhough the linen dosed sleeves had mftt witii^ 
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8uch gênerai favour in the winter, that as soon as spring, with 
her génial breezes should corne, the open muslin aleeve would 
again be resorted to; but, alas ! for the expectation of th6 
làngirei (who delight in tbe wide sleeve, on account of the 
qnantity of lace it requires), the closed aleeve still reigna 
snpreme for walking or carriage dress, while the flowing sleeve 
ia oonfined to dinner or eveniug toilette. 

Bonnets seem to be rather smaller than in the winter, 
and our English heUeê still persist in saying that one of thèse 
fine days Madame Ode Laure, or Hooquet, will tum ont as a 
neu) idea the unfortnnate little bonnet (P) which bas been so 
in YOgue in London this last year ; l^ut I doubt it greatly, 
for although the ** crush " is very becoming to some faces 
(and especially to the round, rosy ones of the Ënglish girls), 
its back view is too ugly ever to be adopted by the tasty 
French modistes. 

The Exhibition of Paintings of Living Artists at the 
Palais de l'Industrie is still drawing crowds of appréciative 
and discriminating visitors. The Exhibition is generally 
considered better than the one two years ago, although many 
of the celebrated artists who generaUy contribute hâve nothing 
this year. The admission is free on Sundays, so as to give 
ail classes a chance of seeing and admiring the Works of art, 
and it is estimated that over forty thousand persons yisited 
the Exhibition last Sunday. The order that is preserved by 
thèse people is something wonderful; they pass in quietly 
and peaceably, look at the pictures quickly (for they know 
there are others waiting outside for admission), and, in fact, 
condnct themselves in a manner thnt might be well imitated 
by many of the persons who come on the pay days. 

It is only when the weather will hâve beoome însufferably 
hot that the citizens of Paris will appreciate the beantîAil 
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Kiffden wfaich has been laid oui so recently behind the Palais 
de Flndastrie ; in fact, it is in a rather out-of-the-way place, 
and for that very reasoa, will be more agreeable than many 
others more exposed. The cbildren bave found it ont, though, 
and are only waiting for tbe fountain to be finished, to make 
it a grand playground ; I am sure in theîr little bearts tbey 
bless tbe Emperor Napoléon for ail tbe beautiful places be bas 
caused to be made for tbeir gratification and well-being. Tbe 
Prè Catalan, tbe fairy-like garden in tbe Bois de Boulogne, 
bas been moat splendidiy decorated tbis year, and draws 
crowds of tbe promenaders in tbe Bois, wbo seem never tired 
of listening to tbe inspiriting strains of tbe regimental bands 
and looking at the graceful danseuses in tbe " Théâtre des 
Ileurs." It is certainly a pleasant place of amusement, and 
becomes doubly so wheu tbe beat of tbe weatber rendors 
tbeatre-going impossible. 

The opéra season at tbe "Italiens" is over, tbougb"Po]iuto" 
would doubtless bave been attractive for some time to corne. 
Mme. Penco bas made berself quite a favourite, wbile Tam- 
berlik is as great a pet as ever among tbe opera-goers. Tbe 
*' Gymnase," generally supposed to be a favourite place of 
amusem^t for tbe Empress, bas been giving a three act 
comedy by Madame George Sand, entitled " Maguerite de St. 
Gemme." Tbe comedy is delicateiy and carefuUy written, 
but its utter want of action will prevent its ever becoming a 
standard play. It is a pity that Madame Sand will persist 
inmaking her beroines suob strong-minded women ; jsar eon- 
àfquenù^ her heroes so weak-minded. The character of Mar- 
guerite is certainly one to admire, but the commisération 
that one bas for tbe good-hearted, but weak-minded busband, 
lâkes away irom tbe gênerai good efPect that the play woud 
Àilierwise create. Madame Bose Chéri plays tbe principal 
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dharackdr wiih {preat spirit, and is, nndoabtedly, one of ^tfae 
very beet oomMêmne» oa the ï^itmoh stage. M. Dupuîs» the 
favourite oomediau of this théâtre, ha» a râle whieh is totally 
uniMuriby his well known ability . The otber théâtres hâve no- 
tfaing new; the ''Bouffes Parisiens/' the troupe of comedians 
who wttre so well received in London a couple of seasoas ago« 
are, givîng the 200th représentation of " Orphée aux Enfers." 
The théâtre is so very small that this is not ai ail surprising, 
though the extravagant priées for seats mu^ make it a good 
thing for the manager. 

The famished lodging-house ke^rs are now in the 
greatest glee. They imagine that the war in Italy will pre-* 
vent ail people of fortune who usually visit the " sunny 
olime " at this season of the year, carrying ont their intention, 
and that they will come to Paris instead. They may not be 
mistaken. I hope they are not. I bave often wondered at 
Fashion's strange freaks. Just at the time when Paris is most 
beautiful, mostgreen, most inviting, Fashion's votariesareoff 
to some disagreeable sunny wateriog-place, making themselveé 
as uncomfortable as possible in small dark rooms in that most 
unpleasant of ail places — a Freuch hôtel. 

To-day being the anniversary of the death of Napoléon^ 
numbers of the " Old Guard " may be seen, in their peculiar 
uniform, dating back to the time of the First Empire, sur- 
rounding the column in the Place Yendome, and leaving 
each his little crown of immortelles as his tribute of respect 
to the memory of their great leader. 
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D^fMaeture pf the Emperor for the Seat of War— Tlie Oj^en^ 
TamBerliFs fàmous G sharp — ^The Bace-CoiiTse— -T%b OH 
H^iT'^n and tfae New Boan— How* Araneer treats her ''ta* 
sons"— Tbe Biîncess Glotilde— The Little Frmoor tanii; 
gà B tog wpt fe d*-llle lÉDcnt Hdm^ aa EvBiiiiig^W«lk.îndAB 
IHalflBm^GanioBfth-iiFamflaaâai^^ fiduhitbiK»- 

Paris, Saturday, May 14, ISfiQi 
ThB' âepurtore of tlie Bn^^aror for Itaty took pkoe yeateidigr 
ai' sis o^olock in tbe aftemoon. As early as thiee ail. the 
stieeta fiont tiie Palaee to the Lym» Bailway torminua won 
Imed witii people anxions to gei a ^ew. of thnr Sovefeigii 
befoie he lefit them for the seat. of war^ Owing to the kuid»> 
neas of a fri^ad at Court, our party was aUowed to eut» the 
Dépôt, and' we oonaequeiitly had an excelleat yiew of theîr 
Mi^eetiea ^a tfaey anrived» aiightod, and enterod the bmldinpi 
as weU as theîr rec^ion by the ndlway offieiala and theîr 
entranee înto tfae carnages. The raiiway terminus waa beaib- 
tifttlly fitted up with flags and gold ^dds bearing the 
Impérial azms, and tbe ordinary waiting^TOom was arsanged 
in a most tastefni and charmîng mamier. We were oblîged 
io lea^e oor caRÎage befoie amving at the Dépôt, as the 
streets and squares were so blocked up with people Uiat ta 
penetrate the living mass was an imposâbility. At half-past 
fire the Empemr and (contrary to expeetation) the Empraaa 
amyed: Her Majesty had resolved to go as far as Montereaa* 
with the Smperor^ dmethere, andrefcamintheeirenîngat tau 
a'dook. Sbe waa aecompanied by her ladiee of honou^ wlu 
» to letum with her. The Brkeeas Glotîldar eanrto tdBS 



lesve of lier Impérial coiuort, as also of the Bmpeior and 

EmpresB, but sbe left almoat immediately, aooompamed by 

tlie Prince Jérôme. The Empress seemed veiy much affected 

— ^tears oonrsed their way unrestrainedly down lier cheeks, 

and the efforts of the Emperor to dieer her seemed but to 

make her more inconsolable. As the Impérial train left, lond 

cries of " Vive l'Empereur !" " Vive l'Impératrice !" firom the 

people greeted one's ears and mingled with the martial strains 

of tiie r^imental band outside. The soene altogether was a 

sad one — the Empress's were not the onl^ tears that flowed. 

Hany a sad wife gazed on her husband's retieating fivm — 

that husband who was going to the battlè-field, never perhaps 

to see the loved wife again. It is useless to dwell on thèse 

things, but it is astonishing how we lose our nationality, and 

become, as we should, like sister and sister, when we see our 

fèllow-beings under the influence of great sorrow. I am sure 

we sympathised with ail our hearts with our weeping neigh^ 

bour ; it never once oocurred to us that she was Erench-^ 

thing that might hâve piesented itself to our minds had we 

seen her laughing immoderately, a fault which French kdies 

unfortunately hâve. But to-day ail was changed, and it was 

proved that they hâve as much sentiment as people of other 

nations. It is said that the Empress was exceedingly anxious 

to go with the Emperor, and had it not been that her duties 

as Begent retained her in Paris, she would certainly hâve 

yiélded to her desires. 

In spite of the war and the departure of the Emperor» 
Paris continues as gay as ever. The " Italiens," though the 
*'positively last night" was announced a fortnight ago, still 
keeps on with Madame Penco and Tamberlik on Sistori's off- 
nights. Last Eriday the Empress, the Prinoess ClotQde, and 
Prince Napoléon honoured with their présence the last per- 
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formanoe of Polmto. The house was crowded to excess, aad 
the opéra was rçceived with screams of applause ; the well- 
loaQWii coldness of the audience of the Italiens renders this 
drcunfistanoe doobly flattering to the artists. After PoUuio^ 
Tamberlik and Corsi sang the '' duo " from Otdhy in which 
Tamberlik gives his famous C sharp. He was compelled to 
repeat this wonderfuUy high note three times for the enrap- 
tored Patisians, and flowers and wreaths of lauiel, decorated 
with ribbons, were thrown to the smiling performer, who 
bowed his thanks, first to the Impérial box, and then to the 
auditory. The Impérial party seemed greatly pleased at the 
performance, often during the evening giving the signal for 
applause. 

The last running of the spring meeting came off last 
Sunday (don't be shocked, dear reader, it's always Sunday 
that they choose for the racing-day in Paris) at the Bois de 
Boulogne. The Emperor and Empress were présent at it. 
The stands were crowded to excess, and even the resenred 
space in front of them was occupied by ladies. Within the 
ropes there was a large number of carnages and horsemen. 
Count de Momy, the Minister of State, the Minister of 
Agriculture and Commerce, the Prefect of the Seine, the 
Prefect of Police, and Marshal Magnan were présent to meet 
the Emperor, nearly ail of them in unif(»in. The ronning 
for the Emperor's Stakes was very good, and was won by 
Madame Letache de Fa/s Bièvre. 

We haye had several " premières représentations " at the 
différent théâtres, but the pièces given hâve really been so 
poor that they are not worth notidng. In fact, I suppose 
the managers think it unnecessary to go to the trouble to find 
good pièces, as their théâtres are always fuU, let the play be 
ever so bad. The Paxisian is a theatre-going biped : take 
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£Dom him any amusement bat that, and lie giumUea not^ Irat 
..tbe tlieatre must be yisited at ail bazards. 

It ha» beeu thoiight as good as a play to aee the crawds 
of pavons who daily assemble at tbe diiferent places appointed 
£aar reœiying the subscriptiou to the new loan of 500,000,00Qf. 
It is said that at one plaoe alone, the *' Crédit Foneier," the 
aabscriptions wiU quite cover the desired sum. It is amuaing' 
to see old women, who hâve bosght ten francs' worth of 
BetUe^ walk away wîth the proud bearing of persons who 
hâve benefited their country*. they each and ail think that 
they are aiding the cause of Italy by the ten francs they hâve 
disbursed. Accounts from the provinces state that, as in 
Paris, the eagemess to take part ia the loan is greater than 
on any similar occasion. The English joumals who persisted 
in saying that the French nation was bankrupt, must now own 
tiieir error in seeiug this unmistakeable proof to the oontrajry. 

The Lamartine sùbscription bas been dosed by the 
express désire of M. de Lamartine. In a letter to the Pre»- 
dent of the Sùbscription Fund, the offended poet déclares 
iàat bis knowledge of bis dévotion to France will suffice him ; 
that bis country bas not responded to his call, and he tfao- 
roughly despises it in conséquence. It is to be regretted that 
a person of such undeniable talent as M. de Lamartine 
Àould bave acted in the untoward manner that he bas done 
during the wbole of this " sùbscription *' affair. His réitération 
of a détermination to leave a country which bas treated so un- 
gratefully one of her ** best sons " (to use his own expression), 
and his never canying his détermination into effect, bas made 
his name a perfect jest in France at the présent time. One 
is surprised that a poet who made his hero in '' Joœlyn** 
resign his fortime in such a magnanimous manner should ht 
hîmself so little imbued with the aame spirit. 



!Bhe Ffineess Glotilde wOl soonibe in the eojoysMnfc of « 
faikony wfaîdi will eoàHàt lier to. hav« a fine yiew in Ynnam 
^beetioBS orer Pans. Workmen are noir bnaily engaged m 
erecting it for lier Impérial Higlmess ; when finished ii w3l 
be:«prared and- will eatead to the Galerie d'Orléans, in the 
Balak Bojal» cofimnHinîcaiiBg witk Fxinee Napoleon's apait»- 
ment^. 

A large crowd assemoMed^yeaterday on the Boulevard das 
ItaUens, to get a peep at the little Frinoe as he entered the 
pliotc^raphic establishment of Disderi and Co. His little 
Highness was going tO' hâve his portrait taken, in ail profasr 
bâity/to be given to the Emperor to take away with Mm. He 
ie a sweet diild ; and, although not yet four years old, one 
wonld almost imagine that he knew already who he is, so dig*^ 
nified is his bearing and so diary is he of his smiles. 

An impérial deeree published yesterday in the Moniteur, 
the officiai journal, eonfers the Begeney on the Empreas 
during his Majesty's absence; another deeree eonfers on 
Prinee Jérôme, in the abs^icè of the Empress Begent, the 
presidentship of the Privy Council and of the Council of 
Ministers; and a further deeree orders that a statue to the 
memory of the late Baron de Humboldt shall be placed in the 
galleryof the Palace of Versailles. 

A new System of lighting by electricity was tried last 
Saturday in the principal "allée" of the garden of the 
Tuileries. The brilliancy was so great that persons standing 
on the Plaee de la Concorde could readily read the inscription 
of the Obelisk, while those near the apparatos looked as if 
their sombre vestments were suddenly changed to the purest 
white. It was amusing to see the astouishment of the pro- 
menaders in the Champs Elysée, who could oot account for 
the extraordinary brilliancy in the garden, and who ail seemed 
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to concur in the opinion that it was some peculiar fireak of 
the moon. It would hâve been, indeed, peculiar to hâve seen 
lier silver ladyship walking about in the avenues of the 
Tuileries. 

This evening, ai the Grand Hôtel Du Louvre, Madame 
Ouerrabella, the well-known songstress, gives her fb*8t concert. 
Madame Guerrabella is an American lady of great beauty and 
talent> and was attached to the Italian Opéra last season. 
Her ibrst appearance was a very successful one, and proved 
that her voice was as rich in quality as her face is in beauty. 
Madame Gtierrabella is assisted by Madame Bistori and other 
artists of talent. Ibelieve she contemplâtes visiting London^ 
when you will hâve an opportunity of testiug the tmth of my 
remarks. 

The Exhibition is still daily crowded to excess. The 
artists whose pictures are badly placed are looking forwar^ 
anxiously for the end of the six weeks, at whieh time an 
entire re-arrangement is to take placée but those who ax^ 
now pleased with the places aUotted their pictures are o£ 
course as unhappy as possible. But they should be gênerons 
enough not to grumble, as they hâve had the field so long to 
themselves. 

The Figaro of to-day gives a short biography of BosweU, 
the English clown, who has been for the last three years tbe; 
pet of the drcus-going oommunity of Paris. He died on the 
Ist of May of an attack of apoplexy. He was deeply ren 
gretted by his fellow-riders and clowns, and has perhaps done 
more to make the English liked in Paris than many an iadi* 
vidual occupying a much higher sphère of action. 
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LETTER III. 

Immense snccess of the New Loan— Parisian enthusiasm on the 
Waar Question—- Extortionate Newsvendors — ^The Exhibition 
of Faintings — Crinoline at a Biscoont — Theatrical Qossip— « 
" Man is a Eickie Créature " — ^The Lamartine Eund— ELowers 
V. Lanrels — ^The Empress Eegent. 

Paris, Wednesday; May 18, 1859. 
Ths greatest and most important news I can commimicate 
to-day is the sum which has been realized at the différent 
bureans, and which constitutes the "newloan of 500 mil- 
lions/' The great désire which has been manifested by ail 
classes to subscribe, proYCs more than the most éloquent 
words the patriotism and the wealth of France. The daOy 
papers are now repeating in mocking tenus the advice of the 
Tkneê to English capitalists, whenthat journal so strongly re- 
commended them not to take part in the loan. The Pairie 
of last evening thinks that it was *' not yery apropos in tbe 
Mommg Herald to speak so ill of the Erench finances the very 
day before the Moniteur was to announce to France and to 
Europe the enormous figure of the national loan." It cer- 
tainly shows that the French people did not take the advice 
of the Times, as the Emperor had only askedfor 500 millions, 
and the resuit is 2,500 millions — ^fiye times the amount de- 
manded. It was a strange sight, the long line of human be- ' 
ings who crowded the streets in ail directions near the sub- 
scribing bureaus ; the most singular of ail was to see them lie 
quietly down on the parement as soon as night came on and 
wait their tum, which, to the last corners, seldom arrived be- 
fore moming. 

That the war is a popular one in France^ there can be na 
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doubt. Since the departure of the Emperor, thç Ëmpress is 
anxiously awaited daily at the gâtes of the Palace, by crowds 
of her subjects, désirons of testifying to her Majesty the iu- 
terest and affectionate lespect th^ bear her. It aj^peais ihat 
the Impérial progvess to theseat of war bas been as greàt an 
ovation as that from the Toilâiies to the Lyons Bailiray Ter- 
minus. AU the '' PicUmds'* of the %redc---the MondelUttstré^ 
^Illustration, Sec. hâve euts representing the soene in the 
Place de k Bastille,'"^ when the working people attempted to 
unhamess the horses in his Majesl^'s carnage aud substitute 
themselves to drag him to the station. In tmth, any fbreigner 
could not but haye been stnick at the manifestations of 
loyalty displayed upon this occurrence. Shouts of "I will 
touch hint !" " Gk)d bless the beaefactor of his people !" 
" Well take care of your wife and child !" were to be heard 
on ail sides ; and the streaming eyes of the Empress, and 
évident émotion of the Empejror, diowed how deeply the 
Impérial husband and wife were moved at the exciting scène. 
I wiU not speak of the ad vices from the seat of war — in fact,, 
theiy are unin^ortant, as no engagement has as yet takea 
place. It is évident that the Paris public is wrought up to 
the highest pitch of eoEcitement, as the little newspaper boxes, 
or kiosks, on the Boulevards are daily (and nightly) crowded 
with anxious buyers. You go for your afbemoon walk, and 
happy are you if you are not most unceremoniously jostled at 
at overy tum by a " Monsieur" who, lost in the dêpihs of the 
Pairie, is walking on unconscious of everything that passes 
aroond him ; the customary " Pardon Madame," is qdte for- 
gotten, and on strides the news-seeking gentleman to his 
home, 

I intended to speak, in my last letter, of a species of ex*' 
tottion practised by the Paris newsvendo» ainoe the.«ews 
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o0&e war bas been about. The ordinary priée of tlie Faêrigy 
Pi^#, and Fresse îs three sous, but now that the papcrs hove 
really something of interest in them, the unscrupulous mar^ 
eiands ask fiye, six, and even seven sous. It is rather haid 
to buy thèse journals ail the year round when they haye no 
earthly news or interest in them, and then as soon as they 
ha¥e, because of existing cireurostances, something that would 
really make one désire to read them, the priée is augmented. 
I perceive that yesterday they had corne down to the usual 
priée, which was probabiy caused by the fact that the papers 
in question had warned the public against encouraging thèse 
people, and begging the buyers to corne to the office of the 
jonmals, where copies might be had at the usual price. 

The Exhibition of Fine Arts, after having been opcn the 
apecîfied six weeks, has now closed its doors for an entire le- 
hatnging and re-arrangement of the pictures and statues. One 
lai^ painting will be admitted, as was the understanding at 
the opening of the Exhibition. This picture, which is called 
the " Courtine de MalakofiF," by M. Tvon, will bé, I suppose, 
another of the immense battle scènes which this artist is so fond 
of painting. One would think that if "practice makes peiv 
fect," M. Tvon must certainly be perfect in painting sœnes 
from the Crimean war. The one now on exhibition, entitled 
" La Gorge de Malakoff," and the one about to be received, 
wcre ordered by the Emperor for the Galleiy of Versailles. It 
is generally supposed that M. Tvon wiU be the récipient of 
the gold medal awarded by the Jury of the Exhibition. It 
was he who carried ofp that prize^two years ago. 

The extremely unpleasant rainy weather has retarded the 
spring fashions, which were beginning to bud so beautifuïïy 
wîth the opening flowers at the commencement of the month. 
The Tain keeps ]patteriifg down incessanily, and the Champs 
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Elysées and Bois de Boulogne look quite deserted. Of course 
those ladies who do venture ont are ail dressed in the con- 
venient black, wHch toilette Prencli ladies always hâve e» 
réserve for just such weather as tbe présent. I see that many 
of thèse oracles (as far as fashion goes) aie having their crape 
or China shawls dyed black, and trimmed with two rows (or 
even one) of lace, which makes them hâve qidte the same effect 
as the garment that " Dienlafait/' and other of our noted 
shops are selling for 300 francs. So if any of my readers 
baye thèse shawls, let them be taken to the dyers immedia.tely^ 
for it is considered veiy mauvais genre to wear the shawl in 
its original color (white) at présent. A sprinkling of jet 
beads with the embroidery gives a rich effect. In the absence 
of lace, deep fiinge may be nsed, but the fringe of the shawl 
itself looks poor and thin after dying. The rage for gored 
skirts still continues, and many of the leaders of fashion are 
making their appeaxance (whenever the weather will allow 
them) sans crinoline. I need not say that thèse ladies wen^ 
the first to adopt the aboyé much-abused article of ladies' ap* 
parel, and are now the first to leave it off — and leaye it off in 
the fullest sensé of the expression — ^without eyen the stiffened 
jujpons which were used before the adyent of crinoline. Per- 
haps it was becau&e the ladies were particularly graceful, per-- 
haps for the noyelty of the thing ; but I must confess (albeit a; 
crinoline wearer) that the heavy folds of the robe which fell 
naturally as the lady walked, qmte made me think that the 
crinoline was not such an improyement after ail. Be this as 
it may, I observe that her Majesty the Empress B^ent still 
dings to the crinoline, and no one will deny her having a 
graceful appearance. Bonnets are being made more and more 
simple. Those of straw or horse-bair are veiy pretty, trim-, 
med with a black silk ourtaiii, red and blaok poppies on om» 
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side, and black stiings, with the " Empress wreath," which. 
goes across the top of the insîde cap, made of small red and 
black poppîes. English ladies comîng to Paris are astonîshed 
at the quantity of black used by the Trench ladies in almost 
every article of their dress, and still more astonished at its 
not giving them a sombre-looking toilette. It is because aU 
the other colours in the dress or bonnet are so very briUiant 
that the black merely has the effect of softening them down. 
Black is a very becoming colour, and might be successfullj 
introduced by the London milliners. A new colour, called 
the " Mauve Impératrice,^* which is not qnite a violet, but 
something between the lilac and the violet, has been intro- 
duced by the ribbon merchants, and is now extending to 
dresses. It is a beàutiful colour ; but to those of my'readers 
who are in the habit of putting on their dresses or bonnets 
more than once or twice, I would recommend a more durable 
shade, as it fades dreadfully. 

Theatricals are flourishing (when are they not in Paris P) 
In fact, the bad weather keeps people away from the fashion- 
able and respectable garden, the Pré Catalan, and, of course, 
from the gardens of a lower grade as well ; and as the Parisian 
must hâve pleasure, he Aies to the théâtre, his favourite win- 
ter resort. We hâve had two new comic opéras produced 
within the past'week — one at the Opéra Comique, to play on 
the ofT-nights of the Fardon de Ploërmel; and the other at the 
Lyrique, with Madame Ugalde as the heroine. They are 
about up to the standard of French comic opéras, and do not 
deserve more than a passing notice. A new comedy in 
verse, called Souvent Homme Varie (a libéral translation of 
which is "Manisafickle créature"), has been produced al 
the Français, and has had a fair success. In fact, the corne ^ 
dians of the Français are so perfect in every particular-''' 
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dress, action, words, and ail that is reqnired for the stage» 
tbat tbe poorest pièce is made médiocre, and those médiocre 
seem to be chef d'tmvres. I could be very eulogistic as re*- 
gards the attention to small cbaracters, tbe little notbings 
tbat make up tbe wbole of tbe Français ; but it suddenly 
occurs to me tbat perbaps I am not tbe first, and certainly 
not tbe most able, writer wbo bas been struck by ibis. So I 
refrain, witb only a word of advice to young actors and 
actresses of ail countries — Go and take a lesson at tbe Fran- 
çais. I see tbat Madame Miolan Garvalbo is about to make 
her first appearance in your good city ; you will bave an op- 
portunity of bearing a most exquisite singer — ^a voice wbich 
possesses ail tbe flexibility wbicb cbaracterises tbat of Miss 
Louisa Pyne, and at tbe same time finer and more délicate, 
if possible ; for tbat queen of Englisb song bas a great ad- 
mirer in tbe person of your bumble correspondent. Madame 
Fen-aris, tbe great danseuse, makes ber re-appearance tbis 
evening on tbe boards of tbe Grand Opéra, in tbe ballet of 
Sacountala. Sbe is a great favoorîte witb tbe tbeatre going 
oommunity, tbougb I fear (for ber sake) tbat Miss Emma 
livry, tbe furore of tbis winter, bas eclipsed ber in tbe Terp* 
sicborean art. 

Tbe report of tbe définitive dosing of tbe Lamartine Fnnd 
is contradicted in to-day's Presse. Tbe only tbiug tbat could 
bave given rise to tbe idea, says tbat journal, is tbat ''to 
avoid tbe expense of rent, paying officiais, &c., M. Lamartine 
will receive subscriptions bimself at bis own bouse in tbe Eue 
de la Ville l'Eveque/' Some of tbe papers said tbat tbe un- 
fortuuate poet bad realised tbe sum of 400,000 francs by tbe 
appeal to tbe public, but tbis, it appears,is not true. 

Many bans mots are being recounted by tbe relatives of 
offioera wbo are now gone to Italy, as having occuned ta 



PS0T06EAPH8 OV tÂjOS LUS. IS 

themoii'tke way. Irepeat toyoa thefoUowîa^: Aeiftie* 
giment was passing through Nice, some young, and of eoura^ 
beautifol ladies (it would destroy the romance of the thing if 
tliey were not beautifol), were throwing bouquets of flowe» 
down upon the heads of the retreating officers. '* Thankg» 
thanks/' replied one of thèse last, " thanks for your beautiful 
flowers, when we corne back we'll bring you laurels in rc- 
tum/' I hâve rcpeated this anecdote merely to shovv you 
that the abové-mentioned gentleman had a good opinion of 
himself and took care to make it known. Joking apart, this 
eertainty of snccess is often the very thing that mafaes sucoeav. 
The !PVench soldier is a good one ; he knows it ; he teDs it ; 
he boasts of it; and, of course, when put to the test he cannot 
prove himself unworthy of the good name he has been giving 
himself. The officer who said to the young ladies that he 
would bring back laurels to them, will remember that remark 
on the battle-field and try amd redeem his promise. I may 
mention: hère that the troops who are leaving for Italy aie 
ordered to leave their great coats behind, as it is supposed 
that they wiU not be necessary, and it relie?es the men df a 
great weight. 

Since the departore of the Emperor ail decrees aresib» 
mitted to the Empress. It may interest your readen to 
know the fonn of signature adopted by her Majesty in hero»» 
paoity of Empress-Begent. Slie signa thus : — 

" Pour l'Empereur, 
'* Et en vertn des pouvoirs qu'il nous a conféra 
Signé Eugénie/* 

This is countersigned by the Minister as follows : — 

<<Far rimpëratrice B^ente, 
Le Ifinistre/*^ &c. 

o 2 
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Decrees and formai acts are drawn oui in the foUowing 
tenns :— • 

"Eugénie, Impératrice des Français, Régente de l'Empire, 
par délégation de sa Majesté Napoléon III., Empereur des 
Français par la grâce de Dieu et la volonté nationale," &c., &c. 



LETTER lY. 



Présent aspect of Paris — Characteristics of the Frenclunan — ^The 
War News — W\\j do EngUsh Artists not paint for the Paris 
Exhibition? — Movements of the Court— Coïdness between 
the Empress aud Princess Clotilde — Spread of Protestantism 
in France — ^A " Scène " in the Opéra Comique — ^The French 
" Derby " — ^The Suinmer Fashions. 

Paris, Wednesday, May 25, 1859. 

Now that the great body of troops ordered off to Italy has 
left, Paris has resumed its old aspect.- War is blowing her 
brazen trumpets ai but a short distance from Franœ's frontiers; 
the belligerent forces are, in fàct, face to face, scarcely a 
family can be found which has not some one of its dearest 
members at the scène of action; and yet, in appearanoe, at 
least, everything is going on in Paris as if nothing had oc- 
cured. The Frenchman goes to his. business, to bis pleasures, 
with a tranquillity which is not affected. There is still the 
greatest activity at the Bourse ; the allées of the Bois de 
Boulogne are still crowded with the same promenaders ; the 
théâtres are filled to overflowing. One would almost be in- 
duced to think that the Parisians were quite ignorant of what 
was taking place in Italy — ail is calm, but this calm is not 
indifférence; for let it but be reported on the Boulevard 
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that startling news bas arrived from Piedmont, and the strol- 
ling and nonchalant gentlemen, wbo is smoking his afternoon 
cigar in the crowded thoroughfare, appearing to be lost in 
admiration of the already green trees, tbe cbarms of bis before 
dinner ** absintbe " or tbe pleasures of a gay evening, after 
a fatiguing day, will precipitate bimself towards one of tbe 
news-venders' stalîs, bastiJy purcbase tbe Journal du aoir and 
eagerly searcb for tbe desired information ; be is no longer tbe 
same man ; strange contrast ! It is but among Parisians tbat 
one can see snob variability of cbaracter ; in tbe midst of events 
wbicb are of tbe greatest moment to tbem tbey are stiU faitb- 
ful to tbeir old babits ; tbey pass from tbe most liyely émotion 
to tbe most complète stoicism, in a space of time almost 
incredible for its sbortness. But witb ail tbis, tbe war is 
undoubtedly tbe subject of ail conversations. It is true one 
may still ônd persons wbo, in spite of tbe great question, 
speak of music, tbe fine arts, sciences, or " belles lettres," but 
nnconsciously even tbese common-places lead to tbe ail 
engrossing topic — ^tbe war. 

Yesterday moming's Moniteur pubHsbes tbe officiai report 
of General Porey on tbe combat of Montebello. Tbe French 
seem very proud of tbis victory wbicb, it is said, was gained by 
6,000 of tbem, over 15,000 Austrians. Tbe loss on the 
Austrian side is estimated by tbe Erencb at 2,000 killed and 
wouQded, wbile their adversaries report but between 600 or 
700 from tbeir ranks. Tbe conduct of tbe Piedmontese 
cavabry on the occasion of tbis battle is bighly extolled. Prince 
Napoléon bas issued a proclamation on board tbe Eeine 
Hortense, to the inhabitants of Tuscany, in wbicb be repeats 
to them tbat the '^ ouly object tbat Prance, satisfied witb her 
présent. greatness, had, was toknow tbat there wasafriendly 
people at her frontiers who would owe tbeir régénération to the 
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Jbnpenr Ni^oleon III/' Thèse aie &ir pvomiflflfi^ èat «ill 
Aey be fulfiiled ? Time will show, but in the meaawhileoQX 
BatnrAl syropaihy iafor the nation stniggling for Independenoe. 

A te2e^ram in this morning's Mmiiêur infoEms us that 
Anstrian prisoners taken in the batUe ef Monlebello haye 
heen sent to Genoa, from which pkoe they wall be taken to 
iftarseilles. The (^cial journal assures us that the Empoor 
isaused a large snni of money to be distnbuted to thèse un« 
fcrtunates. 

The Exhibition of Fine Arts re-opened its doors on Mon- 
day at twelve o'clock. The EmpresSyacoompaûed by sèmerai 
of her dames d'honneur, honoured it with her presenoe. It 
bas been a great disappointment to the English résidents in 
Paris to hâve had nothing from their celebrated artists at this 
exhibition. The French say the Ëiiglish are '' trop esàgumU^* 
and that that is the reason why their pictures are not exhibited. 
It is certaioly to be regretted that every other nation in the 
world is represented thisyear at the Pms Exhibition except- 
iug tbe English. What is the real reason ? It is said hère 
that the English artists were not ?rilling to ha^e their pictures 
critifiised by a Ereoch jury. Whatever may be the cause, 
ive ail r^et the £act of no English painter or sculpter having 
jient his chef d^ œuvre to the ** Exposition des Beaux Arts an 
Falais de l'Industrie." 

The departure of the Empress and Prince Impérial for 
St. Cloud is fixed Ibr the 26th of this month (io-morrow). 
Her Majesty ysïH receire the members of the Corps Légiabiti^ 
Koà the Deputies at balf-past one o'clock, just' beforeleaTing* 
JEsonediately after the departure (^ her Majesty and her 
household, the repairs, nrhich were commenced at the Tuile* 
ries last year, but stopped on the arrivai <^ the Court, will be 
reauned. The Pakoe of the Elysée being now quîÉe ^nh 
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{defted, the Itoperial family mil make that their town résidence, 
tâl the Taileries is pronouneed in a complète* state of repair. 
It is at the Palace of the Elysée that the Empress will préside 
over the Cooncil of Ministers this summer, nnless her Majesty 
fthould deem it expédient to conyoke them at St. Oload. It 
bas been said that the Princess Clotilde would accorapany her 
ICajesly, but this is probably not trac, as the officiai joamal 
speaks of the departure of the Empress Eegent and the Prince 
Impérial, and does not mention the young bride of Prince 
Napoléon. In fact, one is almost forced to think thattbere is 
▼ery little enieiUe oordiaîe between the two famUies, as, even. 
at the time when the liège lords of both are away, thèse Prin- 
cesses are never seen together except on great officiai occasions. 
The Princess Clotilde never accompanies the Empress in her 
drives ; and at many of the grand dinners given this winter 
at the Taileries the son and danghter-in-law of " the last sur- 
▼iving brother of the Emperor '* were not présent. Many 
acrmises are made as to the reason of this, but as the real 
eaase is not apparent I spare you the opinions which are 
ddly expressed. 

The Protestant religion is decidedly gaining ground rapidly 
ia France. A place of worsldp for believers in that faith has 
just been opened at Troyes, in présence 'of several ministers 
cf the Eeformed Ohurch, and a great concourse of persons of 
Ifae Protestant persuasion. The English chorch in the Bue 
d'Aguesseau is to be opened for divine worship on Sunday 
uext, when two sermons wiil be preached by the Eev. 
Prebendary Burgess, who is commissioned by the BisHop of 
London to officiate on the occasion. 

An exciting scène occurredthe other evening at the Opéra 
Comique. A woman, afterwards found to be insane, climbed 
over the railing of one of the upper tiers, but caught herself 
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by her hands, and remained hanging in this perilous position 
for several moments. Many persoim attempted to pull her 
back, but were unable, and it was évident that her strength 
was failing her, and that she most soon fall, when a power- 
fui man came forward, and suçceeded in dragging her back. 
I need not say that this circumstance was of so horrible a 
nature, that although the performance went on as if nothing 
had happened, many persons left the théâtre, and those who 
remained were not in the vein to enjoy an amusing play. 
Next Saturday a magniiîcent and varied performance will be 
given at the grand Opéra, for thebenefit of the retiredar^Ml^« 
and tfM[p%/« of this théâtre, The bill présents ail the well- 
known names in the singing world, while Mesdames Eosatij 
Ferraris, and Emma Livry will dance in the divertissement 

The French " Derby " took place last Sunday, at Chantilly, 
and was brilliantly attended. The winning horse, Blick 
Prince, was the property of the Count de la Grange. The 
giving of thèse and other sports on Sunday prevents tlie 
English and American résidents from participating in then. 

Yesterday the ** Société du sport Nautique " gave thwr 
annual regatta at Argenteuil for yachts under ten tons, k 
stong breeze ôrom the north-west favoured the race. Sixteea 
boats started and after a spirited contest, which lasted several 
hours, the Ariel, belonging to Mr. John Arthur, well-knowî 
in Paris as a house agent, won the cup and gold medal of 
honour. The Ariel was built by Messrs. Batsey and Sons, cf 
West Cowes. Mr. John Arthur was also the winner of the 
same race last year. On the name of the victorious yacht 
being pronounced, ail his numerous ûriends crowded round 
Mr. Arthur to congratulate him on the success of his beauti- 
fui little Arid. 

The splendid weather we hâve had for the last week, has 
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brought out the fine toilettes, so long retarded by the rain 
which fell so constantly during the early part of tbe month. 
One of the latest novelties in the way of ladies' dress is the 
voilette Clotilde, which is extremely pretty, and will certainly 
be very fashionable. This graceftd little ornament for the 
bonnet forms a veil in front and a sort of lace curtain which 
falls over one of silk behind. It is made of lace blonde, and 
is usuaUy white with black spots. A very pretty one may be 
had, at any of the fine mercenea, for ten francs. It is cer- 
tainly economical, for with la voilette Clotilde the bonnet 
requires very little other trimming. The Empress is taking 
advantage of the fine weather to appear in her favourite 
colour, the mauve or lilac. This aftemoon her Majesty wore 
a dress of this délicate shade, with bonnet to match ; a large 
shawl of Chantilly lace with two deep flounces of the same, 
completed the most exquisite carriage toilette. I observed 
that her Majesty has now positively adopted the shape (for 
bonnet) tha!t our best milliners tried so hard to induce last 
winter. This bonnet, which is of course christened the 
" chapeau Impératrice" is bent in at the sides so as almost 
to touch the cheeks ; while at the top of the head it is made 
as wide as it possibly can in proportion to the size of the 
wearer's face. It is extremely becoming to the Empress, 
although, with her large coiffure, at a short distance it makes 
her head look too large for her shoulders. An inverted 
triangle is a perfect représentation of the front view of this 
bonnet. On seeing this chapeau one is forcibly reminded of 
those queer toys that we ail hâve played with, which were made 
in the shape of a woman, who was no sooner set down on her 
feet than she immediately tumed over on her head, — which 
acrobatie feat was caused by some weight having been placed 
in that essential portion of her body to force her to make the 



M PHOTOOAAPHS OF PAEIS LIFE. 

Aunniersault iniended to smuae the juvfinik and adminiig fMir- 
ofaaaef 8. In a few words, then, one almost expects the ladies 
«rearing the new okapeau to tum quickly over ontheir heads, 
io the unqualîfied astonishment of ail beholdeis. The rtiûke à 
la weille having quiie gone oui, we haye naw inatead thermale 
eoiUraire, which consists in the folds of the upper portion of 
the rucke being tnmed one way, while those of the lower 
portion are turned in the contrary direction. This fmcie 
bas a very pleasing effect, and is less likely to oatch the dust 
than the ruche à la vieille. In spite of the continued efforts 
cf the dressmakers to prevent it, the tight sleeve will certainly 
reign surpreme afber the summer months are past ; even novr» 
ail dresses of dark material, such as black or brown silk, 
satin, or moire antique, are made with the old-fashioned sleeve, 
quite tight to the arm, and buttoned round the wrist. The 
fileeve is in some cases terminated by a large linen cuff, whioh 
tnms back, and in others by a small goffered ruffle, which 
falls on the gloved hand. Of course this sleeve will only >be 
adopted for walking dress, as la manche paf/ode, with lace.un- 
dersleeve, will always be the mode for dinners and smàll 
soirées. The dressmakers object to this aleeye, because of the 
absence of ail trimmiog ; in baying this last they always ha?e 
their profit, and will not make a dress for which the triia- 
ming is brought to them. The tight sleeve requires a eap or 
joekey at the top, which should be well trimmed to give .an 
air of richness to the long sleeve, which has no gamàbmre. 
Long pointed bodies still hold their own, though the 
Bmpress's dressmakers and others hâve sent out sevsral 
dresses with belts ; but thèse do not seem to take so weil, 
ihe Erench ladies not considering them gracieux. Large 
white masiin shawls, with two deep ruffles of the same, are 
flanch in vogne when the weather perndts. 
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We kare certainly tbe mort changeable dimate possible ; 
when I begao my letter tbe enn was sbining brigbtly, tbe 
birds singing, tbe air balmy and spring-Hke, and now, as I 
dose, tbe sky bas become oyercast, tbe rain is falling fast, 
aod tbe joyous promenaders bave ail vanisbed ; in fact, as I 
looked ont of my window upon tbe deserted steeet — nsuaUy 
one of tbe most freqnented — I could almost fancy tbat in* 
stead of nearly tbe end of May, we are still in tbe middle of 
tbat bleak montb, wbicb Hood so poetically describes, and 
wbicb we ail wisb past, " No — vember." 



LETTER V. 



ïbe War — ^Tbe Parisian Newspaper Press — Ee-opening of tbe 
English Cburch in Paris — The Prencb Clergy and the War 
— ^Paris Amusements — Tbe Princess Clotilde — A flint for 
English Lady Yisitors to Paris — Tbe New Eose, " La Mon- 
tebello" — ^Aacension Day. 

Paris, Wednesday, June 1, 1859. 
A. SEPOET was prévalent in Paris last evening, tbat a gênerai 
engagement bad taken place yesterday moming at tbe seat of 
war, aloDg nearly tbe wbole line ; and tbat tbe rigbt wing of 
tbe Austrians bad been obliged to give way. You can fancy 
witb wbat eagerness tbe Moniteur was bongbt and scanned 
ibis moming for confirmation of tbis report, but tbe following 
is tbe only tbing tbat wonld seem to bave given rise to tbe 
nuDOur: — 

" Veroeil, 31 mai, 5 b. âO m. soir. 
Les Autrichiens, en grand nombre, ont attaque ce matin 
arec énergie le roi de Sardaigne, et ont tâcbé d'empêcber nos 
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troupes de passer la rivière, mais les Sardes ont repoussé 
yailiamment les Autricliiens ; ils ont été soutenus par la divi> 
sion Trochu, qui a été peu engagée. 

*' Le 3 zouaves, qui avait été attaché aune division Sarde^ 
a fait merveille, seul en face d'une batterie de huit pièces et 
d'un feu nourri d'infanterie. Il a franchi un canal, gravi une 
pente très-roide, chargé les Autrichiens à la baïonnette, jeté 
dans le canal plus de 400 ennemis et emporté six canons. 
Les troupes Sardes ont aussi enlevé deux canons. 

" Nos pertes sont peu considérables." 

No doubt the evening papers will contain fiirther parti- 
culars of this affair, but the late hour at which they appear 
renders it impossible to read their contents and give the pur- 
port of it to your readers in time for the post. The officiai 
journal of this morning contains a list of names of Sardinian 
officers who distinguished themselves at the combat of Mon* 
tebello, and to whom his Majesty has given the Cross of the 
Légion of Honour. General de Sonnaz has received the 
grade of Commander in that Order, and General Forey 
(French) has been raised to the dignity of Grand Cross, while 
the military medal has been conferred on a large number of 
privâtes who took part in the battle of the 21st May, and 
several hâve been promoted. 

The head-quarters of the Emperor are removed from 
Alessandria. His Majesty, before leaving that place, is said 
to hâve visited the grand divisional hospital, in which are 
lying the wounded of Montebello. The telegram received by 
the French Government says that Austrians, French, and 
Piedmontese are ail mixed together in the différent wards, and 
ail receive the same kindness and attention. The Empeior 
assured the Austrian colonel who was taken prisoner and i& 
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woimded that as soon as he was able to be removed he sbould 
be sent back to hîs country in safety. This stroke of policy 
on the part of the French. sovereign îs said to bave greatly 
touched tbe Austrian prîsoneirs, wbo little expected from him 
such magnanimîty ; and, it is added, they are . forced to 
acknowledge that if the Allies hâve a gênerons ruler, they, on 
the other hand, hâve a noble enemy. 

The IllmtratUm is giving a séries of veiy spîrited en- 
gravings sketched at the seat of war. It appears they hâve 
sent an artist there who foUows the troops, wears a sort of 
uniform, and sketches every point of interest. This is a 
pièce of enterpnse quite uuheard of in the Paris newspaper 
world ; as the inactivity as regards obtaining information on 
any interesting matter for their columns is proverbial. They 
do not seem to understaud the art of editing as practised iu 
England' and , America, and I greatly fear. that the want of 
generosity. in paying their contribators is the real reason of 
the poorness.of their . articles. . I hâve heard it assertéd by 
Fi:ench literary pèople.that the English newspaper proprietors 
must certainly be mad to give . such libéral pay. I tried to 
assure them that in this consisted the . superiority . of our 
joumals, that good articles brought many readers, and that in 
the end it vas.real. economy; but ail to no purpose, they 
prefer issuing their papers without. any earthly news in them, 
having their subscribers and buyers dissatisfied, and relying 
upon chance or the curiosity of the public for the sale of the 
next day's paper. There are persons hère who rcially imagine 
that the great.London daily papers are kept up (for the most 
part) by some gênerons individuals who will not see them 
stopped, ont of national pride in the immensity of their 
sheets ! 

The English Church, in the Bue d'Aguesseau, was re- 



30 PHOTOGSAPHB OF PjOECS IIFE. 

opened last Sunday. The Siglit Eer. Bishop Spencer read 
part of the Gonseeration Service, wfaile very impressife 
sermons were preeched, in the moming by the Eev. E. Bur^ 
gesBy Bector of Upper Ghelsea and Frebendary of St. Paul's, 
and in the aflemoon by the Bev. E. Forbes, the newly- 
i^pointed chaplain. The English résidents and travellers 
bave great reason for gratitude to those persons who hâve so 
generonsly come forward to provide a place of worship worthy 
of the name. Last Sunday, at the différent services, a veij 
libéral collection was made, amounting to 82^. ; bat a consi- 
d^able sum y^ remains to be made up towards the pnrchase 
of the eJiurch. The ambassador of England» Earl Cowley» 
was présent with his family. 

The Pwbrie and Paya are pubUshing long articles, praising 
the patriotism of the French Bench of Bishops in having 
addressed to their fiocks pastoral letters, calliog upon th^n to 
pray for the success of the Emperor Napoleon's arms. The 
Fatrie cites this enthusiasm as a proof that the respect which 
bis Majesty bas always expressed for the rights of the Sove- 
reign Pontiff is fully admitted by the clergy as being perfectly 
smceré. Tbere can be no doubt but tliat the situation of this 
vast body, like that of the army, bas been greatly bettered 
akice the accession to power of Napoléon III. ; and that they 
sfaould offer np prayers for the préservation of him and his 
dynasty is a highly^ natural and, if I may nse the word, inte- 
reeted act. 

We hâve nothing very attractive in the way of thçatricak 
at présent. Madame Bistori is playing her usnal round ci 
diaracters at the Salle Yentadour, more commcmly known as 
the Italian Opéra House. She, of course, draws good audi- 
ences, as the theatre-going public know that it must seise the 
présent (^iportunity of seeing h^, as this théâtre is alvrays 
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tak»i up by tlie opéra troupe in the regular season ; so thef^ 
crowd to witness lier fine performances, though the beat is 
o^rerpDwerîng, especially in this badly-ventilated place of 
amusement. At the français, Madame Arnould Plessy îa 
playing " Adrienne Lecouvreur" to fair bouses. Madame Pleasy 
is a good actress, bbt the great Eacbel so identified berseif 
witb tbis cbaracter tbat it is bard to glve an impartial criti- 
cism of any otber actress in it. Madame Plessy's forte is 
wbat is called, I believe, ligbt comedy ; tberefore ber ren- 
denng of tbe jealous and sarcastic Adrienne is somewhat 
tame; in fact, tbe rdle is beyond ber powers, Madame 
Plessy sbould confine berself to little comediettas iike R faut 
qu^tme porte soit ouverte ou fermée^ and otbers of tbat class: 
ia those sbe is perfection. Tbe Circns in tbe Cbamps Elysées 
was honoured tbe nigbl before last by tbe présence of tbe 
Empress and suite. An Impérial box was fitted up for the 
ODcasion, and ber Majesty remained tili the end of tbe per- 
fonnance, laogbing beartily at tbe ''jests and gibes" of tba 
Englisb clowns. Poor Boswell is already forgotten. 

The Princess Clotilde yisited the exhibition of Aiy 
Scbeffer's paintings last Saturday. I bappened to be there at 
the same moment, and bad an excellent view of ber Impérial 
Highness. To those who may feel interested I wiU state 
tbat sbe is not pretty, and not excessively dUtinguée ; in 
figure sbe is petite^ ber hair is aubmm, aad ber nose decidedly 
retroussés still sbe seems very modest, even retiring, and in 
tbis forms a striking contrast to ber ladies of bonour» who, 
ikom their supercîlious airs, might by the inexperieneed be 
taken for the Princess berself. Some wise man said, " Sa^ 
m» îrom my friends ;" and I must say tbat, from récent obi^ 
servation, were I a princess, I should most fervently désire to 
\» saved from my maids of honour, Scbeffer's " Margwadte" 
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seemed particularly to attract the attention of her Impérial 
Highness. 

I should like to gire a bit of advice to English ladies 
coming to Paris for the first time, and at tlie risk of being 
indiscrète I venture. Full-dress is not worn at any of the 
places of amusement in Paris, except at the Grand Opéra and 
the Italiens. Even at the Français and the Opéra Comique 
bonnets and high-necked dresses should be worn. It pains 
me to see a party of English ladies and gentlemen entering a 
théâtre in grande toilette when every one else is not so dressed, 
and to hear the Erench around me ridiculing the want of 
savoir-vivre of the English ; they (tbe French) do not know 
or remember that it is the custom in England, and that their 
going to Mr. Xean's or the Haymarket in bonnet and shawl 
would be considered in England quite as mauvais genre as 
over-dress is hère. The Empress herself and ail the prin- 
cesses of the Impérial Family (Mathilde, Clotilde, Bachiocci, 
&c.) always wéar their bonnets at ail théâtres except the two 
I hâve mentioned above. Thèse hints are offered in the best 
possible spirit, and I hope they will be received in the same 
manner. 

At the Horticultural Show, last week, the Empress was 
begged to name a new specles of rose. Her Majesty called it 
*' La Montebello,** and I observed that yesterday she had the 
exact coimterpart of it in her bonnet. 

It is said that her Majesty receives a télégraphie despatch 
from the Emperor exiery hour in the day ! 

A CouncU of Ministers was held yesterday at the Tuileries, 
the Empress presiding. Prince Jérôme was présent. Her 
Majesty retumed to the Palace of St. Cloud in the aftemoon. 

To-morrow being Ascension Day, high mass will be cele- 
brated in ail the Catholîc churches. There will also be full 
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service in tbe Protestant churcbes. As usual, in tlie after** 
noon the Cireuses and several of the minor théâtres will give 
performances. Thèse places of amusement are invaridd|' 
erowded on fête days. 



LETTEE VI. 



The Battle of Magenta — ^Rejoicings in Paris — ^The Service tk 
Notre Dame — Collection of Linen for the Wounded — ^Tho 
R^atta: Success of English Oarsmen — ^Tbe "Fêtes Patro- 
nales"— A Street Combat — ^Paris Theatricals. 

Paris, Wednesday, June 8, 1869. 
SiKOE the tidings of the battle of Magenta were communi- 
eated to the Parîsians by the publication of the Emperor'« 
telegram to the Empress, the always gay French capital bas 
been doubly gay — illuminations every night, iQags flying and 
bands playing every day. Last Sunday, the day on which the 
news was received, the Empress, accompanied by the Princess 
Clotilde, drove about the principal streets till nearly midnight» 
receiving the acclamations of the people» which only equalled 
in enthusiasm those which greeted the Impérial couple as thej 
proceeded to the Lyons railway terminus on the lOth of Mary 
last, the day that the Emperor quitted Paris for the seat ot 
war. Yesterday a solemn Te Devni of thanks for the lato 
saccess of the French army was chanted in the cathedral of 
Notre Dame. At half-past twelve, a sainte of twenty*one 
guns from the Hôtel des Invalides announced that ihe 
Empress Begent had anived from St. Cloud, and was leavii^ 
the Tuileries to be présent at the ceremony. For hol»rs before^ 
ihe streets leading to the cathedral and through whieh her 
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Jùgesty was to pass, were Imed vitk a tkroog of apeataftoo^ 
wbo, aaxious to icstàfy to their Sorereigii their jof'at the 
viotcN'y, weie lieedleas of the lowerii^ appearanœ of the Af, 
which portended at eyery moment a keavy siorm wbicli 
eventually came forth in ail its fury shortly àfker the proces- 
sion set out. The appearance of the Impérial cortège was the 
signal for the burst of enthusiasm which had been pent up for 
hours. Shouts, cheers, cries of admiration of the Emperor 
and his Gonsort, not forgetting the usual tribute of respect to 
4Sie *^pM Em^pereur'^ (as they caîl the little Prince Impérial), 
irere to be heard on aJl aides, and the évident émotion of the 
!Empress was contagions. One old market-woman I observed 
particularly, whom I shonld think, fi:om her appearance, 
wàa " aH imnfied to the meUâng mood," busily engaged in 
vipmg the falling drops from her tear-dimmed eyes, ai the 
4B«me time assnzing her neîg^boiirs that he (the Emperor) was 
a greater maa than liis unde, and that his xmdie was aezi to 
a saînt. I being one of the neîghboois, fully coûaddied^ as far 
m «^pearance goes, wîiih my ea]xot-aBd-*tixisiip-¥endisg&ieiid, 
jHid tx my affabîlity ahe allowed aie to place myself in fro&t 
of Iber, and I thus had im exœlknt^ew of the whofe s&ir. 
HiB Sm|ffess was aoeompasded by Pdiioe Jércnne and the 
PEmœases Gloiâlde amd MathiUe. The grand offîoeni af the 
dxawa, tiie Orand ICaator and Mialicna of tha Eoqpeas's 
Hattsehold, the officers and ladies 'on service of thair 
MigeiÉies and Impérial Ha^esses, and Prince Locîai MuriA, 
l^seôedol her M^iy. The ^sathadrai àsdf piesented aU the 
jf^peanmoe of being dedbd for z féèe-^oYtesB and âags 
JbreaiBnig fixnn aU the toweia and pedafyles of the aaoiant 
haiUyng. inaide ii was 'e^mjEiOKgmrgecmsiLyanaïqisdj'tlie 
fîHam îa the oente aUb Mng hm^ wîOi «à ^féM,, 
wÊk gfiïài é^ and left wbk msL «Mrs of 
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benches for the ^ani corps d^etat, Immediately in .fîrQHt of 
tlie grand altar, and imder a ricli canqp^ of velvet and gdd 
hangings, were placçd the arm-cbair of the Empress^oid her 
prie-dieUy or kneeling chair. At the right ' and left of this, 
eight chairs and stools were placed for the Prince Jérôme, 
Princess Clotilde, Princess Mathilde, and the other membors 
of the Impérial family. The grand altar was decoratad with 
velvet, gold âânge and lace, while from the ceiling of the 
church were suspended innumerable chandeliers, whose green, 
red, and yellow lamps threw " a dim religions light" over the 
kneeling congrégation. The church was full, but through the 
kindness of one of the officiais (they are ever ready to oblige 
foreigners), we found, if not seats, at least standing room. 
The Te Beum was chanted with great pomp, wA was 
extremely imposing. The booming of the cannons fired from 
the Invalides was drowned by the roanng of the thunder and 
the noise of the pelting rain, which continued to pour forth 
in most merciless style, and mingled with the voices of the 
assembly as it offered up .thanks, and the low hum of the 
many voices outside who preferred braving the relentless 
storm to losing their view of the Empress as she took her 
departure. This violent storm, as I hâve seen it espressed, 
might hâve caused a poet to fancy that Heaven itself elhibited 
its anger at the folly and wickedness of mankind» and also its 
sarrow at the carnage on the banks of the Ticino. The 
ceremony over, her M^jesty left ; shortly after which the Ysin 
oeaaed. The air was considerably fireshened ; the sl^, which 
when she entered was black and threatenii^, was now as likie 
and tranquil as if no stoim had ever crossed its loveif Tast« 
ness. I heard it gravely asserted by some men in bbuses 
behmd our party, that the sudden chaiige in the wea&er was 
a Bign that the bon Dieu ly^proved jof the act of jis&roiiou 
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wliicli bad jast taken place. The Garde Nationale formed a 
haie from the cathedral to tbe palace, and I observed that 
erery bayonet was decorated with a bouquet of roses at tbe 
top. The Empress wore a violet sîlk dress, a bonnet of white 
crape omamented with a violet feather, and a white Brussek 
lace shawl. 

The Moniteur of this moming contains the nomination by 
the Emperor at head quarters of General de M'Mahon to the 
lank of Marshal of France, also bestowing on him the title 
of Bue de Magenta. General Eegnault de St. Jean 
D'Angely bas also been named Marshal of France. 

An appeal to the public is being made in ail the principal 
joumals for giflts of old linen intended for the use of the 
wounded soldiers. The Moniteur announces, this moming, 
that gifts of this nature will be tbankfully received at tbe 
hospitals, the twelve mairies, and at ail the bureaux de bien' 
foMOMce^ in Paris. This moming, there is quite a crowd of 
people, principally belonging to the working class, at each of 
thèse bureaux in my neigbbourhood ; and as the little pack- 
age of linen is handed in, the donor walks away quietly and 
sadly, for he or she cannot be certaia that their linen may not 
be applied to the gnping wound of their own son or brother^ 
War and its conséquences are dreadful, and in the midst of 
rejoicings at the victory, there is a tinge of sadness when one 
thinks how dearly that victory bas been bought. The 
Empress bas sent a letter of condolence to the widow of 
General Espinasse, formerly Minister of the Interior, who was 
killed in the battle of Magenta. 

Last night, a pièce of verse, in houour of the victory, was 
recited at the Comédie Française. At the Opéra Comique, a 
&e choms appropriate to the occasion was also sung, and 
drew fortb the loudest acclamations. According to accounts 
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irom the provinces, every evening since the victory, the whole 
of France bas been dressed oui in âags, and tbe whole countiy 
is one blaze of illuminations, as in Paris. 

The Spring Hegatta given by the Eégattes Parisiennes 
took place as announced at St. Cloud. " Great préparations 
had been made by the différent crews in training, so as not 
lo be beaten by the crews from Rouen, Havre, Nantes, &c, 
The whole honours of the day were carried off by the Eva, 
belonging to Mr. John Arthur, of Paris, with an English crew, 
the same men winning the first prizes in the sculling race, 
and the pair-oared, the four-oared, and the six-oared races. 
The unusual incident of one crew haviug rowed ail the above 
races one after the other, and against first-rate pidlers, some 
fresh in each race, drew from the spectators loud marks of 
approval." I copy the above from G alignant; a mistake as 
regards the date of the sport having prevented my being 
a witness of the success of Old Englaud. 

The small towns outside of Paris — Neuilly, St. Cload, 
Auteuil, St. Germains, &c. — are having their annual patronal 
Jêtes. Thèse fêtes are queer things — a mass of deformed 
babies, dogs, and cows generally fonning the chief attraction 
— while their frequenters being ambitious in the art of firing, 
many spend a large amount of pennies in trying to attain 
an unattainable target. The fête usually ends with a grand 
Jbu d'artifice, which always burns holes in somebody's gown, 
and invariably frightens children, who are led off igno- 
miniously to be punished for their want of courage; so 
although the fête patronale présents no great attraction for 
the intellectual, it ceitainly benefits restaurateurs, kc,, who 
augment the price of their hnge loaves of bread, tough méat, 
&c.. to their heart's content. Speaking of this bread reminds 
ane of an amusing scène I saw enacted in the Faubourg St. 
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Honoré tlie otiier day. Two men, each cairying albafof this 
immensely long bread were passing each other in the crowded 
thoronghfare. Whether they jostled each other, Fcaimot say, 
not being near enough to hear; but whatever might hâve 
been the cause, they began a regular combat, their murdeious 
weapons being their loaves of bread. Long and lustily they 
plîed ; the bread was tough, and did not breakr, and with the 
beat of the day waxed that of the combatants ; thrust followed 
thrust^ till the approach of the sergeant-de- ville seemed' to give 
a fresh impetus to the tallest man, who, strildng ont boldly 
with his loaf, overtnmed the enemy and his bread into the 
rabbish which is now collected before the dbor of his Bxcel- 
lency Earl Cowléy's Hôtel, and fled, a victor amidst the 
shouts of the bystanders. Any one of my readers who is 
surprised at bread haviug been called the "staff of life/*' 
shoTild corne to Paris, and wonld there be convinced that it is 
long enough to be the staff of a gîant. 

The marriage of M. Faure, the well-known ténor of the 
Opéra Comique, with Mdlle. Lefébre of the same théâtre, was 
celebrated last week at the principal church at Sèvres. The 
principal witness for the bridegroom was M. Meyerbeer, the 
composer, while the lady boasted of no less a personage than 
M. Mocquard, Private Secretary and chief of the Emperor's 
Cabinet, as her témoin (witness). The Opéra Comique is 
stiïï giving the Pardon de Fhërmel, and in spite of the exces- 
sive beat it draws crowds. At the Lyrique, we are havingthe 
last représentations of Faust , with Madame Molan Carvalho 
as Marguerite, prior to her departure for London. Her voice 
is adinirably suited to the râle she is going to undertake in 
the Pardon, and I do not doubt she will become a fevourite in 
the London musical world. 
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LETTEE Vn. 

TheWar: TJnfoimded Bomonrs — The Empress-Hegeiit — ^Euthur 
aasm of the Erench People on account of the Wor — ^Frenoli 
Courtesy to the Anstrian Pxisonera — ^Paris sad — ^Theatrical 
Go6^ip — ^The Fashîons. 

Paris, Wednesday, June 22, 1859. . 

TttB report was canent in Paris last eyening, tbat a great 
battle had taken place, and that the Erench had corne off 
▼ictorioufi. The Mbmieur was, as usual, eag^ly bonght this 
moming by a crowd of news-seeking porchasers (yonr corre* 
qxmdent among the rest), but beyond a few nnimportant 
deerees, signed by the Empress-Begent, and of two by tho 
Emperor at head-quarters, containing promotions, the offidid 
organ has nothing of interest or importance. Tbat a great 
stniggie is near at hand — ^perhaps at this moment tÀlàag, 
place — there can be no donbt, and it is bat natural, nnder 
the circamstanoes, that many erroneons reports shonld be 
spread. The MimUeur has wamed the Parisians not to place 
too mnch reliance on romonrs not haying reocived officiai 
confirmation, and the report of last evening not hamg 
obtained that confirmation, must oonsequently be nnfonnded« 
A Councii of Ministers, at whidi the Empress presided» 
was jesterday held at the Toileries ; the Cooncil lasted from 
one o'doek till half-past five. The Empress was enthusiasticaHy 
reoeived on leaying the Palace, and along the GhampsElysées 
cries of *'Fivê f Empereur I Vwe Vlmpératrice'BégeKtel'* 
were heard. It was the gênerai remark that her Mageety wae 
looking pale ând fatigned, l^ongh, as ever, sndling mi, 
gracions to those who greeted her. > 
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The anxious désire of the people to in some manner show 
fheîr eiithusiasm and approval of the war and its stated 
object, viz., the freeing of the Italian people, is testified by 
the iray in which they respond to each new appeal tbat is 
inade to their generosity. For example, I hâve mentioned 
ihe asking for old linen for dressing the wounds of the 
soldiers ; the scènes at the différent bureaux^ when the loan of 
500,000,000f. was deraanded, are now being repeated on a 
imail scale. Ail day long the offices are crowded, and it bas 
been asserted that the persons charged to receive thèse 
donations bave more linen than they know what to do with. 
An amusing story is told of an old woman who, with her 
paroel of linen, on entering the principal office of the Central 
Administration of Hospitals was told that they had already 
more than they needed. *' So much the better !" cried she» 
'*if you bave got more than is required for the French soldiers, 
gîye mine to the Austrians ; " with which humane request she 
ftalked away. By an Impérial decree in the Moniteur, a 
oommittee, under the presidency of the Empress-Begent, bas 
been formed charged to centralise the sums offered in.aid of 
the wounded and the families of the killed or wounded of the 
Army of Italy,and to direct the distribution of those donations. 
This committee, in addition to the Empress, is coniposed of 
the Princess Clotilde, Princess Mathilde, Countess Vaillant, 
Snchess de Malakoff, Countess Bandon, Duchess de Magenta, 
Countess Begnaud de St. Jean d'Angely, Madame Parseval- 
Puchênes, Madame Hamelin, the Cardinal Archbishop of 
Paris, Connt de Grerminy, Govemor of the Bank of France, 
Baron Barbier, Intendant of the First Mîlitary Division, and 
H. Davenne, Director of Public Assistance. The forming of 
iiiis committee is well-timed, as persons who desired to 
cratribute something more substantial than old linen weie 
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prevented from doing so by not knowing whom to entrust 
with the aums they wished to give. 

The Marseilles joumals report the departure on the SOth 
inst. of 1,300 Austriau prisoners from that port. They were 
to be taken to Toulouse. They marched through the 
principal streets of the town, and to the great astonishment 
of the Maraeilles population made the air ring, it is said, witb 
cries of '' Five V Empereur!'' ''Vive la France!'' But 
supposing it were tbe case, it is not to be wondered at when 
one takes into considération the extrême kindness and 
courtesy with which they, as well as ail the Austrians taken 
prisoners by the Frencli in this war, hâve been treated. Each 
Attstrian ofiicer is allowed to choose the place of résidence 
that be prefers. They enjoy the same privilège in réduction 
of prioe on raîlways as French officers. Paris^ which formerly 
was not allowed to be placed on the lîst of cities chosen as the 
résidence of prisoners, is now open to them, and many 
superior Austriau officers, who, for the most part, belong to 
rich and noble familles, are not not long in profiting by this 
fiiyour, and choosing for theîr résidence the gay capital. 
Every officer disembarking at Toulon or at Marseilles 
désignâtes the city he has chosen, and signs an engagement 
not to leave it without authorisation, under pain of losing the 
ad?antages that his position as officer gives him, and being 
treated as a simple soldier. In fact, the French Government 
has done ail in its power to render their captivity less irksome. 
They are entirely free on parole, and may leave the place on 
authorisation of the authorities. Those who are married may 
aend fur their wives, if they désire it. The following is the 
lîst of annual sums to be paid to officers of the différent ranks : 
— (Mènerai of division, 4,000f.; gênerai of brigade, 3,600f.; 
•aperior officers d,400f.; captain and lieutenant, l,$00f. 
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Cûmmon soldiers will receîve a proportionate amoimt; The 
foUowing incident is related by the principal journal in the 
town of Orléans, andi I giVe it to yon irom its having stmck 
me as being simple and touching : ** The other day when the 
Anstrian prîsoners were entering onr citjr, a great crowd hkd 
assembied on their passage, and ail' pushed and pressed 
forward to get a look at them. This curiosity, however, had 
nothing in it that was calcnlated to wound the feelings of the 
Ansttian prisoners, as the Er^ch know how to sympathiise' 
wîth the suffering of a vanqnished enemy ; they^ ffeel but pity 
and commisération for those that are fallén, and admire 
courage wherever it may be found. Ail at once* a little boy, 
who had' managed to get in front by scrambling between the* 
legs of the taller persons, found himaelf face to face with the 
prisoners. The child looked at them attentively, afler which he 
made aprofouud bow. A colonel who was at the head of 
the detachment, flattered by this remark of déférence on the 
part of one so young, took the child up in his arms, and, 
addressing him in his best French said, * Why did you bow to 
us, little one ? ' * Because,' answered the child, * my moliier 
says you are very unhappy.' 'Alas! yes,' said the colonel; 
with tears in his eyes, ' and yqur mother is a noble woman to 
hâve taught you so to respect misfortune. Had I something' 
to give you as a token of the pleasure you hâve afforded me, 
I would oflfer it to you ; but I hâve nothing — will you let me 
kiss you ?' The child lifted his rosy lips to tho prisoner, who- 
tenderly embraced him amid the émotion of the speetators of 
this simple and touching scène." 

I said last week that Paris was duU. I now say more^ — 
it is sad. To one who knows the gay capital well, tiie 
meloncholy look of ail the principal streets and avenues is but 
too apparent. If there are still a few fine équipages whiclr - 
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roff s9en% along the Gftampv Eylsée», the sdeiiin Uadc of 
oocopaiits and serYsntiS' oontzasts^ moixrnJiciUy with the tirij^i 
blbe aad gold, green» or brown Ëvenear wMdi werer "thenr 
wont.'' The young gentlemen^ **^oiis of a noble home,'* 
wbose greatest delight consîsted in the fitstest possible horaei^ 
ancf thelightest possible tilbimes, dogcarts, and {^laetons, 
aie no knager to be seen ; thej are gone to the war. BVes 
tb» weathei ïa différent firom what it dioidd be at this season 
of the year, and seems to fend its powerfal inflnence to éà 
the gênerai melandioly. Althongh the ndn has for the paofe 
two days oeased, it is still eold and nninriting ; in &ct, so 
autnmn-like, that one expects at each moment to see the 
leaves M yellow and sere at the feet ofthe^ noble treeswhick 
are in redity jnst now in the foH bloom and freshness of early 
sommer. This is the effect that the war has upon me — a 
stranger; but I am satisfiedthat the Erench themselves are 
far Arom sympathising with me. Theîr militaiy ardbur 
canries them to snch an estent, that the news of the death of 
one ©f their relatives who fdl glorîousiy, is considered an 
hononr that it wonld seem ingratitude to repine at. The 
yictories of the IPrench army up to the last advices, are a 
compensation for the dearth of gaiety in their mnch-loved 
Paris. 

The managers of the Paiisian théâtres — those stoicaT 
beings who keep on the evcn ténor of their way in spite 
of war, peace, bad or good weather, or, in fket any event, no 
matter how great its importance — seem to be vieing with 
each other in the production of novelties. At the Français, a 
comedy of Colin d'Harleville's le Vieux Céliiaiaire, which 
seems to be a fkyourite with a certain dass of crîtics hère, 
has been reproduced. The plot is disagieeable, and the excel- 
lent acting of this amusing oompany is the only thing that 
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lenders it acceptable to a gênerai audience. The fine old 
oomedy of the Mariage de JEigaro lias also beeu reyived, and 
met with merited applause. The Gymnase, which ranka 
next to tbe Français, has produced a trifle in one act called 
the Baron de Fourchevif, This pièce is well received because 
it is well played ; but it is too decided an imitation of the well- 
known comedy of Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme^ by Molière^ to 
ever become a very great favourite. The Gaité is producing 
a grand military pièce which is well received. llie scenery 
is good and this is a very opportune moment for its production ; 
it is called La FeUle de Marengo, and ends with the célébra- 
tion of the battle of Magenta, The YaudeviUo has reproduced 
Za Fie de Bohème, This pièce, which is in the same style as 
£a Dame aux Camélias, Les Mlles de Marbre^ &c., is yery 
«accessful with the habitués of this théâtre ; but when one 
thinks of the number of pièces whose plots resemble that of 
the Dame aux Camélias^ we are tempted to exclaim with 
Hamlet " Something too much of this." The Palais Boyal 
has produced a very amusing two-act farce, calle La Banquet 
des Barbettes, The ''Barbettes" in question are eight 
young women who hâve worked together in the millinery 
establishment of Mme. Barbette, and who hâve agreed to 
dine together once a-year at the "Moulin Bouge," a 
œlebrated Paris restaurant, and relate their adventures. The 
Bubject of the pièce is one of thèse anniversary meetings, in 
which sentiment and honour are agreeably mingled. The 
pièce was received with applause, and the "Chorus des 
Barbettes " was universally re-demanded. 

I hâve observed nothing new this week in fashions. The 
weather has been bad, and but few fine toilettes are to be 
observed. Bathing costumes are to be seen in ail shop 
Windows and hanging at ail shop doors, which is an indis- 
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putable sign that soon the Parîsîans will liave begun io 
crowd ail the fasbionable bathiog resorts. During the bot 
montbs of July and August the Farisians invariably become 
excessively " aquatic." 
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The Battle of Solferino— Rejoicings in Paris— Eeminiscexices ot 
the "Ranelagh." 

Paris, Monday, June 27, 1859. 
•' Gbeat battle ; great i^ictory !" Such were the words that 
clectrified ail France last Saturday moming. A telegram 
addressed to the Empress by the Emperor, announced that 
once more had the allied army caused the Austrian eagle to 
trail its wings in the dust. In vain did the Austrian army, 
to the number, it is said, of 240,000, and commanded by 
their youthful Emperor in person, attempt to retrieve the 
defeats of Montebello and Magenta. Sixteen hours of terrifie 
combat proved that French enthusiasm and impetuosity were 
more than a match for German discipline and stubbom résist- 
ance. It is now asserted that the Emperor of Austria leaves 
his army in command of General Hess, while he is to huny 
o£f to Yienna. Matters that can call him away at this time 
must indeed be of grave import. AU accounts as yet received 
firom the allied army agrée in their testimony to the wonderM 
coolness and courage displayed by the French Emperor on 
this eventfid day. Placed in the foremost ranks, his Majesty 
remained for hours in this exposed position, while offîcers and 
men were wounded and killed on ail sides of him. Dr. 
liarrey, his Physidan, who lemained near him during the 
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.whole of the battle, had two boises killed under him. Still 
Ms Majesty moved about as if unconscioiiâ of danger, aad 
this temerity had the effect of causiiig the ardour of the 
soldiers to increase tenfold. Under the eye of their Sovereign 
they performed most wonderful deeds, and private letters 
received from the seat of war say that the wounded soldier, as 
he fell to the ground, shouted with a last effort, "Vive 
TEmpereur !" The Emperor Napoléon slept the night after 
this great battle in the same house that Francis Joseph ' 
liad vacated that mormng. As I said befoie, the viswr of 
this victory cansed gênerai rgoicîng. Early on Saturday 
mommg the boom of the cannon at the Invalides made 
known to expectant Paris that the army in which it feels so 
great a pride was once- more victoiious. Neighbours who 
hadjust throst their heads out of their Windows, congratulated 
each other, while on ail side 'flags and banners were waving 
to the breezQ, althoiigh 'twas as yet so early in the moming (six 
o'iclock). In the afi;emoon, évident préparations were being 
made for an illumination that was to be gênerai. AU was stir 
and animation. The streets were crowded, and on ail iiides 
one could hear repeated the words, " Grande Yictoiie." As 
aoon as "Night had thrown her sable mantle over Earth/' 
Paris became resplendent with light. Taris, always so beau- 
tildl, was triply so, crowned with her garlands of dagzling 
light Prom the Madeleine to the Bastille ail was %ht as 
day. A thousand patriotic déviées blazed and glimmered on 
ail sides. Many of thèse seemed to meet with the hearty 
appxoval of the ciowd, who testified thebr admiration bj loud 
dieean. The public buildings were most beautifuUy IQiimi- 
nated. The Hôtel de Ville was gorgeously so. The Tour 
8t. Jacques, a tall, slender tower in the Bue de Bivoli, Which 
flvertop8l)y fiar fhe h^hbuHâiiigsin the vicinity, piesedled a 
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tndy fitrange aad beautiful aspect. lis summit was likorally 
Uaziiig with light : lows of jQame being diawn around it. It 
was not merely to gaze at the fine illuminatioii tbat ao gxeat 
a crowd had coUected in the streets. It was expected tbat 
the Empiess would oome in from St. Cloud, and dnve 
through the town. The Faiisians were anuous to prove i» her 
Majesty by their bearty acclamations, the extent of their syxi- 
pathy. But thèse were vain hopee; the Emprese àià sot 
corne, and after many false alaxms and much crashing 
and puahing to get forward^ it became évident to the ezpvc- 
tant crowd, from the lateness of the hour, that the Empress- 
Eegent did not intend to make her appearance. Agréât 
Bumber of carriages were slowly moving through the crowded 
streets ; admirable order was observed, howeyer, and no acci- 
dent occurred to mar the pleasure of the nuU de fête, une 
ihiug I observed worthy of spécial notice ; in ail quarters of 
the dty, rich and poor alike, the illumination was gênerai. 
Even in the Quartier St. Antoine, where dwell the grumblers^ 
each window had its farthing rushlight. On the day followîng 
(Sunday), a grand religious ceremony was oelebrated at the 
Madeleine, as well as ail the other churches, but with peculiar 
magnificence at the former. Eich velvet curtams were himg 
entirely around this immense buildiag, and a magnificoit 
altar had been erected at the prindpal entrance on the oat- 
aide. A procesaion, formed of young girls, alL dressed in white, 
headed by a band of music and several priests in gai*geoas 
robes, marched several times round the church ; after which a 
masa was oelebrated at the altar I hâve already spoken of« An 
immense crowd witnessed the ceremony, and aeemed di4|r im* 
pxesaed with its aolemnity. On the 3rd of July next, a Te 
Beum for the late victoiy of the Erench arma will be smig in 
ail the diuiches thronghout Pianoe. In Paiis» this ingMsÎBg 
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eeremony is to take place at Notre Dame, when her Majestj 
will be présent. No doubt the solemn pomp of this eeremony 
will eqnal any preceding one that bas ever taken place in the 
fine old Gathedral. Thus the Parisians, who are so fond of 
sight-seeing, get illuminations and Te Deums for each victoiy. 
Those persons who are attracted by the bot weather to 
seek 8ome repose under the shade of the fine trees of the Bois 
de Boulogne, are ail astonished at finding that the great 
establishment called the "Ranelagh" no longer exista. 
This vétéran of the public balls of Paris and vicinity bas, 
in fact, disappeared, and a new Boulevard will soon cross the 
place which bas been so celebrated. Before its name is 
entirely effaced from the map of Paris, I deem it will not be 
nnacceptable to your readers to hear a few facts which 
narked the inauguration of the first of thèse places of 
amusement, and to draw a contrast between the bal ckam^ 
pitre of 1774 and that of 1859. The vogue of the Park of 
Passy dates from the begînning of the eighteenth century, at 
the time when the Château de la Muette was occupied 
snccessively by the Eegent and his daughter, the Dnchesse 
de Berri, and subsequently by the young King Louis XV., 
whose magnificent fêtes champêtres drew, in addition to the 
Ck)urt, ail the beauty and grâce of Paris. The rich salons of 
the King were abandoned at the spécial request of his Majesty, 
who preferred dancing with the noble ladies on the green and 
fragrant sward. The actors who were summoned from Paris 
to appear before Eoyal eyes, were no longer listened to in the 
SaUe de Spectacle; it was in the park, in the open air, that 
they performed. The King's partiality for out-door amuse- 
ment gave to a man named Morison, a guard of the woods, 
the idea of creating at this place an establishment whioh 
wottld receive the noble pleasure-seekers when they found the 
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snn too hot, or desired to refresh tliemselres after ibe 
fatigue of the dance. Morison obtained from the Prince de 
Soubise, Governor of the Palace, permission to enclose a 
portion of the esplanade, and to construct therein a café and 
a théâtre. Thèse were soon built, and on the 25th July, 
1774, the new dancing ganleu was inaugurated under the 
title of the Petit-Eiinelagii — the name being snggested by 
that of an establishment of the sanie style, which was then 
in great favour, on the banks of the Thames. Morison's 
hopes were more than fulfilled. The beau monde in carnages 
constantly fiUed the garden in the (iny time, while at night the 
aame faces wete to be seen dnncing on the levelled ground^ 
seemingly as happy and liglithearted as the villagers who» 
outside the fence, gazed in nnfeigned admiration at the 
irequenters of Banelagh. It is said that Fninklin was 
extremely fond of visitiiig this place, and in 1779 the Count 
d'Estaing was présent and conducted to a seat of honour 
from which he was to behold a grand feiA d^artifice, fired on 
the occasion of the taking of Grenada. But this good 
fortune was too good to last, and what was Morison'a 
astonishment on receiving notice (July 2, 1779) that his 
«establishment had been illegally constructed, permission not 
having been asked of the Grand Masier of the Forest, and 
that openiiig his doors another night would entail upon him 
entire confiscation of his effects. 'i'his would hâve doubtless 
been the end of Eanelagh, if Louis XVI. had not taken it 
and its owuer under his protection. By désire of the King, 
a decree passed the Council of State, confîrmiDg the conces- 
sion of the Prince de Soubise. Soon after Marie-Antoinette 
oocupied the Château de la Muette nnd bcnonred the balls of 
Sanelagh constantly with her preseucc. It wns her greatest 
amusement to meet hère the persons whose rank, wealth, 

X 
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bewity, and esprié obtained for them the title of the heaur 
monde de Paris. But another blow awaited tbe unfortunate 
Morison. The Beign of Terror began, and the noble 
knight» and ladies who delighted to visit Eanelagh we» 
replaced by the vulgar and unfeeling aanaculottea. The coarse 
frcedom- of the carmagnole supplanted the stately minnet, 
and gross orgies took place in the garden that had once been 
the resoit of ail that was refined and beautiful. Debts 
aœumulated on the head of the proprietor, wbo was oblîged 
to tear down several outbuildings and sell the material to 
satiBfy his hard-hearted creditors. But the nomination of 
the First Consul was another stroke of good fortune for 
Morison. Eanelagh was re-opened, and Madame Tallien and 
Madame Eéoamier, the leaders of fashion and beauty at ithat 
time^ patronised it; and the establishment onoe again seemed 
lilsB the Banelagh of former days. This proaperity con- 
tinued throughout the whole time of the Eirst Empire ; and 
Morison dying in 1812, was spared the grief of seeing at 
tha time of the invasion the Cossacks wantonly ruining hi» 
flonver-beds, and making stables of the gracefol dancing halls. 
In 1818- the son-in-law of Morison re-opened the gardent 
and, under the protection of Chaiies X., again diew the 
faàhionable Parisian world. Sinoe that time, Eanelagh bas- 
always been considered a lovely spot, where families might 
take their children, to show them the very bosquet under 
which Marie-Antoinette had dined, and the hall where the 
Duchess de Berri had danced; but of late years the 
enoreachments ot that class known as the demùmonde hâve 
driren away ail seekers of historical réminiscences. Each 
jièw invention in the art of fireworks was tried at Eanelagh» 
and the polka and crinoline own it as their place of birth. 
And thus finishes Eanelagh ; in a few yeara its name will be 
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forgotten by tbe thoughtless, pleasure-seeking, epbemenl 
iFrencbmaii. I am afraid I am getting over my Mmited 
space ; but a few statistics in some of the French papers, 
togetber with many little anecdotes related by friends bave 
tonpted me. 

I baye still notbing new in tbe sbape of fasbions to oom- 
mumcate. So few of tbe fasbionable kdîes are in town, 
tbat tbe grand dressmakers baye notbing to sbow except 
simple muslin dresses, wbicb are made in last summer's style. 

At tbe tbeatres, patriotic yerses, relating to tbe last 
Tictory, and set to martial airs, are meeting witb tbe nsnal 
plaudits of tbe sympatbising auditors. 



LETTEE IX. 



IWeral of General de Cotte— Tbe "Te Denm** for tbe Vîctory 
of Solferino — Ovation to tbe Empreas — Ajffability and Con- 
deacension of Her Majesty — ^The Relief Fond — Paris Amuse- 
ments — ^Portraits of the Impérial Family — Faaàions — ^Plaris 
deserted. 

Paris, Wednesday, Joly 6, 1859 

Thu fanerai of Genoal de Cotte, Aide-de-Camp to the 
Empcror, took place yesterday, at tbe Cburcb of St. Tbomas 
d'Aquin, witb ail tbe bonours due to bis rank. Tbis Genend 
died at Montecbiaro, on tbe 22nd ult., from tbe rupture of aa 
aneuiism, and bis body was sent to France by order of tbe 
Emperor Napoléon. A large nmnber oi military men of 
lank were présent at tbe fimeral, and tbe Great Bodies of tbe 
State were represented by deputations of tbeir meinbers. Afier 
tbe religious eeremony — wbicb was a more tban usnallj ia»- 
posing one— tke body was oonveyed to tbe Cemetery of Pcv 
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la Chaise for intennent, escorted by several companies of 
soldiers. General de Cotte belonged to an ancient and noble 
£ainily of France, and was much esteemed by tbe Emperor, 
and Lis loss îs deeply regretted by tlie whole army. 

The Te Deum, which I announced to you last week was 
to be performed in célébration of the battle of Solferino, 
iook place on Siinday moming, the 3rd of July, with great 
pomp. The Cathedral of Notre Dame was even more beautî- 
fofly decorated than for the Te Deum for the victory of 
ICagenta ; the Impérial cortège was longer ; the weather was 
more favonrable — in fact/every circumstance seemed to lend 
its aid to make the Te Deum for the success of the French 
arms at Solferino a gorgeous and imposing sight. A detach- 
ment of dragoons headed the procession ; thèse were foUowed 
by eight carnages, in the last of which was seated the Princesses 
Clotîlde and Mathilde ; then another detachment of mounted 
iioldiery, foUowed by the carriage of her Majesty the Empress, 
at whose side sat the Prince Impérial. This carriage, I think, 
js the most gorgeous one I ever beheld. It is the one used 
only on gala days, and, if I am not mistaken, was built 
expressly to convey the Impérial couple to Notre Dame on 
the occasion of the baptism of the Prince Impérial. The 
Empress was dressed entirely in white muslin, with a Leghom 
bonnet, which was omamented with a red rose on the left 
aide. The Prince Impérial was also dressed in white. His 
iittle Highness kept constantly kissing his hand to the 
dtizens, who continued shouting lustily till the cortège passed 
oat of sight. He is a pretty child, and his likeness to his 
mother is veiy striking. On returning from the church. the 
tsarriage containing her Majesty was literally coyered with 
flowers, and I saw several persons push through tlie crowd, 
walk up to the side of the carriage, and présent the Empress 
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with bouquets, which lier Mnjesty invariably put forth her 
band to accept, at tbe same time smiling graciously to tbfl 
donors. 

It bas been said tbat tbe affability of tbe Empiess bas 
been a very great aid to tbe Emperor ; sbe is certainly veiy 
popnlar, as any one may witness, if they will only mare 
tbrougb a crowd in Paris, as I did last Sunday. Ail sorts 
of blessings are invoked upon ber bead, and every workman, 
wasberwoman, or ffamin bas got a story to tell of tbe Em-i 
press's smiling particularly to him or her on some certain 
occasion. It is well-known tbat tbe Empress bas founded 
two or tbree bospitals in Paris, as weU as endowed several 
otbers wbicb were aiready founded. Tbe fact, bowever, of 
ber visiting tbem is seldom, if ever, mentioned in tbe papers, 
and I had an impression tbat ber visits to tbese beneficent 
institutions were like tbose of tbe angela, "few and far 
between." I was tberefore agreeably astonisbed, on being 
told tbat ber Majesty yisited tbese places very ofben, spoke 
always kindly, and for several moments, to eacb sick person, 
gave tbem money, and bad fiirtber desired tbat ber going 
ibère sbould not be contmually paraded in tbe public prints. 
Tbis, if true, T consider a circumstance tbat redounds to her 
crédit ia tbe bigbest degree. Tbat soyereigns sbould give 
money to tbese institutions is but tbeir duty ; no extraordi» 
nary praise is due for an act wbicb requires so Utile sacrifice; 
but tbat a woman like Eugénie, in tbe plentitude of bealtk 
and power, surrounded by adinirers (sincère or bypocriticalp 
ibey are still admirers), sbould leave but for an hour her 
abode of luxury, bet spirituelle associâtes, to go to tbat scène 
of misery — a bospital — to converse witb tbe ignorant and 
low-bom, to comfort tbem in tbeir hour of ailing, is» indeed» 
pnôseworthy. 
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The subscription for the relief of the wounded and families 
•f the kiiled in Italy is progressing famoualy. In addition to 
a large number of private subscriptions^ which are unuBually 
generous, the Empress has giyen a donation of 50,000f., 
Prince Jérôme 10,000f., the Frincess Clotilde 5,000f., and 
each of the other members of the Managing Committee 500f» 

Much amusement has been caused in Paris by the 
annoimcement in several of the daily papers that the young 
kdies of Brescia had bound themselves by oath to marry 
none but persons who hâve been wounded in the Italian war. 
This, of course, is an excellent opportunity for the civilians 
to grumble, and for the military to rejoioe. 

The theatrical and operatic critics of Paris are busily 
esgaged in predicting changes in the companies of the prin- 
cipal théâtres. Thèse oracles déclare that next winter will see 
Mme. Borghi-Mamo leave the Grand Opéra, and résume her 
old position at the Italiens. AU lovers of song will be glad 
of the change, as this artiste always appeared to disadyantage 
when singing in Erench. M. Boger, the fayourite ténor, who 
careated such a furore at the Opéra Comique, some yeara 
since, and who left that théâtre to go. to the Grand Opéra, is^ 
it is said, not to be re-engaged^ his yoice haying become too 
weak for the yastness of the Salle Lepelletier. Michot, of 
the Lyrique, is named as his sucoessor. This, howeyer, is 
not probable, as Michot has a long engagement with Garyalho, 
the manager of the Théâtre Lyrique. After lauding the new 
ténor of the Opéra Comique, Montaubry, up to the skies, the 
Prench critics are now tiyiug to pull him down, by saying 
that his yoice has not as much yolume as is required for that 
théâtre. His yoice is certainly not stentorian, but it possesses 
a delicacy and sweetness rarely, encoontered in thèse ténor* 
less days. It is the female members of the Opéra Comique 
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^kose Yoicefi require strengibening ; even Madame Cabd, 
who has receîved so mach praise for lier rendUim of the^*^ 
of Dinorah, in Le Pardon de Fhërmél^ has a wiiy, thin voice, 
-which would never pass muater were it not for its fle&ibility. 
Mdme. Faure Lefebvre is still worse, and the otbers in pro- 
portion. One of tbe pleasantest places of amusement in Bans 
during the summer montbs is tbe little Salle d'Eté in tbe 
£!bamps Elysées, known as tbe Bouffes Parisiens. Tbe 
manager bas tbe good sensé not to présent pièces beyond tbe 
capabilities of bis actor^, and tbe conséquence is tbat eveiy- 
tbing tbey play is well doue. Tbe first représentation of an 
opérette^ called Un Mari à la Forte, took place bere a km 
e¥enings ago, and was well received. Tbe music is sprigbtly, 
and prettily sung by Mdles. Tantin and Geoffrey. But wby 
is it tbat in pièces of tbis, and sometimes even a bigber class, 
tbe busband is invariably represented as a coarse, awkward 
lovit, detested by tbe wife, and invariably tbe dupe of ber and 
Jier maid ? Tbis type of a busband is always accompanied 
by a young gentleman wbo possesses every virtue vand grâce 
imaginable, coupled witb a ténor voice and a very insinuatiog 
jnanner. How is it possible to refrain from applauding tbe 
wife for keeping à la porte ber disagreeable mari, wbile 
Madame, in a cbarming duet, conceals ber lover in tbe closet ! 
It is in tbis tbat tbe immorality, wbicb tbey disdaim witb 
sucb indignation, lies, and not perbaps in tbe dialogues, wbicb 
bave undoubtedly been reformed. 

I mentioned in a former letter tbe fact of tbe Emperor, 
Empress, and Prince Impérial baving visited tbe pbotograpbic 
establishment of Disderi and Co., before tbe departure of bis 
Majesty for tbe seat of war. Tbe resuit of tbis visit is, tbat 
ail tbe Windows of tbe fine print-sbops are fiUed witb pboto- 
gxapbs of tbeir Majesties in every imaginable postule, both 
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standing and sittîng. TLe exceedingly low price^of thèse 
objecta, added to tbe fact of their beiiig excellent likeneaaea, 
liaa caused tbem to bave an extensive sale. 

On Monday tbe Empress, accompanied by tbe Connt de 
Momy and several dames d'honneur^ visited tbe exhibition of 
paintings of Ary Scheffer. 

The Exhibition of Paintings of Living Artsts, in the 
Palais de Tlndustrie, will close positively on the lOth inst. 
The prizes will be distributed the day foUowing, and the 
lotteiy will take place the next day. It appears that the 
sale of tickets for the lottery bas been so great, that the 
Commission bas been enabled to buy several more pictures» 
which will be drawn for. The Emperor took ten thousand 
tickets, which are sold at a franc a pièce. 

The weather continues to be overpoweringly bot. Paris 
is 80 dull that it really seems a moral impossibility to stay 
hère. The fashionable dress-makers and milliners are in 
despair at the flight of their clientèle, as they call those whe 
patronise them ; even the Empress seems so occupied with 
the affaira of State, that the ingénions Eoger and Ode, those 
sprites who are called upon to imagine and invent unimaginabk 
and nninventable dresses and bonnets, are for the moment re- 
posing on their laorels, and enjoying quiet, at least fora time. 

I think the colour for dresses and bonnets which predo-^ 
minâtes this summer, is green, in ail its différent shades. I 
saw the Empress on one of tbe bot days in the begînning of 
the week ; she was onher way to Ihe Tuileries to préside over 
a Council of Ministers. Her Majesty wore a dress cf white 
muslin, with three insertions of Vcdendenneè lace about two 
inches and a half wide, in the skirt ; under the lace was plaoed 
a pea-green ribbon. llie shawl was of white muslin with 
iwo deep flounces, the edge of each being tiimmed wilb 
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Valeneiennes lace and green ribbon to correspond. The 
bonnet was a une split straw trimmed witb green ribbon and 
dlonde lace. A parasol of tbe same shade of green, and 
covered with Brussels lace, completed this pretty and cool 
toilette. When I said that green would predominate, I, of 
course, meant it to be understood, that it will be the most 
fashiouable after the inauve, which is justly named " La Beine 
des Couleurs,'^ "~*t 

I think in my capacity of faithful chroniquettse of the 
fashions, the heau monde, &c. of Paris, I must leave the 
deserted capital for a short time, and from either the enticing 
Conversation Rooms of Baden-Baden, Homburg, Wiesbaden, 
or from the romantic and picturesque, but still fashionablc 
haunts in the Pyrénées, or yet again from the sea-shore, 
where the fatigued Parisienne seeks to repair her winter'» 
dissipation with a course of baths — ^from one of thèse places» 
I repeat, must I give a faithful report to my readers of whai 
fashionable Paris is doing. 



LETTEE X. 



Eetnm of the Emperor— Réception of the Peace News through- 
oat France — Distribution of Prize Medals at the Exhibition 
of Paintings — Hot Weather — Réminiscences of St. Gloud. 

Paris, Wednesday, July 20, 1869. 
Last Sunday moming the Emperor Napoléon returned to 
the Impérial résidence at St. Cloud. His Majesty arrived 
at the terminus of the Lyons Railway at ten o'clock, and 
took the Chemin de Ceinture to St. Cloud. His Majeslj 
had desired that their should be no ceremonioos leoeption. 
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and the conséquence was, tha,t he passed round Paris wiihoDt 
the inhabîtants having the sUghtest idea that lie was so near. 
It is still the intention to hâve the grande eiUxrée of the Garde 
Impériale, with the Emperor at tiie head, on the 15th of 
August — ihs& fête Napoléon. With tme woman's curiosity, 
I had resolved to get a peep at his M^jesty on his arrivai, 
and for that purpose spent the day at St. Cloud. The railway, 
officiais of course would not permit us to enter the station, 
but we placed ourselves on the avenue leading to the château, 
and had the satisfaction of seeing his M^gesty pass. The 
Italian campaign has had its effects upon him, for I assure 
you he is as bronzed and weatherbeaten as any of his grena- 
diers. At the gâte which leads into the park, were waiting 
to receive his Majesty, the Empress and Prince Impérial, 
Prince Murât, General Eolin, Count Tascher de la Pagerie, 
M. Mocquard, and several persons belonging to the Impérial 
household. The Prince Impérial was in the costume of a 
grenadier of the guard. As the Emperor approached the 
park gâte, the Empress, holding the little Prince by the 
hand, went forward to meet him. The Emperor embraced 
her most warmly, and taking the Prince up in his arms, 
kissed him repeatedly. The Emperor, although, as I hâve 
said before, bronzed by the sun, yet seemed in excellent 
iiealth and spîrits. His Majesty wore ^âoR u&dress nnifoniL of 
ft General of Divison, with the kepi. General Fleniy, the 
Prince de la Moskowa, and several orderly offieers, arrived 
wîdi the Emperor. Hia Majesty embraced several persons, 
and shook hands with a number of otbers. Their Majesties, 
followed by their suites, then proceeded to the Palace in o{ifta 
carriages. In about an hour after the Emperor received the 
Prinoes and Princesses of the Impérial Eamily, mid at tw^lve 
oVslock atiended Divine Serviee in the Chapel of the Palace. 



Àfterwards àll the Ministecs weie admîtted to ps^ ihdr 
respects. 

The Moniteur publislies a deoree, signed by tlie Empem 
st tke head-quarters of Travagliato, which offîdally annouiiees 
a number of promotions and nominations in the Le^on of 
Hanonr for gallant conduct at the battle of Magenta. A 
second deoree makes two nominations as Knight in the aamie 
order conferred on Sardinian officers. 

The provincial papers are ail iilled with acoounts of ihe 
effect prodaced by the announcement of peace. The Mémorial 
des Pyrénées says that the day on which the officiai announce- 
ment of peace was made to the Anstrian prisoners, thèse va- 
fortunate men gave themselves up to rejoicing and gaiety. 
" In the evening, about eight/' says the journal, " at the 
time when every one was taking his evening promenade, the 
bamacks presented the most animated coup d'ail, The 
Austrian prisoners were in an ecstacy of delight, whioh was 
also shared by our soldiers. At each moment they raised the 
londest cries of *Vive l'Empereur!' *Vive Napoléon 1* 
Potting themselves in the ranks beside our soldiers, the^ 
marched quickly over the whole coart-yard, singing patrioiic 
airs. But this did not seem suffîcient to express their joy, as 
they suddenly threw themselves into dancing positions, an 
Austrian soldier holding a French one, and execnted a final 
galop, which drew forth the shouts and applause of the 
amused bystanders." The caricatures of Austrians, whioh 
Med the print shops up to the présent time, hâve now been, 
by order of the authorities, removed. The fine spectacle 
«called La Voie Sacrée^ which was produced at the Théâtve 
de la Porte St. Martin, for which the Minister of War granted 
a detaohment of soldiers to appear every night to give addi- 
tional effect, bas been withdrawn also by order. Sone 
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amusing stories are told of ibis pièce, wfaich represented the 
bailles of the Italian war, and among others the following : Il 
appears that the actors, who were to personate the Austrians» 
objected for a loDg time to their disagreeable rSles; and after 
ihfr^ first night they formally declared their intention of 
leaving the théâtre rather than play again. The extntable 
French audience had allowed itself so to be carried away by 
the events of the play, that tbe person who played Giulay 
had had missiles, such as small stones, thrown at him; 
this of course was soon stopped, but ail sorts of invectives 
burled at his unfortunate head. The manager knew not 
what to do ; but it suddenly occurred to him that he might 
BÎgn a treaty of peace with his belligerent actors by dividiog 
them in two equal portions, and allowing one set to play 
Anstrians one night, and French the next, and vice vena, 
This succeeded admirably, and so they played altcmately 
French and Austrians till the pièce was stopped. 

The distribution of medals to the artists jadged worihy, 
who had exhibited this year at the Palace of Industry, took 
place last Friday morning, at nine o'clock. M. Fonld, 
ICinister of State, made a few remarks, in which he men- 
tioned the fact of the exhibition having been so well attended 
in spite of the uneasiness occasioned by the war. The Gount 
de Nieuwerkerke ihen read ont the names of persons destined 
for prizes, and each artist stepped up to receive the reward of 
merit. I observed that the Gount shook hands cordially with 
each in token of congratulation. M. MuUer, historical 
painter, received the first prize. Gount de Nieuwerkerke 
lemarked that there were several to whom he was obliged to 
give but the mention honorable, who really deserved medah^ 
bai owing to their limited number he was unable to award 
them. 
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The weather continues frightfully hot. Those persons 
whom business, or interest, or some other cause keeps in 
Paris, njay be seen every Sunday, after mass, moving 
in great bodies to the différent railway stations, whence 
tbey set out to spend the day in one of the countiy 
places which surround Paris, and return by the evening 
trains. St. Cloud is a favourite spot, and it well deserves 
to be. The position of the little village is charming, and 
a thick forest invites you with its shade, while the Seine, at 
this point very lovely, goes murmuring softly by. The most 
beautifuL country-houses to be found near Paris are hère, and 
lend their aid to make the panorama complète. And then 
every Sunday we hâve the Grandes Eaux, or playing of the 
magnificent fountains, which surpass anything of the kind 
even at Versailles. For me it is a great pleasure to leave for 
awhile this great monster Paris, with ail its gaiety, its 
wickedness, its misery and luxury, and seek repose of body 
and mind under the wide-spreading branches of the trees in 
the Park of St. Cloud. How many grave events hâve passed 
at this place during three centuries. Eormerly, on the site of 
the présent château there was a habitation called the Hôtel 
de Gondi, where Henri III. lodged when he came with the 
Eang of Navarre to besiege Paris. The last remaining 
scion of the noble house of Valois was hère sent to 
his long home by the poignard of Jacques Clément. The 
jnanner in which the domain of St. Cloud was acquired by 
the crown and became princely property is rather strange. 
Under the regency of Anne of Austria a contrôleur of finances 
named Hervard, had constructed on the site of the andent 
Hôtel de Gondi, a most beautifiil country house. This 
capîtalist, who, during the troubles of the Fronde, bad 
enricbed himself immensely, was most prodigal in his outby 
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lot the oniam«ntmg of Ma liouse, which was in the midst of 
▼ast and superb gardens filled with statuary ; it was reported 
tiiet the house and garden had cost the financier the immense 
(in làose days) sum of twelve hundred thousand livres. The 
beantifid résidence had not been completed more than a fort- 
night when one day Hervard, to his immense astonishment, re- 
oeired a visit from his Eminence the Cardinal Mazarin, wha, 
entering famiKarly into the grand salon, gra^iously saluted 
Hervard, who was swelling with pride at receiving so illustrioi» 
8 TTsitor. Mazarin explained courteously that his object în 
eoming was to see a honse which had become so noted for its 
bcanty and magnificence. The flattered owner was only too 
happy to escort his Eminence through ail the différent rooms, 
aad,was rcwaïded for his désire to please by one of Mazarîn's 
most gracions smiles. Haying eoncluded the circuit of the 
property, the wily Minister, in an altered tone, and with stem 
look, said, "Well, sir, and from where did you take the 
sianey with which you hâve btdlt this ?'* It was in vain 
the wretcfaed man protested that he had taken nothing — 
that the honse had not cost so much as was supposed — ^that 
by skilful deaMng with architects, painters, carpenters, &c., 
he had been enabled to get it for the moderate sum of one 
himdred thousand livres. " Frament/* replied Mazarin, " I 
am glad you got it for so little; the King could not hâve 
affbrded to pay much more ; but he will give you that. Please 
see that ail your goods and chattles, yourself included, are ont 
of the place in less than twenty-foor hours.*' Saying which, 
the King's adviser walked triumphantly away, without paying 
the slightest attention to Hervard's réitérations of not wanting 
ta sellj or his frantic remonstrances against the manner m 
which the bargain had been made. Louis the XIV. was 
pleased often to boast of this adventure. His Majesty was 
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not above making a few thousands wiien it was in his power. 
He was so delighted witli Mazarin's mode of procédure, that 
Le used it himself some time a^r, when he asked Madame 
de Louvois to exchange the beautiM domain of Meudon for 
the far inferior one of Choisy, the property of the Dauphin. 
Louis told the lady that it was not proper that the widow of " 
a Mihister should possess a country house finer than that of 
the inheritor of the Crown of TVance. Meudon has ever 
since belonged to the Crown, and is now the résidence of 
Prince Jérôme, unde to the Emperor. 



LETTER XI. 



Chroniqueuse déserts 'Paris— A Kailway Joumey through a< 
beautiful country — Continuation by Diligence — ^Arrivai at. 
Etrétât — Search for Lodgings — Successful at last — ^Ple»- 
sures of the Sea Side — ^Bàthing sans cérémonie — ^A Welcome 
Sound — ^A Eascinating Young Man — ^THe Charm Dispelled 
— ^A Word on the Emperor — ^A Provincial Hercules — Vision£r 
of the Night. 

Btretât, Tuesday, July 26, 1859. 

PtNDiHG that Paris was becoming insufFerably dull, hot, and 
uncomfortable, that for ten years such beat had not been 
known, yonr correspondent, with a desperation which can only 
be explained when one takes into considération the discqpifort 
of ail Parisian apartments — those badly ventilated and un- 
homelike abodes, where one is supposed to be exceedîngly 
gay, and isin reality exceedîngly unhappy^^ — lefl the " gay (?) 
capital" in ^search of cool and refreshing breezes, of green 
and tempting verdure, of the thousand allurements that the 
coHUtiy always possessea for eveiy one excepfe those who live* 
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ther«. At seven o'clock, then, we left Paris by the Hayie 
xailway, and after skimming for ihree hours over the most 
beautiful country I hâve as yet seen in France, we arrived at 
the old picturesque town of Eouen. This place is situated 
in a valley, and the fine old cathedral, noted in history, looma 
np high and dark above the'surrounding houses. A few 
moments comprised our stay at Eouen, and with a whistle 
and a shriek from the iron horse,.on we rushed through a 
tunnel to émerge iuto another beautiful valley. The white 
bouses peeping out ever and anon from amidst the green 
foliage give an air of life and animation to this truly lovely 
scène. At Beuzeville we took the diligence, a rickety-looking 
conveyance, drawn by three tottering old.quadrupeds. The 
luggage being piled upon the top of the coach, and the 
passengers safely stowed away inside, the driver mounted to 
bis seat, and after sundry Keugh donc^ and several severe 
lashes of bis large whip, the horses started off in a gallop^ 
which soon subsided into a trot, the said trot threatening 
at each moment to subside into a walk. I lay back in my 
corner of the coupi^ and philosophised within myself on the 
inestimable benefits conferred upon us by steam. I was soon 
aroused from my rêverie, however, by the peculiar beauty of 
the countiy through which we were passing. Prairies covered 
with variegated crops stretched as far as the eye could reach on 
either side ; while hère and there groves fresh and green added 
to the beauty of the whole scène. As we rattled along the 
siiady road, the température was so cool, so différent from 
that of Paris, that I inwardly rejoiced at having made up my 
mind to leave the capital. The freshness of the atmosphère 
was accounted for by our nearing the sea, and soon our place 
of destination (Etrétât) was in view. As we approached the 
iown» X perceived it was being lapidly improved, as ou «11 
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sides new, large, and commodions houses were to be seen, 
while many others were in course of construction. We diove 
inunediately to ^he Hôtel Blanquet; tbe landlady informed us 
that she was désolée, but tbat her bouse was full firom garret 
tocellar; everytbing was occupied. Seeing tbe look ofblank 
dismay wbicb was depicted on tbe oountenance of tbe whole 
of our party, tbe obliging bostess proffered ber services to 
assist us in finding a lodging. We gratefully accepted tbe 
offer, and tben commenced a searcb, wMcb was anytbing but* 
agreeable. Apartments too smaU, or apartments too large, 
were tbe resuit of our first balf-bour's investigation. I 
observed, as a peculiarity of Etretât dweUings, tbat one is 
obliged to pass tbrougb tbe Utcben to get to tbe otber rooms, 
wbile tbe narrow staîrcases are very antagonistic to Paris 
crinolines. But, "Wbere tbere's a will, tbere's a way;** 
and we at lengtb sucoeeded in lînding a bouse, wbicb, barring 
tbe kitcben as an entrance, and tbe narrow staircase, was 
exceedingly clean *and comfortable, and oommanded a fine 
view of tbe sea. I determined to take a batb îmmediately, 
as tbe ride in tbe cars bad been a dusty one ; and accordingly 
sallied ont and found tbat it was tbe fasbionable bour for 
immersion, being tben just four p.m. Etretât is situated on 
a small bay forming a semicircle, bounded on eacb side by 
buge perpendicular cliffs. Tbe little batbing buts are ranged 
on tbe beacb in front of tbe Casino. Tbe only désagrément 
about tbe beacb, is tbe fact tbat it is covered witb large 
pebbles, wbicb are uncomfortable, as tbey eut tbe feet ; sand 
is mucb more agreeable. Tbe ladies and gentlemen, bowever, 
sit down upon tbe stones sans cérémonie ; cbairs are not at ail 
in demand. A loud laugb and some gay remarks attracted 
car attention to a party of young ladies and gentlemen wbo 
bad corne for tbeir aflemoon batb, (Ladies and gentlemen bathe 
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together hère 1) They disappeared inio theifi huis and came 
ont in a few moments aften^ards ; but alas ! how changed I 
The blooming yomig ladies who, but an instant before, had 
so charmed me by the élégance of their tournure, appeared in 
thdr bathing dresses, what they weie in leality» poor little 
thin shivering beings. One of our party not inaptly con^ared 
them before bathing to the peacock, and after to the crow. 
For the men it was not quite so bad ; of course they do not 
]o6k so well as when in ail the luxury of the last new Begent- 
street fashion ; but the change was not so striking. I must 
do the ladies the justice to say, that once the bath over and 
the unbecoming costume discarded, they reappeared in 
ail the glory of hat, feathers and criaoline. Some Grerman 
writer teUs us that '' it is the soûl that makes the man, and 
not the outward seeming ;" but I greatly fear that the remark 
does not apply to Parisian ladies in the présent state of 
fashions. After bathing, we took a short walk, and saw 
some strange old cavems, &c., which, as you may readily 
suppose, had legends attached to them. Some of the most 
striking and truth-like ones I may repeat in my next letter. 
A deep and melancholy sounding bell caJled us, as we 
afterwards discovered, to dinner ; for at the first moment I 
thought it was the signal of a fire or some other great public 
disaster. It is only when one has lived a length of time in 
Paris — that city so totally devoid of church chimes or bells 
of any sort — ^that one can understand the feeling of melancholy 
Uiat is occasioned by the rînging of bells. Delighted at 
finding my fears, as regarded fire, unfounded, and not less 
pleased at knowing that dinner was ready, we entered thé 
large and well-kept saUe à manger of the Hôtel Blanquet. 
Opposite us sat a young man, whose &ce immediately riveted 
my attention—- such a dreamy countenance-^-so etherial in 
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appearance, that I immediately began comparing him (in my 
own mind), to ail and each of my favonrite authors, and 
wondering wMch one he was like. Not Shakespeare, for 
Shakespeare was too old — ^not Moore, for Moore was too fat 
— ^not Byron, for Byron was not so good a figure. By this 
time the soup was served to my Adonis. If he had known 
how I hoped hie would refuse it, so as not to break my 
illusion, I am sure he would hâve done so ; but no, he ate it 
with the greatest apparent gusto, and oh, horror ! a huge 
pièce of beef, weighing, I am certain, more than two pounds, 
disappeared from before my astonished gaze as if it had been 
a smaU bit of bread. Nor was this ail — dish after dish was 
served in the same way, and I now began to look upon my 
gentleman as a monster, a frightful ogre, devouring ail within 
his grasp. I was assured by my companion, to whom I 
afterwards confided my sensations of disgust, that the sea air 
would in ail probability give me quite as ferocious an 
appetite. Tbis was not consoling; but when the next' 
momiug's breakfast bell rang ïny appetite was so great, that I 
began to feel more generously inclined towards the young gen- 
tleman, though ail the poetic imagininga whichhis appearance 
created had vanished from my mind, never more to retum. 

The Casino is the place of re-union during the middle of 
the day ; there are to be found the newspapers of ail the 
surrounding towns, and the principal ones from Paris. I 
find from the tone of thèse coontry joumals, and from the 
gênerai remarks of the people, that the speech of the 
Emperor to the " Grand Conseil d'Etat" meets with univ«rsàl 
approbation. You hâve no idea with what vénération thèse 
conntry people hold the name of Napoléon, and I am sure 
that even an unworthy soion of their great gênerai wonld 
bereafter stand a better ehanoe for power tban any Legltimist. 

V 2 
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But I am getting off my subject, and describing conversa- 
tions, when I should dévote myself to îndivîduals and 
localities. 

During the bathing season, thèse good people strîve ta 
make enongb money out of the visitors to enable them to live 
in ease during the winter, and it is amusing to see the means 
Bometimes resorted to. One great athletic fisherman has^ 
made himself, for the time beîng, clown or strong man. He 
goes about in a fearfully ugly costume, and certainly performs 
great feats of strengh, such as lifting weights — three hun- 
dred pounds with one hand, a two hundred pound weîght 
with his teeth, and like horrible and unnatural tricks. His 
performance interested me greatly at first, as I am fond of 
observing the strength of men (perhaps we unfortunate 
women admire feats of strength because we feel our own 
great incapability to perform them). I suppose my donation 
înto his peculiar Utile Egyptian-looking bowl (a sort of ware 
which is peculiar to this place), was more than usuaUy libéral,, 
as I now dare not show myself outside the principal door of 
the hôtel, where the strong man holds his levées, to such an 
extent has he bored me with his performances. The interest 
I took in it, I need hardly state has grown " small by degrees, 
and beautifuUy less," ever since the first time of witnessing. 

It is only when we lose a comfort, that we appreciate it 
to its full extent. I always knew that Paris beds were very 
comfortable ; in fact, I hâve often suggested to some of my 
London friends their being introduced generally into the 
great metropolis ; but since I hâve been at Etretât, they hâve 
appeared to me like the oasis in the Paris désert : the one I 
hâve hère is peculiarly hard and uncomfortable. I confess to 
not being exceedingly brave, and last night the good land- 
lady, who has, in &coordance with my request, slept in the 
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kitchen, so that in case of an invasion and robbery she would 
fall the firsi victim, tbus allowing me lime to escape, was 
obliged to go during the day to a neigbbouring town, from 
wbich she only returned this morning. Knowing that she 
was not there to fall first, according to my ingénions, but 
perhaps rather selfish plan, I passed the night in imagining 
ail sorts of evil, and only fell to sleep to be smothered by the 
three hundred pound weights of the strong man, which 
^opération, though crushing the breath entirely ont of my 
body, did not quite finish me; this was reserved for the 
handsome young man with a voracious appetite, who tumed 
ont to bea cannibalfrom the Sandwich Islands, and devoured 
me piecemeal, leaving me in full consciousness of the dia- 
bolical performance the whole time it was going on. The 
arrivai of the Diligence, with the driver blowing lustily npon 
the hom, awokç me from this disagreeable position, and 
wamed me it was time for breakfast. 



LETTER XII. 



liife at Etretât : its Legends and Traditions— The "Trou à Ro- 
main" — ^A Solemn Admonition — A Visit to the Château de 
Fréfosse — Représentatives of the Press at Etretât — The 
"Provincial Hercules" and his "Little Bowl" again— A 
Shoal of Beggars. 

Etretâi, August 3, 1859. 
SiNCE my last lettcr, I hâve passed the time most agreeably 
in visiting the places of interest near or in this pretty village, 
and hâve culled some legends and anecdotes, which will, I 
hope, interest my readers, and perhaps tempt those who may 
oontemplate visiting the Erench provincial towns not to 
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neglect the oldest aud most picturesque spot in la neille 
Normandie. My vîsît hère has given me a better opinion of 
tlie French as a nation. I find that the flcldeness and 
dishonesty for which they are renowned is confined in a 
great measnre, to the large cities, and tliat hère some portion 
at least of English integrity and uprightness may be seen. I 
shall never regret my sojoum, were it for no other than that 
reason ; but the beauty of the scenery, and the invigorating 
effects of the sea-air, will always cause me to rejoice at having 
resigned Baden-Baden for the modest, unassuming Etretât. 
Yestarday, preceded by our guide — the inévitable guide, who 
always insists on accompanying you, and forcing you to look 
at things which don't interest you, and hurrying on when you 
ccMue to things that do — we dimbed up the rocky cliff on the 
left of Etretât, and which stands out bold and black into the 
vast expanse of sea which stretches far as the eye can reach 
beneath the rock. Our object was to see the trou à Eomain, 
or " Komain's hole," so called from the fact of a seaman, 
named Eomain, having remained for a year's time in the 
black and desolate hole without ever once leaving it. The 
circumstances which led the man to seek this imcomfortable 
abode may be told in a few words. Eomain Bisson was the 
son of a fisherman of Etretât, and had been accustomed from 
bis earliest childhood to visit ail portions of the rocks to play 
within dangerous proximity to that sea which gave support to 
his family and himself. The solitary life he led, joined to a 
character naturally gloomy and ferocious, had, at the âge of 
twenty-one years, succeeded in rendering him an object of 
t^Tor and dislike to the few human beings who knew him. 
As the period for the drawing of the Conscription drew near, 
Bomain became possessed with the (to him) horrible idea that 
hewould draw,an>unlucky number. To leave his parents. 
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his village, aad hk well-bdoved haunts was to Bomain an 
insupportable idea. Not tfaat he lacked courage, for the 
dénouement will shew that he ran more dangers to avoid 
beîng a soldier ihan would ever liave befallen him on tlie 
&ld of battle. His par^its agreed witli Bomaiii that thcy 
would Mde their sou in a hole in the rock, which, though 
wéll-knowii to ail ihe fisfaennen as existing^ had never been 
visited but by ihe feaziess Eomaiu. To tbis place, wbich 
bas UGW be^i made less diffîcult of access by a rude wooden 
bridge being tbrown across a before almost impassable pass, 
Bomain betook bimself, and in tke dead of nigbt his parents, 
by means of ropes, drew up to him méat, bread, water, wood, 
and, in fad), eveiything necessary for his sustenance. This 
passed in 18^1^. AU the villagers thought iiiai Bomain faad 
wandered off to other lands, though no one had seen Iqel 
départ. For a whole year the secret was kept by tha unhapp^ 
parents, who night afber night lefb their home to giiw 
Bourishment to their hidden child. At last, one night, some 
mariners ^retuming firom a prolonged fishing excursioii, 
imagined they saw a light in a cavity of the diff. This 
révélation, of course, fiUed the ignorant and superstitious 
£shennen and w(»nen with terror, but a few of the bravest 
determined to ferret out the mysteiy, and at last percdived 
Bomain at the entranoe of the cave, who, unconscious of their 
présence, had corne to breathe a little of the air, which 
oertainly could never hâve entered into his misérable prison. 
The officers of justice were soon on the spot, and motioned 
aud called to him to come down; he replied that he would 
never be a soldier. He was told that if he did not come downbe 
would be shot; he answered that he would sooner die than be 
a soldier. Ladders were immediately tied together and put 
against the rock, whose height seemed to scom their insignificant 
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lengtli. Every way was tried, but Eomain kept up such a 
oontinuous voUey of stones and large bits of rock, that the 
inyaders were at last obliged to retire and hâve recourse to 
firing by order of the sub-prefect. Bomain laughed at this 
feeble means as he retired into the back of the cavem, and 
heard the report écho against his rocky walls. The siège 
lasted four days. The father and mother being prevented 
irom fiimishing food, Bomain now foond that he could not 
kmg hold ont, as he was feeble and wom out from excitement 
and want of sustenance. After a day passed in gatherîng 
stones, the largest and heaviest being the most preferred, 
Bomain determined, at two o'clock in the moming, '' with as 
bright a moon as ever shone/' said the guide, to leaye his 
place of confinement. I must now explain to you the situation 
of the cliff. At this place it is three hundred feet high, the 
aide which projects into the sea being as straight, square, and 
smooth as a wall ; the straight line of its side is only brok^i 
^y a small rock about fifty feet in height, which is covered at 
high tide. On this rock the soldiers were stationed ; their 
position was a bad one, as Bomain, from his stronghold, could 
kugh at their efforts to shoot him, and pour stones on their 
heads till they were obliged to retreat. The sea rose rapidly, 
and soon the passage from the ground to the small rock was 
lendered impassable. Profiting by their absence from the 
lock, though with the consciousness that the soldiers were 
waîting for him, gun in hand, on shore, Bomain descended» 
with the aid of both hands and feet, stepping on eveiy stone 
wMch projected ; suspended at three hundred feet above the 
infinité océan, climbing down a cliff whose side presented 
soaroely a stone to place a foot upon, walking where no other 
Iraman being had walked before, in the midst of the firing of 
tàe Boldieiy, the intrepid yiUager continued his descent and 
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Teached îthe sea. The next morning his jacket and woodea 
shoes were found on the beach, from which cîrcumstance it 
WBS supposed that he had thrown them off to lessen his 
wdght in swimming, and had in ail probability been loat. 
Years afber he appeared; too long a time had passed to bring 
him again within the pale of the law, and after living for ten 
years a morose, dogged life, often spending whole days in the 
retreat where he had experîenoed such violent émotions, he 
one day threw himself from his hole, as it was then and is stiU 
caUed, and found in the very océan which had borne him to a 
foieign land, a voluntary grave. The reason for this act was 
never known ; it was supposed, however, that his intellect 
was impaired : he would never tell where he had been durîng 
his absence, nor any incident that befel him afler his escape. 
Some of our party entered the hole, though nothing could 
hâve induced me to do so. They told me that it was a cavem 
abottt ten feet long and seven feet high, dark, glcomy, and 
répulsive. I hurrîed my companions away, for the very idea 
of a human being having passed a year of unhappiness there, 
was enough to render it anything but an amusing spot to me. 

As I ran down the gently sloping cliff covered with 
beautiful gieen grass and glorious-coloured wildflowers, I was 
suddenly stopped by the stem voice of the détestable guide, who 
remindedus that the Chapelle de la Vierge Marie was in sight, 
and that we must ail kneel down and repeat our Ave Maria* 
Some signs of grumbling being apparent, he solemnly assured 
us that if we did not, he would not answer for our safety in 
descending another rocky pass to which he proposed leading 
us. I settled the difficulty by deferring our visit to the last* 
named place to another day, and so we descended the cliff in 
safety, without the aid of the Ave Maria. 

The next day we visited another curiosity of the plaoe^ 
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but (me of a less moumM chanicter. Permission was kindly 
given us by the owner, though he is ai présent living there, 
éo visit tke andent Château de Fréfosse. This magnificent 
building was owned in the year 1452 by the noble Jean de 
PeUetol, Lord of Tilleul, the neighbouiing village. The 
dhateau and pleasure-grounds are surrounded on ail sides by 
« moat, and it is easy to perceiye that it was the pkoe of 
lefuge, in tîmes of disturbance, of its noble owner. A 
aabterranean passage, now closed, conducted from the library 
of Jean de PeUetol to the neighbouring village. The £ne 
modem fiurniture with which it is now omamented, contrasts 
Btiangely with the ancient and sombre architecture. I do 
BOt describe this interesting relie of olden times minutely, ' 
because the présent owner has caused it to be restored, but, 
«nfortunately, has not insisted upon the rénovations being in 
the same style as the original building. 

The principal editor of the 'Figaro is at présent at this 
place. His letters are eagerly scanned when the paper arrives, 
as he is known to be exoeedingly sarcastic, and eveiy one 
expects to see some allusion to himself. Another Paris 
aewspaper correspondent, Gustave Bourdin, is also writing 
fi»m Etretât; the editor of the "Figaro is Monsieur de Ville- 
messant. M. Bourdin, in his last letter, speaks of the Strong 
Man who was my terror (and who has now fortunately 
disappeared). He says that being resolved to play a trick on 
the Strong Man, he offered, before that gentleman begun 
bis entertainment, to buy in the expected receipts for the sum 
of three francs, which ofPer was eagerly accepted by the 
mountebank. The entertainment finished, the Kttle Egyptian 
bowl has passed round, and to the horror of the Strong Man 
five franc pièces were showered in as if they had been sous. 
One gentleman placed the large sum of a hundred firancs in 
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the bowl ; it was a liard trial for the poor man, who found 
himself obliged to resign three hundred francs for three that 
Le had received. He, however, submitted with as good a grâce 
as possible, and gave tbe contents of the bowl to M. Booidis, 
wbo, on reâection, said, " Hère, won gwrqon, I hâve played 
you a shabby trick, it was imderstood between myself and my 
fiiends that your honesty should be put to the test, and as 
yott hâve proved yourselfso faithfol to your word, T think 
thèse gentlemen will applaud my desirîng you to keep the 
money, which you need more than they." The writer adds 
that the joy which was depicted on the countenance of the 
mountebank can hardly be said to hâve been reflected on the 
others, espedally the gentleman who contributed the hundred 
franc note to this practical joke. This is a very amusing 
story, but I may be excused if I doubt the truth of it, as 
nothing can pass in Etretât without every one's knowing it ; 
and besides, that horrid man would certainly hâve yelled 
under my Windows that time, as he invariably did, that he 
was going to begin his performance, and to please throw him 
a sou. 

Speaking of sous, I may hère mention that the French 
are continually complaining of the large number of beggars 
one meets in London, and ail other parts of England, and of 
the excellent plan they (the FrenchJ hâve of forbidding the 
practice. Never in my life hâve I been so tormented with 
beggars as since my arrivai hère. Little beggars, big beggars, 
clirty beggars, clean beggars, old and young beggars, hère 
unité to drive one raving mad; and yet the people tell you, 
and, in fact, it is posted up on every corner, 

" La mendicité est interdite." 
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LETTER XIII. 

The Village Festival— Visit to the " Cauldron"^A Daring Feat 
— ^A Homily on Reckless Sports — ^The Blessed Bread — ^The 
Bail — ^A Catastrophe — ^Périls of the Deep — Seaside Fashions 
— About to leave Etretât— The Lost Dog. 

Etretât, August 9, 1859. 
Thb " Fête du Village " took place hère last Saturday with 
the greatest possible merrymaking and rejoicing. According 
to French custom the moming was devoted to prayer, while 
the aftemoon was given up to games, theatricals, dancing, 
and like festivities. I was determined to hear the " Grande 
Masse " at ten o'clock, as I knew there would be a peculi- 
arity about it. This pecidiarity consisted in the singirig of 
several hymns by the fishermen, whose rough and untutored, 
but not inharmonious, voices, rose loud and strong, filling the 
little church with echoes. I was struck with the deep atten- 
tion which thèse people gave to the sermon, and the air of 
sincère piety with which they formed themselves into a pro- 
cession to leave tbe church. The scène was an imposing 
one; the gaudy appendages of the church contrasting 
strangely with the poor and dark-coloured garments of the 
fishermen and women. From the open Windows we could 
gaze down upon the calm and motionless sea, its utter still- 
ness maldng me (for a moment) fully concur in the opinion 
of the people, that it also was listening to and taking part 
in the ceremony. This is a fixed idea with them, it appears, 
and great is the bemoaning and bewailing if the sea is rough 
and aogry during the mass of the Fête St. Sauveur. At 
twelve o'dock, ail religions cérémonies were terminated, 
and the ringing of the bell for that hour was the signal for 
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thé commencement of merrymaking. The vOlagers, both 
men and women, formed themselyes into rings and danoed 
about, expressing (in song) their bopes for tbe future and 
thanks for the past ycai*. The village was literally inundated 
with mountebanks, charlatans, clowns, &c., ail anxious to 
obtain a certain amount of sous from the inhabitants, in 
retum for which they promised to perform wonders in the 
way of juggling, ftre-eating, &c. 

In the hope of getting away ftom the crowd, we sfcrolled 
over the moss-covered difF, or (in French) falaise^ with the 
intention of seeing the " cauldron," so called firom the fact 
of its being a nairow space between two rocks, where the 
incoming wave is dashed lîrst on one side and then on the 
other tiQ at last meeting in the centre and immediately sepa- 
rating in two parts it again meets with a tremendous concus- 
sion, and then rushes out foaming and with terrifie noise. 
It was apparent, however, that our désire for solitude was not 
to be gratified hère, for on inquiring the cause of the unusual 
CTowd gathered round the cauldron, we were informed that 
some daiing man had caused a rope to be stretched from one 
rock to the other, and, in imitation of the traversée by 
Blondin of the Niagara Ealls, was about to cross hère in tl^ 
same manner. The respective distances could not of course 
be compared, but had this man fallen into the boiling waves 
below, he would hâve met with just as certain death as the 
other, if he had lost his footing. I observed that it was not 
only the ignorant and astonished peasantry who seemed to 
watch with delight this (to me) horrible feat; but it was 
rather that dass of persons, now assembled for the baths» 
whom expérience and éducation would lead one to imagine 
would deprecate rather thao encourage such foo l hardineagi. 
I hâve always been of opinion that it is the lowest and most 
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r&prehensible species of morbid curiosity which acts as the 
induoement to civilised beings to aasiséer at such senseless and 
wicked exhibitions. Of late years there appears to be a 
prevailing partiality for wonderfiil exhibitions of recklessness. 
To look at an individual prove " how nearly man may match 
an ape," to witness a play of muscles in every possible way 
coritmry to nature, is now one of the most fashionable 
pastimes. Is anything gained by seeing how little value 
man places upon his own life F In verity, if this continues, 
it will be no longer in dur power to speak of as inhuman the 
gladiatorial sports of Eome, or of the much-condemned bull- 
fights^f Spain. Innocent amusement is a necessity of life. 
Eecreation of some sort is as necessary to the human race as 
the air we breathe, and whatever tends in any manner harm- 
lessly to begdle us, and màke us contented with life, should 
be encouraged, -but reckless jeopardising of one's existence 
can never with truth be caUed amusement. • 

Butto retum. In descending the falaiêe we met several 
fishermen carrying the jpain bénit, or blessed bread, the said 
bread being in reaKty cake, and the said cake being decorated 
in the highest possible manner with green leaves and artificial 
roses. They ofFéred us some, which we declined ; not forget- 
ing, however, to give them each a pièce of money to aid them 
in the evening sports. On our retum to the beach we found 
there had been a regatta wMch had been won by somebody, 
that somebody being just in the act of receiving the immense 
wreath which was the reward of the victor. In the evening 
a grand bail took place at the Casino. At this réunion 
we lost sîght of the fishermen, and found ourselves in the 
Company of elegantly-diessed ladies and gentlemen. One 
might almost hâve fandied oneself back in Paris ; the haU 
was brfflîantly illuminated, the music was excellent, and till 
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midnight the whole affair was characterised by that verve and 
laiser-aller so peculiarly French, when at that fatal hour the 
lond cries of the fisheimen attracted ail to the beach. The 
sea had suddenly rîsen, and while the country people were 
lejoîcing, had carried off ail the bathing-huts, and threatened 
at each moment to carry off any one who should ventnre on 
the beach. The moaning and bewailing of the owner of the 
huts, the anxiety ©f mothers whose children had for the 
moment dîsappeared, was strangely in contrast with the 
festivities of the half-hour before. Soon ail hope of saving 
any of the lost property was resigned, and after assuring 
myself that that was the extent of the misfortune, I left; them 
to seek my kitchen, ante-chamber, and narrow staircase. 

The next moming the sea continued raging with the 
same violence, and the fisherman's wives who stood on the 
beach watching for the arrivai of the little barks which 
contained their husbands, received my deep and heart« 
felt, if not expressed commisération. Poor créatures ! Even 
when they descried the ûrail bark, what £^ony to watch it 
coming in — ^now in sight and now disappearing behind a 
wave whose immensity seemed sure to crush it, Most of 
thèse women are uaed to this ; but there was one, a young 
pale créature holding an infant who was not, they told me, 
'' native, and to the manner bom," who espeâaJly attracted 
my attention. This was the first expérience she had had of 
the horrible uncertainty of a sailor's life, and when the 
manly yonng fellow did spiing ashore and grasp her to his 
anns it was jnst in time to prevent her sinking on the pebbly 
beadh. The uncertainty of his ever xetuming, and the 
émotion of seeing him safe, had been too much for her; 
happily, as the French say, La joie ne tue pas, " Joy does not 
kill ;" and we afterwards saw her, gay and animated, looking 
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triumphantly at the sea as it retreated grumblingly and 
angrily. 

As the season advances the fashionables arrive, and the 
quiet little village is full of ladies and gentlemen dressed in the 
last Parisian modes, The little cloak, called the Bain de Mer y is 
just now in the plénitude of its glory. It is composed of a 
light striped cloth, the stripes running downwards and 
meeting at the seam in the back. I saw an extremely pretty 
one yesterday, composed of soft white cloth, with narrow 
black stripes, trimmed ail round with a bit of black silk about 
an inch wide, and eut on the cross, which was set on to the 
cloth with a red silk liseré or cording. The cha/peau retroussé is 
much wom, though the old-fashioned flat-brimmed hat still 
holds its own. If it is not so coquetish as the tumed-up shape, 
it certainly protects the face better from the sun. Those 
ladies who object to being burnt by the scorching rays of that 
luminary still abide by the chcupean tombant. The Marquise 
de M. and the Comtesse de L., two of our most fashionable 
andbeautifiil Parisian heUes, whose recJierché costumes created 
such a furore at the balls of the Tuileries last winter, 
appeared yesterday on the beach hère in dresses which 
attracted uuiversal attention. A celebrated painter now 
sojourning hère, declared that be could ahnost fancy that 
two of the ancient portraits of the Muséum of Versailles had 
taken life and corne to Etretât. Thèse dresses were composed 
of white piqviè eut in the fourreau form (the/ourrea» is the 
basque^ which reaches to the feet) ; they were trimmed round 
the bottom of the skirt with a broad silk band, eut cross 
way of Scotch plaid colours. The Fompadour belt raised 
them in four places, showing a white pettiooat undemeath». 
with numberless small tucks, and rather short, reaching to 
the boot«top8. The body was embellished by two large 
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buttons behind, coyered with Scotch plaid silk, the same 
buttons, but smaller, fastening the dress up to the throat. 
The sleeye just allowing room for a neat undersleeve with 
turnover cuff to be seen. Buttons of the same material ail 
the way up the outside of the sleeve, which has two seams, 
one on the outside and one inside. The hat of the Marquise 
Âe M. was of coarse white English straw edged with black 
velvet, with two large turkey-cock feathers (such as are used 
in England sometimes for fly brushes) one on either side. 
This c/iapeau was tumed up at the sides, and had a large 
rosette of black velvet and Scotch ribbon mixed, hiding the 
«nds of the feathers in front. That of the Comtesse de L. 
was of Leghom or Faille cTItalie, the rim was turned down- 
wards, a long white ostricli feather encircled the whole of the 
<ax)wn, and a bow of white satin ribbon was placed in front 
to hide the stem or bad end of the feather. The whole 
toUette was charming ; and if in the description they appear 
too much ILke stage costumes, I can assure my readers that 
.they did not look so; that, on the contrary, they were 
original, and exceedingly becoming. 

I leave Etretât the day after to-morrow, not without regret, 
for my stay hère has been very agreeable ; but then, " Que 
vcmlez vous f " as our friends say. The " Grande entrée de 
VArmée " takes place at Paris on the 14th, and I must not 
fail to give my fair lady-readers a correct account of that 
imposing ceremony. 

The Paris newspapers for the last week contain really 
notlung that is worthy of reproduction. The Figaro^ the 
wiity (?) newspaper, is only saved from absolute silence and 
«ontempt this w«ek by the foUowing : — 
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On ue promet point de lai^esse 

A œlm qui me retrouyera, 
Qai me ramène à ma maîtresse 

Pour récompense il la verra. 

Tor the benefit of those of my readers who do not know 
Ibrencli, and not in the désire of being considered poetical, I 
îiave made the following humble translation : — 

lOITND ON THE COLLAA OV A L08T 1)06. 

To him iulo whose hands I fall. 

No filthy loore will be offered ; 
Lead me to my lady's call, 

A vieiû ofher to you is proffered. 



LETTEE XIV. . 

The Paris Fêtes. 
Paris, Wednesday^ Augnst 17» 1859. 
Pabzs saw last Sunday as grand and imposing a ceremony 
as aay upcm which her briUiant noonday sun shone in days 
of yoire. Eighty thousand sdldiers, conducted by the 
Emperor/ who guided them in the combat, made thdr 
entry into the Capital imder triunphal arches, imder a 
zain of flowers and laorels, and in the midst of the most 
enthnsiastic acclamations of that most enthusiastic of ail 
people — the Prench. As early as seyen o'dock on Sunday 
moming, the crowd on the Bonleyards waa oyerwbfibiiiDg. 
Hundreds of persons had passed Saturday night on the paye- 
ment, so as to be suie of having good places. The Boule* 
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varda, iàfè Eue de la Paix, the Bue Gastiglicme, aod tlie Sue 
«b Siydli, oiffered a moet striJdng appearaace. Bamaers, 
iLags, of ail nations — the àiodc»ir {n'edominating, — êosà»à 
from the top of ail the pnbhc boildizigs, the theaisres, asd hem 
every piivate house ; the -wisdows of thèse latter haviog been 
let at ihe moet fabuious priées. The National Guasd formed 
a haie on the light-hand side of the Boulevards, ôx)fii the 
Bastille to the Place Vendôme. Hère they stopped, bat 
began again at the Bue GastigHone, the line continuing to 
the Tuileries. The troops of the anny of Paris wexe in IdU 
parade dresa, the tioops of the army of Italy in campaîgn 
team, At nine o'doek, salvos of artillery annefunced the 
amTdl of the Emperor at the Place de la Bastille, where his 
Majesty ma» recdved by his Exoellency Marshal Magnan, at 
the head of his état mt^or. The head of the acmy had 
aJready anived, and afber a march of an honr entered the 
Place Vendôme. AU along the Boulevards the Hmperor was 
xeœived mik the gieatest enthnsiasm. His Majesty, who 
walked his hc»ase the whole distance, was literally inimdated 
with flowers. Perhaps never has a victoiions sov^reign, 
enterîng his capital, met with a moie flattering réception. 
The Maishals oommanding the différent corps â^earmée^ the 
superior officers, subaltems, and soldiers, had eaoh his 
boaqaet or his laorel wreath thrown &Qm the hand of some 
isèa lady on ihe Boulevards. 

But by far the best point for witnessing this imposing œre- 
mony was on the extradée built in the Place Vendôme. Let 
me attempt to desciibe the gênerai appearanoe of this square. 
At ihe side of the Bue de la Paix four columns fbnned a 
soirt of triumphal gâte. Thèse immense columns had a hase 
ef (imitatioin) white marble with blue veins; ihe upper 
pcntion rqoieseiited led marble with' a gold camioe. IliBEe 

G 2 
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are eîght of thèse ooluinns, each of whicli is surmounted by a 
gilt statue of Victory with out-stretched hands offering 
crowns of golden laurels witli each hand. This same décora- 
tion is repeated at the entrance of the Place Vendôme by the 
Bue de Castiglione. Inside the Place, crimson yelvet hang- 
îngs, embroidered with the Impérial bées and the letter N, 
were suspended from each story of the houses round the 
square. Golden eagles with outspread wings were ranged at 
regular intér/als on the roofs, while tricolour flags and medal- 
Kons with the Impérial cypher completed the décoration. 
The Tribune occupied by the Empress in front of the rési- 
dence of the Garde des Sceaux was omamented in the niches 
by trophies, while the inside was decorated with the national 
flags. A large tent of crimson velvet striped with gold and 
supported by golden lances, protected the Empress first from 
the sun, and afterwards from the rain which fell towards the 
dose of the ceremony. Around the Place were raised rows 
of benches capable of seating twenty thousand spectators. 
Thèse benches were entirely draped with crimson velvet with 
gold fringe, and when filled with beautifully-dressed ladies 
and gentlemen, many of thèse last in uniform, the briUiant 
spectacle reminded one of a Eomàn amphithéâtre on a day 
of triumph. The fine column composed of bronze, sur- 
mounted by the statue of the first Napoléon, was omamented 
with garlands of every description, flags, banners, and wreaths 
of immortelles. 

At a quarter-past ten, the military band stationed at the 
entrance of the Place Vendôme executed the national air of 
" Partant pour la Syrie," and four gala carnages entered the 
square; the first containing the Empress and the Prince 
impérial. Her Majesty wore a white dress with a black lace 
mautle, and a Leghom bomiet omamented with feathers of 
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the national colours. The little Prince wore the costume of 
the Grenadiers of the Guar'd. The Princess Mathilde wore a 
mauve silk dress and a white crape bonnet. At half-past ieà 
a low murmur announoed the approach of the Emperor and 
the army. Ail the spectators rose, while the band played 
the well-known air of " La Victoire est à nous." The coT" 
iège was composed thus : The brass band of the Cent Grardes» 
the Cent Gardes in fuU dress ; The Etat Major of the armj 
of Italy; the Emperor on horseback, his sword drawn, 
wearing the uniform of a General, with the grand cordon of 
the Légion of Honour. His Majesty was received with long 
and continued cheers and cries of " Vive l'Empereur." After 
saluting the Empress, his Majesty stationed himself in front 
of the Impérial Tribune, having on one side of him Marshal 
Pelissier, and on the other Marshal Eandon. At sight of the 
troops, the Prince Impérial stood upon his chair and dré^ 
his little sword with infantine enthusiasm. The défile oom- 
menced immediately after the arrivai of the Emperor; the 
wounded soldiers, with priests at their sides, came first. The 
Emperor saluted thèse brave soldiers, who, in spite of their 
évident pain and debility, cried loudly " Vive l'Empereur." 
One young officer was spedally remarked ; both his hands 
bad been carried away by the same baU; his anns weie 
entirely enveloped in white wrappings ; but the pain he mnst 
hâve been enduring continually did not prevent a snule play- 
ing on his pale face, as he saluted by a bend of the body, 
and shouted " Vive l'Impératrice." The band of wounded 
was fortunately small, for their appearance created a saddening 
impression upon the crowd. I shall not mention the name 
of every r^^ent that passed, but merely speak of the cere- 
mony <â presenting the flags to the Empax)r by the regimenii 
of the Guard. The 8rd Gmwdisrs, whose flag is so riddbd 
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tlst it BO longer deserws ihe naioe of flag, wu leœmd wiA 
gieai entkuBttsm, tbe Smpress and Prince Impéxial joîning ia 
tlie appkoBe. In fact, the yoimg Prmoe kept np a cDatmiia]; 
dapping of banda ti]l lie left, wkàxih was before ilie dose of 
tke ommony. I am sore those litâe members of his Impenai 
body must hâve been sadly led and tired. I obsenred, thot 
wken the soldiefs cried " Yrtre le Prince Impânal,'' bis High» 
ness's English mme wiiispered to faim, ^eienpon ke imnee^ 
diately answered by tbe milîtaiy sainte. The régiments oC 
tlie Gnard, (m amving in front cî the Emperor, halted ; the 
standard-bearer adysnœd in front of His Majesty, wlio 
unoorered while a Cent (rarde took the flags. Those belong« 
ing to the Impérial Guard are ail kept in the Palace of the 
Toileries. The appearanoe of the Austrian flags, carried b j 
the persons who took them, cansed long, lond, and reiterated 
skmts from ail présent. Forty Austrian cannons also caosed 
imirersal satisfaction. Marshal de Mac Mahon, Duc de 
Magenta, was receîved with maddening shonts of i^proval. 
TWs brave soldiw looked weU in his nnifonn; he i»t«re the 
kepi. In passing at the head of his division, Gaicral Forcy 
thrcw at the feet of the Emperor, and at the tribune of the 
Bnpress, the flowers and crowns that had been showei«d 
iqxm him en route. It was a deHcate attention, and was 
reoeived by the Empress wii^ a gradous sainte of the head, a 
wave (rf the handkerchief, and, àbove ail, one of ho* sweetest 
sniiles. A gentleman behind me said that " that smile was 
reward enongh for the fatigues of a two years' campaign.'' 
M» Majefity is really beautifnl, and her anoile — ei^)eciaUy 
wfcen her face is radiant wHh exdtemeot— -reminds one of thé 
heaifenly smiles of Baphad's Virgins. Aboutone o'dock 
tke larn began to M, and many of the ladks who cared 
mote for ihe préservation of theor toilettes than for the reat of 
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the ceatemaa^i left. Thèse were few, tKe majority leiïwining 
tili the end. During the passage of the 4th cwps, the 
Empress sent the Prince Impérial to the Emperor, who Hfting 
him in his anus, pbced him on the saddle, where he TemaineA 
for several moments. The cortège terminated by the cavaJiyy 
a yexj fine corps. In paesing before the Empeior theee régi- 
ments halted also, and presented theîr mntilated âags to tha 
Emporor, who, at the close of the ceremony, bowed to the 
Empiees and rode to the Palace, preoeded by the Cent Gardes 
on horseback canying the French and Anstrian flags, and 
fbUowed by the marshals and the mUitary honsehold. The 
crowd stationed near the Palace made the air ring with thdnr 
shouts. The Empress with her honsehold followed in 
caniages. 

It may be interesting hère to give some idea of the 
appearanoe of the Bonlevards. At the Banière du Trône 
two gilt masts, festooned together with a garland of laïuet 
kaves, rivalled in height the two coliunns which bear the 
statues of St. Louis and Philippe Auguste. From the top 
of thèse masts floated green banners, embroidered with gold 
stars. A large towcr was built in the centre of the place, or 
the base of which were written the names of the principal 
battks of the late conflict. On the Place de la Bastille was 
erected the handsomest temporary omament of the city. It 
wâs a tiiumphal arch, and offered by the dty to the 
Emperor and army. This arch represents the grand entrance 
to the woild-renowned cathedral of MUan, and is said to be 
exact in ail its détails. Anoth^ triumphal arch in front of 
the Cirque Napoléon was charming in its simplicity. It was 
of magnificent Moonsh construction, and surmounted by au 
immense golden eagle, on whose outspread wings weie 
written, '* A Napoléon III., . à Tannée d'Italie. Yive 
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rEmpereur ! " Ail the théâtres had deoorated their façades 
in a style of fabulous magnificence. At the Eue Lepelletier,. 
another arch, on the base of which were written Cœsar's 
famous words, " Veni, vidi, vid," aLso " Zurich — ^YiUafiranca.'* 
I find it is quite impossible to describe this scène. 

I might, it is true, enumerate every triumphal arch, but 
the profusion of flags fioating from ail the wiodows, from the 
trees, and suspended by long cords which stretched acrosa 
the Street, produced an effect of which words fail to convey 
any idea. The scène on the Boulevards can be compared ta 
nothing but an immense théâtre, the public being the spec- 
tators, and the yictorious aimy the actors. 

I may hère mention that, as usual, the most exhorbi* 
tant priées were asked for ail places, and the conséquence 
was, that not an inch of ground was to be seen on which were 
not placed chairs and bencbes ; many of the shopkeeper» 
took down their Windows and erected seats as in a drcua. 
That portion of the population who had not money to buy 
places, or, if they had money, could not throw it away, sacri<- 
ficed their time, their sleep, and their eating, for those who 
had not brought their food with them, found it impossible to 
get ont, and thus were starved as well as sleepless. 

The next day (the 15th), which, besides being ihefHe of 
the first and consequently of the third Napoléon, was also the 
day of the Assumption, and thus had double cause for being 
celebrated. The weather during the early part of the day looked 
menacing, but as then ail Paris was iu church, and the afber- 
noon was fine, there was no complaining. A salyo of artil- 
leiy at six o'dock in the moming announced that thej^j^had 
commenced, and shortly afterwards provisions and alrns were 
fireely distributed in ail the différent Mairies iu the Capital. 
Dniing the whole day, crowds visited the Place Vendôme to 
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view tbe beautifiil décorations. About ten o'dock, a number 
of soldiers of tbe Eîrst Empire, dressed in their peculiar old 
unifonn, walked to tbe column in tbe Place Vendôme, and 
deposited, according to tbeir yearly custom, crowns of immor-^ 
telles on tbe railing wbicb surrounds it. A solemn Te 
JDeum was celebrated at Notre Dame, in présence of tbe 
Emperor, Empress, and Great Bodies of States. Eeligious 
services of a similar cbaracter were also celebrated with 
great pomp in ail tbe otber cburcbes of Paris. At tbe con- 
clusion of tbe religions services tbe crowd in tbe streeta 
became dense, altbougb tbe gratuitous représentations in tbe 
différent tbeatres carried away tbousands. Tbe Hne of per- 
sons stationed befbre eacb of tbese places of amusement 
eztended tbrougb several différent streets, and to tbe crédit 
of tbe people be it said, tbat tbere was not tbe sligbtest 
attempt at pusbing or crowding to get in first. Tbe pièces 
selected were tbe very best of eacb tbeatre's répertoire, and it 
is said tbat tbe performers exerted tbemselves to tbe utmost ; 
for it is universaUy acknowledged tbat tbe classe ouvrière of 
Paris bas an instinctive appréciation of dramatic excellence. 

At one o'dock a tilting matcb took place on tbe Seine, tbe 
vanquisbed baving tbe pleasure of a cool batb in tbe river, ta 
tbe intense deligbt of tbe spectators. But by far tbe deiisest 
(xowds were collected on tbe Esplanade of tbe Invalides, 
wbere a variety of amusements were provided for tbe 
people. Two tbeatres for gymnastic exercises, .and two for 
militaiy pantomimes, were erected bere. Greased pôles, 
with silver cups, watcbes, bandsome pipes, &c. — tbese prizes 
doDgling temptingly from tbe top — were tbere to iuduoe 
ambitions persons to tiy to climb tbem. Sbows of ail sorts, 
from gigantic babies to tamed lions, were to be entered for 
tbe moderate fee of two sous. An immense number of 
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soMiers were anmsiiig theniselyes liere — aer, ia faefc, tlie^ 
seemed to be doing ail OYer tbe cîty. The military panto- 
mimes carried the day oyer ail tke other skows of the Espla- 
nade. Ton caB easily imagine that thèse pantoioimes repre- 
sented the Ifrench armj in action, that action ultimatefy 
"resnlting in the success of the French arms ; but wh&i natioa 
was to be defeated was the question which presented itsdif 
to aH thinldng minds. Austria is now at peace with Framee, 
Enssia the same; the Arabs of Algeria hâve been kâkd, 
woanded, and taken prisoners, for many years on the Espla- 
nade, but this year the numb» of Turcos wandering about 
effectually put a stop to that. Profiting by the efktire 
absence of Chinese from the city, the ingénions organizer of 
thèse entertainments seized upon that nation to represent the 
yanquished foe, and it is estimated that some hnndreds of 
Chinese were entirely routed by" a handful of French about 
twcnty times in the course of the day, to the intense delight 
of the assembled multitude. At six o'clock in the evening 
another salvo of artillery announced that the day féée h ad 
terminated. 

About eight o'clock, the great mass of hiunan beings began 
to su3^ towards the Place de la Concorde. The weather, 
refreshed by the moming's shower, was delightfully cool, and 
being quite dry, was admirably suited for a display <rf fire- 
works. The garden of the Tuileries was iHunnnated in a 
style of fantastic magnificence. The reserved garden was 
thrown open to the public. This garden was hung aB round 
with lights repres^ting precious stones, diamonds, rubies, 
and pearls. The grande aMée, leading to the time-honoured 
Palace, was festooned with garlands of Iight. About nine 
o'dock, the Emperor and Empress appeared on the balcony 
dressed in evening attire. Their appearance was the signal 
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fbt load ckeers, wliicli they aoknowledged by r^eated salty»- 
iwa». After remaining about fiive minutes on tha bakoiiy;. 
theârMajesties retiied amid the reiuewed cheers of thé erowd. 
Bmeediately &^er, the display of firewoiks eommianeed, aa 
osaal, by a briUiant âight of sky roekets^ wbich, on bnrstiag^ 
exposed to view the national colouis of France and Pîedmont 
— blue, ¥^hite, and red, for the one, and bine, white, and 
green, for the other. Afker those came a pièce represeating 
fbuiteen cascades, each having a revolving motion and throw- 
ing out a profusion of liqnid fire, which at interrals changed 
colour, and produced a charming efPect. The next pièce 
represented a fall of water on a most gigantic scale, th» 
extent being not less than 250 yards in length. While this 
was playing, showers of detonatingbombs and Boman candies 
of eveiy imaginable tinge of colour were discharged, while 
the sky was fiUed with repeaied flights of rockets. Next 
appeared four triumphal columns in varions coloured fires, 
two of them surmonnted by stars and two by eagles. The 
grand ^C6 de rémtance was in the shape of a façade ofa 
Temple of Peaee, forty yards high by sixty in width. On the 
right and left were military trophies and flags, and between 
them escutcheons bearing the names of the victories of the 
Allies in Italy. The exhibition closed by the bouquet, for the 
exécution of wbich it could ahnost be imagined that Huggieri, 
who, as nsual, fumished the display, had borrowed the nse of 
Monnt Yesuvius, and snbstituted for the fiâmes and laya the 
eonntless thousands of brilliant lights whidi filled the air, and 
drew fbrth snch loud applanse. 

This amusement over, the crowd dispersed to viefw the 
ilhmiinations, which had now become gênerai. Tbe Champs 
Efysées were beautifolly hnng with Chinese lamps of erciy 
hoe. The Place de la Concorde was a blaze of white stars. 
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plaoed at regular distances. The Miuistiy of Marine, ot 
Foreign Affairs, and Législative Chamber, were ail richly 
illnininated. The Hôtel de Ville was a perfect blaze of light, 
and the double row of gas the whole length of the Eue de 
Eivoli produced a charming effect. I caunot enumerate the 
différent buildings, which, by the tasteful arrangement of 
flags, streamers, and gas, added to the beauty of the soene ; 
but can only say that the fêtes of the 14th and lôth August 
will long live in the memory of Parisians as two days of 
unqualified magnificence and rejoicing, not marred by a single 
accident to any of the great human mass which filled the 
streets of this brilliant capital. 



LETTER XV. 



Paris after tbe Fêtes — Movements of the Court — ^A Modest 
Dressmaker's Bill — ^A Good Example — ^The Theatrical and 
Operatic World — A Romantic Story — Singular Law Suit — 
Paris Improvements— The State Carriage of Napoléon 1. — 
Hazarding an Opinion. 

Paris, Wednesday, August 24, 1869. 
How changed the aspect of the City since my last letter ! 
The triumphal arches, monuments, flags, and victoiy pôles, 
which sprang up in a single night as if by enchantment, now 
seem to hâve disappeared in the same manner, for not a 
vestige of the décorations for the fête de V Empereur is now to 
be seen. The immense crowd of strangers, English predomi- 
. nating, which invaded the streets for several days before and 
after the ceremony, bas vanished so suddenly, that one might 
almost imagine they but came to act as accessories to the 
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bnlliancy of the rejoicings, and that tlie gênerai manager-in- 
chief, having no farther use for them, has quickly sent them 
about their business. The Bues de la Paix and Castiglione 
were tbe rendezvous for an immense number of aitists, wbo, 
anxious to commit to the never-dying canvas the décorations 
for the triumphal entrée of the army, stationed themselves 
there in fîill view of the Place Vendôme, In addition to 
their being good painters, which I hope they were, I can 
certify to the amount of patience they ail displayed ; for the 
crowd of gamins who never left the elbows of the artists aU 
day long, and who did not hesitate to pass an opinion favour- 
able or otherwise on the progressing picture, must ha^ve been 
enough to try the patience of a saint ; but they withstood 
the désire to give up the task in despair, and I saw several 
artists canying away triumphantly their completed works. 
The beautiful statue representing Peace, which stood at the 
entrance of the Eue de la Paix, has been taken down, and 
will be carefully preserved. 

The Emperor and Empress are taking the baths at St. 
Sauveur; the Impérial Prince has proceeded to Biarritz, 
where he will be joined by their Majesties in about ten daya' 
time. It is said that the Grand-Duke Constantine has taken 
the Hôtel des Ambassadeurs at Biarritz, which is now being 
prepared for his Impérial Highness and suite. Préparations 
for the réception of the Emperor Napoléon and his fair 
Consort are being made in a style of unusual magnificence at 
Bayonne, the place at which the railway stops, and passengers 
en route for Biarritz take the diligence, llieir Majesties are 
expected to arrive during the night, and consequently the 
whole town will be briUiantly iUuminated. The préparations 
ordered at the Palace of Gompiègne aie fast approaching' 
oompletion; the Impérial family finish the season at this 
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picteesqne spot. As îb ihe custom, their M^esties wâl 
entertain a large nnmber €tf gneats, who are âivided into sets 
--one set stopping one week, the second the second week, &c. 
There is always great cniiosity among tke hauôe nobksae of 

Paris wten this season approaches, and the Marquise D 

is dying of envy tf she hears that the Baroness de C is 

invited ; e^en now, the fashionable dzessmakers axe loaded 
with orders from ladies who imagine they will be invited to 
Oompiègne. 

As I gazed yesterday at the immense nimiber of dresses 
made for a certain kdy hère, who, even if she is honoured 
with an invitation, will only stop a week, I thought to what 
a ridicnlous extent dressing is cairied by French ladies, 
«vcn those whose fortunes do not warrant it. This lady had 
ixrdered nineteen dresses for her one week (that is her hoped-fior 
week) at Oompiègne. Averaging eaoh dress at twenty pounds, 
whioh is Eoger's average priée, we attain the nice little smn 
of three hnndred and eighty ponnds ; then there are of cotixse 
other, and equally necessary things, snch as gloves, Ungerie^ 
%c. Bather a dear week's pleasure, take it ail in àll ! The 
dreadfol extravagances of the ladies going constantiy to Court 
lias reached the Emperor's ears, and it is said that he specially 
îèesired the Empress to set the exemple of great simpMty to 
ladies smTOund^ her Majesty. This, it is said, the beautiful 
lingéme does as mach as possible ; it is not imcommon to 
hear her pointed ont by a Parisian to some country oonsîn as 
being of her ladies ^ OeUe qni est habillée le plus simple- 
ment," which is ofteh the case. 

Tkt weather is cool and pleasant, but Paris looks veiy 
deserted; the hem monde has gone to its chaieam,mà 
•flie strangers — everywhere : they wfll not lemain in Paris . 
ûwnng the duU season. The théâtres are màking vpasBOûSic 
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attempts to attract tlie public by tibe aiering of novdties in 
tiie way of fairy pièces, theatiical reviews, &c. They succeed 
kl getiÔBg full ibouses, but the audience is composed, even at 
tbe ErançaLs, of persoiis of tibe lomer class. ILefined people 
iook upon tbeatncab as a winter axausement, aud wiJl uot 
patnmise th^si in sunuuer. Ail ihe principal actors aod 
actresses are now en congé. Bonnebie, ibe favourite barytone, 
bas retumed to the Grand Opéra. A romantic story is being 
told of a young actress wko made ber débiU at the Théâtre du 
PftUds Eoyal about a year ago. Although but seventeen years 
of âge, and possessed of extraordinaiy beauty, the young 
aspirant for dramatic honours did not xnake a veiy favouxable 
impression. A wèalthy Moldavian who had just lost bis wife, 
visîted the theaize» and saw in the débûtanUe an exact Iikeness 
ef his departed apouae. Love succeeded astonishment, and 
the gentleman demanded her hand • her parents were agree- 
sble, and the marriage was ceUebrated last week in the 
présence of the gentleman's aristocratie £ciends. The 'best- 
part of the story is that the young lady is ofhighly respectable 
parents, although veiy poor ; the bridegroom with a snug for- 
tune of 60,000f. a year will, no doubt, render the happiness 
of the whole family complète. Musard's concerts are becom- 
ing the rage ; in fact, what can be more agreeable, duriog 
the hot weather, than to sit in the midst of firagrant flowers 
whose perfome fills the air, while the renowned band of this 
most renowned leader "disoourses most excellent music." 
The strict measures taken to présent theentranœ of improper 
chasacters renders it a place of reunion for highly respect- 
able ûmulies, while Enghsh and American yisitors flockthere 
in abundance. 

A veiy novel law suit is about to be brought upon tibe 
ifipû. The facts of the case are thèse : the mortal remains'of 
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ihe celebrated Cardinal de Bichelieu were deposited in the 
Chapelle de la Sorbonne (the fine tomb erected to his memory 
may stiU be seen) ; but dnring one of the most terrible days 
of the Révolution, the insurgents broke open this sacred place 
of rest as uiiceremoniously as they did those of persons of 
bigher and lower degree. This act of Yandalism perpetrated, 
the unfeeling mob drew out the remains of the famous Car- 
dinal, and, severing the head from the body, paraded it upon 
a lance's point through ail the' principal streets of the town, 
and amidst the cries and jeers of the excited multitude, 
deliyered it up to one of the principal citizens of the town 
who favoured the revolutionary cause. This good man left 
the head of the poor Cardinal to his son, who attaches an 
immense value to it. The object of the suit will be to force 
ihe gentleman to give up Ms cherished head, as it is con- 
tended that the remains of an illustrions man belong to the 
State. Whether the gentleman will remain in undisturbed 
possession, or whether the State will win the cause, remains 
to be seen. 

Napoléon I. has been called the King-maker ; I herewith 
flolemnly dub Napoléon III. with the title of Street-maker — a 
more useful, though less grand-sounding name. Though 'tis 
bnt a month since I left Paris, I can see in aU directions the 
most decided and useful improvements ; streets being eut 
through, old houses tom down, a^d new ones replacing them, 
and similar improvements in every part of the city . In the vioi- 
nity of the Rue du Cherche-Midi, five new large broad streets 
are being eut through ; fine large houses will Une either side of 
thèse new boulevards. The great importance of this will be 
imderstood when I call to the minds of my readers the fact 
that the Rue du Cherche-Midi is the street which contains ail 
ihe convents» Dunueries» kc., and though really voy near the 
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Faubourg St. Gennain, that densely habited neighbourhood, 
up to the présent time the street itself lias been so difficult of 
acçess (owing to the fact of no cross-streets traversing it), 
that it has been a place of security for the nuns, monks, &c, 
I do not doubt that the Emperor's order for the cutting of 
thèse streets was an unpopular movement among this class of 
people. Though French priests may cavil at it, the free and 
liberty-loving English people will applaud heartily this break- 
ing up of a deeply rooted and essentially pemidous system. 

A gênerai examination of schools and distribution of 
prizes has been taking plax;e within the past week. Boys and 
girls laden with crowns, handsomely bound books, and othcr 
rewards of merit, may be seen at any hour of the day walking 
home triumphantly, accompanied by the proud and happy 
parents. The vacation of the 15th of August has now freed 
thèse little people from the arduous tasks of the year. 

It is well known that the magnificent state carnage used 
by the First Emperor and his wronged consort Joséphine, 
while in Italy, has passed into the hands of the Duchess of 
Parma. This carriage attracted the attention of Prince Napo- 
poleon, during his late command of the Army of Observation ; 
and it is said that his Impérial Highness expressed a désire to 
purchase what had been the property of his uncle. This 
reached the ears of the Duchess, who has begged the Emperor's 
acceptance of it. Though the answer has not yet been 
announced, I do not hesitate to state, on the assurance of 
persons in position to know, that the Emperor wîll refuse thi» 
act of. courtesy on the part of her Boyal Highness. His 
Majesty's reasons, I of course ignore ; but if he is as gallant 
as report makes him, it must cost him a pang to refuse an 
act QÎ gracieuseté, when coming from a lady, 

Tlie reserved garden of the Tuileries is now open to the 

H 
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public, aad those who grumyed the most at this pièce of 
graund being takea âxmi the public, are now loudest in its 
praise. Take them ail in ail, tke opinicxi of your cone^ndent 
is, thaf tke Erencb aie the hardest people to govem in the 
world ; and if their présent Sovereign sometimes dœs things 
which we do not approve of, we must remember tbat his 
subjects are not free-thinking English people. Shakspeare 
said, " Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown ; " and though 
' the great bard intended that for one of the Henry's, the remark 
is painfuQy appKcable to ÏVench monarchs. 



LETTEE XVI. 



Paris Amusements — ^The Angelof Charity — ^Thc Princess Clotilde 
— ^A Clownish Prince — ^An Amusmg Mistake— Gallant 
Zouayes — ^The Impérial Family at Bt. Sauveur. 

Paris, Wednesday, August 31, 1859. 
Th£ weather has suddenly become so cool and de%htful, 
that for the last few days the Champs Elysées hâve presented 
90 gay and brilliantly-dresaed assembly of promenaders that 
one could ahnost fancy oneself in the middle of winter, whea 
ail the fashionables are in town. The théâtres, too, are fuller, 
and are attended by a better class of persons than for the last 
two or three months. The managers of thèse différent places 
of amusement hâve hasiily brought ont novelties to please, 
and some of the pièces presented lately are noticeable for 
their originality and wit. At the Gymnase, the Empress's 
favonrite théâtre, they hâve produced a three act comedy 
called TJn Ange de Chanté^ which is a beautifuUy-conceived 
and equaJly well carried out plot, the whole of the dialogue 
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being in rhyme. Though this style of play is rather in 
disfavour at the présent time, yet the author of the Ange de 
Chanté may well be proud of his success. The Angel of 
Charity is not a créature of the idéal world ; it is a woman of 
the monde, who, in spite of ail the false-heartedness and 
frivolity which surround her, is noble enough not to practice 
the baseness and seliishness of her frieutls, aiid to up.ostenta- 
tiously relieve many an aching heart and suffering frame. 
Pauline is a widow, young, handsome, rich, and has many 
suitors ; she does not wish to marry again, but it is necessary 
that her little son should hâve a father's hand to guide him. 
The two most serions aspirants for her hand are caUed, one 
George de Biron, a young fop, who, having run through ail 
his own fortune, is désirons of replenishing his coffers with 
the widow's ; the other, Durozeau, an old solicitor, who wishes 
to put an end to the hopes of a list of nièces and nephews, 
who each separately count on being his heir or heiress. 
Pauline has been very Idhd to a young man who gives 
lessons to her child, and who in the dénouement proves himself 
worthy of the compassion she has shown him. This is a 
beautiful portraiture of that unhappily large class of human 
beings fo whom éducation and gentle birth are misfortuncs, 
for they prevent their possessors asking ahns when they need 
it. Pauline asks George and Durozeau to find a place for 
Edmond d* Albert, her protégé^ but thèse two kind-hearted 
beings refuse, and the young man subsists on the lessons 
given to Pauline's cluld ; but scandai is at work, and Pauline 
feels that she must take from him this last hope. The most 
impressive scène in the play is that in which Edmond déclares 
to his benefactress that he has a secret to tell her, against 
which he has struggled for days, but which must be told. 
She tremblingly awaits the expected déclaration of love which 

H 2 
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must cause her to forbid him the house ; but no — he'asks an 
advance of money, he is on the point of starvation ! The 
young actor who delivers thèse lines infased a vigour and 
warmth into them which completely carried the audience by 
storm. Of course it ends by Pauline marrying the young 
protégé, and the conséquent utter defeat of M. de Biron and 
the old lawyer. Why is it that in England we cannot hâve 
such companies of good actors as in Prance ? It is usual to 
hâve one or two very good ones, and then those who fill the 
minor characters are so poor that they often mar the best 
efforts of an experienced actor. In the Ange de Chanté therc 
is a ball-room appendage in the shape of a man, who does 
not utter a single word during the whole course of the pièce ; 
and yet, so admirably is he dressed, so perfect is he in his 
gestures, that his entrance is always marked with applause. 
Madame Yestvali makes her first appearance at the Grand 
Opéra to-night in the character of Romeo ; she will be greeted 
with enthusiasm, no doubt. Ail the théâtres are organising 
their winter companies, and this season promises to be even 
more brilliant than the last. 

The only member of the Impérial family now left in Paris 
is the Princess Clotilde ; she drives out very quietly, having 
had the good sensé to abandon the out-riders, postillions, &c., 
which the Princes Napoléon and Jérôme sp delight in.. One 
wonders at her remaining in Paris the whole summer through 
— she has not even a viUa outside the town — and dming the 
hottest of the summer she remains either at the Palais Royal 
or their little place in the Avenue Montaigne, Many reports 
axe circulated about herself and her Impérial husband being 
very unhappy together ; but we must not place too much 
reliance on what Dame Rumour says, she is always busy with 
ihese great people ; one cannot refrain from observing, how- 
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ever, that the Princess is extremely distingué^ and lier 
husband is — quite the contrary, shall I say ? Yes, that is a 
very mild term. The time was, and that not many years ago, 
when the name prince and gentleman were synonymous 
ternis; now, au contraire, I don't think any gentlmian 
would ride through the streets of Paris in an Impérial calèche 
with a cigar in his mouth and a straw hat stuck rakishly on 
the front of his liead, his legs (don't be shocked, ladies, it is 
quite true) stretched out on the front seat, and his arm 
thrown over the back of the carnage ! Yet Frinces do thèse 
things. It is a pity that the Emperor Napoléon is obliged to 
acknowledge such relations. No one can say that his Majesty 
is not as dignified a Sovereign as ever held a sceptre, or that 
the Empress is not a fitting consort. 

' Wlûle I am on this subject, perhaps you wôll allow me to 
recount an amusing adventure, which, though it happened 
some months ago, can never hâve been told, as there was 
uo one présent but the principal actors in it, and your 
coiTespondent. The scène passed at the house of one of the 
most fashionable dressmakers in Paris. In the grand salon 
silks and other materials were lying on the table, and when I 
eiitered there was a lady présent who was choosing some 
dresses. I immediately recognized Lady C, having been 
iiitroduced to lier a few evenings before. She also remembered 
me, and bowing, she begged me to kindly give lier some 
advice as to the silks she was choosing, professing not to be a 
eonnoisseuse in French marcMiidise. While we were examining 
the diffèrent pattems, in burst an enormous fat lady (?), who 
began upbraiding the dressmaker for a delay in sending 
home some dress or another. " Sapristi" exclaimed the 
newcomer, " if this occurs again no more of my custom — and 
the dress, how does it fit, now that it is sent home ? Look ' 
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-^and, taking off ter shawl, she exposed to viewa dress laced 
irp the back, with about an inch of something whîte, whîch 
sbould hâve been hidden, shewing behind — " wdl, ail I can 
say is, that me voila ficelée comme un vrai jamhony This 
was too mucb for the aristocratie English lady, who, hastily 
dropping the silks, left the room followed by the dressmaker. 
*' Hâve the goodness to send my bill immediately ; had I 
known that you were in the habit of making dresses for mch 
persons, I should never hâve corne to you." The poor 
dressmaker looked Mghtened, then bewildered, then smiled 
complacently. " I understand yoiir ladyship's mistake," said 
she "e^ vraiment ce n* est pas étonnant que Madame V ait 'pensé; 
but," hère she lowered her voice, '^ c'est la Princesse B,, cousine 
de V Empereur. Lady C. burst into a fit of uncontrollable 
laughter at her mistake, and reassured the dressmaker by 
sTaying she would still patronize her, but begged to be put 
intp another room when the Princess B. came. The truth of 
this I can vouch for, as I was présent during the whole 
proceeding. I hâve seen the Princess frequently since, and 
always think of her comparing herself to what she in reality 
so much resembled — o. jambon. 

The Turcos having been aJready sent oif to Algeria, the 
Zouaves remain the undisputed récipients of ail the admiring 
glances from the nursery-maids, while their beautifiil uniforms 
and dashing manners attract the attention of ail the str^gigers 
now in the city. By the Parisians they are regarded as 
something more than human — both in the battle-field and 
also as avengers of right. A curions exemplification of this 
took place a few days ago at a little town near Paris. It 
happened to be ihid fête patronale of the town. Had I known 
such to be the case, I should certainly hâve declined the 
invitation to dine with my friend who lives there ; but I was 
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unaware of it, and aûer dinner, iinheeding the flight of time 
as we read abud altemately the fashionable intelligence in 
the last Laànf% Newspaper, I was snddenly reminded by tlie 
stnking of the clock that it was eleven exactly, and tbat the 
last train loffc at a quarter past. We made onr adieux 
quickly, and were soon at the raâlway station. But what a 
crowd — ^men, women, and chUdren, soldiers and dogs aH 
mixed up indiscriminately, and maldng noise enough to cause 
one to imagine it was " Bedlam " let loose. As is usnal in 
France, the doors of the ffare or dépôt are k^ fast locked 
tîll the officiai thinks fit to open them. Everybody was 
pushiiig to get near the door, as it was rumoured that theie 
woîuld not be room enongh in the train for ail the persons 
desirons of retnming to Paris. Of course, in this as in ail 
other crowds, oor poor sex got the worst of it ; two ladies 
near me wfâ*e so cmshed by the horrid men who wished to 
get in front of them, that the gentleman who was their cava- 
lier, cried ont, " Ici les Zouaves ; on maltraite les dames." 
At this appeal, the Zouaves, who formed a large portion of 
the assembly, sprang forward, and then began such a skirmish 
as I had never seen before, and hope never to see again. Tbe 
active little soldiers soon forced from the door ail men unac- 
companied by females, and forming themselves in a haie 
down either side of the waiting-room to the door, one called 
ont, " Ail ladies alone, or gentlemen with ladies, may now 
pass out — men alone keep back." And in this manner we 
passed out quietly, leaving our heroic guard of honour to 
bring up the rear. In ail the nulitary pièces that are played, 
it is always the Zouaves who are the heroes — ^it was the 
Zouaves who were received with the greatest enthusiasm the 
day of the entrée of the troops. In fact, the Zouaves are the 
régiments par excellence of the French army. 
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The Emperor and Empress are still at St. Sauveur taking 
the baths. Much appréhension has been caused in Paris 
among the admirers of Her Majesty by the fact of the 
Emperor's announcmg in answer to a request that their 
Majesties should visit Pau, that *' the Empressas health had 
been so much ajffected by the various émotions she had lately 
undergone, that she required extraordinaiy attention, and 
that he thought their médical advisers would not consent to 
her Majesty's visiting Pau." I suppose the Emperor's object 
in saying this is, that he wishes repose, and not réceptions, 
balls, &c., at St. Sauveur. Her Majesty is winning the 
hearts of the country people, it appears, by her sympathy 
with them and unbounded generosity. It is said that their 
Majesties take long walks daîly without the slightest st^te, 
mixing and talking freely to the people, and often visiting 
their cottages to see that they are comfortably lodged. How 
commendable this is ; I am sure the whole English nation, 
for this one act alone, will unité with the Prench in the cry 
of " Vive l'Empereur." 



LETTEE XVII. 



Theatrical Gossip — M. Roger, the Ténor — Crowning the Rosière 
— ^The Amnesty — New Hospital for Workmen — Hair-breaclth 
Escapes — ^A Gênerons Benefactor — ^The Emperor and Em- 
press — ^The Duchess of Parma and her Family. 

Paris, Wednesday, September 7, 1859. 
The theatrical week has been an extremely brilliant one, 
although one of the théâtres has been obliged to disappoint 
the public three separate times — I refer to the Grand Opéra. 
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In my last letter I annoimced to you that Madame VestvaK 
was to make lier début as Eoméo, but a séries of unforeseen 
accidents hâve occurred to prevent the giving of the pièce. 
In the first place, Madame Gueymard asked for d^ congé oî 
two days ; it was impossible to refuse, as this artiste has 
sung without cessation, through the whole summer. Then 
Madame Vestvgli was indisposed ; and afterwards, the Rus- 
sian danseme, Mdle. Zina, sprained her ankle. In spite of 
ail this they promise Eoméo et Juliette this evening, but I 
should not be sm^prised if it were again. put oiF. At the 
Opéra Comique La Fagode is still retarded by the indisposi- 
tion of Mdle. Bousquet. In the meantime th^ are giving 
some amusing one act trifles, and the promise of Montaubry 
in Le Songe d'une Nuit d'Eté, the operatic Midmmmer Nighfa 
Bream, The Odéon, the Ambigu Comique, and the Théâtre 
Lyrique ail opened the same night. Without Mdme. Miolan 
Carvalho the Lyrique présents little charm ; so I will speak 
more at length of this théâtre when that artiste makes her 
appearance. The Italiens, though not opening before the Ist of 
October, has already given a list of its company. The wor- 
ahipped Mario's name is not to be found on the programme, 
but we are to hâve Tamberlik for six weeks, and Gardoni 
after to be Mario's remplaçant, so we do not much complain, 
especiaUy as the female artistes' names comprise those of 
Mesdames Penco, Borghimamo, Alboni, Cambardî, and 
Dottini, with the excellent buifo Zucchini, the favourite bary- 
tone Badiali, and Graziani and Merly. Altogether the 
season promises to be an excessively briUiant one. The little 
théâtre of the Bouffes Parisiens is making extraordinary 
exertions for the production of novelties. They are rehears- 
ing a pièce called Geneviève de Brabant, which includes ail 
the talent of the company, and promises to be something 
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extanordiiuuy in a musical way. Facflities aie afibrded to 
oorrespeiideiits to asngter at the lehearsals, but I prefer wait- 
ing for the opening night ; sitting in adark misérable theatie 
for two or tliree honrs on a beantifol sunsliiny day, to see an 
imperfect rendering of (often) a bad pièce» is fax firom agiee- 
able. 

The most devoted friends of Ec^er, the nnfortimate ténor 
who bas jnst lost Ms ann firom the accidentai dischai^ of bis 
gnn, conld not tiave hoped for a more speedy recovery than he 
bas bad. He bas been leaving bis bed to dine with bis 
fiimily for the last week ; anotber week will see bim com- 
pletely cnred. The Grand Opéra bas not oeased for a day 
bis montbly salary of 6,000f. (400Q; in addition to tbis 
some fiiends of the artist are occnpying thernselves with 
getting np two or tbree concerts for bis benefit ; but Eoger 
wisbes to sing at tbem, therefore tbey cannot take place 
immediately. Charrière, a celebrated man in bis way, is 
making a mecbanical arm for the singer, which it is said is 
nearer perfection than anything yet invented. There is a 
romonr that a subscription is being quietly raised, and that 
the night of the first concert Boger wiU receive one of Tahan's 
most beautiful pocket-books, containing a considérable sum. 
1 hope it does not seem unkind ; but really, bere is a man 
who owns a magnificent property near Paris, who is not 
incapacitated firom pursuing his vocation, who bas a fine 
salary coming in continually, and yet he is to be presented 
with money ! Well, human nature will always be thus, I 
suppose. 

The peculiarly French ccremony of crowning the Eosière 
took place last Saturday at Surenes, a little village near Paris. 
Most of my readers are aware, no doubt, that the Rosière is 
the name given to the young girl who bas conducted berself 
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tbe best ^'duiing the year. Tt is an aadent custom, and a 
mucb more împosing one than I imagined. The town pie* 
sented ail the appearanœ of 9kfUe^ tbe rillagers being dressed 
ont in tbeîr boliday dotbes, and ail work being snspended. 
The churcb was bandsomely deoorated for tbe occasion, and 
tbe Arcbbisbop of Paris presided. A seat covered witb red 
velvet was placed for Monseigneur, and a pktform for tbe 
Mayor and Municipal Coancil. Opposite tbe latter were 
seats for tbe competitors for tbe prize, and aLso chairs for tbe 
descendants of tbe Gountess Desbassyns de Bicbemont, wbo 
in 1804, endowed tbe Commune witb a rente for tbe 
re-establisbment of tbe ceremony. Baron Hausmann, Prefect 
of tbe Seine, was also présent. Divine service baving been 
performed, and a very impressive and appropriate sermon 
delivered by tbe Abbé Duguerry, of tbe Madeleine, tbe name 
of tbe successful candidate was announced to be Prudence 
Ameline. Tbe blnsbing young girl baving received tbe béné- 
diction of tbe Arcbbisbop, was led to tbe présent Gountess 
de Desbassyns, wbo placed tbe crown of wbite roses on the 
bead, wliicb act involves the gift of a dot or dowry, on tbe 
day of the marriage. Tbe other candidates received présents 
of handsomely-bound books. Tbe Rosière was tben con- 
ducted back to tbe Mairie, and tbe company departed. It is 
an excellent custom, an incentive being thus given to good 
bebaviour ; and thougb, perbaps, it is teacbing young girls to 
do right, not for rigbt's sake, but for tbat of being tbe 
Bosière, it is better than not to do right at ail. The young 
girl was pretty, and seemed modest. It was said tbat Baron 
Hausmann made her a munificent présent. 

The Minister of the Interîorbas addressed a circular to 
tbe différent Prefects, calling their attention to the necessity 
of promptly executing the amnesty. Persons in prison for 



108 PHOTOGBAPHS OF PABIS I.1FE. 

political offences are not only to be set at liberty, but to 
those who require it pecuniary assistance will be given to 
retum to the places where tbey intend to réside. The magna- 
nimity of this act deserves laudation. 

The Trench are not usually considered a gênerons people, 
but it is a fact that many of their institutions are founded on 
very benevolent principles, and indicate a noble spirit of sym- 
pathy for the unfortunate and the poor. Some time ago a new 
eleemosynary institution was inaugurated hère. It consists 
of a large and commodious retreat, which is intended for the 
résidence of workmen recovering from the diseases of which 
they hâve been cured in the city hospitals, but who require 
more or less time for a perfect re-establishment of their health. 
This new hospital is endowed with fifty acres of ground, laid 
out in walks and grass plots, and decorated with fountains 
and running water. It has long corridors for promenades 
during rainy weather, and is in evefy way adapted to the 
réception of invalids able to move about. The initiative ôf 
this great establishment was taken by the Emperor, the State 
paying the greater part of the expense, and the city the 
remainder. About 500 persons can be received at once, and 
it is compuled that the number of invalids who will annually 
be received wiU amount to 6,000. 

It was the gênerai remark of young Englishmen coming 
to Paris during the war, that the most fashionable cercle — 
the Jockey Club — was almost deserted. The reason is that 
many of its members, ofïicers in the army, had been sent off 
to join their régiments in Italy. Many of the most noble 
and spirituel were doomed, alas ! never to retum to their 
favourite place of réunion — ^two gentlemen, however, the 
Count de la Rochfoucauld and the Viscount de Talon, escaped 
death in a miraculous way. The former charging the 
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Austrian cavalry received five wounds and was made prisoner. 
None of the wounds were mortal, but one of them was 
caused in a very extraordinary manner ; a hulan placed his 
pistol close to the Count's forehead and pulled the trigger, 
but the bail, instead of shattering his seuil, went round the 
frontal bone, tearing off the skin, and making its escape into 
empty space, causing a hole in the kepi. As to M. Talon, 
whilst charging at the head of the company at Solferino, he 
arrived in an Austrian square, and received a discharge of 
balls, which, however, only wounded his horse without 
touching him. The horse fell, but the rider jumped, sword 
in hand, and presently had his kepi eut through by a sword ; 
a moment after he received a second blow on the head, but 
in the confusion, the soldier hit him with the flat of the 
sword. Finally M. Talon received a thrust from^ a bayonet, 
which threw him to the ground ; but the soldier who gave it 
was astonished to see him rise and get away. The soldier 
thought, no doubt, that the young officer had some talisman 
àbout him ; and so he had. During the campaign in the 
Crimea, M. Talon complained that he had broken the glass of 
his watch, and could not get it replaoed. A soldier overhear- 
ing him, said, " Lieutenant, give me a pièce of two francs, 
and ï will put in a glass that will never break." The man, 
who WM H watchmaker by trade, took the two-franc pièce, 
and beating it ont till it became large enough, sldlfiilly fixed 
it into the place usually occupied by the glass. The watch, 
then, was on one side gold and on the other silver. On his 
return to France, M. Talon continued to wear the watch as a 
souvenir of the Crimea ; he had it in his pocket at the battle 
of Solferino, and it was against it that the point of the 
Austrian's bayonet struck. The thrust was such a violent 
one, that the point of the bayonet passed through both coin 
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-and watch. " Thus," said M. Talon, in recounting the affair, 
*' I owe my life to a two-franc pièce." A gentleman présent 
remarked, that he oonsidered the money exceedingly well 
invested; and so it was, for it has preserved to France a 
brave soldier, and to his family a worthy scion of a noble 
bouse. , 

The Moniteur publishes the following note from the gêne- 
rai administration of public assistance : — 

" Lord Seymour, who lately died in Paris, disposed of bis 
fortune by a will, according to the tenus of which he bas 
constituted several charitable institutions of Paris and London, 
conjointly, bis universal legatees. He bas, moreover, decided 
that the portion of that fortune which is to corne to the esta- 
blishments of Paris shall be employed in the purchase of 
landed property, not to be resold. It is the duty of the 
administration to point out to pi^Jîlic gratitude the name of 
this gênerons benefactor,, who, in thus sharing his property 
between the poor of Paris and of London, bas contributed as 
much as was in his power to tighten the bonds which already 
so happily unité the two capitals of the civilised world." 

The Emperor and Empress are still at St. Sauveur, enjoy- 
ing the mountain air and thermal baths. It is said that this 
treatment bas a wonderful effect upon the Empress's health. 
When the weather ia bad her Mqjesty is conducted to the 
bath establishment in a sedan chair àla Marie Thérèse. They 
leave St. Sauveur the lOth inst., and on the night of the same 
day make a grand entrée into the town of Bayonne, which will 
be brilliautly illuminated for the occasion. Their Majesties 
will ride through the principal streets, and taking post-horses 
proceed to Biarritz, a ride of about an hour and a-half. On 
the llth September, the King of the Belgians and the 
Emperor of the French will hâve an interview at Biarritz* 
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The Emperor is to leave Biarritz on tlie 13tli, and proceed to 
the camp at Chalons. Some grand manœuvres willhere take . 
place under the eyes of the Emperor and the persons of 
distinction who are invited to witness them. TheEmprèss- 
and Impérial Prince will remain at Biarritz till after the 
raising of the camp, when the whole Impérial family will 
proceed to the Palace at Compiègne. The building has been 
undergoing repairs, and is now in ail its pristine grandeur. 
The number of visitors, it is said, is unusally large. 

A rumour has been flying about Paris to the effect that 
the Emperors Napoléon and Francis Joseph are soon to hâve 
another interview, and that a town in Switzerland will be 
chosen for the rendez vous. Speaking of Switzerland, it may 
be of interest to my readers to hear the account given by a 
gentleman just retumed from that countiy, of taking passage 
on the same steamer with one of the deposed ItaHan 
Princesses. The writes says : *' Scarcely had we taken our 
places on the deck, when we noticed at the other end of the 
seat a lady surrounded by a group of merry laughing children. 
She wore a straw hat without either ribbons or feathers, and a 
moming dress of extrême simphcity. It is impossible to 
imagine sweeter or more pleasing features, or more affable 
manners. That lady was the Duchess of Parma, on her way 
from Genoa to Eriburg with her children and several atten- 
dants. The young Duke Bobert, who appeared to be nine 
or ten years of âge, contemplated the lake and mountains 
with a thoughtfol air. His youngerbrother treated him with 
great déférence, and I observed that he touched his hat 
whenever he spoke to him, The young Princesses had a 
most pleasing air of gentleness and good-nature. The 
youngest, a very pretty and lively child, amused herself by 
carrying her doU up and down the deck^ and went every now 
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and then to whisper some great secret to her governess. Her 
brothers and sisters, part of the time, crowded round a 
ju^ler, admiring his dexterity, and purchasing a îew trifles 
firom him." The only point I hâve to cavil at in the above 
is the assertion of the Duchess's weaiing a hat '^without 
either ribbons or feathers." I dare say the unfortunate 
lady desires to be simple in her dress, but it is hardly possible 
that she would wear a hat wîthout the slightest trimming. 
Only fancy, ladies, how horrible it would look ! But we 
ail know that the Duchess de Parma was Louise de Bourbon, 
and a French woman would never wear an untrimmed hat. 
This is perhaps an uncalled for addition to a pretty stoTV ; 
so for fear of meeting the disapprobation of my readers, I say 
au revoir till next week. 



LETTEE XVriI. 



The Impérial Court — ^Interview between King Leopold and tlie 
Emperor — ^The Grand Opéra and its Impérial Visitors — 
Présent Aspect of Paris — A Yankee Duped — American 
Toadyism — An Awkward Mistake. 

Paris, Wednesday, September 14, 1859. 
The Emperor and Empress left St. Sauveur at one o'clock 
on the aftemoon of Sunday, and arrived at Tarbes at sevenin 
the evening. Their Majesties alighted at the résidence of M. 
Fould, where they passed the night. The next day they left 
for Bayonne, and thence to Biarritz. On the road to St. 
Sauveur the people assembled in crowds, and testified by 
their warm acclamations their gratitude for ail the beuefits 
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conferred by their Majesties on that part of thc country. 
The réception at Bayonne was, it is said, one of great 
' splendeur; and peasants beàring torches were stationed 
along the whole route from Bayonne to Biarritz, to do 
honour to their sovereign. The Empress is said to hâve 
benefited in an astonishing manner by the thermal treatment 
of St. Sauveur. Her Majesty was extremely anxious to visit 
Pau, but the Emperor feared it would fatigue her, and so the 
Empress's desires cannot be gratified. 

By telegraph we leam that the interview between King 
Leopold and the Emperor Napoléon, took place this morning. 
Of course, the subject of conversation is as yet unknown. 

Madame Vestvali made her début last Wednesday, in 
Roméo et Juliette, Take the performance as a whole, it was 
a good one j and this artute may consider she bas made a 
hit. The habitués of the Grand Opéra are not so fastidious 
as those of the Italiens. Prince Napoléon and the Princess 
Clotilde honoured the théâtre on the night of Madame Vest- 
vali's début, I had the good fortune to be in the very next 
loge to that of her Impérial Highness, and consequently had 
an excellent opportunity of scanning her. She has, what is 
veiy rare among Trench ladies, a beautiful complexion, and 
I honestly believe does not make use of any of the prépara- 
tions for the skin with which Paris is filled. Her hair is 
light, rather inclined to be red ; but her shoulders and neck 
are superb, and can vie successfully with those of the 
Empress. She is decidedly not pretty, having an over- 
hanging brow, which makes her look âl-tempered. I 
observed Prince Napoléon carefully, and am happy to state, 
that apart from having a pair of gloves^ whose deanliness 
might hâve shocked an English gentleman's mind, he com- 
mitted no other gaucherie — ^in fact, crossing his arma on the 

I 
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Telvet covered railing before him, his Impérial Highness's 
attention seemed engrossed during the wliole evening by the 
perusal of tbe libretto of the pièce. Madame Miolan 
Carvallio bas made bel rentrée in Fauat, TJseless would it 
be describing tbe cbntinued plaudits wbicb greeted tbis 
favourite singer, or tbe quantities of bouquets, laurel-wreatbs, 
&c., &c., wbicb were tbrown to ber, I am sure tbat you wiU 
agrée witb me in tbinking tbat tMs sort of tbing is pleasant 
enougb to witness, and must be exceedingly agreeable to tbe 
récipient ; but to go into a lengtbened description of it, for 
persons wbo were not présent, is ratber insipid. 

Tbe weatber is extremely pleasant, and bas been so for 
tbe last week; cool and bracing, it bas been like an 
encbanter's wand, for it bas tbrown open for air and prépar- 
ation tbe grand botels of tbe ricb and noble families wbo ây 
from Paris as soon as Spring's génial breezes corne, and only 
retum wben " Jack Frost " is about. However, tbere are 
already some of tbe iine équipages of tbe well-kuown families 
to be seen rolling up and down tbe Cbamps Elysées, and tbe 
activity of trade is a sure sign tbat tbe élite of Paris will 
soon be at borne. 

Speaking of tbe élite, reminds me of wbat bas just befallen 
a young American now in Paris, and I will take tbe liberty 
of giving tbe détails of tbe affair. He is a gay, ardent 
Soutbemer, and left bis native city a few montbs since, 
baving arrived at tbe âge of twenty-one, and tbe full enjoy- 
ment of a large fortune. He came to Paris witb tbe 
intention of getting into tbe best sbciety No new noUeaàe 
would suit bis reilned taste. His désire was to be on terms 
of deligbtful familiarity wjitb tbe denizens of tbe Faubourg 
St. Germain, tbe quartier ^ par excellence^ of tbe haute noblesse. 
Once in tbe gay capital, be set about accomplisbing bis 
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purpose with decided energy. He perfected himself in the 
language, and took lessons in dancing and music. This 
idea grew upon him during the lapse of time necessary to 
acquire thèse, accomplishments, and he frequently informed 
the persons whom he met of his détermination. At last he 
made the âcqnaintance of a young man, a fellow-pupil at the 
dancing academy, to whom he imparted his désir bmlant. 
This new acquaintance praised the idea, informed the 
young American that he was enchanted to hear of this résolve, 
and ended by promising his aid, which was no small gain, 
as he was a hona fide Gount, hot one of the mushroom 
nobility, bat a person whose ancestors had had the 
inestimable privilège of following the crazy monk to Palestine 
and knocking off the heads of sondiy infidels. Decidedly he 
was of the ancienne noblesse, and he felt flattered that a 
Bepublican shonld évince such a praiseworthy désire to enter 
the circle of society to which the Gount belonged; nay more, 
he would assist the young stranger, and at once proposed to 
introduce him to his aunt the Marquise. Delighted beyond 
measure at this stroke of good fortune, the American seized 
his new acquaintance by the hand and in the most grateful 
manner retumed his thanks, and asked the noble Gount to 
•' take a drink." The acquaintance ripened into the warmest 
friendship; so much so, that the Gount persuaded the 
American to take a larger suite of rooms, to get afinecarriage 
and more servants, and proposed to his delighted firiend that 
they should live together. They did so for several months, 
during which time the young stranger paid ail the bills, it 
being agreed that he should do so for the first year, the 
Gount the next. The Southemer was duly presented to the 
Marquise, whom he found to be a most charming woman, a 
widow living in the Quartier St. Germain, and having about 

I 2 
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her the évidences of wealth and taste. She was very agree- 
able and kind to the young stranger, and took him with her 
to the Opéra, and to call upon many of her titled friends. 
She Avas a handsome woman, and quite young, and, as a 
natural conséquence, the gentleman was soon épria of the 
Marquise. He even went so far one night as to propose 
marriage. She gravely told him that she was partial to him, 
but that lier family would never consent to her marrying a 
•raan without a title. He was in despair, and hastened to 
tell the Count, the confidant of his love. The Count was 
sorn-, and really did not know what to do for his young 
friend, but would try to make the Marquise relent. ïhe 
next day the Count came in, radiant and with a smiling 
air. He had found out an expédient by which the American 
might overcome the diflSculty. He knew a man, an agent 
of the Duke of Tuscany, who had a title for sale ; it was dear, 
but then the Marquise was enormously rich, and loved the 
young man so sincerely, that if once he possessed this title she 
would marry the American, even if it cost him ail his 
fortune. Eired with the idea of being a noble, and espousing 
a Marquise, the young Southerner rushed to the person 
indicated, and asked the price of the wished-for title. Alas, 
it was dear ; almost ail the money he possessed was necessary 
to buy it. He hesitated, but having again seen the Marquise 
that night at a soirée given by her, he signed a chèque, and 
handed it tg the seller of the title (who, by a wonderful 
coincidence, happened to be at the party), for the amount 
asked for the parchment that was to make him the happy 
possessor of a woman who, although much older than 
hiinself, was a Marquise of the havie noblesse. He retumed 
to his rooms that night full of hope and Champagne, and 
sank to slumber, murmuring the name of his future spouse. 
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He awoke laie the next day to find the Count gone, having 
just rcceived a letter calling him to one of his estâtes in Italy. 
The young man cared but little for the absence of the Count ; 
he flew to meet his promised wife. Arrived at the house, 
he was iuformed that Madame no longer lived there ; she 
had left in the moming early, without saying where she was 
going. Light dawned upon the Yankee : he rashed to his 
banker's ; the chèque had been presented early in the moming 
and paid, but a few thousand francs remained to his crédit. 
He soon ascertained that he had been duped — his parchment 
was ail that remained ; and upon opening the rouleau^ he 
found that it was a fine photograph of the Pont Neuf. This 
week the young gentleman goes back to the United States, 
cured of his désire to associate with the noblesse, and a poor 
man. 

This story bas a moral whicli may be of service to young 
strangers of ail nations coming to Paris. It has been the lot 
of your correspondent to make the acquaintance of a great 
many Americans — in fact a couple of years I passed in the 
United States. I formed a very favourable opinion of our 
cousins; I consider them noble-hearted, gênerons, high- 
minded people for the most part ; of course, they hâve their 
foibles, and perhaps the greatest of ail thèse meets the eye con- 
tinually in Paris. Any one seeing the carnages of the wealthy 
Americans in Paris would never for a moment imagine their 
owners to be Eepublicans, belonging to a country having no 
order of nobility, and where ail the men of mark are those who 
hâve made their own standing and réputation. For thèse 
vehicles are the finest you see, hâve very large coats of arms 
on the panels, and the servants are dressed out in the most 
gorgeous liveries. It really does seem a wonder to one 
knowing the country, how thèse good people came in 
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possession of tbe splendid couronnes of marquis, duke, or 
count. The French, when informed that Americans hâve 
neither titles nor wear orders, and in fact consider themselves 
as noble without such things as with them, are inclined to 
look upon the owners of the described carnages and liveries 
as — I leave you to imagine what, The magnificent coats of 
anns of thèse Eepublicans are displayed by them upon ail 
occasions. They paste them in the backs of their books, 
hâve them embroidered on their clothes, carry immense seal 
rings with the " arms " engraved thereupon most exquisitely, 
with which rings they seal the most casual note they hâve to 
Write, be it to friend, stranger, tailor, or bonnet-maker. 
Erother Jonathan must not be astonished if John Bull and 
Crapaud shrug their shoulders when the Yankee talk of 
equality and independence, seeiug as they do citizens of the 
boasted land of liberty go to any expense, or intrigue in the 
meanest way, to be favoured with an entrée at a court bail, 
or to hâve a nobleman sit at their dinner-table. 

A laughable incident occured the other day to the 
handsome Miss N , of London, whose sparkling con- 
versation and fine teeth are tuming the heads of the susceptible 
Frenchmen just now. " Send me some poudre d'orrisy* 
said she, to the demoiselle of one of the grand perfumery 
establishments. " Très bien, Mademoiselle " We ail know 
that orris root is very good for the teeth. The mother of ihe 
young lady, who is a very High Churchwoman, and has a 
laudable horror of ail French Mvolities and déceptions, was 
petrified about half an hour after at receiving, directed to her 
daughter, a packet oî poudre de riz, the secret of the deadly- 
pale complexion of the Parisian ladies so much' in vogae 

among them. The arrivai of Miss N and her explanation 

pacified the unhappy mamma, who immediately imagined she 
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had brought her cliild to the verge of an abyss in allowing 
her to remain a few weeks in Paris. The 'poudre de riz was 
soon exchanged for potidre é^orrisy with many apologies on the 
part of the demoiselle of the shop. 

I hâve not spoken much of the fashions for some time 
past, because the undecided state of the weather has 
prevented the grand dress and bonnet-makers from bringing 
ont any Nouveautés; but now that the season is on the point 
of opéning, the beau monde coming back, and strangers 
arriving, thèse important people will be giving us some of 
the new fashions for next winter, which I shall not fail to 
transmit to my readers. 



LETTEE XIX. 



The Interview Between the Emperor and the King of the Bel- 
gians — ^Visit of the Emperor of Austria to the Emperor Na- 
poléon— -The Camp at Chalons — Theft of M. Hua's Child — 
Liberty of the Press in Erance — Paris Amusements — ^Affect- 
ing Incident — Paris Sad v. Paris Gay — The Invited to Com- 
piègne — Autumn Eashions . 

Paris, Wednesday, September 21, 1859. 
We leam from Bayonne that Kiug Leopold, on his arrivai at 
that place, was received with great cordiality by the inhabi- 
tants. His Majesty proceeded to Biarritz in the Impérial 
carriage, and alighted at the résidence prepared for him. He 
had scarcely arrived, says a letter from Biarritz, before a 
modest coupé, drawn by two horses, drove up to the door ; the 
Emperor alone was in the carriage : the King stood at the 
head of the staircase, and when the two sovereigns met they 
shook hands cordially and then retired to the Grand Salon, 
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ivhich they did not leave for an hour and a half. At the end 
of that time the King and Emperor re-entered the cou^pé and 
drove to the Villa Eugénie, wliere the Empress was waiting 
to receive her august visitor. It is said that the King of 
the Belgians was charmed with her Majesty, whose beauty and 
^spirituelle conversation were even greater than he expected. 
The King's stay at Biarritz is to be but short. Some absurd 
rumours as to the purport of his Majesty's visit hâve been 
flying about Paris. Perhaps the most ridiculous of ail is the 
foUowing, that King Leopold is gone to Biarritz simply to ask 
for the throne of Central Italy for his second son, the Comte 
de Flandres. This of course is without foundation. 

The magnificent Palace at Compiègne had undergone 
repairs for the réception of the Impérial Court. The Em- 
peror of Austria is expected to spend several weeks with their 
Majesties at Compiègne \ and the fine Palace of the Elysées, 
in the Eaubourg St. Honore, the former résidence of Napoléon 
I. and Joséphine, is §aid to be placed at the disposition of 
his Majesty of Austria ; but it is hardly probable that that 
Sovereign, after stopping at Comfiègne, will make a séjour in 
Paris. 

The Emperor Napoléon has abandoned his intention of 
visiting the camp at Chalons this year ; in fact, orders hâve 
been given for the immédiate raising of the Camp, as the 
soldiers are already suffering from the cold and damp. 
Heavy rains hâve fallen, and the Emperor's solicitude for the 
soldiers has been so great, that his Majesty has foregone his 
désire of being présent at the grand manœuvres. It is said, 
however, that the whole 'of the time, since the formation of 
the camp, has been usefuUy employed; as on the days-when 
there were no field exercises the men hâve employed their 
time in gymnastics, fencing, dancing, &c. " Perfect order," 
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excellent discipline^ and an admirable feeling of military 
brotberhood bas never oeased to reign among the troops of 
the différent arms," says tbe Comtitutionnel. 

A melancboly affair occarred a few days ago at tbe 
lïdleries Garden. A nurse, carrying a cbild of about two 
montbs old, was accosted by a young and well-dressed person, 
wbo asked if tbat was not tbe cbild of M. Huà, Judge of tbe 
Impérial Court; tbe nurse answered in tbe affirmative, 
wbereupon tbe person, embracing tbe infant, tenderly ex- 
claimed, " I am bis aunt,'' and taking tbe cbild in ber arms, 
sbe made affectionate enquiries after différent members of tbe 
family, After a few moments conversation, tbe soi-disant 
aunt discovered tbat sbe bad left ber parasol in a sbop oppo- 
site tbe Rue de Eivoli ; sbe begged tbe nurse to fetch it, 
saying sbe would take care of tbe baby till sbe returned. 
Tbe simple country-woman fell into tbe snare, and wben sbe 
returned from ber errand found no trace of eitber tbe woman 
or cbild. Tbe unfortunate créature, after a searcb of several 
bours, was obliged to return borne, and break tbe news to 
ber mistress. M. Hua ofers a reward of ten tbousand francs 
(JÊ400) for tbe recovery of tbe cbild ; tbe police are making 
tbe most active researcbes, but up to tbe présent moment, 
tbree days after tbe cbild's disappearance, no due to tbe tbief 
bas been found. It is generaUy supposed tbat tbe object of 
tbis inbuman act was vengeance, as M. Hua, in bis capacity 
of Judge of tbe Impérial Court, is often forced by bis décisions 
to make enemies. The nurse of tbe cbild isin tbe most déplor- 
able state — reason seems to be leaving ber; wbile tbe motber 
and fatber are, as may be imagined, plunged in tbe deepest 
despair. Tbis is not tbe first time tbat cbildren bave been 
stolen from tbe Tuileries Garden ; and yet tbere are a number 
of guards constantly walking about. It seems really extra- 
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ordinary that they did not observe as peculiar, a well-dressed 
person rushing away with a child ; for she must hâve run 
fast to be able to bave reacbed tbe opposite gâte before the 
nurse's retum. Let iis hope that this inhumaii wretch may 
soon be discovered. 

The note which appeared in the day before yestesday's 
Moniteur, disclainÛDg any intention to change as regards the 
liberty of the press, bas cansed the greatest disappointment ; 
the more so, as the article published in the semi-official 
Constitutionnel may reasonably be called a half-promise, at 
least, of entire freedom of the mighty engine. After aU, one 
cannot much blâme the head of the State ; self-preservation 
is the first law, and he knows that the people he governs bave 
only to be told by the press that the reigning Sovereign is an 
" imbécile," to fully believe it without the least inquiry into 
the matter for themselves. The French could never under- 
stand and appreciate a joui'nal like " Punch," which attacks 
indiscriminately, but without bitter feeling, ail leading states- 
men both at home and abroad. Start anything like that 
hère, ridicule any of the Ministers or other Government 
oflSicials, and the Erenchman would immediately take it au 
sérieux, and it would be the signal for the downfal of that 
Minister or Government officiai. Truly, they are a strange 
people. 

The new building, next to the Palais de l'Industrie and 
opposite to the Cirque de Tlmpératrice in the Champs 
Elysées, is now quite completed. Thcre will be a panoramic 
exhibition in it, and the workmen arp now occupied in placing 
the pictures. It is said that this will be the most wonderful 
thing of its kind known, that the most magical illusions and 
delusions are to be performed. One picture, called the 
" Battle of the Pyramids " bas cost thirty-five artists eighteen 
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months of constant toil, and 70j000f. expense to the owner. 
This picture is 127 yards long and 16 yards hîgh, and to get 
it into the building destined for its réception it will be 
necessary to unroof the bouse, and, by means of a descending 
railway, place the picture into its proper position. Paris bas 
so many places of amusement already that building another 
seems madness; but then the Parisians are the greate^ 
theatre-goers in the world, and I dare say this will be, like 
every additional café that appears on the Boulevard — crowded 
constantly. A band of negro singers are now giving enter- 
tainments in one of the small halls hère ; but as they are 
real, and not blacked-for-the-occasion negroes, they do not 
meet with the support of their compatriots the Americans, 
while their wom-out jokes in English are anything but 
amusing to the French, as is proved by the "beggarly 
account of empty boxes " which nightly greets their view. 

The beautifnl cpmedy by Madame de Girardin, called La 
joie fait peur — one of the favourites of the répertoire of the 
Français — was being played, a few evenings ago, in one of 
the provincial towns, when the foUowing incident occurred. 
One of the actresses, Madame Larmet, had no sooner made 
her entrée than she burst into a violent flood of tears, which 
continued such a length of time that the curtain was obliged 
to be lowered. The audience, with that impetuosity which 
characterises the French, gave vent to loud sounds of disap- 
probation, and after a few moments the stage manager made 
bis appearance, and explained that the child of Madame 
Larmet had died the aftemoon of that day, and that if she 
was obliged to continue the performance, she begged the 
indulgence of the audience. Loud cries of " She must not 
play " were heard on ail sides, and the pièce was changed. 
It may seem hard-hearted in the manager not to hâve given 
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the râle to another person — ^if necessary change the pièce ; 
but he is excusable when one takes into considération the 
nature of a French audience — ^they are exigeants to the last 
degree. No actor ia France dare interlard any play with his 
own speeches ; if such a thing were done, so as to admit of 
no doubt, the audience would demand an apology. This bas 
occurred often. They seem to look upon the changing of 
anything in the programme as a direct insuit to themselves. 
It is a good idea in the long run, but sometimes brings about 
disagreeable scènes, as in the case of Madame Larmet. 

I ara afraid that my letter is rather lugubrious this week. 
If you knew what sort of a day it is, you would not wonder 
at it — damp, raw, rainy, dark, disagreeable — ^in fact, one of 
the days which show Paris's revers de la médaille in its most 
aolemn light. As long as the sun shines> Paris is certainly 
the most beautiful place in the world— gay, dazzling, and 
brilliant. London is like some great monastery in com- 
parison ; but when the rain cornes — alas, qtiel changement ! — 
ail is gloomy, misérable, and saddening. Whilst in London 
the man of business trudges gaily along through the rain, 
thinking of the cosy little nest where the dear ones are 
making ail tidy for papa's arrivai, the same homme d'affaires 
is in Paris looking as cross and gloomy as the weather, when 
he thinks of his appartement up numberless flights of stairs, 
where the only occupation of madame and les enfants is to 
gaze moodily out on the white blank wall in front of the 
court-yard undemeath them ; for they hâve not yet reached 
the degree of prosperity necessary for the renting of an 
appartemmt looking on the street. Madame's salon is ail 
white and gold, perhaps — how beautiful it looks at nighl 
with the chandeliers lighted, or of a beautiful sunshiny 
moming — but to-day it gives the poor lady a shudder as she 
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looks at its solemn coldness ; she résolves to tell Monsieur 
when lie gets home that she will be content with less theatre- 
going and carriages to the Bois, if he will change their 
appartertient for one looking on the street; even if it be 
smaller, and paper on the waUs instead of gilding, she will be 
satisfied, it will be so much more cheerful; but the next 
bright day and the production of a grand new pièce with 
scenic efFects at the Opéra, changes Madame's résolve, which 
is formed and broken as the weather is good or bad. 

It is said that the invitations for the séjour at Compiègne 
hâve ail been delivered, though the names of persons invited 
hâve not as yet appeared in the daily papers, as is the 
custom. I saw some beautiful dresses being made for the 

Countess de L , whose name figures among the first of 

the invitées. It was made of black satin (satin will be very 
much in vogue this year), corsage without points, large 
flowing sleeves, the dress being omamented with little bands 
of black velvet, about five inches in width, ten in number, set 
perpendicularly ail round the bottom of the skirt; thèse 
bands are most elaborately embroidered with black silk, aiid 
a small heading of black lace. Same trimming on the 
corsage and sleeves. The ceinture is composed of black 
velvet, embroidered in the same manner, with two long ends 
trimmed with deep black lace. This forms an excessively rich 
dress, even in black ; but when made in colours — ^for instance, 
a blue satin with blue velvet, or a white satin with mauve 
velvet — ifc is for a dinner dress tout ce qu^il y a de jplm 
élégant. It may not be uninteresting to know the price of 
this dress; the dressmaker asked 300f., or dB12, for it, quite 
ready to put on, in any colour. As the embroidery on the 
velvet is very fine, this may not be called an exorbitant priée. 
^ ( . The scarfs so much wom in England for the last twoyears 
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will be worn in Paris this season. They will be trimmed 
with two deep rows of lace, but are or should be used for 
carnage dress and no other ; thougli I suppose they will be 
appropriated by those having no carnages very soon. I had 

quite an animated discussion with Madame B , whose 

husband holds an important post near the Emperor^ and who 
is (the lady I mean) a most assiduous foUower of the fashion, 
" What," exclaimed I, " y ou are going to take up the scarfs 
which but a year ago you laughed so much at, and accused 
my countrywomen of the worst taste in the world for wear- 
ing !" " Que voulez vous, chère dame,** she said ; we must 
hâve something new; and then our dressmakers will give 
thèse scarfs un je ne sais qtioi that those worn by the English 
ladies never could get." " I see how it is," I rejoined ; " it 
is no longer the Parisiennes who are fashion givers ; it is we 
who are setting the modes for the whole world; dépend 
upon it, you'll corne to the despised Jane Clarke bonnets 
sooner or later." " Perhaps so," she replied ; " but if we do 
it will be the same as in regard to the scarfs. Our modistes 
will reform the Jane Clarke bonnet, and then we'll use it. 
(Test comme cela avec t(mtP said the pretty black-eyed lady, 
gaily; "the English and Americans iûvent everything, we 
perfectionnait; you hâve genius, we hâve ^oi<^ ; we get the 
crédit of your inventions, it's true, but then you hâve the 
satisfaction of knowing that we hâve improved them to an 
extent you never would hâve dreamed of — consolez vous" 
I thought that their getting the crédit of our inventions was 
rather poor consolation ; but as I was in the enemy's camp, 
without a friendly compatriot's voice to second mine, I was 
silent — ^a wise parti of mine, and one which i advise ail my 
readers to take when they find themselves on the point of 
arguing with their neighbours. The French hâve a great flow 
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of conTersation, no doubt; but is tîiis flow of words "a 
feast of reason ?" Not always, perhaps ; tbough it is some- 
times very witty conversation, whicb our London original 
farce-writers make tbe best of. C'est toujours comme cela, 

chère Madame B . Tour writers imagine fanny farces, 

which our writers appropriate, rewrite and make funnier. We 
get tbe crédit of them, it is true, but then you bave tbe satis- 
faction (?) of knowing that we bave made tbem attain a degree 
of laugbable absurdity you never would bave dreamed of — 
consolez vouSy tberefore, and adieu ! 



LETTER XX. 



Tbe Tbeft of M. Hua's Cbild— Unpleasant Disclosure in Higb 
Quarters — ^M. Blondin, tbe Rope Dancer — ^Tbe Impérial 

Court and tbeir Royal Visitor — Operatic and Musical News 

• 

Paris, Wednesday, September 28, 1859. 
The enlèvement of tbe cbild of M. Hua bas caused tbe 
greatest excitement in Paris. Tbe infant (as bas been 
announced by some of tbe London daily papers) bas been 
returUed to its parents, after an absence of four days. Tbe 
cbild was foundin tbe town of Orléans, in tbe possession of 
an old woman wnose business it is to take in children to 
wean. Tbis old woman says tbat tbe cbild was brougbt to 
ber by a young woman wbose description answers tbat given 
by M. Hua's nurse, who went away witbout giving ber name 
or address, but promising to retum tbe next day. Tbe person 
not retuming, and tbe old woman hearing tbat a cbild bad 
been stolen at Paris, gave tbis one to tbe Commissary o^ 
Police at Orléans, and stated ail tbe circumstances connected 
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with its being in her possession. M. Hua went to Orléans 
to fetch the child, and on his return to tlie liouse in the Rue 
Jacob, found an immense crowd of sympatliising parents, of 
ail stations in life, waiting his arrivai. On seeing him get 
out of the carriage, with the child in his arms, the crowd set 
up shouts of delight at the happy termination of the aifair. 
M. and Madame Hua hâve not been married long, this being 
their first child. Every one is anxious to know what was the 
woman's object in taking the child, but as yet nothing is 
positively known. The foUowing is the report cun-ent. The 
young woman, who is nineteen years of âge, is said to hâve 
had, while living in Paris, intimate relations with a young 
man of respectable family whom she hoped to in duce to marry 
her. On her return to Orléans, in oyder to obtain the réali- 
sation of a promise whicli had been made to her, she feigned 
pregnancy, and in due time a confinement, of which she 
informed her lover. In order to be able to make her story 
good in the event of his coming to Orléans, she committed 
the crime for which she has now to answer. Another account 
states- that the girl had recently given birth to a child wliich 
had died, and fearing that this fact would probably prevent 
the marriage, she conceived the plan of substituting another 
child for that which she had lost. On the third day after the 
carrying off of fhe child the following curions épisode occurred : 
The pelisse and pèlerine which the child had on when stolen 
were picked up in the Rue du Temple, and sent to Madame 
Hua the day before the child. was restored, causing her great 
anxiety. The things were found by a female, named Guerin, 
^nd she told her neighbours of the finding. Among thèse 
persons were a couple, named Martin, and they, having read 
in the journal^ of the loss of the child, thought they might 
dérive profit from the possession of the things. They there- 
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fore, begged to be entrusted with tbem, on the false prétest 
tbat they wisbed to lend tbem to a irîend of tbeirs, who was 
about to bave a cbild baptized. The woman Guerin con- 
sented ; and tbe Martîn's immediately took tbem to M. and 
Madame Hua, wbo at once recognîsed tbem. In giving 
up tbe things, tbe couple întîmated tbat tbey were on the 
trace of tbe cbild, and migbt in a few boiirs be able ta 
recover bim, and M. Hua presented tbem with 500f. Sub- 
sequently tbe woman Guerin, bearîng of wbat tbey bad done, 
and of tbe sum which tbey bad received, reproacbed tbem 
with cheating ber, and claimed from them tbe 500 francs as 
her rigbful property. They refused to give it up, and she, in 
conséquence, after a scène of great 'violence, laid a complaint 
against tbem for swindling before tbe public prosecutor. 
M. Hua bas addressed a letter to the joumals expressive of 
bis gratitude for tbe services rendered by the press in facili- 
tating the recovery of the cbild. The woman wbo took the 
infant, with her mother, bave been arrested and brought to 
Paris for trial. They give tbe name of Ghéreau. Tbe young 
girl is said to be extremely bandsome, of the Spanish type of 
beauly, and not at ail vulgar in her manners or conversation. 
A veiy unpleasant, but not wbolly unexpected, affair bas 
occurred in Wgh quarters. The Prince N. left Paris about 
teii days ngo to travel in Switzerland. His Royal and Impé- 
rial spouse, bearing tbat the suite of her husband comprised 
other persons than those strictly necessaiy to keep up the 
state of a prince, resolved to join bim without fîirther delay. 
Her unexpected arrivai at Geneva angered ber lord and 
master bcyond control, and he asked tbe lady by wbose 
aathorisation, and by wbat right she dared follow bim. 
" Tlie right tbat every wife bas to join her husband," she 
replied ; " but since my présence is so obnoxious to yoo, I 

K 
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will retura to my Mhec, whose lore £br me wiU prevcnt lus 
oQnddermg State interests before tfae hi^piness^cf his dkiid.^' 
80 sayiog, the youDg Prinoess C, le£t the Frîoce, who bas 
just tpent the dowiy slie brought him, m the pordiase oT an 
eatate in Switzerland. The Princess is now in Paris, suikmg 
ail the necessary arrangements for lier final and entire dspar- 
ture from the scène of (io her) so much unhappiness. One 
cannot but applaud her réserve — young, noble» kind-hearted, 
a fearful réalisation must it hâve been to her, of ail thoae 
tender fancies of a husband whick ey^ry girl has, to fiud 
lierself linked to a man almost old enough to be her father, a 
man of vulgar tastes, comipt ideaa, immoral t^ndencies — 
eveiything that one of affectionate heart deapises and abhors. 
Alas for the mariage de convenance ! 

An absurd letter, publiahed originally in the New York 
Times, denying the existence of sach a man as Blondin, <xc 
his or any other person erer haviug crossed the I<(i2igara 
Falla, has been extensiyely copied in the French as well as 
London joumals. Thç Monitevr of yesterday contaîna a 
letter from a German, just retumed to his native countxy 
firom America, which déclares that the writer has seen the act 
pofonned by Blondin three différent times. As for myself, 
vhile in America I saw this tight-rope daucer many times ; he 
was then connected with the Bavel trau^» Those whp deny 
the fact of the man's ever haying crossed the Falls, are but 
little aware of the situation of the great national curiosity* 
The Great Western Eailway coming from Détroit, U.S., and 
Connecting with the Great Trnnk for Montréal, Canada, stops 
at half-a-mile's distance from the scène of Blondîn's exploits^ 
and every few hoors the train passes. How many thouaand 
iadiyiduals do you suppose hâve got off the train at Niagara 
Tilli^e, gone to the Falls, seen Blondin cross, and been back 
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again in time for the next tiaia for Montréal ? The Ammem 
puUic is net one to be triâed with. Woe to the unfoiiiiBaÉe 
man who would ann<»iQce a performance which did not oome 
oiir! No; this letter published in the New York Times ha, 
poor attempt to bring itself into the notice of Ëuropean 
joumalâ. It has succeeded in doing 30, but in a manner tluit 
will redoand but little to its crédit. 

The Emperor and Empress do not go to Compiègne tiU 
the second fortnight in October. The King of the Belgiaas 
has (joitted Biarritz. It is said that hîs Majesty was mudi 
pleased with his sé/aur at the Empress's favourite waterâig* 
place. The weather is said to be delightful, and the healità 
of their Majesties excellent. Although no officiai announce- 
jnent has as yet been made, it is generally understood that 
the Empress is in a délicate situation. It is rumoured that 
a celebrated London physiciau, who was summoned to consult 
with Dubois before the birth of the Prince Impérial, haa been 
sent for to meet their Majesties at Compiègne. The bîrth 
of another son would be^a happy event for those désirons of 
keeping up the dynastie Napol&menne, . 

Theatricals are in a flourishiog state just now. The 
Opéra Cbmique has produced La Pagode^ which has met with 
great succe^. The music is pretty, and the plot veiy inte- 
zestmg. Mdlle. Guffroy, now Madame Geofiî'oy, the farouiite 
singer at the Bouffes Parisiens, has been engaged at the 
Opéra Comique, and made her first appearance in tiie 
Fagode ; she made a good impression. Le Songe d'une Nmt 
d^Etéy with the favourite ténor Montaubiy as Shakspeare, and 
a débutante, Mdlle* Monrose, as Queen Elizabeth, js atHl 
drawing crowded houses. This a/rtkte is a decided acquisi* 
tk>n to the already complète eorps of the Opéra CoDii<{ue ; 
•he is haadsome, and has a sweet flexible yoice. Another 

K 2 
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ddbui ai tlds théâtre is that of ihejsremier prix at the Conse- 
vatoire for this year, a youDg man named Caussaole, who in 
the principal rdle of the Chaises à Porteurs made a great sen- 
sation by his fine strong voice, his manly appearance, and 
his excellent acting. The Opéra Comique has an ungrateful 
taak to perform, in regard to the singera, maie or female ; the 
soanagers are always on the look ont for débutants, who are 
engaged immediately ; if they possess voices strong enongh, 
they are forthwith engaged at the Grand Opéra, so that at 
the Opéra Comique we only hear ténors whose Toices hâve 
but little power. Montaubry seems to be exactly what they 
require> as his voice is not strong enough to tempt the Opéra, 
and still has volume enough to fill the Opéra Comique. A 
queer incident took place at the Grand Opéra a few nights 
ago on the occasion of the représentation of Robert le Diable, 
The actress playing Isabella was taken suddenly ill at the end 
of the second act, and Mdlie. Dussy, who was personating 
Alice in the same pièce, took upon herself the two râles after 
begging the indulgence of the public through the manager. 
She acquitted herself admirably, and was called beforc the 
curtain at the end of the pièce ; a great compliment in Paris. 
The city of Paris has purchased the Théâtre Lyrique for 
the snm of l,400,000f. The city enters into possession on 
the 16th of February, but nothing is yet decided as to when 
the théâtre will be puUed down, nor as to the amount of in- 
demnity to be paid to M. Carvalho, the director. Extensive 
improvements are to be made in that portion of the city in 
which the Lyrique is situated. The Parisians hope that the 
tearing down of this théâtre will not take from them the 
favourite Madame Miolan Carvalho — ^that it will, on the 
oontraiy, cause her to appear in a théâtre whose size and 
situation will be more worthy the talent of so charroing an 
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artiste. The disagreeable, remote Lyrique, has onlj been 
saved from complète oblivion by this songstress's warbling. 
Many of the Paris theatrical and musical critics hâve thought 
proper to complain of Madame Miolan's sînging since her 
retum from London. They say she has lost that charming 
freshness and vigour of Toice which characterised her ; that 
she has in fact, become cold and — ^English ! I must say, I 
cannot perceive any change in her, either in acting or singing. 
Her Toice is stiil the most flexible and musical we hâve 
among the French sîngers, and it is not fair to complain 
without a cause. A ^rand musical festival will be given on 
October 2nd, in the Palace of Industry. The orchestra will 
consisfc of 1,200 musicians from the différent barracks in 
Paris. This little army of musical soldiers will exécute 
twelve sélections from the favourite opéras, while a new pièce, 
composed for the occasion called " La Milanese " will be 
given; also the "Polka de Solferino," the history of the 
composîng of which is not without interest. The day after 
this battle, when the victoriens French were looking over the 
field covered with the bodies of their amiable friends the 
Austrians, amougst other things, the MS. of this polka was 
found, and given to the bandmaster; that person tried it, 
found it pretty, and christened it, as I hâve said ; so the 
musical Austrian who composed the Solferino Polka, if he be 
now alive, wiil hâve the satisfaction of knowing that his pièce 
will be performed for the gratification of an assembly of his 
late foes. The receipts of this concert will be given to the 
Artists' Society, a flourîshing institution hère. 
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LETTEE XXI. 

Cammeticemeiit of tlie Opéra Season in Paris — ^Moveraenta of îhe 
Court — ^A Visit to the Gobelins Tapestiy Mannfactory— A 
Pièce of French Assurance — Antnain FasJiions — Débth of 
tfae American Hinister at Paris. 

Paris, Wednesday, October 5, 1859. 
Thb opening of the Italian Opéra for the season of 1859-60, 
took place last Satnrday, in présence of a brillîant and 
fashiouable auditory. This event is always the signal for the 
ré-appearance in town, and at the théâtre, of those favoured 
persons who are known as the beau monde of Paris. The 
freshest toilettes^ the finest jewels are ail brought out on this 
occasion. When the Enipress is in town, she invariably 
honours the théâtre by her présence on the opening night. 
The pièce selected was Verdi's Traviata; not, it is truc, a 
very farourable spécimen of that composer's works, but one 
which, nevei-theless, enjoys a high degree of popularity, 
perhaps on account of the subject. Madame Penco took the 
part of the heroine, and was greeted with great cordiality on 
her entrance — a rare compliment at the Italiens, copied 
perhaps from the kind manner in which the London audience 
always welcomes its operatic favourites. Madame Penco's 
voice during the first act was rather sharp and unpleasant, 
but raellowed down considerably in the second, and she went 
through the opéra with more than usual ability. Her acting 
was remarkably good, and Madame Penco was honoured 
with several recalls. Gardoni was the Alfred, in Mario's 
place; an ungrateful task, as comparison between the 
rendering of the râle by the former and by the latter was 
sure to be made, Gardoni, however, went erenly and 
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«eiliùiMjr tfox>i^ bis part, and was freqnently applauded. 
It is a pity that this ténor does not throw more animati<« 
into the eharacteis be » peribrming, as his stage appearanoe 
18 good, and his voîoe pleasing. Grasiani was as heretof(»e 
tlie feiher, aud his rich baritone eame ont with ail that 
sweetnese of expresskm wbîeb renders bim so gieat a 
£ivoarite. Tbe sabordinate parts were satisfactorily Med; 
and, as a wbole, tbe opeuing nigbt at tbe Italiens may be 
oonsîdered as a brilliant one. A oomedy, called Le Tesiamad 
de GcBâor Girodot, bas been produced at tbe Odéon, and well 
zeceived. I confess to not having seen it — ^first, because tbe 
title struck me as being too mncb like tbe favonrite Gymnase 
comedy of tbe Héritage de M. Flumeê, and secondly, becanse 
tbe Odéon is snob a distance from ail quarters of Paris 
except tbe one in whicb it is sitaated, that one dreads tbe 
long ride. Being in tbe Quartier Latin, it is the favonrite 
resori; of tbe médical and law stadents in Ibat vicinity. Tbe 
following charge on tbe remoteness of this théâtre was 
perpetrated by tbree of the most celebrated of tbe Paris 
tbeatrical critics. On the occasion of ^première refprhewtatwn 
tbe tbree wags bired a chme de poste^ with postillons and 
ont-riders, and with horses galloping, dnst flying, and bells 
nnging, drove up to the principal entrance of the Odéon. 
Covered with dnst (put on for tbe occasion), the gentlemen 
got ont, and in a loudToice cried, " Hère, unhamess the tiicd 
beasts, for they must be tired after their long joumey ; mb 
them down weU, and let tbem eat plentifully, for they bave 
corne firom Paris to tbe Odéon." The shouts of the bystandere 
may well be imagined, thongb it was said that tbe manager of 
tbe théâtre was furions at tbe joke and jokers. In spite of tbe 
nn&Toarable situation of tbe Odéon, it ranks as second to no 
théâtre in Pans but tbe Comédie Française. It bas ahra^a 
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been noted for the excellence of its actors and the parity of 
the pièces produced. 

The Emperor and Empress retum to Paris on the erening 
of the 12th. The Duke and Duchess d'Albe hâve arrived at 
Biarritz on a visit to their M^jesties. Lord Cowley has also 
arri?ed at that place. M. Foumier, a celebrated French 
sculptor, had an interview with the Emperor at St. Sauveur, 
conceming the érection on the Butte-Montmartre of a colossal 
statue, of either St. Geneviève, the patron saint of Paris, or of 
Glory, or of Peace. The Emperor has referred the affair to 
the Minister of the Interior, and a commission has been 
formed to examine the plan. 

I visited the manufactoiy of Gobelins Tapestry a few days 
ago, as I had been told that some remarkable works were 
going on there. I was amply repaid for my visit, by being 
shown a séries of portraits (in tapestry), of the great French 
sculptors, architects, and painters of the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centuries. Thèse portraits are to decorate th Gtderie 
d'Apollon, or Apollo's Gallery at the Louvre. The portrait 
of Jean Goujon, the restorer of the art of sculpture in France, 
and the celebrated architect, Etienne Duperae, are among the 
number. English ladies coming to Paris must not fail to 
remind their fathers or husbands to take them to see the 
Gobelins Tapestry. The officiais are very polite to strangers, 
and only require to see your passport to give you instant 
admittance. 

. The Frease, an evening Journal of some importance hère, 
ifl publishing a séries of articles entitled " Un coup d'oeil 
comparatif sur les industries rivales de TAngleterre et de la 
France." As you may well imagine, France, in the one-sided 
aiguing of this writer, comes out victorious on ail points. 
The French, you will be surprised to learn, discovered steam, 
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gas,' the art of telegrapliing, and pbotography ! But what is 
much more astonishing than this diacovery, is that of a writer 
for thd Patrie, who has found out tbat French wooUens, 
poplias, steel, and, in fact, ail the différent articles for the 
manufacture of which England has been celebrated from time 
immémorial, are quite as well, if not better made in France ; 
and in a logical manner, the writer attempts to convince his 
readers that the same woollen shawl, for which they willingly 
give 55f. in London, may be got in Paris for 45f. ! And 
so with everything. Sheffield is a great national déception, 
inasmuch as the steel is ail donc by French workmen, &c. Ai 
a first reading of one of thèse articles one is tempted to get 
angry at the absurdity of a writer who attempts to pull down 
ideas which are as strong as the fortifications at Gibraltar; 
on further reflection, however, one perceives the real object» 
Within the last few years English articles hâve become very 
recherchés in Paris ; English wooUens, cottons, drugs, and 
grooeries are in great demand. The fashionable young 
gentleman does not consider himself well-dressed, if his 
clothes are not made of English cloth, and eut à VAnglaièe ; 
the fashionable lady's wardrobe is not complète, if she has 
not two or three 'popelines Anglaises, This, of course, is 
anything but pleasing or lucrative to the French manu- 
facturers, and they, through the médium of a Chronique, or 
sort of familiar style of leading article in the newspapers, are 
attempting to disseminate the idea that French articles are 
quite as good as English ones. Reste à savoir if they will 
euoceed. 

The heat of the weather has brought out a great many 
muslin dresses for walking and carnage toilette ; but to give 
this essentially simmier dress a slight autunmal appearance, a 
buxnous of iight cloth either in cashmere wadded or lined, is 
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trom. The square Arab lioods with tassels are still mnch in 
favoar. This is the seasons for Indien Casbmeres, whîch are 
always aristocratie and distingués. I contend that one sees 
more of thèse costly articles in Paris than in any other dty 
in the world. The reason is, there the trousseau of a bride 
is always snpposed to contain a Cash mère, and many persons 
in Paris set aside other and more useful things to be enabled 
to hâve that desired object. Silk dresses are now made of 
délicate colours, and trimmed with a ribbon of a brilliant hue 
round the bottom and up each side of the front, leasing 
a space between, wide enough to place five or seven rosettes 
of ribbon the same colour as the trimming, snrrounded with 
black guipure. The same kind of trimming is made for 
dresses of barege or printed muslin, în which case the ground 
of tbe ribbon should be black or white, with bunches of 
flowers, and the rosettes trimmed with black or white 
guipure. The sleeve?, opening square in front, are trimmed 
to match, with a rosette et the top of the opening, and 
another on the shoulder. Bonnets for the présent season 
are both haudsome and simple. One very beautiful one 
I saw at a celebrated modiste* s was made as follows : a plain 
relvet, of a very délicate shade of peach colour, lined in the 
front with light green velvet, and trimmed with a bandeau of 
peach velvet and a s mail bouquet of gold brown flowers. The 
outside was omamented by three small green feathers, and 
the strings were peach colour. Another, of white impérial 
relvet, trimmed on the outside with ponceam, or scarlet velvet» 
across the top, the ends forming brides or strings , Siponcea» 
velvet bow on the inside fastened a curled feather, which 
passed under the outside trimming and hung loosely on one 
aide; the curtain was of white blonde. This last I 
nnhesitatingly pronounce a "love of a bonnet;" and I 
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adlÉM ny readent to take the description to tbeir moiiHm^ 
vèA get ît made up forthwith. Another very pretty, Imt 
nmcii les8 élégant one, was as foUows. White imperûd 
vehret, with a long wbite featber roand the edge of the front ; 
the crown was full and slightly hanging, tiimmed on the top 
with a bow of white velvet and blonde, the ends of the blond* 
hanging on eitber side ; the curtain of blonde. A velyet bow 
was the only trimming inside. Quilted bonnets will be wom 
by Tery young ladies this winter; several hâve abready 
appeared. The quilting will not be done in the diamond 
pattem, as nsual, but in medallion and other shapes, which 
baye a novel and pretty appearance. Hats are very much 
wom in the country and at the seaside. It is said they wifl 
be generally adopted this winter, but it is not at ail decided. 
In ball-dresses we hâve as yet nothing ; in fact, as there are 
never any balls given in Paris till the second fortnight in 
November, it would be useless to bring ont thèse dresses yet. 
I saw some beautiful toilettes on the opening night at the 

Italiens. One wom by the Duchess de S , who created 

a sensation this season in London by ber beauty and ettreme 
grâce, was made of a very délicate green satin, décollettée, with 
a herthe composed of green velvet and rich white blonde ; the 
corsage without points, but with a ceinture of the same green 
velvet, with long ends, which were eut round and trimmed 
witb blonde. The skirt was entirely plain, very full, and set 
on the corsage with large plaits. The head-dress of green 
velvet, plaited in with gold cord, with two large gold and 
green tassels banging behind. The hair à la grecque — ^that 
is, qnite close to the head in front ; behind, a large knot of 
bair, from the centre of which escaped three or four careless 
ringlets. Diamonds, and a green satin fan spangled with gold, 
completed this cbarming toilette. The dressmakera say 
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that thèse satin dresses trîmmed with velvet may be aiade 
higlï-iiecked a volonté by the introduction of a high-necked 
velvet herihe, which is eut ' square where it joins the original 
corsage, and has a pretty effect. It may be so ; but to tell 
the truth, I am not much of an advocate for dresses, or any 
other article of wearing apparel, which serve two purposes — 
they never look complète in either form to me. 

On Monday moming last, the Hon. J. T. Mason, Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
States to Erance, expired suddenly from an attack of apoplexy. 
The deceased was much esteemed by his countrymen, and 
was a man of ability. A funeral ceremony will be performed 
to-day in the American Chapel, Rue de Berri. 



LETTEE XXII. 



The Impérial Visit to Bordeaux — Paris Theâtricals — ^Transplanta 
ing the Boulevard Trees — ^A Visit to Rosa Bonheur's Studio 
— ^Fasliion at the Races — ^Funeral of the American Minister 
in Paris. 

Paris, Wednesday, October 12, 1859 
The exceedingly bad weather seems to hâve somewhat damped 
the coloured lamps and enthusiasm of the inhabitants of 
Bordeaux, on the occasion of the visit of the Emperor and 
Empress, who arrived at that city on Monday evening last. 
The Moniteur and Constitutionnel of this morning give 
télégraphie accounts of the rejoicings, as also the text of a 
speech made by the Emperor in answer to one from the 
Archbishop of Bordeaux. This speech, so the gentlemen say, 
is of political importance; but, as we ladies hâve noi to 
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trouble our heads about such things, I make no comments 
upon it. In spite of the bad weather, their Majesties completed 
their engagements, and went to the Exhibition, received tbe 
authorities, gave a grand dinner, and made a promenade to 
the Bec d'Ambés with a persévérance and a désire to please 
the people highly commendable. I always feel sorry when it 
rains on the occasion of a fête in France ; to any people it is 
a disappointment, but the French really get so out of temper 
about it, that one cannot help condoling with them. The 
day of the entrée of the troops — ^the 14th of August — ^it was 
a study, the différence in the expression of the faces in the 
moming, when ail was bright and beautiful, and towards 
noon, when the rain began to fall. The Emperor, however, 
paid little attention to the gênerai stampede or to the rain, 
which came falling down most unceremoniously on bis Impérial 
head. At Bordeaux, also, his Majesty rode about, saw a 
boat-race, &c., in défiance of the mawcais temps, Theii* 
Majesties return to the château of St. Cloud this evening. 
The Empress's health is said to be much improved since she 
left Paris. 

Theatricals hâve been flourishing this week. The Gymnase 
has brought out a comedy called Un petit fiU de MascariUe, 
which is destined to bave an immense run, as it is perhaps 
one of the beat comédies ever presented on the modem 
French stage. The interest is kept up from the rising of the 
curtain on the first act, till the end of the fifth. The name of 
the author, M. Henri Meilhac, was given out with great 
applause at the end of the pièce. Mdlle. Marquet, an actress 
of much merit, quite surpassed herself in the râle of the guilty 
but repentant wife ; while Geoffrey Dupuis and Derval played 
with their accustomed verve and correctness. The Duke and 
Buchess d'Albe, sîster and brother-in-law to the Empress, 
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oetiqpîed tke Impérial box <m tfae occafiîok of Hs ftst 
vepsesentation, aad frequently testiâed their approbaticm by 
bearty applause. At the Italiens we bave bad VltaUeu» Pi 
Alffieri, witb Albonl and Gardoni in the principal r^^. Tbis 
ekef d'csuvre of an opéra bouffe will always be a favourite. 
The Porte St. Martin — ^that théâtre of horrors — bas laid aaide 
its mnrderous pièces for tbe last montb, and bas been givifig 
a five-act play in verse, La Jeunesse de Louis XI. After Mr. 
Kean it is bard to speak favourably of any personatioa of 
Louis X.I., but tbis one differs so essentially in ail its points, 
tiiat one can bardly imagine it is meant for Louis XI. Tbis 
théâtre is preparing La Reine Margot^ in wbicb Madame 
Doche, wbo " created," as they say in Frencb, the part of 
Marguerite Gauthier in La Dame aua CaimUas about three 
yeais ago at the VaudeviUe, plays the principal part. It is 
said that the mise en scène of La Reine Margot will be of 
uiKequalied splendour. There is to be a grand concert tbis 
evening in one of the salles of tbe Hotels du Louyre, Tbis 
ooncert, given by Madame Lorini and MissHinkley, is bonoured 
by distinguished patronage, and a most brilliant auditory is 
expected. Thèse fair artistes are both American ladies, and 
tiiie flooming papers speak in the bigbest praise of their talent. 
They will be assisted by Graziani, the celebrated baritoneel the 
Italiens, wbo appears by spécial permission of M. ^Calzado. 

The fine chesnut trees which bave for "years agone" 
delighted the résidents in tbe neighbourhood of tbe Entrepôt 
des Yins, hâve been obliged to be reinoved in conséquence of 
the formation of the new Boulevard Saint Germain, which is 
ta extend to tbe Quay. Thèse noble trees are now beîng 
QonTeyed to tbe Champs Elysées for transplantation. FroBi 
theb: height, and the girtb of their trunks, some of tbeai 
-miisty at least, bave a growth of sixty years, aud they are the 
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laigest to whîcli the présent System of removal has been 
applîed. Yesterday afternoon, as one of them was being 
conVeyed on a waggon drawn by six horses along the Quai 
des Grands Augustins, one of the chains whicb supported the 
Luge mass of earth attached to the roots broke, and the tree fell 
on one side. It was, however, soon replaced in its uprigbt 
position, and ultimately lodged in its new abode. Strangers 
are always struck by the army of gardeners, watering-pot 
men, &c., who invade the Champs £l^sées, at certain hours 
of the; day. No English gentleman's garden is more care- 
fîilly attended to tban is this favourite promenade of the 
Parisiaus. 

I bave been paying a visit to Bosa Bonheur's studio. She 
leœives on Eriday, and any one of respectable appearanœ 
going there can gain admittance, even if entirely unknown to 
this celebrated artUt. She received us wilh charming 
cordiality, expiai ned how she intended finishing some 
Works she had commehced, and gave us her autograph. 
Although Eosa Bonheur has novv reached an enviable position 
in the noble art of which she is a brîlliant oruament, life has 
not always been couleur de rose for her. Her father was an 
artist at Bordeaux; he was a teacher of drawing. Marrying 
one of his pupils against her parent's wish, was productive of 
happiness and misery to him — happiness, because his wife 
was the anjrel he had depicted her ; and misery, because he 
fonnd that fortune did not smile upon his efforts — ^nor upon 
ihose of his wife, who devoted her énergies as a teacher 
of music, to keep the wolf, famine, from the door, but with 
indiffèrent success. The éducation of the child artist Eosa, 
began amidst circumstances of this disastrous character, 
She showed no sign of precocious genius in the direction of art. 
She was inattentive to study, wiid at school, and impatient 
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iinder restraint. An attempt was made to make her a seam- 
stress, but sbe would steal from her work to go into the 
jields, to commune with Nature instead. Sbe was a willing^ 
and patient cbild, but could not brook control. In ber 
fatber's studio, bowever, tbe great genius, wbicb bas since 
developed itself, fiist began to expand. Sbe tbere reafised, 
as if by heavenly inspiration, that sbe bad a great mission to 
perform. Sbe began to draw and model aluiost intnitively, 
and ber fatber, seeing germs of power in ber young efforts, 
devoted bimself to ber cultivation. Sbe began copying at 
tbe Louvre, tbat M Borado of ail art students, and ber 
pictui'es were sold for tbe support of tbe family. In 1849 
sbe obtained tbe position of Director of tbe Female Scbool 
of Design, and ber paintings were universally recognised as 
being among tbe best productions of art. Several of tbem 
bave been purcbased by Government for tbe Gallery of tbe 
Luxembourg. In England wbere no national jealousies ever 
prevent tbe advancement of genius, ber works bave received 
tbat çommendation wbicb tbey merit. Rosa Bonbeur was 
born in 1822, and is consequently in tbe prime of ber genius 
and mental vigour. 

Tbe Bois de Boulogne races came off tbe day before 
yesterday. I usually go to tbese places for tbe purpose of 
seeing tbe grand people and tbe grand toilettes, I never covlà 
enter into tbe spirit of seeing a number of horses start off like 
mad, being lost sîgbt of until tbey came racing up among tbe 
sbouts of tbe excited multitude. I never find ont wbicb one 
bas won till tbey are off again, so my lorgnette is more fre- 
quently directed towards tbe Impérial tribune tban towards 
tbe borses. I was well rewarded for my pains on tbe last day's 
running. Toilettes de demi-saison were in abundance. One 
lady wbo sat next me wore a dress of green silk, witb eleven 
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-small flounces, eacli flounce edged with a narrow green ribbon 
put on rather full. Shawl, a square of green cashmere, 
trimmed with two deep rows of fine guipure. Bonnet, grey 
silk drawn, entirely devoid of trimming on the outside. 
Green velvet flowers across the top inside. CoUar and sleeves, 
linen. Gloves of that charming colour, called in Paris beurre 
frais (fresh butter). Another which struck me as making 
a fine effect was the foUowing : a black silk dress with many 
small flounces, a black one and then one of deep groseille 
silk altemately ; tight sleeves of black, with the epaulet or 
jockey, of groseille silk ; also a pufF of groseille silk at the 
hand ; corsage of black silk, with groseille silk buttons. 
Small frill of goffered Valenciennes falling over the hand. 
Bonnet of groseille velvet and black lace. Indian cashmere 
shawl. The tight sleeves will be in vogue for walking dress 
this winter, but the wide sleeves will still be in great faveur 
for dinner and house dress. They are undoubtedly more 
«legant, while the tight sleeves hâve the advantage of l)eing 
warmer, and are less troublesome for winter. 

The funeral service of the Hon. J. F. Mason, late U.S. 
Minister to this Court, took place last Wednesday with great 
pomp. The Emperor was represented by M. de Mamegia, 
secretary to the Empress. The family of the deceased has 
lefb Paris, and will retum to America in the Océan Queen, 
Havre steamship. A meeting of American citizens, rési- 
dents or travellers now in Paris, is to be held to-day at the 
Chapel, Eue de Berri, " to concert such measures as may be 
best adapted to express their considération of the oharacter 
and public services of théir deceased countryman." 
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LETTER XXIII. 

Bhiefw of Mnoe Jérôme — ^Movements of the Conrt — ^A Homaatie 
Story--TThe Impérial Prince and his Juvénile Battles — Re- 
novations at Versailles — High Rent in Paris^ and its resnlts 
— A Curions Invention — ^Dénouement of the Romantic Story. 

Paris, Wednesday, October 19, 1859. 
Thebe is in Paris a class of persons wlio live by the sale of 
articles of luxury — things rarely sought after except by the 
fashionables, those whom we nightly see resplendent in fine 
attire, in opéra boxes, and at the grand balls given by the 
Aite ; also at those which take place each fortnight during 
the season in the magnificent and time-honoured halls of the 
Tuileries. The TnarchandSyJleuristea, modistes, §rc., to whom I 
refer, are at présent in a state of deep appréhension — a near 
relative of the Emperor is slowly but surely passing away. 
For many months uneasiness has been felt by the Impérial 
family, but the skill of physicians and a naturally strong 
frame hâve, up to the présent time, resisted the attacks of 
wearing disease; but now, the far advanced âge of this 
Prince, and the setting in of a new malady, hâve awakened 
the deepest fears. It is even supposed that, should not a 
very decided change for the better take place, the fêtes at 
Compiègne, and the projected visit of the Emperor of 
Austria and of the King of the Belgians will be obliged to be 
set aside. In case of the démise of his Highness, no Court 
balls, no réceptions by the Impérial couple, or by any of the 
Ministers, will come off this winter. Many ladies hâve 
countermanded large orders given to the marchands I speak 
of, and this is the cause of the gênerai lamentation by those 
persons. The fêtes at Compiège hâve, as it is, been deferred ; 
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thé original intention was to lepair there immediately aller 
tiie retarn firom Biarritz. Now, the first of November is the 
time fîxed npon for the departure of the Court from St. Clood, 
which reduces by half the duration of the féte%, The Court 
will retum by the 20th of November^ as the latter portion of 
that month is always rainy. 

I am well aware that politics should not find their way 
into a lady's lettcr — ^that, in fact, to the mnjority of our gentle 
sex political events possess but little interest ; but this is not 
the case with ail : there are many of my readers, I am sure, 
who are quite an courasU with ail the questions of the day, 
and to them the followîng détails may not be devoid of 
interest. A few evenings sinee, in one of the aalona where 
weekiy may be found united the notabilities of Paris, I 
obseryed two ladies, whose great beauty and settled look of 
melancholy immediately attracted my attention. I soon 
remarked that this feeling was universal — ail were anxious to 
know who they were. I made it a point to seek ont our kind 
hostess, from whom I leamed they were the victims of 
Austrian brutality — ^they were the wife and mother of a 
Yenetian nobleman, nowianguishingin one of Francis Joseph's 
dungeons. During the late campaign, the husband, wife, 
and mother were in Venice; the young m an, fired with 
patriotism, and ready to sacrifice ail he held most dear that 
Italy might be free, in an unguarded moment allowed his sym- 
pathy for the allies to transpire. An Austrian spy overheard 
his ardent aspirings ; that night he was tom from his home, 
and for weeks his unhappy relations knew nothing of his 
whereabouts ; they were not cven certain that he still lired ; 
but at last they ascertained that he, with many others, was con- 
fined in one of the State prisons near Vienna. Upon reoeipt of 
this intelligence, the unhappy ladies at once departed for 

L 2 
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that capital. They wîshed to appeal to the clemency of the 
Austrian monarch. For six long weeks tbey remaîned in Yieuna 
making ineffectual attempts to reach the ears of his Majesty ; 
though high in rank, and possessing a large fortune, they 
were Venetians, and consequently failure met them at every 
renewed attempt. At last a happy thought entered the mind 
of the mother. She determined to appeal to the generous 
Victor of Francis Joseph, the Emperor Napoléon III. Eeport 
told her that never had he tumed a deaf ear to the supplica- 
tions of the unhappy — she would appeal to him, asking his 
interférence, well knowing that a request from him would raeet 
with due attention. So leaving Vienna they hastened to 
Paris : they hâve already had one interview, and I am assured 
that the Emperor listened to the appeal of thèse poor women 
with the greatest kindness, promising to use his influence in 
their behalf. This promise restored the hopes which had 
almost abandoned the noble Yenetian and her daughter. They 
well know that the Emperor Napoléon always keeps his word. 
Their présence at the réunion I hâve mentioned is thus ac- 
counted for: the daughter, suffering from months of dépression 
and anxiety, required the stimulating influence of such heart- 
felt sympathy as the mother knew she would surely meet at 

the hospitable mansion of Madame de B . 

Since the return of the Court, the weather has been so 
nnfavourable that their Majesties hâve not ridden ont as often 
as usual. The Empress is said to be looking quite strong 
and bealthy ; before her departure she was looking very pale 
and thin. I saw the little Prince the other day; he is a fine 
pietty boy, fiill of spirits. He has, it is said, an irrésistible 
desiie to fight ail his playfellows; his father's well-known 
eipression, " LEmpire^ c'est la paix,'* has, it appears, but 
little effect on the young Monseigneur. Young Master Con- 
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neauy son of the Emperor's favourite physician, is the led- 
pient of the Prince's pugîUstic essaya. The question in dis- 
pute between them is, which ahall be the other's groom ; and 
as neither is inclined to yield, battles ensue forthwith. Youth 
does not bow to rank, and the conséquence is that his Impé- 
rial Highness is not always victorious. 

The Palace of Versailles deserves a visit now, even from 
those who hâve seen many times the curious Works of art 
collected there. The bed-chamber of Louis XIV. has just 
been again thrown open to the public, afier undergoing a 
complète rénovation. Every portion of the fumiture has been 
carefully restored, espedally the bed on which the grand mon- 
arque breathed his last. The bedstead, regarded in those 
days as a wonder of art, and which is still considered a 
curious and beautiful object, was made by Simon Delobel, who 
worked at it for twelve years. On the bed is a coverlid em- 
broidered by the ladies of St. Cyr. During the troubles of 
the Eevolution, this fine spécimen of embroideiy was carried 
off into Germany, and repurchased by King Louis Philippe. 
Two pictures, representing the Holy Pamily, on each side of 
the bed, hâve been cleaned. The ceiling, which is one of Paul 
Veronese's finest works, and was brought from Venice by 
Napoléon I., is in perfect préservation. Several beautiM 
chairs, and a prie-dieu^ or kneeling-stool, are aiso works of 
art which deserve especial attention. Now that the cold wea« 
ther is coming on, the beautiM park and fine gardens of 
Versailles are less attractive; but the inside of the magnificent 
building has been so entirely renbvated, so many fine military 
tableaux by Yvon, and other celebrated modem artists, bave 
been added to the already large collection, that in proportion 
as the outside attractions cease those of the inside augment. 

It is remarked hère as extraordinaiy, that many En^h 
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finnîlîes are selling off their iEurnituxe and leaving Paris. 
Alarmists attribute thîs flight to fears of war and invasion; 
tins ÎB a sad mistake. Ail thèse English people are leaving 
Paris because it is getting to be so expensive a place as to 
render it impossible for persons of limited incomes to eigoy 
sucb comforts as tbey did up to the présent time. Rents hâve 
lisen in a most fabolous manner. Even on the fifth floor one 
must paj from £160 to £200 a-year for apartments that 
ranged five years ago from £60 to £70. This change is so 
irksome as to entirely chase off many fanulies who hâve for 
years resided in Paris. The joumals are fiUed with notices of 
sales of fnmiture ; and we are always informed that it belongs 
to an Engiish family leaving Paris. The fact is, so much 
tearing-down of buildings is now goîng on, so many whole 
stieets are being demoHshed, that numberless large famiiies 
are constantly on the look-out for apartments ; and the rents 
hâve attained a figure that must soon be reduced, or else 
none but the most wealthy wiU be able to réside in this gay 
capital. In spite of thèse drawbacks, the number of strangers 
that corne to Paris during the winter season is auuually on 
the incrcase ; the citîzens — ^those to the manner bom — find 
themselves obliged to give way before the invasion of Rus- 
sîans, Austrians, Germans, Americans, ItaHans, Spaniaids, 
Tnrks, Persians, Armenians, and even negroes, whom we meet 
at every tum, and in ail places of amusement. 

An ingénions Parisian stationer, who for some years past 
has taken up his abode at Shanghai, has retumed to Paris, 
bringîng with him a curious tlhiuese invention. This eitra- 
ordinary discovery consists in the composition of a paper 
which can be made to last as long as one wishes, by the 
nse of a water or eau magique, The paper must be before- 
hand prepaied by some means known only to the bnyer 
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and seller, and is then saturated with the water, which is 
colourless, tasteless, and scentless. The length of time that 
one desires the paper to last is regulated bj the introduction of 
pure water to weaken the effect. For instance, if the paper 
îs to be decomposed within six days, the eau magique is {ni6 
on without adultération ; if a month, a certain quantity of 
puie water is to be nsed. With this paper, then, the wily 
CMnese write their bïlleta doux, taking eare, however that the 
corrosive water and the passion shall be of the same weight. 
The water is called " Divine Ink," and the paper " Exquisite 
Prudence." If Divine Ink and Exquisite Prudence take up 
their permanent abode in civiUsed countries, what a death 
blow it will be to aU breaches of promises, &c. The jealous 
busband has seen his wife conceal a rose-tinted billet m her 
private secretary-draw ; half an hour after he forces the locl^ 
and finds a few fragments of dust of charred bits of paper. 
And then, again, how many dishonest persons would sign 
promissory notes, knowing that, thanks to tke encre diwne^ 
their signatures would soon disappear ; in fact such an inven- 
tion is a most dangerous one, reversing the présent order of 
thingSy and opening a wide field for rascality ; so down wilk 
the eau magique, say I. 

P.S. — I open my letter to give you the dénouement of the 
affair of the ladies who appealed to the Emperor, in behalf 
of the imprisoned son and husband. I hâve heard that the 
young nobleman has just arrived hère. The interposition of 
the Emperor was at once successful; and now the poor 
ladies must be as happy in proportion as their grief was sin- 
cère and heartfelt. I am looking while I write thèse few 
lines, at a large print of his Majesty that hangs before me, 
and I cousider him much handsomer than I ever did befûis« 
Mii^ this kind action be retumed to him a thousandfold 1 
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LETTEE XXIV. 

The Operatic World— A Visit to the Modiste — ^Noble Newspi^c 
Contributors — ^Hints on Dress to English Ladies in Paris. 

Paris, Wednesday, October 26, 1859. 
On Saturday (tbe fashionable opéra night) was presented, for 
the first time this season, Yerdi's mucb-admired Bigoîetto. 
This opéra, which was pronouneed by Verdi bimself to be bis 
chef d^ûBuvre, had always been a favourite in Paris, and the 
fact of a débutante appeaxing in it, perhaps added to the 
gênerai désire to be présent last Saturday. Mdlle. Dottini 
created a favourable impression. As she bas appeared iu 
London, a description of her voice and appearance is nn- 
necessary. In the duo, in the second act, with Graziani^ who 
took the part of the Court Jester, she quite astonished the 
audience, as during the whole of the first act fear preyented 
the young lady letting her voice out. Grardoni, as thç Duke, 
was ail that could be desired. This artist had it announced 
that he was rather indisposed; but no one would hâve 
imagined it, for bis sweet and manly voice was as pure and 
dégagée as ever. Never bas Gardoni appeared to better ad- 
vantage. He gave the public a bold and animated portrai- 
ture of the libertine Duke, while bis handsome face and figure» 
combined with bis really excellent voice, roused even the 
apathetic audience of the Italiens into applauding most bois- 
terously. If Gardoni continues to throw as much animation 
into ail bis rôles as he did iuto that of the Duke, he will con- 
sole even the most inconsolable of the Mario moumers. 
Chraziani played and sang the part of the unfortunate Jester 
most touchingly ; bis deep notes of tendemess and heartfelt 
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pathos produced a wonderful efifect ; bis yoîce seems to be 
richer, if possible, than it was last season. Alboni, in tbe 
insignifîcant part of Maddeleua, was mucb applauded. The 
réle is not good enough for ber ; it is a waste of luxury to 
bear ber in so poor a part. At tbe YaudeviUe, Madle. 
Bressant, daugbterof tbe best comedian on tbe Paris stage, 
bas made ber first appearance in a new pièce called Lei 
Dettes de Cœur, Notbing in tbe young lady's manner, voice, 
or acting would bave caused any one to suppose tbat it was 
ber dSmt^ for sbe trod tbe boards as tbougb sbe bad been 
acting constantly for years. Her fatber's excellent tuition, 
joined to natural talent for tbe stage, is, of course, tbe reason 
of tbis ease ; and witb beauty, a sweet voice, and tbe prestige 
of ber well-known name, Mdlle. Bressant will be sure to 
succeed. Tbe pièce, wbicb is written by tbe famed collabo- 
rateur of Alexandre Dumas, senior, Auguste Maquet, is deeply 
interesting, and altbougb ratber bordering on tbe dramatie 
for tbe Vaudeville, promises to become one of tbe most 
popular of M. Maquet's numerous productions. At tbe Porte 
St. Mai-tin, La Reine Margot, an bistorical drama, by tbe same 
autbor, bas been reproduced witb ail tbe accustomed splendoor 
of soenery, &c. Mdme. Docbe, tbe actress wbo played tbe 
Dame aux Camélias, at tbe Vaudeville, plays Margot. Tbe 
magnificence of ber dresses makes up for ber acting, wbicb is 
détestable. It is a matter of surprise to me bow so misér- 
able an actress could bave gained tbe réputation for excellence 
in tbe bistrionic art tbat sbe bas. Her awkward gestures, 
ber forced bass voice, render ber personation of Marguerite 
of Navarre ridiculous in tbe extrême. At tbe Opéra Comique 
tbe Pardon de Ploërmel bas been reproduced witb tbe original 
cast— tbis, witb tbe Songe d'une Nuit d'Eté, on tbe off-nigbts, 
suffioes to draw crowds to tbis immense tbeatre. Tbe comr 



164 PHOTOQ8APHS OF PABIB LOfB. 

pftnies of the Vaudeville, péra Comique^ and Français 
Théâtres, bave been ordered to appear before tbe Court at 
Oompiègne ; the pièces selected are — Le Mariage de Figaro^ 
by the Français company ; Le 8<mge d'un Nuit d'Eté, by that 
of the Opéra Comique ; and Le» Dettes de Ccsur, by the Vau- 
deville. Madame Ugalde, the fayourite singer at the Lyrique^ 
bas been taking unto herself ''a partner of her toils, her 
feelings, and her famé." Tbe happy bridegroom is named 
M< Varcollier. To show that it is not always interest and a 
great name which cause pièces to be accepted by the extremely 
particular judges of the Théâtre Français, the cherished (and 
jnttly so) M. Scribe has just read to that body a comedy in 
three acts, which was ouly received on condition of its being 
altered. M. Scribe took this décision in good part. He has 
aince withdrawn the pièce, dedaring, with the best possible 
grâce, that the reading which he had given had made him of 
the same opinion as those who had partially condemned the 
pièce. It must hâve reqnired courage to refuse or find fault 
with the production of the oelebrated M. Scribe. 

Since my last letter, I hâve been makiog a regular pilgri- 
mage into ail the fine cloak and bonnet shops in Paris. I do 
not mention this because it is an extraordinary circumstance 
for me— far from it; besides the amount of shopping which is 
reqnired to keep my own wardrobe not toofarhehinà thefashion, 
I am constantly performing the part of interpréter, bargaiaer, 
explainer, refuser, or accepter for numberless cousins, aunts, 
distant relations, and no relations — those fiends (I beg their 
Tptardon—friends) who invariably drop down upon you when you 
are extremely busy, and beg you to run ont with them£(» a few 
moments to give them the benefit of your expérience in some- 
thing they are going to buy ; which something, if it happens to 
tear, wear ont, or fade at the end oi ten ycars' time, you are 
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bknned for inwaidly, if noC openlj ; but once in a while it is 
a pleasure to do tbis, and so it bas been witb me daring tbe 
past week. My friend and I (a friend witb tbe r I meatt 
now), were à la recherche oî a winter cloak — sometbing warm, 
beayy, and, at tbe same time, ricb enongb to do away witb 
tbe disagreeable feeling of being ahahhUy dressed tbat one bas 
witb a dotb cloak usnally. We went to Gagelin's, and foand 
notbing to suit n8 ; we tben remembered tbat Gagelin'a bead 
man saià jfremière demoiselle bad formed a matrimonial as well 
as business alliance, bad left Gagelin and set up for tbemselyes 
in tbe Bne de la Paix. We soon found tbat bere tbe diffi- 
cidty would be not tbat tbere was notbing to please us, but 
tbat everytbing pleased us — tbe last sbown being prettier tban 
its predecessor, and so on. Brown is tbe favourite colour for 
cLoaks tbis year, black i3 rather sombre, and grey wiQ not be 
at ail bien porté; tbe priées, more reasonable tban Gagelin's, 
ranged from six to ten pounds, according to tbe fineness of 
tbe clotb or workmansbip. My friend cbose a beauty, 
oomposed of brown clotb, wbicb they caU velvet clotb in 
France — very large sleeves, around wbicb was placed a 
trimming of black velvet — tbe velvet being beautifully 
satUttché, witb black silk braid. Same trimming down tbe 
fifont of tbe cloak, wbicb was very long and of tbe sack sbape ; 
in fact, aU cloaks, to be in tbe mode, must bave sleeves — long 
and wide are tbose most in vogue ; tbougb I saw some with 
sleeves almost closed witb tbe rêvera; but clotb is too tbick a 
material for tbis sbape. The velvet cloaks at Wortb's, (for 
sneb istbe name of tbe proprietorof tbis large establishment), 
were most beautiful. So many varied forms, so many and 
pleasing designs in trimming, tbat one cannot describe tbe 
eifect tbey produce — they must be seen, or at least an engrav- 
ing of tbem. Wortb also makes dresses; and obi sach 
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dresses ! Beally thèse people do not get lialf the crédit thej 
deserve; for it must requîre an inventive genius and an 
extended imagination to get up such beautiful things, whick 
if they were directed in another channel would be declared * 
wonderful; but Wortb and others of tbe stitch-craft know 
they hâve the sympathies and appréciation of the ladies. 
TVorth is an Englishman — the French call him M. Voss. M^ 
efféty the W and th coming together makes it rather an 
iincomfortable word for them. I advise ladies coming to 
Paris to go to Worth's. I think it is Number 7, Rue de la 
Paix, on the iirst floor. I dislike naming tradespeople, but 
sometimes it is a convenience ; a Chroniqueme for the Patrie, 
one of the leading papers hère, who signs herself the Vicom- 
tesse de Renneville, composes her letters entirely of names of 
shops, so that her chronique is nothing more nor less than a 
string of addresses — and yet Mdme. La Vicomtesse de 
Eenneville is considered très apiritmlle, 

My lady readers will be, perhaps, surprised at so high- 
sounding a name belonging to a newspaper contributor ; but 
Madame la Vicomtesse de Eenneville is not the only titled (?) 
person belonging to the Paris press. Sevèral penny papers are 
edited by countesses. Many of the feuilletonistes are counts 
or barons ; in fact, every person who can get his writings 
published, considers him self entitled to any grand name he 
happens to think of. The French law is strict in regard to 
assuming titles; but thèse persons say it is their nom de 
plume, and they therefore cannot be interferred with. In the 
meantime, they get known by thèse titles or rather noms de 
plume, and ail the glory of having a fine name is enjoyed by 
this ingénions metbod. 

Will you permit me to say a word or two as regards 
dressing to English ladies ? Why do they, when in Paris — 
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the gayest of capitals and the most dressy — why, I repeat, do 
they dress themselves, nine times out of ten, as though they were 
among barbarians ? Travelling gowns of coarse stuffs are ail 
well enough for the steamers, railways, and coaches, but not 
for the crowded Boulevards or Champs Elysées, where ail the 
ladies that one meets (except Englishwomen) are tastefiilly 
and richly dressed. How plain, alongside of thèse, appear 
English girls, who, with ten times more natural beauty, seem 
so ugly with their poke bonnets, ugly and coârse stuff gowns 
that cling to the figure, while the little short jackets, add to 
the uncouthness of the tout ememhle ! "As badly dressed as 
an Anglaise,*' has got to be a proverb among the Parisians ; 
and surely they are right. Let me advise them to wear things 
that are suited to their complexion : this is the secret of a 
good toilette. To some, one colour is becoming ; to others 
it is not ; this is what English girls should study. Purple 
bonnets, green dresses, and pink parasols, form a combination 
far from élégant. Thèse varieties of colours seem to chanu 
the rosy-cheeked English girls who abound in the streets of 
Paris. Why ! I actually saw, the other day, walkîng on the 
Boulevard, an English lady, wearing a fine mauve velvet 
shawl, or rather mantle, with a yellow cotton fringe 1 As the 
Paris ladies passed by the person I speak of, they could not 
refrain from an expressive shrug of the shoulder. Let me 
say again, that travelling dresses are for steamers and 
railways. No other ladies, except the English, thus transgress 
ail the rules of toilette. They alone look awkward and 
badly-dressed everywbere except at home; and I take the 
liberty of calling their attention to the fact. I am well awate 
that it is a great trouble to change one's dress when but a 
short time is to be passed in a place, but to do so is to pay 
an indirect compUment to the people we are among; not to 
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do so, 18 to show that we care bat liitle for their opinion ; 
«od ihis b somewhat selfish and impolite. 
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ThB Fire at the Luxembotirg Palace — ^Acconnt of the Building — 
Erection of an English Chnrch at Biarritz — ^The New Ame- 
rican Ambassador to the French Court — ^The Undress Move- 
ment at the Paris Opéra — ^The very opposite at the London 
Théâtres — ^An Adventnre at Astlej^'s — ^The Colonel and the 
Lieutenant— The Ups and Downs of Life — ^Departure of the 
Court for Compiègne — " AU Saints' Day" in Paris — ^Another 
Victim to the Mariage de Convenance. 

Paris, Wednesday, November 2, 1869. 
A DESTRUCTIVE fire has occurred in Paris. The Senate 
Ghamber in the Palace of the Luxembourg has been entirely 
oonsumed by the flames. The origin of the fire is supposed 
to be the oYcrheating of a stove pipe. The Senate Chamber 
was of modem construction, dating only from the year 1836, 
àlthough the building its elf is very ancient. This palace was 
constructed in the year 1615. Por many years it was not 
known that the site had formerly been that of a Èoman camp ; 
but in 1801, in digging in the garden, were found several 
bronze heads, some kitchen and eating utensils, such as vases, 
plates, spoons, and forks, also mirrors,' bronze and ivory 
needles, bracelets, and rings; miiitary omaments, such as 
hooks, buckles, buttons, and belt clasps, and medals from the 
time of Julius Caesar to Honorius. Thèse discoveries proved 
incontestably that a Eoman camp had existed there. It 
must hâve been twelve centuries after it had disappeared^ 
however, when Bobert de Harley had constructed, exacily 
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on tlie spot wliere stands tlie présent palace, a building wMch 
was bought and occnpîed daring many years by tbe Duc de 
Pintî Luxaoabourg, wbo sold it in bis tum to Mary de 
Medicis. Tbîs Princess wished to enlarge tbe building, or 
build anotber more spacious, wbicb would serre ber as a 
vesidence at tbe majority of ber son. A fine palace vas 
built on tbe site under tbe direction of tbe celebrated arcbitect, 
Jacques Desbrosses; wbeu tbe château was finisbed, tbe 
Princess desired it to be called tbe Palais Medicis ; but baving 
made it a présent to ber second son, tbe Duke of Orléans, be 
wisbed it called the Palais d'Orléans. Tbis dénomination 
was inscribed in golden letters on tbe principal entrance gâte, 
and tbe name was to be seen until tbe Eevolution swept ail 
sucb réminiscences of royalty away. Tbe Parisians, bowever, 
still continued to call it tbe Luxembourg, tbe name under 
wbicb tbey bad first known it. Tbis princely property passed 
first to tbe Ducbesse de Montpensier, tben to tbe Duchesse 
d'Alençon, wbo presented it to Louis XIV. It was subse- 
quently occupied by tbe Ducbess of Brunswick, and after ber 
by tbe Queen Motber of Spain. After tbe deatb of tbis 
Princess tbe property reverted to tbe Crown. In 1793 tbe 
Luxembourg was tumed into a prison; it was there tbat was 
invented that horrible engine of destruction, wbicb caused tbe 
noble Palace to receive the name of the guillotine ahop ; it 
was there that were imprisoned some of tbe scions of tbe 
most noble Prencb bouses, wbose only crime was loyalty to 
tbeir sovereign ; within those gilded walls bave been enacted 
scènes wbicb bistory proves bad but too many parallels — ^not 
alone in Prance, but even in our meny England, sad enougb 
in tbose dark days. The Palace was afterwards appropriated 
to many différent uses, and in 1849 became what it is at 
présent — ^the building devoted to the meetings of tbe Senate. 
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The mUe wbicli Ims been consumed was very magnifioent, the 
<;eilîng beîng decorated witb paintings from the ancient 
masters, wbile tbe walls were of carved oak of elaborate 
workmansbip. Fortunately (almost miraculously) the gorge- 
ously decorated throne-room was unmjured; the galleryof 
paintings of living artists (containing tbe chef cPœurvea of 
Couture, Boulanger, Gerome, Eosa Bonheur, &c.), was also 
untouched. The senate Chamber is to be immediately and 
thoroughly restored. No place bas as yet been assigned for 
the meeting of the Senate. 

Protestant churches are being built by degrees ail over 
France. Some time ago I mentioned the érection of one at 
Nantes ; I now hear that the English résidents and visitors 
at Biarritz bave decided on building a Protestant Church at 
thîs favourite Impérial bathing-plaoe. The ground bas been 
bought, and the good work is to be commenced without delay. 
My informant adds, without mentioning to what sect he 
belongs, that an EngUsh clergyman bas already arrived for 
the service of this temple. The Empress's Chapel, the SairUe 
Eugénie, is to receive décorations exterior and interior, 
to be made witb the greatest care. During the absence of 
their Majesties this Catholic chapel is kept open for the 
benefit of the fishermen and women résidents of the village. 
Buring the résidence of the Impérial family, it is private. 

The Galway steamer brings us the intelligence that General 
Fbyd bas been appointed by Président Buchanan to the post 
of Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of the Toileries. 
Some information regarding the new diplomate may not be 
uninteresting. He was bom in the State of Virginia, and 
was for some years représentative of that State in Congress ; 
he bas alao been Govemor of the State, and fulfilled hia 
j;ovematorial duties witb crédit. Latterly he was appointed 
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by Président Buclianan, Secretary of War. During my stay 
in the United States I Ead the pleasure of meeting GenersJ 
Floyd in Washington, at the Présidentes levées, and at other 
réunions. His affability of manner and great intelligence 
render him an nniversal favourite. Some of the Paris journals, 
in mentioning his appointment to his new post, seem to be 
under the impression that he was named by the Président after 
receipt of the news of Mr. Mason's death ; this is an error 
— General Floyd was appointed ambassador by the Président, 
who intended to recaU Mr. Mason. As little more than a 
fortnight has elapsed since the démise of the late Minister, it 
is impossible that the news should hâve reached the United 
States, and that a conséquent appointment shoold be known 
hère. Americans in Paris, will no doabt, be pleased at the 
appointment of General Floyd, as daring the last few years, 
Mr. Mason's ill-health prevented his country-people making 
the embassy a place of réunion, General Eloyd's hold of 
office will be a brilliant one, as his private fortune is suffîcient 
to allow him to do honour to his post — ^which the salaiy of 
itself would not. Persons of ail nations abroad take great 
pride in their Embassy. This is a proper feeling, and should 
be encouraged, but when Ministers are so poorly paid as by 
the U.S. Government, the Embassy is a source of pain and 
not pleasure. 

I hâve noticed as a remaxkable fact this winter, that the 
lady habitués of the Italiens and the Académie de Musique, or 
Grand Opéra, make much less toilette than was formerly the 
case. Even on the grandest représentations we see our most 
noted beUes wearing high-necked dresses, and even sometimes 
bonnets. Looking around the fine salle one sees that not 
more than half the ladies are en toilette hadillée, Five years 
ago it would hâve been considered a manque de savoir-vimre to 

M 
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appear ai ihe Italiens in demi4(Àktte. But Fashion Ikaa 
quBQr vagaries» and her laws of to-day aie contradicted by 
thoae of to-monow ; and as ladies must dress finely, if th^ 
do Bot do so ai the Opéra they will find some otber place to 
display a falling shouLdàr or a lounded form. A few nights 
sinoe I diopped in to see the second act of the Pardon qf 
Fioéhnel, at the Opéra Comique, and observéd that with bat 
one notable exception, the logea were filled with ladies en 
taUette de promenade, The exception I refer to was a brilliant 
one — in a front loge sat a party of English ladies, who seemed 
floating in gossamer, and whose classic heads gave incontest- 
able signs of having been under the skilfol hands of Félix» 
hairdresser to her Majesty, or some other equally celebrated 
artiste. (Ton are aware, no donbt, that in Paris hair-dressers 
daim that high-sounding qualification.) Yariegated bumouses 
were half falling, half dinging to the uncovered shoulders» 
adding by t]ieir brilliant tints to the éclaû which surrounded 
the party. This was veiy fine, but I saw by the perplexed 
looks of my fair country-women that they felt they were 
*' alone in their glory." A few seasons back every loge woidd 
hâve been filled with equally well-dressed occupants, but 
acoording to présent custom thèse ladies were overdressed, 
consequently attracted attention which is oertainly yerj 
unpleasant. I regret that fine dressing should be discontinued 
at the Italiens and Grand Opéra ; it gives a presH^e to any 
théâtre when the auditory is composed of well-dressed ladies» 
and then the gentlemen (even those who look the blackest 
when bills are presented), are obliged to confess that during 
the long enir^acies nothing is more pleasing than to inspect 
tha différent toilettes and différent jeweb of différent ladies of 
lank and beànty. ** How beautiful Mrs. So-and-so looked in 
sndk ft dress!'' '*How beeoming thai kead-dxess was to Miss 
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Sudi-an-one ! " — ^are we to hear thèse remarks no more ? 
Certainly uot in Erance> if the présent no-dress mo^ement 
continues» So Fiœ la toilette ! at least for the Opéra. 

But as muchas the présent tumof affaîrs as regards dress 
in Paris is to be deprecated, in like proportion must we regret 

' the extent to which dress is carried in London. Even in the 
minor théâtres, we see young ladies wearing low-neeked 
dresses, and decked ont with opéra cloaks. I must relate to 
you my expérience in the matter. A short time since, I 

, leturned to London after a prolonged continental tour, during 
which I had imbibed the customs of the countriesl wasvisit- 
ing. A few days after my arrivai I was induced by some 
very young cousins to accompany them to Astley's Amphi- 
théâtre, a place of amusement I had never visited. Forgetting 
that I was in London I wore my bonnet. I was much sur- 
prised when about entering our box, to find the Hfther 
intercepting me. " Flease ma'am," said he, " take off your 
bonnet ; ladies can't wear 'em in the théâtre." Surprised at 
this request — the more so as my '' back hair " was somewhat 
disordered owing to a violent romp with a three-year-old. 
jnst after dinner, I begged leave to retain the obnozioos 
bonnet ; but ail in vain, the man had received strict oxdez», 
and I was obliged to doff the article in dispute. I was 
nnable to ascertain whether this gênerai uncovering was doue 
88 a mark'of re^ect for the ciown or the horses. Seriously 
speaking, how absurd such rules appear to one aocustomed to 
the sans-gêne of continental life. That one should be forœd 
to go uocovered to a circus, is the height of ridicule. 

As many members of the Orléans family are now Temdiag 
m England, the following anecdote may prove of inttivest, 
The day after the battle of Palestro, a young officer bdonging 
t» fht Sardinian cavalry, whoae duty it was to transport tlha 

u 2 
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Austrian prisoners to a place of safe keeping, presented bim- 
self to Colonel Chabron, of tbe 3rd Kegiment of Zouaves, to 
receive bis orders. The colonel, surprised at tbe purity ctf 
tbe young officer's Frencb, asked bim wbere be was born. 
** I am a Frencbman, replied tbe sub-lieutenant. " Wbat is 
your name ? " demanded tbe Colonel. " De Cbartres, mon 
Colonel" Seeing surprise depicted on tbe Coloners counte- 
nance at tbe mention of tbe name, be added, " I am tbe son 
of tbe Duke of Orléans." Having received bis orders be 
witbdrew. Tbe Colonel, wbo relates tbîs anecdote, says tbat 
be was mucb toucbed by tbe simplicity and gentle bearing of 
this young prince, wbo bas already suffered sucb cruel 
reverses. 

Tbis story recalls to my mind an anecdote related to me 
« few weeks since, by an American statesman, tbe Hon. 
Eobert C. "Wintbrop. Twelve years ago, tbis gentleman was 
in London, and was invited to luncbeon at tbe bouse of Miss 
Goutts. Besides tbe lady bostess and bimself, tbere was but 
one otber guest — Prince Louis Napoléon, just tben escaped 
from tbe prison at Ham. Durmg tbe past summer, Mr. 
"Wintbrop was again in London, and again partook of lun- 
cbeon witb Miss Coutts. Again tbere was but one otber 
guest — tbe Comte de Paris ! Wbat a strange coinddence, 
and bow great a proof of tbe mutability of buman affairs ! 

Tbe Emperor, Empress, and Prince Impériaf leave St. 
Cloud tbis aftemoon, for tbe Palace at Compiègne. An unli- 
mited crédit bas been granted for tbeir réception by tbe 
municipality bî tbat place, and wbat witb triumpbal arcbes, 
patriotic inscriptions, and grand illuminations, tbe inbabicants 
of tbe little town of Compiègne will bave great scope for 
sbowing tbeir loyalty. Among tbe guests for tbe first week 
at tbis fine Impérial résidence, are Lord and Lady Cowley. 
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It îs saîd that the Palace bas undergone such entire répara- 
tions as to make ît assmne a degree of magnîficeiice it never 
had before ; among tbe rooms distinguisbed for tbe beauty 
and taste of its arrangement is tbe Salle des Gardes, This 
spacious and ricbly-decorated apartment bas been embellisbed 
witb ten superb panoplies of cbased steel, inlaid witb gold and 
silver. They represent tbe armour wom by tbe knigbts of 
the middle âges in France, Spain, England, Germany, Sec., 
also two suits of Oriental armour. Tbe wbole of tbese pièces 
are grouped witb much taste ; tbe arms, défensive and offen- 
sive, wbicb were tben used, radiating from eacb armour. In 
addition to tbe always great attraction of a séjour at Com- 
piègne, tbe invited guests will bave tbe benefit, tbis year, of tbe 
magnificent Englisb gardens laid out in tbe forest of Pierre- 
fonds. My readers will remember tbat Cardinal Eicbelieu, 
to cripple tbe power of tbe migbty lords of Pierrefonds, caused 
the solid massive stone walls tbat surround tbe castle to be split 
down to tbe eartb. Tbese walls, by order of tbe Emperor, 
bave been rebuilt ; and such bas been tbe care bestowed upon 
tbe work tbat it is impossible to know tbe new from tbe 
andent stone. A coiTOsive substance wbicb bas been applied 
gives to tbe new portion tbe time-worn, mouldering appear- 
ance of tbe old wall. 

Yesterday was *'La Toussaint," or AU Saints* Day, 
and Paris was en fête, Tbe sbops were ail closed, and 
tbe merry grisettes and artizans filled tbe streets after 
tbe Higb-mass in tbe moming. The day is a day 
of rest — of amusement as weli as boliness — to them. 
MingHng witb a crowd of persons of tbe lower-class in 
Erance does not produce tbat feeling of discomfort tbat like 
contact does in England ; hère tbe women witb their clean 
wbite caps and aprons, the men witb their blue blouses, do not 
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pr9«eiit the aspect of wretched poverty that tfae oorresponding 
xotii and women do îd Loadon. And then their conversatûm 
îs always laughing and to a certain degree spirituel. A 
Erenchman does not know what it is to be snllen; he is 
either angry or pleased. And liow happy they are on a f^ 
day. The French certainly e^joy life more than any other 
people. 

A few evenings since I saw in one of our most frequented 

saUma the Duke and Duchess of M . I observed that 

the young lady looked carewom ; lines were perceptible in 
her countenance, which was« when I last saw her (before the 
marnage), fair and smooth. As she moved listlesaly around 
the spacious rooms I wondered whether she regretted her 
barter of youth and beauty for a ducal coronet. I hâve 
beard it asserted that the old marshal, her husband^ 
is rough and somewhat brutal in his manner to her, and 
I fear that the high4oned, délicate woman is wearmg 
away in the struggle she has brought upon herself. I hâve 
once or twice referred to mariages de convenance that so often 
occur in France, and hâve regretted their frequency. I fear 
that the young Duchess de M. is another proof against a 
custom that is really a most cruel one. One sees in the 
Paris eahns or ball-rooms, fair young créatures clinging to 
the arms of men who are old enough to be fathers, and in 
many instances, grandfathers, to the well-dressed, bejewelled 
beauties ; and a pang of pain most real is felt when one 
leams that the persons in question are man and wife. Oh, 
Mammon ! truly thou art most powerful, and bitter is thy 
reign! 
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LETTEK XXVI. 

Stog Hunt at Gompiègne — ^A Disconrse on Grinolme— ICss 
Maridneau Taken to Task — ^Yisit of the Grand-Daohew 
Marie of Eussia to Paiis — ^The Festivities at Compiàg^ne-^ 
Restoration of the Cathedral of St. Denis — ^The Theatiioal 
World — ^A New Branch of Industry : Hnsbands Beware ! 

Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 9, 1869. 
HEÂJiiNe tUat there was to be a grand stag-hmat at 
Compiègne on Friday, I roused myself at a horrîbly eady 
honr in oïder to get to the Chemin de Fer du Nord in time 
for the 9.15 a.m. train. After a sleepy ride of two bonis, I 
arrived at Compiègne, and after breakfast proceeded to làe 
meet — the Puits du Eoi. Tbe Emperor was not présent, 
but the Empress appeared about one o'clock, foUowed by tbe 
guests of the Palace. Her Majesty wore a charming bunting 
costume, composed of gréen clotb and gold. Tbe Princess 
Aima Murât was also most becomingly dressed. Tbis £ûr- 
haired cousin of tbe Emperor is a. beautiful créature ; one 
oould almost swear (but ladies do not swear) that the Princess 
was a fresh young Englisb girl; sbe bas aU the Saxon 
cbaracteristics. I was mucb disappointed to find that 
tbe Empress did not acoompany tbe party to tbe bunt, but 
retumed immediatdy to tbe Palace. Tbe bunters started, 
and soon found a fine ten-antlered stag, which was kitted 
lifter a splendid ron of an bour. At night the curée tooik 
plaœ, but I confess I left Compiègne immediately I foimd 
theîr Msgesties were not going to tbe bunt. I intcod 
visiting Compiègne for tbe nex.t bunt; and sball give my readon 
a detaiied description of tbe château, its guests, and sur- 
rov 
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The Empress, it is said, is to appear ai Compiègne in 
dresses made afber lier Majesty's own idea, and if she décides 
in favour of them, no other style will be used this winter by 
tbe fashionables. Crinolines, so say those to whom the 
distingoished lady deigns to communicate her ideas, are to 
beiotally abolished. Woollen stuffs are to be wom entirely 
for out-door dress, while ail robes are to be made short, that 
is, to touch the ankle. Whether this style of dress will take 
or not, remains to be seen. In the meantime, let ns leave to 
those who can aford to make thèse expensive experiments, 
tiie privilège of deciding what will be becoming. For myself, 
I must confess, that the lovely and graceful Eugénie herself 
will, ia my eyes, lose much of her dignity if she adopts 
the short, ungraceful dress which she proposes. I 
remember, last year at Biarritz, that the first time I saw her 
Majesty in the little hat, ihe tvLckeà-xip piqué àreas, and the 
Balmoral petticoat and boots, I could scarcely divest myself 
of the idea that it was not the same queenlike créature who» 
but two months before, had graciously saluted me on my 
présentation. The long-flowing, ample robe, the magnificent 
diamond crown, had impressed me far less than the dignity of 
manner, combined with that heavenly expression of face, the 
stately carriage, in ail " every inch " an Empress ! Hère 
was the lovely face, the beauteous form, the délicate hands 
and feet; but the sweeping dignity had vanished. What 
was the cause ? None other than the différence of dress. 
But if crinoline is abolished, what a triumph for people with 
antediluvian ideas on dress. Miss Martineau, for instance — 
why, her article on this subject in ** Once a Week " proves 
that she, at least, has never wom a crinoline. She says : 
" The prodigious weight of the modem petticoat, and the 
diffîculty of getting it ail into the waistband, créâtes a 
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necessity for oompressîng and loading the waist în a manner 
most injurious to health.'* Ail my lady teaders will agrée 
with me when I déclare this to be an egregious mistake ; 
a crinoline gives more tournure than half-a-dozen stiffly- 
starched petticoats. That Miss Martinean is writing in the 
dark will be évident to ail ladies who use crinolines. We 
are ail aware that they hâve a waistband, fitting as com- 
fortably as that of any other petticoat. I meet in my daily 
rambles an old gentleman, who wears tight-kneei breeches, 
powders his hair, and dons a long-tailed» high-collared coat, 
dating back to the days of the Eestoration. I am fîrmly 
persuaded that this relie of former times has as much 
objection to the présent style of dress for gentlemen as is 
evinced by good old Miss Martineau against crinolines. She 
does not know the comfort of one on a hot summer's day, 
or she would not rail at them. 

The Grand-Duchess Marie of Leuchtenberg has arrived 
at the Hôtel du Louvre. Her Impérial Highness is invited 
to Compiègne, and leaves on the 20th. This Princess is 
employing her stay in Paris in vîsiting the différent places of 
interest in the capital. The day before yesterday the Hotel 
Cluny, that depository of so many interesting relies of the 
middle âges, was honoured by a visit of her Highness of 
Bussia. The Emperor has placed several of the Impérial 
équipages at her disposai, and has detached one of his aides- 
de-camp to attend upon her Highness during her stay in 
Paris. Yesterday, the Grand-Duchess was expected at the 
Hotel des Invalides, but knowing probably that it was the 
intention of the^ Emperor to visit her, the Princes and Prin* 
cesses, children to her Highness, went alone to the Invalides. 
An interesting sight was fumished to them; twenty-four 
soldiers who served in Italy from 1805 to 1814, under the 
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orâflfs of tke Frinee Vioeroy, were aaaembled in the Befeetoiy. 
Tlnese reterans had been brought together because tbe Grand» 
DudieBs had expressed a désire to see thecompamons in «rni» 
of ber fatber-in-law. The Emperor arrived in Paris ùom 
Compiègae at half-past two, and entered the gâte of tbe 
Grand Hôtel du Louvre at ten minutes to three on aviait to 
tbe Grand-Duchess. His Majesty was in a smàll covered 
carnage, without the slightest escort ; but the crowd eoon 
disooYered their sovereign, in spite of the modesty of tbe 
équipage, aad forthwith set up the eternal shout for his long 
life and health, which by this time must bave become per- 
fect]y insupportable to his Impérial ears. 

A little before four o'clock the Emperor paid a visit io 
Prince Jérôme at the Palais Eoyal. His Impérial HigbnesB 
îs still ill, though they say he is recovering slowly. Affcer 
this visit the Emperor entered the Palace of the Tuileries, 
but left in time for the iive o'clock train for Compiègne. Last 
Sunday ail the guests of the first séries of invitations bade 
adieu to their Majesties, and left for Paris in a spécial train ; 
the second séries of invités arrived in the aftemoon of the 
Bame day. Among other guests of their Majesties are Lord 
and Lady Strafford, Count and Countess Walewski, and the 
Prince and Princess Czartoriski. The Duchess de Malakhoff, 
ivith the Duke, "bave also passed a week at Compiègne with 
their Majesties. 

The young Prince Napoléon Bonaparte, son of the Prince 
de Canino, who was lately married at Eome to the Prinoeas 
£uspoli, bas arrived in Paris with his bride. The âge of tbe 
Piince is tweuty, and that of the Princess, seventeen. 

AU my readers who bave been in Paris bave no donbt 
râited the magnificent Cathedral of St. Denis — the last rest- 
ing-plaœ of Irench Soyalty. Extensive works are to be 
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eseenled there ; a superb moniiment is to be erected to ihe 
Baqperor Napoléon I. — below the transept is to be constmcted 
a VttQk for the Napoleonian dynasty ; ail the rich tombs whieh 
are now piled up in the damp vanlts of the crypt, are to be 
nofilaced in the cl:^oir and the nave ; ail the paintings are to 
be removed firom the piilars, the ogives, the chapels, and the 
waHs round the choir, in order to give them again the déco- 
ration of the ndddle âges, of which one or two chapels still 
remaining intact will serve as models ; and lastly, to rebnild 
the two small spires over the principal entrance. Thèse im- 
provements will make the already magnificent Cathedral one 
of the most interesting in the world, though I should think 
having a vault constmcted for the Napoleonian dynasty would 
make the Emperor feel rather lugubrious. 

We hâve had several novelties in the theatrical line during 
the past week. At the Italiens, Madame Borghi-Mamo has 
made her rentrée in the Barhiere di Seviglia, and was much 
applauded by her old admirers. Gardoni sang à ravir in this 
opéra ; his soft délicate notes are admirable in the sérénade. 
Â.t the Français, the Ihw Johy a new comedy, bas created a 
very favourable impression. The fine comedian, Got, plays 
the principal character ; his personaiion has contributed in a 
great measure to the success of the play. At the Odeon, Lt 
^assé d'une Femme has met with some rather severe criticism, 
but seems to please the gênerai audience. Novelty is ail they 
care for — ^they will go to the théâtre, and only désire to see 
something new. The Variétés has prodaced a new pièce 
oalled Momieur Jules, which was laughed at, and so is a 
success. 

A branch of industry exists in Paris which I am sure has 
]i0V«r been thought of in England. The foUowing story will 
eipluii this singular mode of gaining a livelihood : The land* 
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lord of one of the houses near ihe Boulevards had, as lodgeis, 
an old man and bis daughter ; the father was an employé at 
one of the mînistrîes, to which place he went every moming» 
and only retumed in the evening ; during the day the yoong 
girl amused herself in feeding her birds and watering the 
flowers which decorated their 'modest apartment. One day 
the old man fell ill, and as the rent-day was approaching, the 
kind-hearted landlord called upon the daughter and said, 
. " Mademoiselle, your father has been ill for some time now, 
and I know that he no longer receives his monthly salary — 
do'not trouble yourself about the rent — ^you will pay it the 
next quarter, or the next, if you like ; I cannot bear to think 
that« combined to the grief that your father's illuess occasions 
you, should be added uneasiness about money." "Thank 
you a thousand times, Monsieur ; fortunately, I hâve no need 
of your kind offer. My father's salary is stopped, but then, 
I earn enough to keep us both." *' You eam — why I never 
see you at work," said the gentleman. *' Not in the day- 
time, 'tis true, but in the evening I am constantly eraployed." 
** Would it be an indiscrétion to ask you what you do ? " ,said 
the landlord. " I am an avançeme d^ ouvrage " (an advancer 
of work). " And what, pray, is that ? " ** Why, you see. 
Monsieur, there are an immense number of ladies who begin 
ail sorts of fancy-work, crochet, worsted work, or knitting and 
such things, on which they work in the evening — sometimes 
when the husband goes out to the club, the opéra, or any 
other place to which Madame does not happen to accompany 
him ; the lady, perhaps, has an engagement of her own, to 
which, as soon as Monsieur is out of the house, she Aies ; the 
fancy work is brought to me, or I go and fetch it, and the 
next moming, bright and early, I take it back. After break- 
iast Madame exhibits triumphantly her work of the evening 
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before, and Monsieur praises her industry, never dreaming 
that Madame was amusing lierself, and tliat other hands bave 
made the évident progress in the work." The landlord 
retired, greatly astonished at the lengths which female 
(Parisian) intellect attains, and determined for the future to 
keep a strict eye upon his own wife, for fear of her employing 
an affançeuse d'ouvrage. 



LETTER XXVII. 



The Corning Season in Paris — ^Fashionable Arrangements— A 
Good Word for the Crinoline — ^The Qaeen and the Soldier- 
Artist— The Disabled Ténor— The Schiller Festival in Paris 
— Singular Trial for Poisoning — ^The Empress's Fête Day — 
ImpOTial Visitors in Paris — New Kussian Organ in Paris — 
Acquittai of the Prisoner for the Theffc of M. Hua's Child 
— General Scott's Mission to San Juan. 

Paris, Wednesday, Noyember 16, 1859. 
OuR fashionable season has begun in eamest, and I ^hall 
éoon bave ample matter for my weekly letter, giving you the 
détails of the Court réceptions, balls, and concerts, as well as 
those that are giveu by Ministers and members of the Corps 
Diplomatique. Those even the most wedded to the pleasures 
of countiy life, must retum soon ; and, once ail the absentées 
back, Paris will each night revel and dance to sweet strains, 
while beautiful women, firom North, South, East, and West, 
ivill gaily and gracefuUy glide through the season, each con^ 
tributing her share to the universal holiday. I say holiday, 
because in the winter months Paris is iilled with pleasuie- 
seekera ail anxious to enjoy the manifold amusements. hexe 
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fdmished to rartune's favourites. It would seem as thoagh 
they were determined to drain to the dregs the cup of 
pleafiure, and nought that Frencb. ingenuity can invent k left 
nndone to satisfy thèse crayîngs. Magnificent équipages filled 
with gaily-dressed^women roll along the Champs Ëlysées and 
the avenues of the Bois de Boulogne, while at night we find 
our opéras and salona crowded with the beauty and wit wbich 
the world contributes to the demands of the Parisian season. 
The fair daughterof the North exhibits herrounded shoulders 
and blonde hair in the same salon where we admire the dark 
flashing eye and graceful supple form of the child of the 
sunny South. They are ail hère — England, Eussia, Austria, 
Gkrmany, Italy, Spain, in fact, ail the world is represeuted in 
a réunion in the sahna of our élite ; and wealth^ that great 
roler of us ail, lends its aid to magnify and decorate this 
assemblage of the great and the powerful of ail lands. A 
Parisian salon cannot be equalled in this respect, for Paris is 
the centre of fashion. Hère the Goddess of Pleasure has 
erected her temple, and hère must come her worshippers. 

Last winter, the Countess de Momy, as weU as the 
Conntess Walewski and Mme. Fould, wife of the Minister af 
State, gaye each a masked bail. They were ail se snccessfttl 
that it is said thèse leaders of the ton intend to give a séries 
Gf masquerades this winter, at which no one will be admitted 
nnless in fancy dress. At the Tuileries there will be two 
masked baUs during the season, both of which are to be 
imnsnally magnificent. Thèse romoured pleasures haye beat 
«poken of since it has become a settled fact that Piinoe 
Jérôme has quite recovered fix)m the dangerous illness that; 
had lately attacked \à& Highness. After the Jannary récep- 
tion there will be a bail giren at the Tuileries each fortnigfat; 
We aie also to hâve seyenil balls given at the Hôtel de YSta^ 
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i^pon wldch oecasion the scène presented is one tHat baffles 
descriptioQ. Many of my readers hâve, I dare say, attended 
baDs at the Hôtel de Ville, and ail will agrée with me, when 
I say Ihat their splendour and magnificence are nnriyalled, 
aod that one's dreams of faiiy land are there realised. 

But what, one natnrally asks, is to be the fashion for 
dresses this winter? , For the moment it is impossible to 
reply. It eannot be that the dresses reaching but to the 
ankle will find their way into the ballroom ; that the corsages 
are getting shorter and shorter waisted is beyond dispute — ^in 
fact, when 

" I look into the future, far as human eye can see," 

the unpleasing spectacle of the unbecoming modes of the 
'Fini Empire is presented to my gaze. Are we then to be kd 
to the slaughter like innocent lambs, and forced to désert the 
long crinoline, the long flowing sldrt, and well-adjusted 
corsage? Ladies, totherescue! Down with the efforts of 
the novelty-seeking French marchandes, who, for the sake of 
the crédit of a new idea, and the hope of base gain, would 
forée upon us an imbeooming costume. Liberty and crinoline 
for ever. 

A pretty story is told by the Lyons joumals of an act of 
benevolence, donc by the Queen of HoUand, who has lately 
been sojouming in that town. In passing through the Musée 
one might daily see a young soldier, who occupied in copyîng 
the old masters, the hours of leisure which his service 
allowed him. He was terminating a remarkable copy of a 
MuziUo, when a foreign lady approached and asked him where 
he aoquired his teste for painting. He told her that he had 
leedived lessons from Horace Yemet, but being unforfconate 
eiMMigh to dr»w au uniucky number in the Qnueri^tioni aad 
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too poor to purcliase a substitute, he bore bis fate patiently^ 
determining to dévote as mucb tûne as possible to tbe 
cherished art. The fair stranger asked the soldier how muck 
be expected to get for tbe picture be bad just finisbed ; upon 
bis naming tbe priée, tbe lady said " (Test bien, I will give 
you double tbat sum." Tbe deligbted artist-soldier inquired 
tbe name of bis benefactress, wbo laugbingly answered, 
"Send your picture to tbe Queen of Holland, wbo is 
determined to find a way wbicb will allow you to give 
yourself up exclusively to tbe perfection of tbe art for wbicb 
you bave so decided and cbarming a talent." Tbe illustrions 
lady bas kept ber promise, it is said, and tbe grateful artist is 
now no longer obliged to perform tbe military duties wbicb 
were so irksome to bim, wbose wbole deligbt was in tbe culture 
of tbe art, in pursuance of wbicb be met tbe noble Queen, wbo 
bas sbown berself as gênerons and sympatbetic as sbe is 
beautiful and accomplisbed. 

In tbe salons of our music-loving fasbionables, Roger, tbe 
tmfortunate ténor wbo lost bis arm by an accident tbis 
summer, is still tbe topic of conversation. It was asserted 
tbat Roger bad rebearsed bis rôle in tbe Eeine de Chypre (in 
wbicb be figbts a duel) witbout tbe sligbtest difficulty, and 
tbat tbat opéra would soon be produced at tbe Académie. 
Tbis, it appears» is not so; Roger bas come up firom bis 
country bouse but once since tbe accident. He is to bave a 
benefit at tbe tbeatre, tbe scène of bis former triumpbs, and 
it was to speak of tbis tbat Roger came up'to Paris.. 
It is said tbat tbe ténor is ratber disappointed in tbe 
mecbanical arm wbicb bas been made for bim, but Cbairiere, 
as a proof of tbe perfection to wbicb be bas carried thèse 
false members, introduced to Roger a gentleman wbo took . 
off and put on bis hat, carried a stick» used knife and fork. 
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&c., the said gentleman having a false arm. Koger wa^ 
much moved and delighted at the perfect ease withwhich the 
arm was used. 

The Schiller festival given in the Cirque de Tlmpératrioe 
attracted an immense crowd, your correspondent among the 
number. After a great deal of crowding and elbow-punching, 
I contrived to get a seat, in which I remained four mortal 
hours listening to hoai-se singers, discordant instruments, cries 
of babies, and growls of parents. The immense drcus was a 
cold as any circus would be in the middle of November 
wîthout any fire, and situated in an open space like the 
Champs Elysées. During the delicious intenrals when the 
hoarse ladies with the dreadftd German names weie not 
singing, I amused myself decyphering a German programme, 
widoh was generously distributed to the audience, who for the 
moet part knew as little of that mellifluous tongue as I do of 
the mode of conversation used by SoUth Sea Islanders. After 
a little brain-cudgelling, and the assistance of a German 
gentleman, upon whom I bestowed as many gracions smiles 
as my freezing situation would permit, being intensely 
delighted at my managing to understand nearly ail he said, I 
read the programme, whose heading was as follows : " Fête 
given in honour of the birth of - Schiller in the Cirque de 
rimpératrice." Just as I was about to break ont into a fit of 
laughter at the idea of Schillw's being bom in the Cirque de 
l'Impératrice, two liorrible realities forced themselves upon 
me; one was, that the German gentleman whom I fondly 
supposed had been conversing with me in his native tongue, 
had been using a sort of m^n^e of English and French[ 
which rudely set aside my self-satisfied idea of being a 
Biiguist; the other was, that I was getting veiy hoaise. l 
had caught cold, whiofcof j^ thepetty «iUsthat flesh U heir 

N 
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to^" k to me tbe most unbearable. Although the receipis 
were large, the Schiller festival was not, on the whole, satis- 
factory, and I doubt much if a hundred years hence there will 
be 80 numeroufi an auditory — certainly not if I were consolted. 
I jnust not forget a fine march by Meyerbeer, whidbi is 
warthy, in every way, of the great composer's réputation ; but 
which, on the evening in question, was evidently perfozmed 
aftear too few rehearsals, for there was certainly a want of 
accord, ârom time to time, among the performers. Tfae 
XBceipts of the festival amounted to 20,000f., and the 
ezpei9kdituie to 14,000f. 

A singular case has been tried hère, which shows the 
danger arising from the use of rouge and powder. An acU»: 
named Damy, was attacked some weeks ago, while perform- 
ing at the Odéon, with violent colics, and the symptoms of 
poisoning ; having consulted a physician, the latter came to 
tbe conclusion that the powder Damy used contained poison. 
As several other actors and actresses hâve sufered in the same 
way, a complaint was made against two perfumers, named 
Fay and Madame Dasse, who hâve just been tried for selling 
pearl powder in which there was carbonate of lead. In 
addition to Damy, several performers of the Palais Boyal 
Théâtre stated that they had suffered from the use of the 
defendant's powder. Certificates were put in from othei 
actresses, declaring that they had used it without inconve- 
nience ; but as, however, chemists dedared that it contained 
poison, the tribunal condemned the défendants each to thiee 
months imprisonment and 600f. fine. 

Testerday (15th), was the Empress's fUe day. The 
théâtres in Paris were ail illuminated last night, but owing 
to the absence of their Majesties, the fête was not io 
ilioroughly obsened as it would otherwise hâve been. Maaj 
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private oharities were bestowed by order of her Majesty, and 
a number of children admitted into différent schools and 
académies at the expense of her Majesty « 

The Gbrand-Duchess of Leuchtenberg is still in Paris ; she 
visited yesterday the Palais de Justice. Her Highness was 
accompanied by her èldest son, aged ten years, and her two 
daughters; one of thèse, the Prmcess Marie, is the most 
beautifîil child I ever saw. The Prefect de Police was 
waiting in the Cour éP honneur to receive her Highness, who, 
accompanied by him, Tisited the Sainte Chapelle and the 
Gond^erie. In the latter place the Dnchess entered the 
dimgeon of Marie Antoinette, which was also visited by the 
QTand-]>ake Gonstantine when he was last in Paris. 

Spealdng of the Grand-Duke reminds me that a new 
Eussian organ, La Gazette du Nord, which has just appeared 
in Paris, publishes a most interesting journal of the voyage 
lately made by his Impérial Highness. The author was in 
the Duke's suite, and is thé editor of the Gazette. Gaptain 
de Bumine, the person in question, intends, so say my 
gentlemen acquaintances who talk politics, to show up to ail 
Europe,' in his journal, the Eussian people, their institutions 
and customs, under the impression that when better known 
they wOl be better liked. 

You wiU remember that some weeks since I mentioned 
the theff; of M. Hua's child, and the conséquent agitation 
which prevailed in Paris. As ail your readers are aware, the 
woman who stole the chQd was arrested in Orléans and 
bronght to Paris for trial. I am sure you will be as much 
astonished as I was upon hearing that the jury acquittedUie 
woman, upon the ground that she was not a responsible 
agent, having committed the crime while under the influence 
of hystcna. She is now at large» and may, I suppose, walk 

N 2 
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into the Tuilerise and strangle the first babe sbe meets, and 
hysteria would again be at fanlt. Tndy tbe ways of Justice 
are mysterious. 

Tour readers are donbtless ail aware of the fact tbat 
Lieutenant-General Scott, Commander-in-Chief of the United 
States forces, has been sent by Président Buchanan to San 
Juan, to settle matters between General Hamey, who has 
taken possession of that island, and Govemor Douglas, Her 
Majesty's Eepresentative in British Columbia. The American 
General, going, I suppose, upon the principle that possession 
is nine points in the law, at once put some of his men upon the 
island of San Juan, and claimed it in the name of the United 
States. Govemor Douglas refused to allow this claim, and 
now the matter is being considered by the American and 
English Cabinets. AU Americans look upon General Scott's 
mission as one of Peace ; let us hope he may succeed in cany- 
ing out his instructions in such a manner that the world may 
not hâve the spectacle of a quarrel or struggle between two 
nations speaking the same language and having the same 
great God-given mission of civilization and progress. A few 
evenings since, I was with a number of mutual friends in the 
salon of Mrs. Lieutenant-General Scott. This lady has for 
many years resided in Paris. During the course of the even- 
ing, one of the persons présent found in Mrs. Scott's album 
the foUowing lines addressed by her to her husband. I was 
struck by the tone and sentiments of thèse most opportune 
verses, and begged permission to send them to you — ^in fact, 
I may say I triumphantly bore them off. Your readers will 
allow me to explain that General Scott leffc New York en> 
route for Califomia in the steamer Star of the West. The 
lines will possess additional value, if only from the fact that, 
8ave to the General to whom they are addressed and the few 
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firiends présent the evening in question, they are as yet 
unkno^ni. 

*' Oh, Star of the West ! throw thy radiance benign, 
Unchanging and strong, on the warrior's way ! 
May the waves tbat snrronnd him, throngh favour divine, 
Be as lustrons and calm as thine own cheering ray ! 

* The hero of many a battle ' goes now 
More joyfully forth on a mission of peace ; 

Oh, Star of the West ! be the prototype, thon, 
Of success, whose pnre blessings shall never snrcease. 

God prosper the barque that hath borrowed thy name; 

Supplications heart-bom to His throne sûre addressed. 
For the good and the brave and the pions who claim 

Our dévotion, our prayers, in the 'Star of the West.* 

They go ail unarmed (save with holiest views), 

The ills of ambition and strife to arrest. 
For the spirit of St. John (loved apostle) imbues 

Hearts now seeking his isie in the ' Star of the West.' 

Unarmed they will land mid contention and wrath. 
But on high 'tis ordained that *peacemakers be blest;* 

They will follow once more their long, long océan path. 
And regain their own shores with the 'Starof the West.' 

Sail on, gallant Scott ! true disciple of Yirtne ! 

Whose justice and faith every danger will breast; 
Avert the sad conflict — ^Heaven will not désert you; 

There are angels on guard round the ' Star of the West.' '' 
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LETTER XXVm, 

Pestivities at Compiègne — ^The Empress Eugénie in a New Cha- 
racter— Amiability of Her Majesty— Theatrical Newa— The 
Latest Eashions— French Eeeling towards England. 

Paris, Wednesday, November 23, 1859. 
Th£ festivities at Campiègne hâve reached their zénith. The 
Grand-Duchess Marie of Leuchtenbeig lefb the Hôtel du 
Louvre, yesterday, for the Impérial résidence. Frîuce and 
Princess Mettemich, who were included in the first list of 
"Visitors, hâve retumed by spécial invitation of their Majes- 
ties. The companies of the Qynmajse, Odéon, and Vaudeville 
Théâtres hâve ail performed before the Court this week. 
The comédie de salon, or private theatricals, hâve abo been 
much in vogue this season. M. Octave Feuillet, the cele- 
brated writer, now visiting at the château, was requested by 
the Empress to wiite s, proverbe. The author of the " Jeune 
Homme Pauvre" instantly complied, and produced, it is said, 
the most spiritual of ail his pièces of this kind. It so 
pleased the Empress that her Majesty herself honoured the 
author by peiforming the principal part in the présence of 
her guests.* It is said that the Empress did this, as she does 
eveiything, most charmingly ; but I must confess that in my 
opinion it was a manque de dignité in her Majesty, which 
soiprised me extremely. The réle of Sovereign is a difficult 
enough one to perform, without attempting those in comédies* 
The Dowager Empress of Russia, now at Nice, has been 
invited by the Emperor- to pass some time at the Tuileries, 
afler her retum from the south of France. The Emperor of 
Bussia has sent a spécial despatch to the Emperor Napoléon, 
* The pièce is called " Le Portrait de la Marquise.'* 
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thanking him for the extrême kmdness shown by bimâelf aod 
tbe Empress to the Giand-Duchess now Tisitlog Compi^ne. 

I liave heard a little anecdote wfaicli shows that tfae 
charity of the Empress is most unostentatîous. A îew days 
ago, when their Majesties were Tralking in the Jbréé wilh 
their guests, a little giil of about nine or ten years of ago^ 
neatly, but pooily clad, met the Impérial party ; on perceiy- 
mg the Empress the chQd gave a shout of joy, roshed up 
frantically and threw her arms around her Majesty's neck. 
The Empress retnmed the embrace, and then inqnired kindlj* 
after the child's mother. *' She is better," said the little girl, 
*' and often wonders when you are coming to see us, ekère 
dame" '^I shall come soon," said the Empress, smiling; 
" give her this for me, and now em revoir" The ladies and 
gentleman of the party were anxious to know how the 
Empress conld hâve disoovered those poor people, who lived 
qnite at the extremityof the town of Compiègne, withoutthe 
people themselves knowing who was their benefactress ; they 
affcerwards found out that the Empress was in the habit of 
liaing at an early hour and going quite imattended into the 
poor quarters of the town and distribnting ahns to those in 
distress. Ever sinoe her iirst visit to Compiègne she bas 
done this, and had it not been for the accidentai meeting of 
the little girl, who explaine'd to the ladies and gentlemen that 
the '' lady," pointing to the Empress, had been a bon an^to 
them and to many others in the village, this act of charity 
woùld hâve remained unknown. It is said that the Em- 
peror, on the disoovery of his noble spouse's generosify of 
heart, kissed her hand in présence of ail the guests, and 
deolared that every day developed some new and ohamdng 
tndt in the amiable Eugénie. 

At the Lyrique we are having Qluck's fine opéra Orpkéèt 
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with Madame Yiardot in the principal part. Mademoiselle 
Sflx, a pupil of Madame Ugalde, takes the part of Eurydice. 
This Mademoiselle Sax bas a fine voice, and bas improved 
wonderfoUy since her first appearance at the Lyrique. 
Monsieur Carralho, manager at the théâtre, heard this yoimg 
persan singing at one of the free concert-rooms on the Boiile.> 
vards ; stmck with her voice, he offered her a situation at the 
Xyrique, at which théâtre she made her first appearance as 
the Coimtess Almaviva in Les Noeea de Figaro — ^no small 
tmdertaking for a déàuiafUey especially as Mademoiselle Dupree 
had made an immense hit in the same part. She succeeded, 
however, and may be regarded as one of the fixed favourites 
of the Lyrique audience. At the Italiens, Rigoletto bas been 
repeated, with Morini as the libertine Duke, instead of Gar- 
doni. The change is not an agreeable one to the habiiués of 
the Italiens, although I suppose ît is done to relieve Gardoni, 
who bas been singing constantly since the opening of the 
théâtre. A Madlle. Dottini, who plays the jester's daughter, 
came very near being whistled at — that being the Pansian 
mode of bissing — in her cavatina, for although in the duo with 
Graziani she passes muster, during the rest of the opéra she 
is frightful. Madlle. Dottini is said to be a French lady of 
large fortune, who, for the pleasure of seeing the audience of 
the Italiens yawn and smile while she is singing, pays 
Monsieur Calzado a nightly sum. Jî she bas any perception 
at ail, the last performance of Rigoletto will suffîce to show 
her how utterly unfit she is for -the task she bas taken upon 
herself. At the Bouffes, the long-expected Geneviève de 
Srabant bas at last been produced. Like ail French pièces 
of this dass, Geneviève de Bradant possesses no literaiy merit, 
though the amusing incidents and sprightly music will doubt-p 
Jess ensure it a long run. A song expressive of the emo- 
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tions attendant upon gambling is well sung by Madlle. 
Nautin. This sprightly little actress plays five characters in 
the pièce. Madlle. Mareschal, wliô personates Geneviève, 
is a handsome woman and wears some magnificient costumes, 
especially the last, which is composed of scarlet velvet and 
gold, while on her head is placed a beautiful crown, a per- 
fect imitation of one which for centuries has formed part of 
the Crown jewds of France. 

Her Highness the Grand-Duchess Marie, accompanied by 
the Duke de Leuchtenberg, honoured the Bouffes with their 
présence on the second représentation of this new pièce. I 
was présent on the same occasion, and sat immediately next 
to her Highness, and consequently had an excellent view of 
her. She has rather a handsome face, but is decidedly 
inclined to embonpoint, When in the course of the pièce 
they danced the everlasting galop infernal her Impérial 
Highness forgot that ail eyes were upon her, and gave herself 
up to a iît of laughter, the heartiness of which the meanest 
of us might envy. 

I can scarcely mention anything new as regards dresses, 
but in lingerie we hâve some novelties, or rather old fashions 
revived, a description of which may prove of interest to 
the ladies. For moming and visiting coUars, the fashionable 
Ungèrea are maldng us small aH-rounders, in exact imitation 
of those wom by the gentlemen ; they are veiy becoming. 
The sleeve to be wom with this is exactly like a gentleman' s 
shîrt sleeve, and cuff falling over the hand, and not tumed 
back in the usual style. Both sleeves and collar are madc of 
linen. Another pretty style is the col à rêvera, To use this 
shape the dress must be eut open in the front ; the collar 
has lappets, which tum over, leaving the neck slightly 
Êxposed. To avoid taking cold while adopting this pietty 
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ooDar, the ladies tîe àbout their necks a cra?«t, made éi 
wiiite mas]jn and trimmed with a deep Yakadennes. The 
bow and ends fit in exactly where tfae collar is open, and tfae 
effect ifi light and beooming. ï mi»t mention tkat with the 
first collar must be wom a crarat again like those of the 
gentlemen, called, I think, in London the ''tubnlar tîe." I 
advise ail your lady leaders to tiy this collar; it i& ex- 
tremely becoming,, though when it was first descrîbed to me I 
fimcied it could not be veiy lady-Hke ; on inspection I find it 
is, however. They are tiying very bard to bring into fjoâhion 
ûie ooloured stocldngs so mnch used in England; bat tfae 
ladies bere are a&aid of adopting them on accoont of iiai 
rendering tbem conspicuous. They are very mnch wom by 
the Ëmpress and her ladies at Gompiègne, but for walking on 
the Boulevards with them requires a fixed détermination not 
to be stared out of countenance. 

Among the French fatnilies of my acquaintanoe, the greater 
portion possess some maie member who belongs to the army. 
Thèse persons are now in the hurry of getting ready for the 
expédition to China ; it is quite extraordinary to observe the 
willingness and gaiety with which they prépare for this 
distant expédition, to a land which is hardly known to them» 
They seem to be glad, howevCT, that the English are to go 
with them ; in fact, wherever I go among the French I hear 
constant expressions of goodwiU towards our people. The 
French say they cannot understand why, just at the very 
moment that the English are better appreciated and liked 
than ever before in France, our leading moroing joomals shonid 
keep np such a continuons cry about a French invasion. I 
heard it plainly hinted, the other day, and that too bj a 
polîtical personage, that the object of the Times and HerM 
was to excite nnjnst indignation towards France, which womA 
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pardon aa mrasion upon that country by England. Thk, 
hoireyer, is a political intricaoy whick ladies fortunatelj need 
not.tonaent themselves aboat, leaving to their wiser bettev 
haires the task of settling matters. Settle tbem amicably» 
gentlemeii, for war is disastrons to both parties ; leaving evea. 
tiie Victor weakened and reduced. 



LETTER XXIX. 



Impérial Doings at Gompiègne — Crmoline Doomed at last— A 
Rnssiaa Frincess's Bail Dress — ^A Word on tbe Latert 
Eashions — Operatic Noyelties — ^The Pomp of Royalty laid 



Paris, Wednesday, November 30, 1859. 
That the day fixed for the retnm of the Court is near at 
hand is évident from the army 6î servants and workmen wfaa 
may be seen every day at the Tuileries laying down carpets» 
lianging curtaûds, bruâhing, dusting, painting, Sec. Luggage 
vans aie aJso disgorging their precioas contents into ths 
Qiande Cour d'Honneur, while from thence th^ a» 
tiansferred into the différent rooms of the Palace. Althongli 
the Tuileries is very gorgeous, their Impérial Majesties must 
eertainly regret their home-like and comfortable Compiègn^ 
mth its cosy rooms and lovely gardens. A grand theatrical 
repsesentation was given at that place a few nights ago. Anaw 
pièce, called Les Fetites Mains, was acted by the performere of 
the Vaudeville. The SaUe de Spectacle at Gompiègne is not veiy 
laige» but is handsome, being richly hung with red silk and 
gokL Theare is no Impérial box — ^the Emperor, Empress» 
and Impérial funify being seated opposite the stage in the 
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haleo» — ^to thé nght and lefb of them are the ladies aad 
gentlemeD, invited guests of their Majestîes, and as many 
othen as hâve the good fortune to possess that useful article, 
a fiiend at Court, who manages to get them a seat. In the 
tier above are the wives of the fimctionarîes and magistrates. 
In the seats highest of ail are the non-conunissîoned officers 
of the garrison of Compiègne, and part of the Impérial 
hoosehold. The doors open at eight for the public, while at 
half-past the Court enters. This is the signal for a gênerai 
rising, but no acclamation, and when the Emperor and 
Empress are seated eveiybody sits. It is Count Bacchiochi. 
who assigns his place to each guest, and everything is done 
without the shghtest noise or confusion. A grand sight it is 
when the whole company has arrived and are seated. First 
there is the " beauteous Majesty" of France, Eugénie ; then 
the Impérial cousins, the newly-wedded bride from Sardinia ; 
représentatives of most of those noble houses from our own 
dear isle; wealth, beauty, and fashion from ail countries; 
but to me by far the most attractive object then assembled 
within that hall of gaiety, are the cold blue eyes, the melan- 
choly smile, the unchanging countenance— upon which the 
émotions of within are never reflected — of the far-sighted, 
dear-thinldng Napoléon, Emperor of the French. The Queen 
of Holland, who is accounted one of the esprit-forts of Europe, 
was asked why she was so siïent and seemingly embarrassed 
in the présence of the Emperor, the Queen nawely replied 
" I am aftaid of him ! " About the middle of the performance 
refreshments are handed to ail the guests, even to those in 
the orchestra, stalls, and pit. The pièce went off weD, and a 
magnificent supper was served to the artistes in the ime dining 
hall. When the performance has given espedal pleasure, the 
Emperor and Empress enter and compliment the actors on 
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ihe excellent maimer in which they hâve acquitted themselves. 
Sometimes, but rarely, their Majesties send the next day 
some handsome présent to the fortunate performer who has 
pleased in his acting. Thus it is said tliat Duptds, of the 
Gymnase, has several fine présents, many set in precious 
stones, received fix)m their Majesties ; while Bressant, of the 
Français, has a portrait of the Emperor, entirely surroimded 
with large diamonds of the first water. 

It appears that the Impérial fiât has gone forth as regards 
crinoline, as I observe some of our eléganèes already waUdng 
up and down the Champs Elysées, like Dorothy Draggletail, 
performing the ignominions office of streetsweeper, with silks 
at twelve shillings a yard. Eather an expensive broom, you 
^ni say, but " qtie vendez vous^' thèse ladies must be in th^ 
fashion. In spite of this, I cannot help thinking that when 
the Empress retums to Paris, and résumes her sway as 
Empress of fashion, as well as the Empress of the country, 
she wîQ repent of her hasty decree, and retum again to the 
much-abused crinoline. The fact of several of the celebrated 
crinoHne-makers taking out patents at the présent moment, 
is also a favourable sign ; and then the tulle bail dresses, 
which wîU be the grande mode again this year, how can they 
be wom without crinoline ? 

Speaking of thèse tulle bail dresses, I will take the liberty 
of describing one I saw yesterday at one of the grand dress- 
makers, destined for a Eussian princess. The underslip was 
of white satin, over this was a skirt of tulle bouillonné, which 
was oovered with a shower of golden stars, the corsage of the 
saine. The dressmaker told me that the head-dress was 
composed of five stars set in diamonds; a large one in the 
centre, and diminishing in size at the sides 1 Imagine the 
effect of this toilette on a yoimg and beautifol créature, that 
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opeatnre possessmg the additional lustre of being a prinoess, 
snd ihis her toilette for the fiist bail after her 'mamage. 
Ânother destmed for the same person was composed of tiûle 
of a pale délicate water-green, the skirt made with large 
boaillonnés andloopedup at irregular distances mthbranches of 
giacefal hanging sea-weed — ^this was called veiy appiopriatefy 
the "Naiad." 

Gold braid is being extensively introduced into ladies's 
apparel this year ; it first began with the Zouave jacket, and 
is no;w invading cloaks, dresses, and even bonnets; for cloàks 
ît ifl BOt pretty — in the firet place, it tamishes quickly, and, 
in the second (to my idea), it has a stagey or theatrical look, 
which every lady with quiet tastes wishes to avoid. For 
dresses the same remark may be made — ^for the Zouave, the 
little house jacket for cold weather, it is Hvely, new, and 
coquettish. The modiste of the Frîncess Mathilde has sent 
her Impérial Highness the foUowing bonnet, which is very 
lich and quite novel. The body of the bonnet is composed 
of black velvet embroidered with gold; on the lefk hand are 
plaoed two rosettes of black lace, a small gold chain falls from 
«ach of the rosettes, having at the end a small gold bail. The 
onrtain and edge or border of the bonnet are made of white 
tulle, covered with a rich black lace ; strings, black velvet , 

embroidered with gold. I saw this bonnet made în another | 

oolour, which was much more élégant ; the bonnet as well as 
the dress and cloak were of a rich claret colour, this, with 
gloves beurre frais, made one of the most beautifiil carnage 
toilettes I ever saw. A handsome bonnet for a brunette was 
made of black velvet, the crown of gold-coloured satin quilied, 
oovered with a handsome black lace curtain lined with yellow 
satin. 

I am surpriaed to see the continned suocess of Gluck's^ 
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Orfihée si tke Lyrique. We aJl know that the music, though 
gnad aad imposing, is not ai ail calculated to sidt the tastes 
of the masses, especiaJIy when those masses are composed of 
tiie s^rightly, gay Erench people. In fact, to appredate 
Orphée one must be a musidan, and a thorough one ; the 
pondérons melody bas little effect on tbe untutored ear, 
wbile the total lack of dramatic action is a bad thing even in 
«n opéra. I conld not repress a smile, on the night of the 
first représentation, at the criticism of a musical heretic who 
sat near me ; this gentleman declared, that if that were the 
style of mnsic one heard in the infernal régions, he fuUy 
understood the popnlar objection to going there ! The indis- 
position of Mdlle. Cordier has obliged the managers of the 
Opéra Comique to postpone Yvonne la Fenmèrey the long 
talked of opéra, of which the words are by M. Scribe, and 
the music by M. lômnander. It seems as if Scribe^ brain 
would never stQp bringing ont Minerva-like pièces. It is an 
amuaing thing to pick up an Unir'acte which has the bills of 
àll the différent théâtres — Scribe's name is sure to be down 
as author to two or three différent théâtres, and I hâve in my 
possession an Untr'acte in which, on the same night, at eveiy 
one of the prindple théâtres in Paris was performed some- 
tfaing from the pen of M. Scribe. The rising dramatic 
anthors say that Scribe has had enough gloiy, and should 
now stop, like Bossini, and repose upon his laurels, and so 
giye a ehance to younger men ; but the thirst for famé, and 
perhaps gain, is too strong to be quickly resigned. At the 
Italiens, a pièce called Un Curioao accidenté has been pro- 
duced, and, as the biUs annoimced it, a new opéra firom the 
fertile pen of Eossini, it has attracted great crowds. Eossiid, 
bowever, who, it appears, has made up his mind to Write no 
ooro, has addressed a letter to M. Calzado, in which he begs 
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that genUeman to remove îrom the bill the words, " New 
Opéra by Bossini," and substitute " Opéra, ananged by M. 
Berrotini on Morceaux by M. Bossini." The bill was, in 
conséquence, cbanged in accordance witb the désire oi 
tbe favourite composer. This little incident will but give 
lenewed interest tp the pièce, and the intimation in Bossini's 
letter, as to whether or not he has tne rîght to stop the repré- 
sentations, will bring àll music loyers in crowds to see 27» 
Ourioso Accidente, The plot of the pièce is, however, so 
sHght, the music so unequal and disoonnected, that in spite 
of being morceaux by Bossini, its success cannot be long 
lived. The name of the pièce anses from a traveller, Don 
Boberto, who in mistake takes the valist of another 
traveUer. In the valise Don Boberto finds a portrait of 
the fiancée of the other traveller, Count Altavilla; and 
Boberto, falling in love with the portrait, résolves to présent 
himself to the lady as her intended, whom she has never 
seen. From this, of course, arises -e, great imbroglio, which 
is rather confdsedly deared up. A buffo air sung by Zuc- 
chini, a duo and a trio, were the only pièces tkat recalled to 
mind the composer of the immortal Semiramide, OteUo, &c. 
Mdlle. Alboni sang, as usual, exquisitely in this — ^frhile 
Mddle. Cambardi was better than we are accustomed to see 
her. But although the singers exerted themselves to the 
utmost, gênerai disappointment was felt. 

The Grand Duchess of Bussia has retumed to Paris from 
Compiègne, having remained a week with their Majesties. 
8ome amusement has been caused by the fact of her Impérial 
Highness visiting, as wéll as the first, ail the second, and 
even third-rate théâtres hère ; walking about town, instead 
of riding; in fact, laying aside entirely the pomp and 
pageantiy of royalty, and assuming the manne» and cujstoms 
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et ifte bourgeoisie. Those intimate wîth the Duchesé say 
ibai «lie dedares ihat she lias enough grandeur at liome ; 
iliai she has oome hère to amuse herself without restraint ; 
and that she wislies to see the récréations of the poorer as weB 
as those of the higher classes in the " gay capital of simxsf 
Ifiance/' 



LETTER XXX. 



Eetnm of the Coiirt to Paris— The Approaching Seaaon — A 
Word on the Manncrs of French v, English Society — Thea- 
; . , trical Novelties— Erance's " Best Son '* in Difficnltiea. 

Paris, "Wednesday, December 7, 1869. 
On Snnday aftemoon, at half-past thrce o'dock, the Impérial 
carnages, containing the Emperor, Empress, Prince Impérial 
and snite, entered the Tuileries by the reserved gâte. A great 
erowd bad assembled at the railway terminus, as also along 
the whole line to be taken by the cortège. Acclamations» 
waving of bats and bands, and welcoming smiles were heard 
and seen on ail sides, while shouts of " Vive la Famille Impé- 
riale 1" rang througb the air. The Empress, smiling and gra- 
cions as ever, leaned her head ont of the carriage-window to 
aebiowledge the greeting. Her Majesty wore a pink silk 
bonnet, trimmed witb black lace, a black velvet cloak, hand- 
flomely trimmed witb fur, and a black silk dress, witb pompa- 
door flowers. To stop for bonrs to see a carriage pass bastilj 
on SQcb a day was indeed a compliment paid by the populace 
io iheir Sovereigns. Never in France bave I experienced saeh 
biting cold, which, insinuating itself into the very bones, de- 
fied tbe efforts of ail warm wrappings to keep it out. At tlit 

o 
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JBriace a number of distioguished pecsons were waiti^g to 
jQoœive ibdx Migesiies ; tbey, however, had a good fire to kecp 
theni warm, and onlj came to the door wben told that tfae 
liiqpeirîal cortège was in view. The Empress seemed glad to 
jseç thèse persons, shaking hands cordially with maoy of Uiem, 
wbile others were merelj honoured with a bow and a gracions 
smile. 

No Court-balls will take place till after New Year's Day, 
tbougb, of course, the Empress will bave a few private récep- 
tions. I*confess to being an inveterate dancer, and consider 
it a sacred duty to attend every bail to which I am invited. 
Cout-balls in France are my Qs^edal delight; besides the 
magnificent coup d*ceil which is presented, and an excellent 
view of their Majesties, you hâve hère a hall where yon may 
daace unconstrainedly. No matter if you are a stranger and 
know few people, you are not for that forced to sit still tbe 
whole evening. It is perfectiy convenable to dance with any 
young gentleman who asks you ; you take bis being there as 
a sufficient guarantee for bis respectability: ladîes speak to 
you without any introduction; and, in fine, when you go 
home and think over the party, and remember you knew not 
a soûl when you entered, except dear papa who took you — (he 
looked very cross, at first, did papa ; but when you retumed 
to your seat, after a redowa with a handsome young officer with 
a light blue coat, and who may be a French duke or marquis 
for ail you know, you were quite surprised to find papa laugh- 
ing heartily at something that an old French gentleman was 
telling him) — when then, I say, you remember ail this, you 
wonder why it is that you amused yourself more than perhaps 
at any bail you ever attended. Why is it ? Because the French 
tmderstand the art of enjoying themselves better than any 
oiher people^ because tbey are inclined to think every une by 
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the sîde of whom they jût at a bail their equals, and not their 
înferiors ; because there is Done of that répulsive, humiliating 
tvning up of noees, which is carried to such an absurd ex- 
tant by the ladies of England, and faithfully, conscientioualy» 
followed up and jmitated by our pretty cousins of America. 
Why I, wbo prétend to know many people in Loudon^ felt 

Biyaelf so entiiely alone at Lady P 's bail last sprîng 

(when I was in tbe great metropolis for a couple of days), that 
I inwardly detennined to write some beautiful lines on tbe 
subject of solitude in a crowd, and bave tbem publisbed in 
Funeh. Eitber tbe lines were not so beautiful as I fancied 
they would be, oic {he Editor of tbat journal tbougbt tbe sub- 
ject had been better treated by Byron, and consequently con- 
signed my lines to the silent tomb : if the latter was the 
case it was a base injustice, as you wiU ail allow. However, 
to retum to Lady P. 's bail — tbe kind bostess greeted me as 
I entered, and I shook hands with severaL maie and female 
iieads of familles. But this was not dancing; in fact the 
iieat and crowd were so great that I wondered how that 
feat was to be accomplished. I was pusbed ; my beautiful 
tulle bouillons were crushed down till the whole dress looked 
as if it had been worn twent^ times, instead of baving just 
corne from Eoger's. At last, tired and separated from my 
party, I found a bandsome easy chair, into which I sat. Oh, 
'* wbat a mistake was there^ my countrywomen !" My toes 
were now trod upon, my beautiful wreath wrenched off my 
bead by some remorseless wretch's watch-chain. I would 
bave forgiven bim iiad be asked me to dance. I confess be 
looked at me, but then — he had not been introduced. I knew 
wbo be was, be ditto of me — ail about each other's familles, 
birtbs, marriages, and deaths included — but tha^ absurd 
jfloeBiiingless ceremony of " Mrs. So-and-so^" '* Mr! So-and- 

o 2 
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fnoi* had not been gone through with, and so my only hope of ' 
% partner for a dance was extinguished. I know I am a 
rebdlious subject, but we are too stiff in England : I maîntain 
it We are lively enough wben we are among people whose 
ancestors we know ail about; but we can't carry tbe pedi- 
frees of every family in tbe United Kingdom in our heads, 
and tberefore we treat Miss So-and-so, wbo is presented 
blnshing to our impérial ladysbips, to tbe tum-up of tbe nose 
Wore mentioned, or if we wisb to be veiy gradous, a bangbty 
liowl "Sometbing too mucb of tbis." Put a little more 
Im^er aUer into your reunion ; unbend your pompous dignity, 
mes cÂires compatriotes; let a little of tbe milk of bnman 
lindness ilow firom tbose truly warm and gentle bearts now 
frozen up by tbe strict mandates of ceremony; and, believe 
Dde, you wiU be quite as mucb respected as you now are, and 
mueb more beloved by some people, myself amongst tbe num> 
ber. As a sequel to tbis little anecdote (wbicb, I fear, from 
ita being entîrely personal wiU possess little interest for my 
readers), I will mention tbat tbe next day, in making my 
UBtial ronnd of caUs, I asked wby sucb-an-one, naming a great 
many persons to wbom Ibad been introdueed and witb wbom 
I migbt bave danced, were not at tbe bail. JSvery lody fims 
Hère; only tbe crowd, stem Fate, and my baving sat down 
iûk tbe Tose-eoloured satin cbaîr witb a gold back, prevented 
itiy seeing tbem. Do you wonder tbat I speak in glowing 
ierms of tbat fîxed détermination to make eveiy one enjoy 
bimself, willy niïïy, wbicb prevails in every French assembly, 
and, above ail, tbe Court ballsP To let you into a little secret, 
tbat most Impérial and Serene, but extreraely aged, Higbness 
Prince Jérôme, bangs over my bead like Damocles' sword. I 
always inquire êo particularly after bis precious bealtb ; be is 
seventy-nine, I believe, and ailîng. If anytbing were to bap^ 
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Tpm (wMch Heavea forefend !) no Court balls, no reoeptioiui. 
I gioan in epirit at the thought. 

The new oomedy by Dumas //« called Le Père Frodij^. 
ha» had a succès Jbu at the Gymnase. This comedy, of which 
the last two acts are extremely dramatic, is perhaps the most 
sjnriiuel, élégant, quiet, which has ever been preseuted to the 
public by this talented author. Throughput the whole fire 
acts the running fire of wit never ceases, except when the 
grare imputation of being the lover of his son's wife is cast 
upon the handsome, nob'e, gênerons, prodigal father — the 
utteranoe of the one word " infamie" by the shocked, innocent, 
and loving parent, is in itself so thrilling, so lifelike, that it 
alone would cause the success of the pièce. Dupuis, as the 
son, played with his usual excellence ; youth, good looks, and 
energy, ail lend their aid to make him one of the greatest fa« 
vourites that ever appeared in Paris. Lafont played the Count 
de la Eivonnière as no other actor in Paris could hâve done : 
old and not old, gentlemanly, warm-hearted, and brare, in 
thèse différent émotions he carries ont to the life the author's 
idea. Bose Chéri is a good actress ; but the character of AI- 
bertine is so répulsive that one unwittingly conceives a hatred 
towards the actress, who is merely repeating the words of the 
auihor, we should reinember, not uttering sentiments of her 
own. The théâtre was filled on the first nîght with ail the 
be^uty, the wit, the talent, the wealth — ^in a word, the numék 
of Paris, who'clapped its gloved hands, and called for the 
author's name with its aristocratie voice with as much delight 
as the habitués of the Porte St. Martin, who hâve cheered ç 
de^ply dyed melodrama. By the way, at this latter théâtre « 
new pièce, called La Tireuse de Caries, is about to be pro* 
duœd. This drama, though given ont as the productioa of 
X. Victor Séjour, émanâtes in reality from a gentleman alreadj^ 
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weD Ibiown as one of tlie deverest writers of tlM'day. Âm- 
intimate firiend of the Emperor, a deeply read scliolar, ihcm i»^ 
litile doubt that this new work by Monsieur M., and called by 
him La lïreuse de Cartes, wiiï hâve as mvtài mceem as otiter 
Works from tbe same gifted pen. 

iFrom the provincial jonmals we leam tHe iinportaiii &ol 
M. de Lamartine has left Maçon for Paris. No purohaser 
havîng corne forward for his estâtes, and the national tnib^ 
Bcription having only produced 160,000f. to pay nearly tfaanM 
millions of debts, the " Poet-child of France" was obliged 1^ 
ask for time. Now time is money; and as he has asked for 
3noney from the French people, why should he not ask for 
time from his creditors? The author of " Jocelyn" thinks thai 
he has conferred an inestimable blessing on mankind by the 
production of that book ; consequently, afler running throagà 
a couple of snug fortunes made by the sale of " Jocelyn" and 
other Works, he gets into debt for three millions of francs» 
quietly hires an office in a fashionable street, and informs the 
obliged public that he will kindly allow them the privilège of 
subscribing thebr money to pay ofP his extravagances; aad 
when the public is rcprehensible enough to only subscrîbe 
160,000f., the indignant poet writes an angry letter to a 
newspaper, in which he déclares that Frahce's best son is 
neglected. Alfred Tennyson, Charles Mackay, why deny yonï- 
selves coaches and four, shooting-boxes in the Highlandst 
town and country-honses, boxes at the Opéra, fast horses, < 
hunting-dogs, gambling, diamonds, &c. P You hâve wrîlteiL 
»ome pretty poetry — ^nay, beautiful — ^and the obliged Eng&h 
people should be made to pay your debts in retom for the 
pleiasure they hâve in reading yonr effosions. 
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Pvis dnring the Efosi— Piinoe of Orange ai the Hotd B ri a toi 
Ihwpaiations for New Year's Day— Démolition of anothur 
portion of Old Paris — ^Night Honses — ^Bx)ger's Benefit ai 
tbe Grand Opéra— New Pièces at the YandeviHe and Opéni^ 
€!ojuiqiie. 

Paris, Tnesday, December 90, I8Sf • 

IhE gay capital is firozen ; the snow is lying sereral inches 
dbep on the asphaltmn trottoira of the Champs Elysées ; Ûi» 
nagically gay Boulevards are iceboxmd ; the garden of tbr 
Tuileries, that charming resoit of ntzrses and children, Ihr 
idmiration of àll strangers, is desolate and forsaken. Thflf 
?aris ladies, who never miss the noonday ride — ^the hardy 

IngUsh girls, who boast of a daily walk of miles (I 

kive my fair pedestrians to fîU up the space acoording tH 
beir own respective talents in this way) — the lîstless,/f<m0Mr, 
iho spends a certain nxmiber of hours each day on tiie 
Jonlevards and Champs Elysées — ail are forced to stay «C 
bme. The shops, instead of having their doors invitingiy 
çen as is their wont, seem now hermetically sealed. Tlie 
lelancholy omnibnses, oontaining a few more melanchoFf 
lees, add to the désolation of the scène ; in fact, so gieat^ 80 
adden is the change, that gay, bnstling Paris seems as 
ifitmck by the magie wand of a &iiy, who had commande^ 
tb great city to sleep, till the handsome prince shonld oome 
towake her. Come, then, great prince, called by mortak 
tb Sun ! shed thy radiant beams npon ns hère, and willl 
fi^ lisses wake poor firozen Paris from her simnber ! 

The Prince of Orange, heir-apparent to the Crown of 
Hnand, is at présent in Paris. His Hîghness is stayîng Et 



tOft PHOTOGAIFES OF PAEIS LIFB. 

ifae Hôtel Bristol. He is served by the Emperor's servaats, 
wearing the Impérial lireiy. The second stoiy of the Hôtel 
Bristol is at présent oocupied by the new Envoy from Sar- 
dinia, the Chevalier des Ambiois. 

The stranger amving in Paris at this time of the year is 
«Viprised at the few préparations made for that (withiu) 
||^»at o^remony, Christmas; while the London shopkeep^s 
aie putting forth their most tempting articles, arranging theb* 
Windows in such a way as to inveigle the most stony-heartel 
into buying, the Paris ditto are comparatively lifeless. Ne 
(OLtraordinarily beautiful objects may be seen just now, but 
if one could penetrate into those hidden ateliers i&om which 
qnanate the articles which for their beauty hâve obtained a 
worid-wide réputation, one might see busy hands and 8chem« 
i|ig heads aU at work, devising novelties for the New Tear. 
It is on the New Year présents are given, cards exchanged, 
gôety preyaOs, ail îb life, fîm, jollity! Haye you not> 
obserred that the concierge bas for the past week been particu*. 
lorly obliging to you ; that Marie made you a delicious 9auce. 
piguanie for dinner last night ; that the milliner*s girl dn^ped- 
Sk peculiarly low courtesy as she banded you the lore of a* 
bonnet which you chose yesterday; baye younot, in &ct,, 
lemarked that ail the world about the bouse bas been kind,. 
iboughtful, smiUng, empressé, eyerything you could désire, 
even in your most impatient moments ; do you not know, \ 
askj the cause of tins P New Year's-day is approaching^ aii<j 
présents aie expected. I 

Another portion of old Paris is about to be demolishad il 
the Bues des Layandières, St. Germain FAuxerrois, d| 
Cheyalier-du-Ghiet ; and thus light and air wiU at lant h 
ffwok to streets that before knew them not. The name q 
the Bue de TAidie Pépin was derived from that of a fiMBi]| 
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well-known in the thiiteentli oentuiy, one member of whioh . 
waa ProYost of the Merduuits under Philippe le Bel. The 
JUie du Ghevali^-du-Guet was fonnerly part of the territoiy 
caUed Peirin Gosselin. That street and the place derived 
their appellations fromi a house which fonned the résidence 
of the Commandant of Night Police, or Chevalier-du-Guet, 
who ei\joyed the prérogative of admission at any honr into 
the présence of thé Sang to take orders direct from his 
Migesty*s lips. The poet Guillot, who wrote in 1300, speaka 
of the Bue de la Sauverie, which took its name from a large 
sait warehouse in it. Thèse little statistics give an idea of 
the ancient date of the building of thèse streets, which aie 
now 80 soon to be destroyed. 

While speaking of démolition, T may mention an order 
of police for closing night houses, given to several restaurant 
ke^rs in the vicinity of the Halles. Thèse Ipw drinking-places 
were allowed to remain open ail night, on account of the 
oonyenience afforded to the market people. But some unfa» 
Yourable disdosures^having beeu made, the order above 
mentioned was given. Thèse houses, into which one entered 
by a long and dark corridor, lighted by a misérable lamp, 
from which one emerged into a large room, on the floor of 
which might be seen lying peU mell vagabonds of ail descrip- 
tions, stiU possess superior attractions in the culinary way to 
other establishments in the vidnity. On the window panea 
mimes and devioes, traoed in a délicate hand with diamonds, 
showed that it was not merely the resort of market people* 
One of the disclosures made to the police, was to the e£fect 
that a young man had oonmiitted suicide by hanging in one 
of thèse houses. In his pocket was found a sou and a pieoe 
of paper, on which was written, " I come to finish where I 
•w^enced." To aome of thèse places there were no window 
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dHtSlen, they ^Avlug beea kept open ing&t and àsf fst 
twcnty years. 

In spite of thé interne cold, theatrical attractions baye mot 
been lacldng tliîs week. Feihaps the most important event 
in tlds line bas been Boger's benefit at tiie Grand Opéra. 
Nerer hâve I seen a représentation at wMch so mncb personal 
feeËngwas manifested. Boger's great popnlarity, kis fine 
Voice, pleasing appearance, and above ail bis melancbolj 
accident, snffîced to render tbe always sympatbetic Frendbi 
people doubly so in bis bebalf . At an early bour tbe immense 
BoUe was qnite full ; from tbe magnîficent decorated Impérial 
box bowed Eugénie' s exquisite bead, wbile ber liège lord sat 
by ber side. Tbe boxes were filled witb tbe wit, tbe beanty^ 
tbe grâce of Paris, and ail went meny as a marriage beS, tiU 
*' bnsb ! bark ! " — Eoger appears, and tbere is nniversal 
silence. Evident as was bis émotion (tbose wbo sat close ta 
tbe stage affîrmed that tears were coursing down bis cbeeks), 
never was tbe opening air of Xa Dame Blanche better gîven, 
At its close tbe applause was bearty and long ; but wiien 
Georges came to tbe conplet — 

" Mes bons amis croyez d'avance 
A ma reconnaissance/' 

tbe singer advanced to tbe footligbts, and to tbe singabnfy 
appropriate words was joined a gestnre and an expression of 
face, so bearcfelt, so sad, tbat tbe lentire audience rose ; cbeeiv 
foliowed upon cbeers, firantic sbouts of approbation, wreatbs of 
lanrels were bestowed upon tbe fayourite ténor; be raised 
bis eyes to tbe Impérial box, tbe kind-bearted Eugénie ez- 
pressed ber sympathy by ber gracions bows of encourage* 
ment; but of bim, what sball I say ? A singularly bewitdk- 
ing smile, but ahrajs the eoM bine eyes, no excitement, no 



un viribk in tiie oontenanee of tke Majeilji il 
FMBee. At tke Yraderflk, we liave kad Scribe'» Wfm 
oaatifàf <â La lUk d€ Trmte Am. Ithas been asnoeM^ 
pattfy to be attribmted to the fine ading of MdUe. FargueOL 
Thûaflûfe, wbo possesses much of tiie iire and energy wfaUi 
chamcterised the gicat Baehd, haa bendes a dedded talaal 
for comedy; this is the reason tbat in the deceitfal, caresâng, 
loTÎng, household serpent, lafilie de trente ans, her imperao» 
nation is so life-like. At the Opéra Comique, we baye bad s 
new three act pièce, caQed Bon Gregorio ; a dedded imite- 
tion of the fine Italian comedy, Vjfjo NdV imharazzo^ il 
ne^ertbeless aboimds in fresb and lively mélodies, wlûflli 
wem admirably suited to the sweet and mellow, tbongh aot 
po^pw nf i i l, inoioes of MdDes. Pannetrat and Lemerder. 



LETTER XXXn. 



Fans Besteged — Ghristmas Festivities — ^The Latest Fashions — 
Raiii, Bain—Health of Prince Jérôme — Preparing for tW 
Empress's Reeeption—Wbolesale Consumption of Bon^Bona 
— Paris ImproTements. 

Paris; Wednesday, December 28, 1S59. 
Pâbtb is perfectly besieged. Not alone people from eyviy 
depaitment of France are corne to celebrate the Christmaa 
fêtes in the capital, but stiangers from every qnarter of tlia 
globe flock the streets, and fill to overfiowing the fine shopa. 
The weather, which on Christmas and the Monday and 
Tttesday sncceeding, was rainy, dark and nncomfortabk, baa 
this moming experîeneed a slight amélioration, and tlnr 
ooiseqaenee is ihsl dttkhen of àU agee aie aHowed by I 
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infljolgent parents to walk up and down the Boulerards to aee 
— ^hristmas. The usual little bootha which from lime , 
in^memorial, hâve at this aeason been placed on the Boule- 
vards, were kept back for a day or two by the indement 
weather ; but they novr flourish, to the great delight of tbe 
aturdy urchins who hâve been saving their som for the last 
mçnth to revel in the New Year's rejoicings. For thoae 
peiBons who hâve a great many sous to dispose of, Giroux, 
Toiany and others, are ready with their lovely oijeU d'art,^ 
their intricate playthings, their Une marqueterie, to tempt 
them. As regards the exhibition of beautifîil articles, Paris 
is certainly not to be equalled at this season of the year, and 
he who spends his Christmas holiday hère, and does not find 
bis bank account considerably diminished on leaving, must 
possess a strong heart or little artistic taste. The churches 
were most gorgeously decorated for Christmas — the Madeleine 
espedally, was very handsome. The midnight mass was 
<îelebrated as usual with great ceremony,. but I confess to not 
baving witnessed it. It requires a very faithful foUower 
indeed to leave the sports of the Mistletoe Bough, &c. which 
we still keep up just as if we were in our own countiy. 

In a short time that spécialité of Paris, the bal masqués, 
will begin — even now the grisette^a busy]^hands are devising a 
new débardeur or Titi costume in which she will appear at 
the Opéra the first bail night. In the winter, ail is fiin and 
joQity — ^in the summer, the city is a wonder of beauty. So, 
oome at any time, when you will, or how you will, you will 
always find amusement in Paris. Just now, the théâtres aie 
crowded ; the reviews are attracting those fond of jokes «id 
ra^her pretty women in fine costumes; while the moce 
sâ^ns théâtres (if a théâtre can be called serions) aro ja^ 
dispbig either such novdtiea or such old favouritea that tlHf 



7H0T06BAFHB OP 7ABIS IJFE. 205 

sre snire of drawing crowds. Giuglinl, tihe ténor, îb slill 
*' disconismg most exoeUent music" at the Italiens; the 
Due Job with Got at the Français ; Bossioi's and Meyerbeetr*» 
Opéras at the Académie de Musique ; Orphée and FcMMt at 
the Lyrique ; so you can understand why the théâtres are 
crowded. A new pièce, to which I hâve already referred, 
Ja Tireuae de Cartes, has been produced at the Forte St. 
Martin. The Emperor and Empress honoured the théâtre 
iritli their présence on the night of the first représentation, 
and at the end of the pièce complimented the author on the 
sucoess of his work. The three actresses who perform the pnn« 
eipal rôlsB are persons of talent, and Mme. Marie Laurent, 
as the heroine, displays a higher degree of talent and energj 
tiian her previous performances would hâve led one to expect. 
In fashions we hâve no strikiDg novelties, although the 
lEUshionable dressmakers always make their dresses hands(mie, 
even if they are not in qeite new styles. I saw a handsome 
blaek watered silk yesterday, which was made in rather a 
novel way : there were four flounces of black velvet, about an 
cighih of a yard wide, set on in square plaits ; each flounce 
was irinuned with a narrow black lace ; sleeves, à reverè--^ 
ihe reverè being made of velvet, trimmed also with black 
laee. Another very rich dress was made of groseille-coloured 
vunre antique — the skirt and body eut ail in one pieoe. 
Vp ihe front of the skirt was a fine trimming, grapes and 
leaves, embroidered with thick black embroidery silk, with 
jet beads interspersed to gire efPect; same trimming, but 
«maller, on the corsage and sleeves. I hâve seen some 
beaoiiful bonnets made for some of our principal élégante9 ; 
^ne» a white quilted satin, with a mauve velvet curtain avd 
face trimmings, and a mauve and white feather fastened 
logeiher with a bow of white blond on the left side ; white 
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itÉrings. Anotlier compoeed entiidy of dmk green TdMt, 
wiih a green satin curtaiii of a msidi lighter shade. Hiexe 
lias been an effort made to bring in the bonnets à la Mairie 
Bktari, that is, veiy wide on the sides, and a point, either of 
koe or yelvet, falling on the forehead — ^but it does not seem 
to meet with mudi favour. The secret of this is, that the 
haïr should also be diessed à la Marie Stuart, i.e., tumed off 
ihe faee ; many persons do not know this — ^to many this 
ooilEure is not becoming, so with thèse several disadvantages 
it is hardly likely t^hat ike Marie Stuart chapeau will corne 
much into TOg^e. A bonnet, which stnick my fancy veiy 
smch, the other day, when I was looldng over Ode's (the 
Empress's milliner) uoyelties, was so entirely simple, that it 
seems hardly worth.de8crLbing ; yet the effect was so good, the 
bonnet itself so ladylike, simple, and yet rich, that I cannot 
resist explaining it.to your readeis. The whole bonnet, 
eortain and àll, was oomposed of a délicate shade of violei- 
ooloured yelvet ; no lace whateyer on the ontside ; a long, 
wbite ostrich feather endrcled the whole ftont of the bonnet, 
ihe curling ends falling m& the tours de tête ; across the top 
,WBS plaoed a ruche of white satin, violet velvet strings. The 
bonnet was exquisîte, and had been made to order for 
Madame G., the wife of the wealthy Bussian, whose balls hst 
winter rivaUed in luxuiy those given at the Tuileries* 
Another simple and pretty bonnet, destined for the aame 
lady, was of white satin, with afanckon of black lace thrown 
earelessly over the top, the ends tying under the chin ; the 
lace fonned a point on the forehead, and another on the curtak* 
But, alas! thèse beautiful bonnets are destined not to 
appear for some time to corne — ^the rain, which had ceaaed 
when I began my letter, bas commenced again with redoubled 
'vîidence, and the baxometer tells a most disheartening atosy 
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of nin, nin. How provokmg to baye such weatber ai tbis 
festÎYe season; wben eveiybody wants to deliver in personlhe 
oompulsoiy (almost, in Paris), yearly présent, it needs must 
jrain in torrents ; just as if tbat could not be done later in. 
tbe new year, and not upon tbe veiy first day of it, wben aU 
the world and bis wife wisb to enjoy tbemselves. 

I am bappy to annoimce to you tbat Prince Jérôme is 
oonvalescing slowly; no more bulletins will be pubUsbed. 
Tbe Emperor, wbo wbs untiring in bis care and watcbfuloess 
by tbe side of bis aged and suffering relative^ now makes less 
lengtby and less fréquent visits to bim — a sure sign tbat tbe 
Prince is recovering. 

Tbe ladies of tbe grand monde are veiy busy just now ; 
tbe Empress receives on tbe 2ud of Januaiy, and tbose wbo 
bave tbe bonour to approacb ber Majesty must appear in full 
Court dress; it is tbe only time during tbe year tbat tbe 
matUeau de cour is de rigeuer. Some veiy splendid bues aie 
Bow to be seen in tbe sbop windows ; tbose of tbe Compagnie 
lyonnaise are tbe most attractive. 

Tbe number of bonbons given and eaten at tbis time of 
jear is sometbing quite frigbtful ; some one bas taken tbe 
pains to count tbe number of pounds sold : 600,000 kilo- 
grammes is tbe figure — ^tbe kilogramme is 21bs. avoirdupois. 
Tbe doctors, of course, profit by tbis indulgence in sweets^ 
and many is tbe poor little cbild wbo suffers a long fit of 
sickness wbicb be owes to a fond but inconsiderate fiiend. 

Tbe long-talked-of démolitions are commencing in 
earnest ; wbole quarters composed of narrow dark streets are 
being done away witb, and tbat bappy créature, tbe Paris 
workman, will soon see bimself lodged in a comfortable borne, 
wiib ligbts and air to make bis beart glad and bis body 
bealtby ; and ail this be owes to tbe Emperor Napoléon. 
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LETTEB XXXin. 

Le Jour de l'An— English Travelling Costumes—Thé Fromised 
Bal Masques — ^The Emperor and the Troops for China — 
Mons. Mocquard's New Play. 

Paris, Eriday, December 30, 1859. 
The gay capital of sunny Erance, although at présent tinder 
a cloud, and consequently wet and muddy, is still wondronaly 
busy and active. Carriages fiUed wiih fair (and nnfair) ladies 
are constantly rattling along the Boulevards, the Eue de la 
Paix, and the Eue de Eivoli, stopping occasionally to allow 
the persons above referred to fiU to repletion Girota's, 
Tahan's, Susse's, and. other like important shops, where fancj 
and most costly ariiclea de Inxe are to be bought. Le Jour 
de l'An approaches, and on that day in Paris everybody gives 
eveiybody else some présent. So the streets and the shops 
are fiill, in spite of the drizzly and unpleasant rain that keeps 
on falling, as though cruelly oblivious that the New Tear is 
close at hand, and that they are looking out for a gênerai 
holîday. It is strange, yet pleasant, to see the long rows of 
little shops that are improvised along the line of the Boulevardi 
and ail the principal streets in the city during the holidays. 
Custom has rendered this usurpation of the space usually 
aUotted to the flamwn a thing that must be, and I mut 
acknowledge that the young people of Paris seem to approve^ 
of thèse little booths or shops in the most heartfelt manner. 
Many an urchin looks at his hoard of sous with increasing 
delight as Christmas and New Year's day draw near. Thcj 
know that soon the booths will be erected, and that an endle» 
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variety of games, toys, gingerbread, and bon-bons will bc 
displayed therein. At présent crowds of children thiong thc 
streeta, going slowly from one tempting show to tbe other, 
and the air rings with their gay, careless, happy laugbter. 
Tou involuntarily join in their mirth — ^they look so joyousr; 
their rosy cheeks and glittering eyes make you think of your 
own clûldhood, and iifty times a day the exclamation '^ God 
bless the children " rises to your lips. It is wonderful really 
to aee the crowds that are constantly moving up and down 
the Boulevards — ^where do ail thèse people corne from P A 
great many hâve abont them an uninistakeable John Bull 
appearance. The ladies, I am sorry to say, dress so badly, 
and in such horrid taste, that one always can tell them bj 
their getting up. They forget that Paris is not a railway* 
carnage, and appear in ail the unbecomingness of their 
travelling dress. It has corne to be a custom hère to censure 
bad taste in dressing by saying, "Fous voilà mise comme une 
Anglaise" The reason is simply that ourpretty country- 
womeii do not think it worth while to dress when away from 
home. This is an error, it is even impolite, for we are bound 
to shew some respect for the opinion of the people we are 
among. Many Ënglish ladles seem to think themselvea 
àhsolved from ail regard to personal appearances the moment 
they hâve crossed the Channel. This is a serious mistake» 
and one that brings upon us keen though not unkindly satire. 
To go about the city wearing poke bonnets or "uglies/* 
woLsey dresses, and clogs may be comfortable, but it is 
leally unsightly, and goes to shew that the wearers hâve 
no respect for the taste of the people among whom tliqr 
sojoum, and yet from whom they profess to take their 
fashions. 

I dwell upon this subject of dress because it is an impoitaiit; 

P 
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oii«^ Sw^Iy^English ladies do not wish to bring ridicule upoft ' 
thé' Englisfa nation. Yet such a resiilt is accomplisbed by tiie 
carolc'SsneBs to whicb I bave referred. Walking along ibe 
Boulevards or Champs Elysées, you can tell an Englisbwomaii 
at a «^reat distance. She is dressed in sncb a style tbat tbete 
ifi no mistaking her. Ladies from ail parts of tbe Continent 
adopt Paris fashions as soon as tbey anive bere, and Ameri« 
can ladies sbow a peculiar aptitude in becoming dâê 
Fartêimnea as regards good taste in toilette. But Engliah 
ladies show a total disregard for appearances wben away front 
Begent-street. Of course tbere are exceptions to tbis rôle» 
but 1 assure you tbere is too mucb foundation for my com- 
plaiiit, as many of your readers will bear witness to, I axa 
sure. But let me retum to a more pleasant subject. We 
aro to bave no end of balls, ])ariies, masquerades, and concerts 
tbis seasoii. Paris is to bc ^ayer thnn ever, always providing 
tbat bis agcd Highness Prince Jércme kceps in good bealth» 
"VVcre be to die, as it was feared be would last week, ail tbe new 
«xpected festivities would not take place. But tbe Priiice's 
pbysiciaiis baye issued tbeir last bulletin, assuring tbe publie 
tbat beiu efortb tbere will be no need of more, as bis Highness 
is eouvalt'sceiit. You may rest assuied tbat ardent desires 
foi* the continued good heaith of Prince Jérôme are felt, not 
onî\ by tlie pleasure-seekers tbat now abound in Paris, but 
esjkîiially h\ tbat class of warchandea wbo supply articles of 
îuxiiry sucli as are in dcniand during la saison, A furtber 
pîool oi" iLe complète restoration of Prince Jerome's healtb is 
the ut that tl;e Eniperor >tfoleon is jioing for a couple of 
iioj'*îiî êLootitig to Fontainebleau. Tbe Prince of Orapge 
accdi ]:n.ieî» bis Majci^ty. Ibe Empcror's dévotion to bis 
agc(J uktive is well known, aud, were tbere the least doubt 
as to bis reoovery, tbe Emperor would not leave Paris. I bear 



7H0T06BAPH8 OF PABIB UfB. SU 

moUiBenttoii'made of a séries of bal masçuA ihai «reto ht 
gmn by Ûïe leaders of the^, Mme. la Comtesse YfàiewMt 
Mme. de Moniy, Mme. Pould, and so on* Last wintereach d 
thèse ladies issaed invitations .to masquerades, which were s» 
well attended and afforded such amusement, that tfaeexpeiinieof 
m» oonsidered a highly sncœssful one, and as a residt us 
are to haire a nnmber of thèse delightful bais this wânteR- 
The Emperor and Empress seem to take mnch plearnsv 
ÎB sueh r^MÛMif, ,and it was noticed last season tiiat thej 
made it a point to attend them ail. In fact, a mott 
xsagnificent bal costumé was given at ihp Tuileries, and 
I hâve jfet a vivid recollection of the ma^ificent dresacs 
ihen wom, as well as of the i^irit of gay good homoiir thaï' 
prevailed. 

While spealdng of the Emperor, I must lecount ikm 
following fact relatire to Ms Majesty, which 1 heord from th«^ 
Itest authority — the officer who was employed on the mission* 
8ome days sinoe the Emperor reoeived information to t\m 
effect that one of the Govemment steamers at Brest vnm 
veady to sail for China, with three thousand soldiers on boanL 
His Majesty at once sent a telegram, ordering that tlie vesscl 
shonld not prooeed to sea before having landed 0!ie-third of 
the troops packed in her. ** My soldiers must not b» 
imcomfortable " was the order of the Emperor. T\m 
steamer landed, according to his request, one-third of tho 
troops, and then proceeded to sea. But before« sbe storted 
one of the Emperor's aides-de-camp arrived at Brest, whitliet 
he had been despatched by his Majesty. He mudo kttowa 
fhat he wished ail the ofRcers that were going by the vessal 
that WBS soon to sail, to meet hîm before their depaTiure» 
When united,*the aide-de-carap addressed them as folio ws:— 
••Companions in arms — The Emperor wishes you ail to i 

p 2 
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known to me in what manner fae can serve your interesis or 
ihose of the friands you are leavîng. He especially desires 
that none of you should départ leaving any care or sozrow 
lidiind him that the attention of his Majesty may alleviate/' 
Not one of the brave fellows asked for money. Many of 
ihein made requests, having référence to their families, but not 
one asked for money. I am happy to state that the wishes of 
thèse brave offîcers hâve ail been attended to by his Majesty, 
who little thought, I dare say, that his délicate kindness 
would ever be known. 

During the last fortnight youi joumals hâve had much to 
aay as regards Monsieur Mocquard, the Emperor's secretaiy. 
That gentleman has just given the Farisians another opportu- 
nity of talking à son égard, He has written a drama, in five 
acts, now being played with immense success at the Théâtre 
de la Porte St. Martin. The play is called La Tireuse de 
(kurteè, and is founded upon the Mortara affair, that created so 
gieat an excitement a few months past. The principal râle is 
that of the Jewess, whose daughter is taken from her while 
quite young by a female, who vows the little one to some 
Saint, and makes her a Christian. The bereaved mother 
détermines to dévote ail her énergies to the recovery of her 
diild, and for that purpose becomes money-lender and fortune- 
tèller, both excellent means for discovering family secrets. 
La Tireuse de Cartes is an austère drama ; love plays but a 
«econdaiy part in it — at least sentimental love ; but the whole 
hioges upon a mother's affection for her ofispring. The 
holiest» most sincère, and ai'dent passion that the heart eau . 
oODoeive is depicted by the author of La Tireuse de CarteS'^ 
BUttemal love. There are three magnificent female rôles in 
ttenewdiama — ^thatof the real mother; the one that has 
adopted the chUd ; and the maiden herself, who in the fourth 
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aei is aeen stroggling between the two motheis. Ai cm 
moment she listens to the voice of nature ; then slie tnrns to 
the mother that has cared for her and tenderly loved her sinee 
her infancy. The two mothers implore and beseech the poor 
girl to choose between them, and at last she, from the yiolenee 
of émotion, faiuts, and, when brought to life again, is insane. 
The force of this scène is absolutely terrifie, and prodooea a 
most painfdl effect npon the audience. In the last act we see 
the two mothers reproaching themselves with haying tiras 
destroyed the object of their love. Their mutual sonow 
draws them nearer to each other, and they déplore tf^etber 
the fate of their loved one. The crazed maiden hears the 
Sound of the church bells, and stops to listen. A hynm Ib 
sung, which seems to open the fountain of her tears, an4» 
Mling upon her knees, she prays. Her sensés are reooyered, 
and she is to dwell for the future both with her real and 
adopted mother. The drama ends by a most beautiful appesA 
for the extinction of ail hatred, the pardon of offeuces, and 
irniversal charity and love. Nothing can excel the grandeur 
of thought and language throughout this new and most 
popular drama. It is looked upon as quite a political event, 
and may be considered, I suppose, as a very big stone thrown 
danê le jardin du Fape. Owing to the polidcal importance 
giyen to the new play, it is to be reproduced in Gennanj, 
and it wiU, I dare say, be translated into English. Ita iûgli. 
and deyated tone will make it succeed in any language or 
any countiy. The authors, M. Mocquard and M. Victor 
Séjour, deserve the highest praise for having produeed a 
moral, and, at the same time, most effective drama, at a tnne 
when play writers.are writing doten, insteadof keeping isp tke 
high tone that should be used when working for the public. 
Ai the ItaHan Opéra there is nothing of gieat impoitaiiee 
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^fÊing on. Tfae hahUMés aie looldng aiodoua]^ ^fonrocd 4d 41» 
lîme irèen TaoaiberUk will begîa his flboit engagemani Mn«. 
¥«aiisali bas «(ppeaxed at the Acadénûe de Mus^fue, ia a ii^ir 
fék m Merculaneum, but mthout dedded suooesB. The 
Opéra Comique^ stroog in the possession of siich a te&er as 
l&OBtaubry^ goes ob its wt^ rejoiciag, and gives m JVw 
JHêmdo^ and a host of such well-known, but evec populaTg 
«oniic opéras. The other théâtres ai« now giwug thek 
tadesqvie " Revues," and those who like hm. and langhter 
«m be aerred to their heort's coûtent. I m&st acloiowledge 
ihat thèse neviews take most deddedly the pm of avr 
pintoaimes, usually se devoîd of wit, and so fuU of kidci» 
cuffs^ and stak jokes. In the Ffeach '' fievues " àU ihe 
pniacipal eveuts of the past f«ar, pdiitical, musicaJ!, and evan 
«NKineicial, aie touched upon with an eaprU that is i«b% 
dianning. One can but make one objection to thèse yearlj 
veviews, wbà that h, the uoneoessary display of the perso&a of 
tha liisiaies, and the occasioual broadness of the dialogue. 
But I suppose <»e must take thiogs as they aftf. Still, to 
£nglish eaiiB, the most raqr oS. theae jokes asa offensire and 
0lit<if phiee. 

I ahaU, in mj next letter* haye some inteiesting détails ea 
jBBgvda Paris fashions, and shall soon be enabled to gire you 
ihe paiticttlais of the Court balls, neceptions, and ooneerta» as 
fMll sa of tfae many imposing oar^nonies that are «ttendaot 
«p«i the opening of the Chamber «f Deputiea» Coipa L^g^ahiti^ 
Mi ethir bodîes of iha Jttate. 
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LETTEE XXXrV. 

He Impérial Court — ^The " Réception " by the Empress — Tht 
Forthcoming Court Balls-^The Last Hout of tbe Octroi—» 
Theatrical Noyelties and FasMons. 

Paris, Thursdaj, January 5, 1860, 
Ths rain which bas been falling mercilessly for tbe past ten 
4ajs bas at leugtb ceased ; tliô troitoirs^ tbougb still covered 
witb tbe teuacious Paris mud, now g^ve back tbe sound of 
busy and of lounging feet. Ail is life, activity, and bustle* 
Altbougb tbe momentous Ist of January is past, tbe sliops 
are still crowded witb anxious purcbasers; but tbe Uttle 
bootbs on tbe Boulevards are already beginning to diminish 
in numbers, altbougb some of tbe more determined yendors 
will not remove tbeir unsigbtly stalls before a week's time. 
It is time tbis custom of making tbe Boulevards bideous, just 
at tbe season wben tbey sbould présent tbeir most cbamiing 
aspect, sbould stop. " 'Tis a consummation devoutly to be 
wisbed," and one tbat cannot fail to corne, as tbe owners of 
{he bootbs complain more and more bitterly eyeiy year oî tbe 
poomess of tbeir receipts. 

Tbe réceptions on tbe Ist and 2nd January by ibeir 
Hiyesties were exceedingly bnlliant. Tbat of tbe Empero;c 
on tbe Ist (Sunday) I will not describe ; but an account of 
ihe Empress' s réception on Monday evening will, I am sure, 
possess interest for at least your fair readers. At nine o'clock 
ibeir Majesties entered tbe tbrone-room, after baving reoeived 
fhe members of tbe Corps Diplomatique and tbeir wives. 
ISieir Msyesties were accompanied by tbe Princea and 
Prmoesses of tbe Impérial family, except Prince Jérôme» ^bo 
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WBS prevented by illness from attending. They were prc- 
ceded *by tbe Grand Officers of tbe Crown, by the Premier 
Chamberlain of tbe Emperor, and a Masterof Cérémonies, and 
fcllowed by the Grand Master and Mistress of the Empress'at 
bousehold, and by the ladies of bonour of her Majesty. The 
Empress wore a magniiîcent manteau de Cour^ composed of 
crimson velvet, studded with golden stars. Upon her head 
was placed the fine crown in which is set Erance's diamond 
U jRegent, The under dress was composed of white satin, 
with white Brussels lace flounces. When their Majesties 
seated themselves upon the throne, there were upon the right 
of the Emperor, Prince Napoléon and the Princes Louis and 
Joachim Murât. To the left of the Empress were seated the 
Princesses Clotilde and Mathilde, and ail the Princesses of 
the Murât family. The sight was ^ grand one, tbe hundred 
lights shedding a glorious lustre on the myriad-coloured 
dieçses of the ladies and the glittering décorations of the 
gentlemen, whose maguificent uniforms gave additionai 
brilliancy to the scène. 

Tou watch eagerly tbe réception of the ladies who come 
before y ou, and you bave a secret glow of pride when y ou 
reflect on your own aplomb ; you will not be embarrassed, you 
irill not make an awkward curtsey ; but, alas for the fallacy 
of human hopes, your turn comes. Your name is proclaimed 
àloud, and like a gmlty culprit you advance with a fluttering 
heart and a deep blush. You curtsey ; you are consdous it 
is as gauche as that of any country girl. You pass on with 
9XL inwaid sensé of having donc nothing as well as you 
wished, and a firm conviction that the trouble and anxiety of 
going to thèse Impérial and Eoyal réceptions far exceed the 
pleasure which is derived from satisfied pride at having " been 
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On Tuesday eyening tHeir Majesties gave a grand dinner 
ai tlie Tuileries. Among the guests were the Duke de Cam- 
baeéres, the Duke de Bassano, and Mr. Mocquard, chef du 
Cabinet de l'Empereur. In the evenîng there was a concert 
by Bome of the celebrated artistes now in Paris. 

The Court balls will soon commence. Immediately after 
will begin those of the Ministers. So, you see, in spite of 
the grave political questions now being discussed, in défiance 
of the réitérations of those who déclare Paris will be dull this 
irâiter, we shall hâve the customary fêtes in Impérial and 
Ministerial circles, whîle among ourselyes the cry is still Vwe 
la gaitél 

The Parisians are proverbially a gay, light-hearted people, 
and on ail occasions they instinctively seek out the c6ti 
j^laiêani, in many instances under circumstances that would 
cause a less light-hearted people to be glum, and even un- 
hffppy. A friend who bas long lived in Paris, and who is 
well versed in le caractère Parisien, came, late on the evening 
ofthe 31st of December, to ask us to accompany him to the 
Barrières, where for years past the octroi officers hâve stopped 
the vehides of rich and poor alike, to make ta ail the mono- 
tonous demand, " Vous n'avez rien à déclarer ? " and then 
tomed away as the driver whipped up his horses and passed 
on into the city. Our friend told us that at midnight 
piedsely the octroi officers would leave the Barrières, after 
liaying thrown them wide open, and were at once to retieat 
to the fortifications. He was sure that on the occasion mucb 
merrîment would ensue, and so we ail sallied forth to witness 
it. Our old friend was right. When we arrived at the 
nearest gâte we found a crowd of at least four or five hundred 
persons, ail shouting and dancing to the sound of music, and 
aU prepared at ths given moment to précède the Custom» 
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jnen to theîr most distant stations with pan^, kettlipi, lee. 
wkereon to make a discordant charinari. As tbe cloc 
of tlie church struck twelve, the octroi men fell lato Une, àad 
«t once began their marck to the fortifications breceded by 
men women, ano caiiarea snouting, augnmg, ana making a 
most uproarious noise with their pans and i^ettles. Bi.t we 
noticed that, simultaneously with the outward rush, iook 
place a still greater inward rusli, and such laughing ea we 
Berer before heard. We soon ascertained. what was being^ 
done. Geese and ducks were-quacking, liens cackling, and 
loud above ail came the shrill equeak of pigs. Tbe laughing 
people were for ouce escaping the octroi duty, and although 
•afe in fo doing for tbe time being, a guilty consciousness 
4hat they were evading the law made tbem rush ibrough the 
gâtes as though they feared pursuit. Bottles containing 
wine, &c., were broken in the struggle, e^s smashed, and 
their possessors pushed and baiiled about, but ail amid shovts 
end laughter that was contagions to a degree you can soarcely 
imagine. Crowds of soldiers were waiting inside the barriers 
to partake of the good things as they were broiight in, and 
many of them had lighted fires, and were soon busy in pre- 
paring a gênerai feast. When we lefb the fun was still 
uproarious, and but few of the fowls that had escnped the 
cctroi were alive to tell the taie. The wine was in a fair waj 
to totally disappear, while the people were getting more and 
more happy. No doubt they will long bear in mind Ihe 
lemoval of ihe octroi posts. 

In theatricals we hâve nothing new, with the exception of 
e new opéra at the Italiens, Margherita la Mendicante, which. 
with Borghi-Mamo and Gardoui, is attractive. The music is 
jmooth a&d pretty, and shews talent, but must be heard iigaiii 

. fact^ two or ihree timea — ^to be CDnscientiously reviewrà. 
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TBiB Btie Job stdH fills the Français io overflowkig after ibity 
m^da'a lepresentatièii. The fine comédien Got )ias a part in 
JÉhia pièce exactly suited to liis pofweis, and contrives to make 
tte old stoiy "loving a young lady and feariog that he îb not 
lieloved in retum" as :&esh and channing as though it were 
something qnite new. "One touch of nature makes tbe wbole 
irarld kin," and when le Duc Job kams the death of bis friend 
Ma outbiust of ovcipowering grief ônds a response in cvery 
iKart. A new drama at tbe Ambigu Comique, written by tbe 
piolific Dennery (who must really bave invented some machine 
&r making plays — a single révolution of the wheel, and they 
oome ont sixty at a time), is called Le Marchand de Coco, 
Tour readers mayperhaps not know exactly what a Marchand 
A Coco is, but those who are close observers must hâve 
aremarked when they were in Paris, men who carried on theii 
badcs an oblong tin box, from whence issued at the will of 
the marchand a disagreeable yellow-looking liquid, which was 
«dd at the moderate price of one sou the glass to ail tbir^y 
nrdiins, soldiers, ouvrière^ &c. This, then, is the nuirckand 
ék Coco, who, if we are to heliere M. Dennery, is a being who 
possesses ail those noble and rare virtues which should be 
(but nnfortunatdy are not) inculcated in every mind. The 
«MO merchant rescues females in distiess, brings together 
lovées and sweethearts, parents and childien, and staiTes 
Umself to give to a young lady of noble birth — who, duxmg 
ike troublotts times of ihe révolution, bas thrown hersetf on 
Ub protection — the proceeds of his trade. Frederick Lemaitne, 
aUhongh âge is fast creqnng upon him, is still the Fredmck 
Laudtare of former days, a&d gives to the fine but nither 
flowery sentiments of the «uthor «» naturel which goes straight 
to the heart of the Boulevards audience. 

A most interesting sale took place a few days ago at the 
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hôtel of Mme. Bîennais, who, it niay be remembered, dîed 
suddenly, and on the same day as her 8on-in-lav7, M. Berger, 
Préfet de la Seine. This lady, whose husband was jeweller to 
Louis XVI. and Napoléon I., had a collection ofartistic 
objects, jewels, &c., possessing rare value in the eyes of àll 
who admire historical souvenirs, TheEmperor, who is impressed 
with great respect and admiration for Marie Antoinette, cansed 
to be purchased foxa flacons and a présentoir, eut in crystal in 
the Louis XVI. style, which were formerly the property of the 
martyr Queen. The priée paid was 6,200f. The remamder 
of this service, of which Her Majesty chose the handsomest 
articles, is composed of eighteen pièces, ail in eut crystal, and 
has been sold for 4,000f. The stoppers and mountings are 
gold, curiously carved and sculptured. Prince Napoléon became 
the possessor of a fine sword which had been used by the 
First Emperor. The guard and sheath are of massive gold — 
the price 3,250f. A silver soup bowl was sold for 3,270f. 
Two fine bronze vases, in the purest style of the Pirst Empire» 
fetched 2,850f. Nothing but the death of Mme. Biennais 
cotdd hâve given to the world thèse objects, whose artistic 
value is augmented by the réminiscences attached to them. 

A highly salutary measure has just been taken in Lyons, 
which has for its object the keeping in check of that refirac- 
tory body, the public coachmen. Thèse people, fully conscious 
that, sooner than seek the redress that can be had, thongh 
with trouble and annoyance, the " fare " will submit to any 
insolence, by the following simple means are made to nnder- 
stand that politeness must be observed. In one of the 
pockets*in the inside of the fly or cab are plaeed a number of 
letters, of which the following is the model : — 
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M. 




"Lyon, le 


186 . 


ttemeurant 

a pris la voiture No. 

n 


186 
porte la 


sar la station de la place 
heure 
plainte suivante 











Monsieur Blanc, 

Inspecteur-général de la voirie. 

Rue de la Bourse, 51. 

Lyon. ^ 
(Plier cette lettre, la jeter à la poste sans affiranchir.) 

In FasMons we hâve notliing strikingly novel, althoiigh 
tlie dreases sent ont by our first coniurières are perhaps more 
qniecly élégant than those of last year. Green, brown, violet, 
and black are the fashionable colours for waUdng dresses. 
Blue is almost totally eschewed, but this is perhaps owing to 
its not being a becoming colour to the Parisienne», I saw a 
most beautiiul dress the other day at Yignon's (the Empress's 
dressmaker), composed of black velvet, but entirely covered 
with the most elaborate embroidery of black silk, with a few 
jet beads intermingled to give effect. It was made for the 
Countess de M., and has been three month in the ouvrière' s 
hands. A new colour for evening dress is the mauve pink, a 
mixture of the two colours, which is délicate and v^iy be- 
•coming. Embroidery is very much in vogue this year ; it is 
eitremely handsome, but the expeuse of making is sometimes 
greater than the material itself. A groseille moire awtique 
was embroidered down the front of the skirt, on the corsage, 
■and on the sleeves, with a handsome pattem of grapes and 
leaves. The silk used is veiy thick and strong, and on 
délicate colouied dresses must be a sliade darker to give effect. 
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Qolâ hnàd is being extensirely introduced iuto aU articles of * 
ladies' dress. It bas invaded even the bonnets. I saw tbe 
vife of one of the foreign Ambassadors tbe other day wiût s 
bonnet coipposed of rich dark green velvet. The inside 
trimming was a rouleau of gold braid, intertwined with green 
Tel V et. Gold acorns are plentifîilly sprinkled on tbe ontside 
of tbe bonnet, whicb I can assune your readers gave a most 
legal appearance to the wearer. The TuUe bouillonné dresses- 
wiU still be la grande mode for balls ibis winter. Velvet 
trimtnings, whicb haye been in great favour, will be aban- 
doned for the more light and graceful flowers this year Satins 
will be more fashionable than silks for demi-loileite, but the 
efiPbrts to replace the fine moire antiques by watered silks bas 
failed etitirely. 

And now, before terminating my epistle, allow me ta 
conduct you into tlie nrtistic world. You are no doubt awaie- 
ihat ttie confines between art and artistic trade are but 
narrow, so do not wonder if I at times get somewhat awaj 
from the firàt. I bave lately visited some rare and valuable 
collections of miniatures wliich the public will hâve the oppor- 
tunity of purchasing in a few weeks. A friend of ours (you 
knovv we are always dependeut upon friends) prevailed upon. 
M. ( 'harles PiUet to allow us to peep at the collection 
in question. Our friend informed us, with due emphasîs 
upoii the important fuct, that Monseur Pillet was a celebrated 
corr/m a Ure priseur. What that is I scarcely kriow, but I 
imp.ut the information for your benefit. I am told he is a 
greai riend of les amateurs Artglaia. Araong the collection 
of miaîjitures I purticulurly noticed one, painted by the 
celeb.ited Augustin, of the beautiful wife of the late Sir 
Eobc*-:. Peel. 1 eau scarcely style it a painting. It is a 
hijou iid one can but admire tlie skiil with which the artist 
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haa Tcn^tered the features of our beautifiil coimtrywomafe* 
I alto observed two other miniatures of fair blonde Eiig» 
lidi women, that seemed dépaysées in Paris. Tbey sbouU 
be m London, a dty wbere the like fair faces and curis maj 
be found. I felt proud of my comitrywomen while gnzing^ 
upon their ch^ d'couvrea. Both of thèse were also by Aa- 
gustin, who, dying some twenty years ago, bas left such 
admirable works as make us regret tbe more the loss of hia 
dulful pencil. 

Three miniatures by Mme. de Mirbel, tbree by Hall, and 
a pdEtrait of Mme. de Maintenon by Petitot, also form a part 
of this rare collection. The latter portrait is framed in the 
eentre of an oil painting by Lesueur, the subject of which ia 
graye and almost philosophical. It is Time making Old Age 
paas before Youth — ^a délicate compliment by the ai-tist to 
Mme. de Maintenon, who was aged whcn the mmiature waa 
iaken. Lastly, I noticed a portrait of Molière, when he waa 
qnite young, by Eigault ; and an oil painting, which may be 
ealled a page from the history of the seventeenth century. It 
represents a feast in the apartments of the Duke of Orleana 
(Régent), at which tbe Duchess of Béni and the Duchess of 
Maine are présent. 

In my next letter I shall give vou some détails of the 
magnificent oollecnon pamcings owned oy Lord Henry 
Seymour deceased, a short time since. The horses he poa- 
aessed at the me of his démise, were sold a few days since. 
I can only assure you that my gentlemen friends said they 
were most splendid animais. In a few days the legatees of 
the noble lord ^iU sell his furaiture and the contents of hia 
famous wine cellar. Ah ! that cellar ! In another letter I 
shall perhaps take you down into ihat famous cave, and giye 
you détails that wili cause some of your readers to smack 



224 FHOTOGRAPHS OF FABIS LIFE. 

their lips. Thèse wines are sold for the benefit of thé poor of 
Paris and of London. If I cal^ the attention of your connoiâ- 
seur readers to this sale, and they accordingly purchase, whj, 
I shall hâve worked for the poor I So I announce io jou 
some wine talk for my next. 



LETTEE XXXV. 



New Year's Festivities— The Review of the Impérial Ouard — 
The Prince Impérial on his Pony — ^Madame Brohan's New 
Comedietta— The Grand Court Bail— The Empress'f Toi- 
lette— The Princesa Clotilde— An English Eifleman. 

Paris, Thursday, January 12, 1860. 
In political circles one of the chîef subjects of conversation is 
the change of Ministers. By some persons the removal of 
M. Walewski is regarded with disfavour, while, of course IC. 
de ThouveneFs adhérents predict every possible good from 
the moment of his taking possession of the portefeuille of 
Poreign Affaira. ï am almost ashamed to acknowledgo ihat 
my first thought upon reading the announcoment of the 
change in The Morning Chronicle, was, " how sorry Gount 
and Countess Walewski must be to give up that magnificent 
mansion, upon whose parqueted and deliciously smooth floors 
80 many happy feet were dancing at their grand bal masqtU 
last year." The Empress must hâve had the same ides on. 
this matter, for her Majesty has placed at the disposai of 
Count Walewski the now unoccupied house of the Duke and 
Duchess d'Albe, in the Champs Elysées. The gracious offer 
was decliuèd. The Count and Countess are about to réside 
in an apartment in the Faubourg St. Honoré. In « fer 
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weekB another bal masqué will be given àt the Ministiy of 
Eoreigu Afiairs» but the smiling and fair-haired Conntess, 
who so gradously reoeîved ail who entered those noble halls, 
will no longer be there. The Countess was particolarly 
gracions to our compatriots. 

The New Year's festiyities are pretty well over now^ 
although présents are given and cards sent during the entire 
month. Ail oàfets (Part, jewellery, and even hanbons^ hâve 
increased so dreadfiilly in priée during the past few years, 
that the great désire now is to présent not only something 
for which a great priée has been paid, but something recherché 
— quite unusual. I hâve heard of several of thèse latter 
being given. One lady, well known in Paris as daughter of 
an English earl and wife of a !French duke, had reoeived a 
box of hofiboM en papiilotes. The box being a handsome 
one, and coming from one of the lady's most intimate friends* 
caused some surprise when found to contain bonbons wrapped 
in paper, which style is quite ont of fashion now. The sorr 
prise was changed to pleasure when it was found that in 
every pa^Uoie was the autograph of some celebrated person» 
Shakespeare, ByroD, and Milton, reminded the lady of her 
native poets , Bacine, Voltaire, and Molière recalled those of 
the land of her adoption. It was a most beautiful preseat, 
and most grac«fally conceived. 

A grand military spectacle was afforded us on Tuesday» 
At one o'dock the Emperor, in honour of the Prince of 
OraDge, passed the Impérial Guard in review. As early as 
eleven o'clock a mass of people of ail âges, sexes, and con- 
ditions, had congregated near the Place du Carrousel. They 
were not exactly aware of what was to take place, but thej 
knew that some ceremony was to be performed, owing to the 
numbers of sergents de ville that surrounded the Palace, while 
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IttgiB Bwabers of aiounted gendarmes kept tlie streets den; 
Ml pfevented tke crowd from pressing too near to the 
«liWDoe of the TuHeries conrt-yard. Soon the qoic\. Uîfàj 
jBMOofthe Ghassenrs de Viacennes was heard, and thea 
the sturdy, active little fellows, came marching into the Place 
dtCanousel. Afl of them wore the Italian medal, while 
mêSij, rery many of them had the cross of the Légion of 
Benour and the Yictoria medal. They had brarely shivered 
ia the cold dreary Crimea, and bravely panted under the bum- 
jag m}% of an Italian sun. I gazed with heartfelt admiration at 
Aese heroes, when, the noise of approaching music and a 
nnirmur of approbation on the part of the crowd causing me 
lo look back, I perceived the white tnrbans of the dare-deyil 
Zotiayes. On they came with a swagger pecnliarly their own, 
BBd noticeable in no other troops. What décorations! What 

», and what large beards, and ugly terrible-Jooking little 
! The tambour-major was twisting and tarning his 

, the drums were beating qinckly, while the shrill 
irumpets kept time with the elastic step of the soldiers. Ail 
tkis I ilelt rather than saw, for my attention was fixed on a 
pale, handsomeyoung officer, whose left arm was gone, whose 
éheek was gashed with a deep, oh I so deep a scar, that had 
for erer closed an eye, whose breast was covered with 
décorations, and who was marching quickly and bravely along 
as ihongh he were Mars himself, and 4ot a frail mortal like 
«ny of us. No wonder the men are brave when they hare 
Mch officers. I should hâve stated above that the Chasseurs 
de Tincennes had their drapeau decorated, and that when the 
tbttered and glorious standard appeared, the crowd cheered 
in the most entfausiastic manner. The régiment of Chasseurs 
Irefer to now is the one that so gallantly stormed and took 
ma» Austrian batteries at Solferino. After the Zouaves 
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eàme tbe tall, strong-looking Grenadiers» and tlien the 
Toltîgeurs. 

At one o'clock precîsely thé tamÔoura battant aux champs 
announced tbe présence of the Emperor. His Majesty was 
aocompanîed bjr tbe Prince of Orange, and a splendid and 
most briUiant cortège of gênerai offîcers. Marsbals Bandon, 
Begnault de Saint Jean d'Angely, and Magnan were among 
the cortèffe, as were General Fleury and the officiers cTorthn" 
»tf«tféf of the Emperor on service. While the Emperor was 
slowly rîding along the front Une of bronzed heroes, a soene 
of a more amusing character was taking pl^ce in the court- 
yard of the Tuileries. His Impérial Highness the little Prince, 
mounted, much to his évident delight, upon a real pony, was 
making a more familiar visit to the soldiers of the Grenadier 
régiment in which his Highness is a corporal. M. Bachbn, 
the écui/er of the Prince, walked by his side and held him on 
his saddle. The little fellow was rigged ont in ail the glory 
of fiill uniform, with the galon on his arm ; and it was a 
most amusing thing to witness his demure look as he passed 
along the ranks. The little soldier cap gave him a smart, 
sharp look, while his bright blue eyes were dancing with a 
glee that was at varinnce with the dignified pinched-up air of 
lis little mouth. When the youthful Grenadier had com- 
pleted his round he retumed to the Palace, where the 
Empress, with her ladies of honour, was waiting to reoeiye 
him. He pranced about, having descended from his pony, 
imtil the Emperor, the Prince of Orange, and the brilliant 
€SCort came in front of the Pavillon de THorloge to witness 
the défile of the troops : whereupon the young Impérial scion 
remounted his well-trained pony and took his stand at the 
left hand of his father. As the troops passed before their 
Majesties they shouted " Yive TEmpëreur I " " Vive rim- 

(12 
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pératrice ! " " Vive le Prince Impérial ! " while the crawd 
outside, catching up the cry, made the square ring with most 
loyal and evidently heartfelt acclamations. The Parisians 
are proud of their soldiers, and they feel redoubled admiration 
for the Sovereign that leads them on frora victory to victory» I 
heard an old lady near me exclaim, with the accent of truth 
and deep feeling, as the Emperor passed near ns, " C'est lui 
qui devrait porter la plus grande et la plus belle médaille 
d'Italie." 

By two o'clock the défilé was over, and the Emperor, 
the Prince of Orange, and the brilliant staiF had gone to 
lunch I suppose, while the distant roll of the drum indicated 
that the soldiers were going to their barracks. In a short 
time the crowd slowly dispersed, and the whole aifair was 
ended. The Parisians had had an additional spectacle, and 
they, aiso, were willing to retire. 

The Empress has presented to General Dieu, who was so 
severely wounded at Solferino, a most ingénions mechanical 
couch. The General's wounds prevent his rising as yet, and 
the couch in question is so arrangçd as to allow the brave 
soldier to recline in any position he pleases, by working the 
machinery of the couch. Her Majesty enhanced the value 
of the considerate gift by making known to the gênerai that 
she fully appreciated the services he had rendered to France, 
and by expressing the most ardent hopes for his speedy 
recovery. It is a most commendable trait in the character 
of Eugénie of Erance that she is ever ready to sympathise 
with the afflicted. 

At the Italiens, Margherita la Mendicaute has proved a 
great success, The libretto is scanty^ but the music is most 
œelodious. Gardoni's sweet tones linger in one's ears after 
the opéra, for the music is very well suited to his voioe. 
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Mme. Borghi-Mamo, albeit not one of the favourites of 
your correspondent, shows to advantage in M. Braga's new 
opéra. We are looking forward to some of the old favourites 
at the Italiens. Flotow's opéra of Marta, which has been in 
rehearsal for a month, will no doabt soon be given. At the 
Français we are having the old standard comédies on the off 
nights of Le Duc Job. A little comedietta, in one act, written 
by the spirituelle Augustine Brôhan, called Qui femme a, 
guerre a, has been received with extraordinary favour. The 
plot, which is a veiy slight one, does not even possess novelty of 
idea. The characters are a married couple, who, while really 
loving mutually,manage to be dreadfdlly ennuyés in each other'a 
Society. The lady complains that the gentleman no longer shows 
that dévotion, that empressementy that delightfal embarrass- 
ment in her présence, which was visible before their marriage. 
He no longer praises her hab-, her eyes, her figure — ^in fact, he 
is getting fat, and no longer loves her. The unoffending hus- 
band pleads in defence that if he is growing fat, it is because he 
has contentment of mind. Does he not possess the object of 
his affection ; why should he praise her beauty ? If he found 
anything which did not please him he would complain ; he 
never complained, so he was always pleased. The lady, how- 
ever, pays little attention to thèse excuses, and is only brouglit 
to her sensés on finding a hïUet doux in a female hand ad- 
dressed to her husbaud, lying on the floor, where he had 
accidentally dropped it. Her jealousy and fears aroused 
seriously, she Aies to ask pardon for her complaints, and finds 
to her intense delight that the letter was a ruse of the loving 
hiisband. This slight sketch can give you but little idea of 
the keen and sparkling wit of the dialogue, the brilliancy 
ofthe repartee, and the délicate pathos of the repentant wife. 
The first grand court bail of the season took place last 
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Xiight ai tlia Tuileries. As early as half-paat nine o'doclc 
the immense salles were crowded with the rank, wit^ and 
beaaty now congregated in the capital. The great objeet 
to the oecasional visiter to those balls is to make his way 
into la Salle des Marécham, in whieh gorgeously decorated 
room the Impérial, quadrille is daneed. This object last 
night seemed to us, coming about half-past nine, to be almost 
impossible to attain. A dense crowd was assembled in the 
long room, the first into which you enter, and to make yoor 
way through so many officers, magistrates, judges, and ladies, 
wlyes and daughters of ail thèse, seemed perfectly impractica- 
bkr I, however, was extremely anxious to witness the 
Impérial quadrille ; and as ce que femme veut Dieu le veui^ 
after much pushing and struggling, I managed to get into 
the Salle des Maréchaux. We were amply repaid for our 
trouble, for never hâve I seen the Empress looking so lovely, 
nor the Emperor himself so gay and smiling. I had no time 
then to observe her Majesty's toilet, for the first strains of 
the quadrille had begun, and the Prince of Orange had 
approached her, and was leading her to her place. The 
Emperor made tns-à-vis with the Princess Clotilde, while the 
Prince Napoléon daneed with his sister the Princess Mathilde. 
It was a double quadrille, and I remarked that Marshal 
Magnan and the Princess d'Essling were in it. My whole 
attention was given to the Impérial couple, and I therefoie 
took little note of the persons of less importance. This was 
the first time I had seen the young Prince of Orange, for 
driving rapidly by on horseback or in a carriage can hardly 
be called seeing. He is a slender, interesting-looking young 
man, though not strikingly handsome. I think I should bave 
Tecognised him as a Dutchman, even had I not known it* 
He moved gracefully through the quadrille — ^no easy matter 
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wbeB jott bave tbe jcephyr-like Eugénie by yo\ir sida to i 
jovL look awkward «ad stiff. The quadrille finisbed, A» 
Ijupmal dancers retomed to their aeatfl, to ijie iBtoua 
giatificaticm of tke peiBons m tlie other k>osi8» w];lo v«q^ 
waiting tliis signal to begin their own dancing* The exedknl; 
band bogaa playiog a delidons waltz» which set aaaax^ 
couples dancing thaa oonid find rocnn. Thèse laat 
suddenly stopped by an important person in a red ooat, wàq» 
with an imperious wave of the hand and a grand frown^ gaye 
token that their Majestâes were approaching. How beautîM 
the Ëmpress looked as she advanoed smiling and bowiag to 
ail the gaests—- now giving her tiny hand to some friend, and 
now stopping to speak to some more fayoured being. A 
gorgeous scène, it was, just at that moment. The skil&I 
arrangement of the mirrors in the apartment, which refleoted a 
hundred-foid the persons and objecta contained therein ; tba 
biilliant b'ghts which made the diamonds of theladies aparkle 
and glow like very fire upon the snowy bosoms of the fair 
wearers ; the many and yarious nniforms ; and, laat of aU» 
the exqnisite court costume wom by the French gentlemen^ 
made one of the grandest coupa-d'œU that can possibly be 
îmagined. 

Now I had ample time to obserye the Empress's toilette. 
A description of it will not, I am sure, give any idea of the 
brilliant simplicity (if I nwiy use the term) of her dress. Over 
a slip of white silk was plaeed a skirt of white iuUe èauU^ 
ï$nn/. Around the bottom of this were gracefiiUy arrangod 
some green and dead leaves, " ail gliltering with silver sheem,'* 
as if the frost had touched them. Oyer this was thrown a 
long skirt oî tulle. The idea of the frost was also carried oui 
hfive, for, as the délicate material fell in graceful folds, the 
ligfats brougkt ont the silyer drops upon the dcess. Usr 
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l^jesty wore upon her head a magnificent diadem, and 
comb of diamonds and emeralds, necklaoe and bracdets- to 
match. I may observe, par parenthèse, and for the espedal 
benefit of your lady readers, that I bave never seen her 
Majesty wîth a larger crinoline ; in fact, ail the ladies, far 
from abandoning that much-abused appendage to a lady's 
costume, seem to glory in an even more extensive amplure 
than last year. 

Their Majesties passed on; the Emperor was looking 
very well, but, I regret to say, dreadfully bored. Dancing 
now commenced in eamest, and was kept np, with little 
întermission, until past two o'clock. Before she retired, I 
saw the Princess Clotilde. Her Impérial Highness looked 
yery well, and her Hght blue dress with gold stars showed ofl 
to adrantage the délicate transparency of her complexîon; 
but, beyond this, I see little to admire in the daughter of 
King Yictor Emmanuel. She is excessively petUe, has small 
inexpressive eyes, and the lower portion of her face is much 
too large for the upper. Added to this, a constant frown 
gîves her an air of discontent, far firom agreeable, and whîch 
is rendered more prononcé by the smiling look of the 
Empress. 

In justice to our country women, and to soothe those who 
may hâve considered themselves affironted by remarks in a 
fbrmer letter, I will say that among the finest toilettes 
présent were some wom by English ladies; and whea 
ihey are well dressed how beautiful our English girLs look I 
I saw many red coats of a very familiar eut executing 
the deux temps with great perfection. One very tall maa 
passed and repassed the bench upon which I was sitting, 
He looked very melancholy, and did [not partidpate in the 
dancing. It was a uniform, certainly, he was wearing ; but 
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black, entirely black, without any lelieving oolour! The 
tigbt jacket and trousers, with no gold bands — wbat oould it 
be F During a polka, I got as near the object of my wonder 
as possible, and then I saw upon bis accoutrements the 
letters — ^V. B. He was an English rifleman, but what a very 
melanchply unifonn. The rifle uniform relieved with a little 
red is very distingué, but the one to which Irefer was quite 
unlike anything I had seen before. 

I should bave spoken in the beginning of this compte 
rendu of the magniilcent aspect of the grand staircase that 
leads to the ball-room. On each step were standing two 
Cent Gardes, with their long glittering swords drawn -, and 
the weapons, as well as the dazzingly bright cuirasses and 
helmets of this unique body guard, reflected in flashes the 
bright rays of myriads of lamps and lustres. Beally a bail 
at the Tuileries is a most magniflcent scène. 

The Emperor retired much earlier than did the Empress, 
I bave just ascertained that bis Majesty bas gone to Si» 
Germain for a day's shooting, and thus I can account for 
his leaving the gay and festive scène at a comparatively early 
hour. 

I had intended to speak to you of other matters this week, 
but as my letter is now too long, I shall defer them until my 
next. 
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LETTEK XXXVI. 

ïashionable MoTements— The Tnncess Mettemich: her War 
against Crinoline— The Princess Mathilde's First Soirée—' 
Kew Toilettes — ^The Empress Bngénie's "Bal Intime " — 
Musioal and Theatrical Gossip — ^M. Mooqnard's New Pieee. 

PariSj Thursday, January 19, 1860. 
Gbeat activity now reigns in our fashionable circles. The 
Princess Mettemich throws open her salons every Saturday, 
and the fashion and rank of ail nations now in Paris maj 
there be found assembled. I may bere observe, for the bene« 
fit of your lady readers, that the Princess seems determined to 
bring in the fashions of the first Empire, as she appears with- 
out crinoline and with very short- waisted and tight-sleeved 
dresses ; but I feel qiiite certain that this mode will not meet 
with gênerai favour, for it reqnires the beauty and grâce of a 
Joséphine and a Marie Louise to make the disgracieusea 
modes of their time at ail pleasing. The Princess is not 
alone in her endeavour to revive this fashion ; the Marquise 
Aguado, a Spanish lady of great wealth, bas also adopted it ; 
but the Empress still clings to the crinoline, and I think, 
without her Impérial consent, the efforts of the lesser lumi- 
naries will prove futile. Last Monday evening the fine hotel 
of the Princess Mathilde, in the Eue de Courcelles, was 
beautifuUy lighted, and numberless carriages entered the 
large cour é^honneur, and deposited their precious burthens 
of crinoline and lace at the principle entrance of this princelj 
résidence. It was her' Highness's first soirée, and it was a 
grand one. The whole of the diplomatie corps waâ repre- 
sented, and the présence of younger members of the principal 
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families of distinction gave to the soene great animation. Zb» 
dancing did not cease until afier two o'dock in the monuaig. 
I observed some very handsome toilettes at this bail ; tte 
Pnnoess Mettemich and Mme. Aguado were dressed in the 
pecoHar fasbion of the first Empire, of which I hâve abready 

spoken, but the the Duchesse de M , the ivife of the cde<- 

brated diplomatist, was attired in a most simple but beautifnl 
manner — an under slip of white satin, over thisa skirt of ti$lk 
houUUmné, the bouiHana being cheny and white alternatelj. 
Again, a skirt of tuUe, entirely white, and not èomUonné, looped 
up on one side with a large brooch of rubies and diamonds, a 
tiara of rubies and diamonds with necklace and bracelets to 
match. Another pretty dress was eomposed of tulle (this mate- 
nal is almost de rigueur now for bails), the upper half white» 
and the lower half red. Over the white portion was placed « 
Brussels lace flounce, black, while over the red part was 
thrown another flounce of Brussels lace, but white. The 
black flounce wes surmounted by a ruche of red tuUe, and the 
white flounce by a ruche of white tulle, but placed on the red 
portion of the skirt. A wreath of red and white roses erowned 
the head of the fair wearer, and completed this exquisite 
toilette. By those who possess that excellent fond de carde 
robe lace flounces, this dress may easily be arranged. Evai 
if both flounces were black the effect would still be veij 
fine. The most charming, because the most sélect, soirées of 
the winter are the èals intimes of the Empress. Her Ma« 
jesty gave one this week. There were but 250 persons pré- 
sent. Besides Prince Mettemich no other diplomatist was 
honoured with an invitation. Perhaps her Majesty thought 
thèse gentlemen too full of political cares to joia in the mirth 
and joUity of her petit bal, The Emperor only remained half 
an hour in the rooms, but the Empress, who seemed to ei^ojr^ 
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the fun as well as lier guests, stayed till tbe last of thèse had 
depàrted. Her Majesty's dress was of white tulle, looped ûp 
with a garland of roses and grapes ; coiffure of roses and 
grapes intermingled with dîamonds. The Empress, who in 
the Court balls ODly dances once, and that a quadrille ; in her 
peiitê hais oertainly lets îew of the fancy dances pass by with- 
out joining in. Those who hâve seen the beautiful Eugiénie 
but in " the pomp of pageantiy, the pride of power," when 
custom forces a staid and dignified demeanour, can baye little 
idea of how heartily she participâtes in the verve and laisser 
aUer which characterise our neighbours. 

At the Italiens we bave had the reprise of Bellini's beau- 
tiful opéra La Sonnanibula, if not the most important, at least 
the sweetest and most carefully-written work of the Neapo- 
litan maestro. It was written and produced at Milan iu 
1880; Madame Pasta, Rubini, and Mariani took the prin- 
cipal râles, The lièretto was by Felice Eomani, and was 
taken from a ballet composed by Scribe for the Grand Opéra 
at Paris. The opéra was brought out at the Italiens in the 
year 1831, and met with great success. Madame Pasta, 
Enbini, and Santini performed the principal parts. It was 
the rSle of Mvino that made the famé of Rubini in Paris. 
The part of Amina is a favourite one with cantiUrices. In 
1882- Mme. Tadolini, an excellent singer, took the part at 
the Italiens; in 1885, the well-known Mme. Persiani ; in 
1850, Sontag; in 1852, Cruvelli. Tbe yo\mg artiste now 
entrusted with this important râle is a Prench woman, a pupil 
of Daprez, who bas never before appeared on the stage. A 
briUiant career in her profession lies before Mlle. Marie Battu. 
Possessing a pleasing appearance, a sweet and at the same 
time powerful voice, together with the high degree of cnltiya- 
tion which Duprez always giyes bis pupils, she is destiued 
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before long to take her place amongst tfae most celebrated 
of tlie musical celebrîties. Gardoni was the Mvino, and 
astonisbed eveu bis greatest admirers witb tbe power, strengtb, 
and force witb wbicb be sang. Tbe Mario worsbippers are 
constantly complaining of a want of fire in Gardoni. Tbey 
must complain of sometbing ; and, as bis voice is perfectly- 
faultlessy tbey speak of inanimate acting. But it is impos- 
sible for tbem to complain of a lack of fire in bis rendering of 
Mvino. In tbe magniôcent air wbere be accuses and repuises 
tbe innocent Amina, bis wbole action, singing, and expression 
were admirable. Angelini as tbe Càunt was, as usual, per- 
fectly satisfactory. Margherita la Mendicante bas not been 
80 successful as tbe management boped ; tbe music is good, 
but no bigber tenu of approbation can be applied to it. 
Gardoni and Mme. Bo^bi-Mamo contrived to get tbemselves 
applauded, bat tbey could not succeed in making tbe opéra 
a " bit." Doubtless M. Braga will improve on tbis, wbicb 
is a very creditable beginning for a young composer. At tbe 
otber tbeatres tbere is notbing of importance to mention. 
Tbe Opéra Comique is still giving Le Fardon de Ploërmel^ but 
tbe witbdrawal of Faure as Hoël gives tbe idea tbat sometbing 
new will sbortly be produced. Tbose skilled in tbe mysteries 
of tbe différent tbeatres say tbat Don Juan by Mozart, is now 
in rebearsal at tbe Opéra Comique, witb Faure as tbe liber- 
tine. Tbis would be a great treat, after tbe quantity of 
operatic notbings we bave been seeing at tbe^Salle Favart. 
At tbe Lyrique one of last winter's favourite opéras, La Reine 
Topaze, bas been reproduced, witb Madame Miolan Car\'albo 
as tbe beroine. Tbe bouse bas been crowded, altbougb tbe 
opéra is a most absurd one, botb in plot and in musical com- 
position, introducing tbe " Carnaval de Venise," and, otbpr 
tbread-bare airs mucb too frequently. Alexandre Dumas' 
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j^aj, Le Ph^e Prodiçue, is stîll drawing great crowds to the 
Gymnase. The Prince of Orange bonooied by bis présence 
a borrid, dirty, little, low Boulevard tbeatre, c^ed tbe Folies 
Dramatiques, to witness tbe review. Vive la Joie et les 
Pommes de Terre, You can inagine from tbe title wbat tbe 
pièce must be, and will tberefore not be severe witb me wben 
I say I bave not seen it. In tbat most interesting and 
instmetive work, called " The Travels of Brown, Jones, and 
Sobinson," friends of tbe staid Mr. Punch, I remember a 
picture of Jones, as be appeared at tbe Opéra at home, and 
Jones as be appeared at tbe Opéra abroad. Wbat a contrast 
between tbe Jones well eo^é, irreproacbably gloved and 
booted, wbo sits by tbe side of bis lady mother, a beautifui 
picture of tbe English gentleman — and tbe Jones of tbe Con- 
tinent, wbo, witb bis feet up on tbe bench before bim, fais 
nnoombed hair straggling over bis forehead, indulges ia a 
prolonged yawn occasioned by tbe loss of sleep in the railway- 
carriage the night before. You will perhaps tbink this ratber 
iireleyant ; but I was going to say tbat I am struck witb tbe 
différence in the comportment of the young scions of royal 
and impérial hoases at home and in Paris. At home tbey 
are like Jones, in a bigherdegree ; in Paris tbey visit théâtres 
into which an honest bourgeois would scarcely enter — in fact, 
iiiey take advantage of tbe Prench laisser aller to see ail the 
amusements of the lower classes of the capital. I suppose 
tbe attraction is "variety," which, as our great bard tell us, 
iB •• tbe spice of life." 

The Vaudeville, a tbeatre tbat for several yeais bas been 
noted for the loos«iess and immorality of the plays represented 
on its boards, has just produced one which, in point of shameful 
JOid disgusting incidents, far exceeds La Dame aux Camélias» 
Jhma, Les Mlles de Marbre, and otbers of tbe dass. La 
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Fâtébpe Iformande is a disgrâce to tbe théâtre, to the adon, 
to the public, and its production at the Taudeville shows that 
'^La Censure/' that body to which ail plays must be submitted 
in Paris, is. not particular as to morality so long as political 
eyents are not touched upon. But wiih tbe public lies the 
blâme. This style of drama, though universally censuredj 
draws better than any oiher, and the management, of course^ 
panders to the public taste. 

The sale of Lord Henry Seymour*s wines commenced the 
day before yesterday and continued yesterday and to-day. The 
attendance was Teiy large, and the priées given exceedingly 
good. The sale finishes to-day. The amateurs of curiosities, 
objects of art, and of pictures, seem never to be tired of the 
firequent sales of thèse articles which take place at the Hôtel 
de Ventes in the Rue Drouat. Go when you will, you always 
find the same persons seeking ail things to which may be 
attached a historical souvenir, or which are due to the talent 
of some great artist. I spoke in a former letter of a collection 
of miniatures and oil-paintings which were to be sold by M. 
Pillet, the commissaire primeseur. This sale took place the 
day before yesterday in présence of a large number of amateurs. 
A charming miniature by Augustin, the portrait of the 
celebrated cantatrice Henriette Sontag, Comtess de Eossi, as 
she appeared in the rôle of Donna Anna in I>on Juan^ 
was sold for 845f. ; and the portrait of the beautifui 
wife of Sir Robert Peel, also by Augustin, fetched 800t 
A portrait of the Baronne de Mouchy, by Dumont, SOBf. 
The family of Hall, painted by himself, a c^f é^tBuvre 
well-known in the artistic world, brought the good priée of 
2,260f. The portrait of the daughter of the Duc de Coigny, 
faiown as la pauvre fille, painted by Hall, was sold for 420f, 
This interesting pictuiCj to the original of which are attached 
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some of the most melancHoly souvenirs of the Frencli révolution, 
excited great admiration among the amateurs. The daughter 
of the Duc de Coigny, whose memoiy will live as long as 
the Prench. language is spoken, on account of the beautîful 
lines composed on her by André Chenier, was a most beautifîd 
and accomplished young lady. On one side of this miniature 
was written, Za veille du dernier jour ; oh^ mon Dieu ! On 
the other side — Résignation angélique. Conciergerie^ 1793. 
Priez pour elle. What sad thoughts, what dark forebodings, 
what joys for ever blasted are expressed by thèse few words, 
whose simpHcity is more touching than would be a flood of 
passionate grief. It was to hbr that André Chenier dedicated 
his sublime ode, "La Jeune Captive." He was endunng 
împrisonment at that time and in the same prison as tbe 
noble and beautiful Mdlle. de Coigny, and it was in a dark 
and noisome cell of St. Lazare that the touching verses were 
written. 

I hâve been to see the new play by Messieurs Mocquard 
and Dennery, L* Histoire d^un Drapeau^ at the Théâtre 
Impérial du Cirque. The plot is one of the most simple 
character. A battalion of the Parisian volunteers goes to 
join the Army of Italy, commanded by General Bonaparte. 
Before leaving Paris thèse brave men buy a flag, which on 
the field of battle will remind them of the fauboui'gs of the 
great city where they passed their childhood. Arrived in 
Italy, they obtain the right to préserve the flag, and are soou 
in présence of the enemy. Courage is of little avail when 
expérience is with it ; our Parisian volunteers fly before the 
enemy ; General Bonaparte présents himself before them, and 
pronounces them unworthy to bear the coloiu's of France. 
Thèse words wound the pride of the brave soldiers— two or 
three leave the ranks, and swear to redeem their lionour and 



PHOTOGEAPHS OF PAEIS MFE. 241 

préserve their flag. In the next act we see the expédition 
to Egypt. Our volunteers hâve conducted themselves glo- 
rioUsly at tlie battle of the Pyramids, and their flag enters 
the town of Cairo saluted by the whole anny. Hère several 
years pass. The Empire has been proclaimed ; the flag has 
been surmounted by an eagle ; but, at an engagement out- 
side the walls of Yienna, the offîcer who bore it has been 
killed ; the soldiers are not able to défend it, and the glo-^ 
rious standard is in the hands of the Austrians. The 
Parisians swear to redeem it, and by aid of disgnises pene- 
trate into a fort where the flag is hid, seize it, and when the 
Impérial army enters Yienna, the volunteers hâve the glory 
of presenting to the Emperor the eagle-crowned drapea/u i 
After the campaign of Germany cornes that of Bussia. The 
Parisians bear up against the killing frost of the Eussian 
winter ; make a triumphal entry into Smolensk ; see Moscow 
fiumed before their eyes ; and return to France with their 
flag. But the times are changed; the tricolour dare no 
longer float to the breeze ; it must be hidden. The Emperor 
is at Elba. The soldiers are now under the Eesto^ation, 
and the white flag is offered to them. The offîcers refuse, 
and to the words of one of Louis XVIII's préfets reply by 
«honting "Vive l'Empereur/* The cry is soon to be a 
loyal one, for the Emperor retums from the ialand of Elba, 
<and the first soldiers who sainte him are the volunteers of 
Paris, and the first tricolour that he sees is their flag. 

This is the end of the drama; but before the curtaxn 
faUs the scène at the back changes, and one sees the taking 
^f the heights of Solferino by the army of Napoléon III. 
The flag of the first Empire h^s been avenged; ît again 
appears on the battle-field, glorious and triumphant as when 
floatmg over the Pyramids and at Moskowa. Join to thèse 

s 
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IBûBixry facto a fe^ amusing incideiiis, ivldch giye intefesi 
to ihe drama, and yon will hâve an idea of the pièce, whiaà 
jféslly doet» honour to M. Denneiy and to his erudite eoiibh 
tfofttteur. The people, entliasiastîc always at any mentldli 
of the name of their grèat Oeneral and Emparer, eooU 
Bcarcely contain tbemselves during the patriotic speeches 0f 
the actors ; and when in an cloquent speech the hero of tht 
pièce throws down the white flag and shouts ** Vire Viài^ 
pereur 1" the cry was taken up by the whole andience^ aâd 
for five minutes cries of "Vive l'Empereur !*' "Vivo k 
Vamille Impériale I" rang throngh the large building. 

Thèse little incidents will prove to any one the real popa- 
larity of the Impérial régime, The word Napoléon acts Iftie 
jnagic upon the masses, and no one can but be convinced <tf 
ihis when they witness the enthusiasm of the spectaton at 
ile Théâtre du Cirque. The actor who represented Na^ 
léon I. was received with frenzied shouts of " Vive TI 
pereur," and flfty times during the evening the crowd ^ 
Swayed with irrésistible émotion when he used words mémo- 
rable as havin^ fallen irom the lips of the great General, 
The authors of the Histoire (Tun Drapeau, Messieurs Mo0« 
quard and Dennery, must hâve felt a glow of pleasurable 
Imd patriotic pride swell in their hearts when they heard the 
loud, sincère, and enthusiastic shouts of the audienoe* 
'* Vive TEmpereur Napoléon" must hâve rung in their eafs 
long after the salle de spectacle was empty, for they had, witik 
the magie of their talent, caused the outburst of a grati&ed 
liatioual feeling. 
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LETTER XXXVIL 

Ur. Harey at the Cirqne Napoléon : bis Interpreto—Deatk of 
Orassot— Paris Theatricals: «Croquignole XXVI." at iàe 
Bouffes Parisiens — The Coantess de Momy — ^The liait 
Soirée at the Austrian Ambassador's — ^New Paris Mode»— < 
H«nr Wagner's GQiioert--TlLe Bail at the Toileries-^EdmaBd 
▲bmifsDiieL 

. Paris» Thursday, January 26, 1860. 
I SRÀiiL begin my letter with a brief aocount of a per- 
farmance that has attracted great attention hère. Yoit wOl 
bear with me if I do not write êecundem artem, but mpon 
snch a subject ladies cannot be expected to hare the aplomb 
Hiiich seems to be the great ambition of several of my geiiile- 
men acquaintances. I refer to Mr. Earey, the American 
llOTse-tamer, who has so often and so snccessfully exhibited 
liis capacity in that line in London. Mr. Earey, as was 
annonnced hère some days since, by large yellow, red aad 
Mue posters, stack np àll over the town, was to give three 
exhibitions at the Cirqne Napoléon; and as ail Paris has 
iieard of his great and usefiil power in subduing vice in that 
best of man's friends, the horse, why, of course, ail Paris was 
anxions to see the Dompteur, and to witness évidence of his 
remarkable system. Of course, your correspondent indudes 
hersdf in "ail Paris," and yestèrday, at two o'clock, I 
fonned a portion of the great crowd that fiUed the Cirqne 
Napoléon. At a given hour Mr. Earey appeared, made a 
bow to the sélect audience, and delivered a short speech, to 
flie effect that he was not gcing to favour us with the viewof 
any desperate struggle, but a simple évidence cf his System 
for subduing without injury the wildest and most stubbom 

B 2 
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hoise. A ratlier ludicrous scène occurred at the moment. 
Mr. Earey spoke in English ; in fact, he said he regretted he 
oonld not speak in Frencb, but Le at the same time pointed 
io a gentleman near him who was to act a& interpréter. At 
this, tbe person I refer to, stepped forward and began, in 
about tbe worst possible Frencb, attempting a translation of 
Mr. Rarey's remarks. Flm haut ! plus haut / was shouted 
ont on ail sides. . Tbe poor interpréter (an Englisbmaa) 
raised bis voice nntil be got very red in tbe face, but witbout 
any dedded success. I must remark bere, tbat if Mr. Eare^ 
did not know as mucb of tbe language as did bis interpréter, 
be must bave less knowledge of Frencb tban any one I evear 
saw. Loud rose tbe sbouts of tbe people tbat were up in tbe 
galleries. But tbe greater portion of tbe audience were most 
respectable, and tbey soon succeeded in silencing tbe 
clamour. Tbis donc, a borse was brougbt in. It seemed a 
most quiet, good-natured beast, and Mr. Earey assured ns 
tbat sucb was tbe base — ^tbat be bad cbosen it merely to 
giye a preliminary idea of bis System. He tben buckled a 
strap around tbe borse's leg, baving first doubled it up, and 
tbe poor, soft-eyed borse limped about for some time, until 
at last it lay down quietly, and Mr. Earey proceeded to 
knock its boofs togetber, and do sundiy otber tbings indica- 
tive of tbe poor borse's entire tameness and entire prostration. 
Tbis done, tbe " good borse *' was led out, and a tall, raw- 
boned, ugly-eyed animal made bis appearanoe. I noticed 
tbat be wore a muzzle, and Mr. Earey announced tbat be waa 
a most terribly vicions animal, tbat be bit tbose wbo came 
near, and tbat be also treated tbe unwary to any quantity of 
kicks. AU tbis détestable cbaracter tbe borse fully bore out, 
by backing bis ears, and rolling eyes tbat deddedly looked 
too wbite. You see I am aware tbat a borse sbould not 
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show too much. of the wliite of his eye. I must avow, how- 
ever, wke noua, that I got the. idea from my aforesaid 
gentlemen acquaîntances. Mr. Barey buckled up bis leg> 
after some trouble, and tben tbere commenced a serions tussle, 
The bmte was most obstinate, and refased to be laid down ; 
but, after a ratber long space of time, Mr. Earey succeeded 
in getting. bim on bis side ; and in a few moments tbe man 
bad completely conquered the brute, tbus proving most 
conclusively tbat tbe System is a most useful one. I confess 
I sbuddered wben Mr. Earey laid bis bead between tbe bind 
hoofs of tbe stubbom brute, tbat bad been so sbort a time 
before Idcking most viciously; but be was evidently well 
aware tbat be could do so safely. Tbe large vicious eyes, at 
£rst so starting fortb, and even injected with blood, now 
loolced meek and bumble, and a gênerai relaxation of tbe 
muscles was veiy apparent. It was man's victory, by 
superior skill and courage, over brute strengtb and dogged- 
ness. An universal feeling of sympatby witb Mr. Earey was 
eyinced by tbe most uproarious cbeers and clapping of bands. 
I.noticed tbat tbe ladies présent were mostly Englisb and 
American. Tbe Erencb ladies do not ride mucb, and take, 
consequently, but little interest in horses. Mr. Earey gives 
ft few more exhibitions bere, and I do not doubt tbey will ail 
be as successM as tbe one we attended. Our Jockey Club 
was well represented yesterday, and I remarked many cavalry 
officers présent. Tbey seemed to take a real and serions 
îaterest in tbe proceedings, and applauded most beartily wben 
ai last the borse that was so vicious was conquered. 

. Our theatrical week bas been ratber a dull one, thougb 
we are rich in promises — ^a new opéra at tbe ItaKens ; tbe 
reprise of the old and glorious chef-cTcsuvre of Mozart, Dan 
Juan, at the Opéra Comique; and two new opéras at the 
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Lyriqne. Tins shows a oommendable acdTity on tha ptit éÊ 
tbe différent managements. But, alas 1 tbe Ihuf Jck îb aÉiH 
dnwing crowds at the Français, so we can bope lor notliîii^ 
new there for weeks to come. AU those of your readen who 
liAve seen the affecting drama by Mme. de Girardin, nntîtlèd 
La Joie fait Peur, will lemember tbe pretty and ladylikis 
Utile actress wbo personates the danghter of tbe efflifited 
mother, the heroine of tbe play. The young kdy, MdUfl» 
Dnbois, bas just come in for a legacy of 200,000f., ieft bcst 
by an old gentleman, who states that her exemplary oondiicl 
in private life and her eaioellence in b^ profession h«fa 
indueed him to make her bis helress — a yery fortunate tbing 
for an actress. The celebrated c&mique of the Palais Boyal» 
Gbassot, died in the early part of this week. Many of yoor 
leaders will remember baviDg often laugbed most beartily 
at the droD seriousness of this comedian. He lost bis voioo 
8ome twelve or fonrteen months ago, and bas not acted 



Tbe Bouffés Parisiens, that pretty tittle théâtre, 
freqnented by the best classes of music-lôving Paris, but now 
degenerated into a resort for the low and vulgar, bas seen, 
dnriog the past week, audiences which must remind tbe 
m&nagement of its former days. CroquiffnoU XXFL is tbe 
title of a comic opéra, in one act, the libretto of whiob is by 
M. Lepine, private secretary of the Count de Momy. The 
gentleman' s position in society is far bigher than bis dn« 
matic power, if one can judge by Croquignole XSVL^ e 
tissue of absurdities which does not even possess the adTaa* 
tage of being ludicrous. The Count and Countess de Momy 
witnessed the pièce last night. Tbe young and, te me» 
beautiftd (although not considered eo in Paris) Counteas de 
Momy is looking thinner and pal^ tilian wben l hst mw 
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'hit, The deep mouming she wears for hex fatlier« eooM* 
biaed with a paleness occasioned hj a severe iUness wbiclit 
foUowed the birth of her laat cbild, has given this amiable 
Su8«iaiL prinoess a délicate look. Her style of beauty û 
vtteommoa. The large, sparkling black eye might belong 
ifi imy SpanisK seaora, wbile no Scottisb maiden ever twiaedi 
Imt enood over more glossy golden looks than those of ih^ 
Gbuntess de Momy. Her mouming prevents. her from goioi^ 
iito the numde this winter. 

On Sunday last the Ëmpress entertained a sélect circle of 
fiieiids at dinner ; in the evening the company, which tbea. 
mmbered about 150 persons, listened to the charming 
▼oioes of some of the most celebrated artistes now in the 
«qpital. Among the guests I observed many of our English 

lobility — the Marquis of M , aiso Lady Frances B — i^ 

Sbis lady intends to pass the winter in Paris, I undersIi^oiL 
%» first soirée given this winter in the diplomatie cirdo 
tiok place at the hôtel of the Austrian Ambassador, in th$ 
Qiartier St. Germain. Although the Emperor and Empress 
âd not honour the Prince and Princess Mettemich by their 
pes^ics, yet the bail was a most brilliant one, attended» 
ae it was, by ail the élite of Paris. As the hôtel of the 
Siglish Ambassador is now entirely finished, ail eyes were 
tiraed towards Lord Gowley in hopes of his Excelleney's 
foiowing the example of the Austrian Ambassador, aad 
gring a fine bail ; but the récent domestic affliction, in th0 
dath of the Dowager Lady Cowley, ?rill of course preyent 
tl». An English journal announced the arrivai in England. 
d Prince Napoléon. This is incorrect — ^the Prince is m 
Bris. 

A fire, which t^eatened at one time to be attended witii 
Mions résulta, took place last night in that portion of the 
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Palais Boyal occupied by the servants of the Prince Napo- 
léon. Two large rooms were completely devastated, in one 
of wldch was a large quantity of household linen. A detach- 
ment of 100 men of the régiment of the Gendarmerie de la 
Garde Impériale soon succeeded in getting the fire under. 
The ôre was occasioned by the négligence of a servant, ii 
leaving a lighted pipe on the floor of the room. Althoug'i 
the fîre was not at ail near the apartments of her Highness 
it is said that the Princess Clotilde was qnite ill froiL 
fright. It is rumoured that theîr Impérial Highnesses in* 
tend giving a most magnificentt fête before the end of this 
month. Prince Jérôme has no^ quite recovered from bis 
late dangerous iilness. 

The bonnets sent ont just now by our principal modistes 
are very beautiful. Although a due quantity of velvet ia 
intermingled to give a Januaiy look to thèse becoming 
objects of wearing apparel, the fonds are made so light and 
gracefiil as tp give one the idea of being blown togethei 
instead of being systematically sewn, and eut and trimmed 
as is undoubtedly the case. Gold acoms, chains, an< 
buckles are being extensively introduced into the trimming c 
bonnets ; of course» when I say gold, it is well understool 
that I allude to the métal which is made to represent golc 
I saw the Princess Mathilde with a handsome bonnet yes 
terday,/o«^ and curtain of white crape, covered entirely witl 
white blonde lace. Across the top of the bonnet wa 
placed a broad ribbon of black velvet, which in its tun 
was covered with white blonde, terminating on the lefb sid 
in a rosette of velvet and blonde, from the centre of whici 
îssued a gold chain, with two gold acoms. Inside trim 
ming : a bow of black velvet on the top of the head, witl 
another gold chain with acoms graoefully arrangea ^ to tb 
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left side, and rather low down in the tours de tête, a small 
red rose — ^white brides, I recommend ihis bonnet for toilette 
habillée. Another pretty style is the embroidered velvet; 
for instance, a bonnet of ^o«^i/^-coloured yelyet, embroi- 
dered with golden buttercups, is very handsome; a rîch 
bonnet for n^li^éîs made o£ black velvet, embroidered with 
violet or dark bine silk. A pretty bonnet for a young 
demoiselle is composed, the fond and curtain of dark blue 
velvet, the front portion of white qnilted silk or satin, a half 
wreath of dark blue velvet flowers across the head — white 
silk or dark blue strings ad libitum. The dresses eut, body 
and skirt, ail in one pièce — a sort of elongated basque are 
still in great vogae. They are veiy gracefol, and are qnali- 
fied to show off a round waist to great advantage. The 
attempt to bring in the tight sleeves with a small cuff has 
âdled. It does not give enough opportunity for the display 
of the beautifcd laces which render a dress so much more 
habillée than it would otherwise be. 

Last evening a grand concert was given at the Italiens ; 
the salle de spectacle was filled, but as there was a Court 
bail, of course the attendance was less numerous than woold 
hâve otherwise been the case. I did not stay during the 
whole performance, as I was anxious to get to the Tuileries. 
The concert was given by the celebrated Grerman composer, 
Sichard Wagner. This new corner belongs to the école 
réaliste^ and in ail his compositions one remarks an un- 
doubted originality. In Germany he has passionate ad- 
mirers, and the quarrels of thèse with his adversaries recall 
the struggle which took place at the end of the last oentury 
between the Piccinists and the Glûckists. M. Wagner has 
employed 200 choristes, and engaged the salle of the Italiens 
for thiee nights. He himself directs the orchestra and the 
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clflWiriT The muiie that we heurd last oigbt was weStf 
nagnificent, often imposing ; but I must confeas that wj 
aiteiition was distracted by the thoughts of the bail at tha 
Toileries. I am told that M. Wagner is wiUing eyea to 
iamir loss if tfaereby he may beoome known in Pturia. Ha 
faela that ail great artistes require the fiât of the dis(»îim- 
mling Farisiaa public ; for hère corne ail artists, one after 
tiie other, to confirm famé established elsewbere. 

From the 'Italiens we went to the Tuileries; the four 
laige saUea were filled to overflowing, and never hâve I seen 
in France a more briUiant assemblage than that ôf last night. 
Tke Empress looked most beautiful. She wore a dress com- 
poMd of pink tulle bouillonné, with a white ^«^-embroi- 
deied overskirt, embroidered with gold, looped up with large 
pink Toses ; coiffure of pink roses and diamonds. The Prin- 
oese Clotilde was not présent. Thé dancing did not cease 
tUl about half-past two ; their Majestieà retired at about one 
o'clock. 

The Grand Duchess of Baden, cousin to the Emperôr, is 
yefy dangerously ill. The Empress has weekly réceptions 
every Thursday ; last week her Majesty proposed dancing. 
Alaa ! there were but four gentlemen, and ail those of rather 
anadvanced âge for Terpsichorean delights; howerer, the 
Duo de MalakofiP, who, in spite of his gray hairs, is fond of 
daB<»ng, requested the honour of her Majesty 's hand for tha 
fint polka. The Empress graciously acceded, and the other 
panons followed suite, many ladies dancing ixygeiher faute éh 
emfaliers. Later in the evening other gentlemen came, but» 
as a singular fact, the Duc de Makkoff stiU was the beat and 
UKMt agile dancer présent. 

I must relate to you the particulars of an affair that hm 
aUnusted the attention of Parisian society as well as of those 
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Mniging io tfae press — I rnean tlie dud of M. Edmond 
Abmit. I do not wish to ioculcate a ksaon — far bom it| 
but I must assert that many of the " amari " whters of Um 
di^ fcffget the nobler uses of their witty pens to descend te 
mddnd personaJities, making thus but a médiocre use of Hm 
gifta that nature bas showered upon tbexa. For some tiae 
paat tbe majority ci tbe beauaf esprite of Paris bave beoft 
«KchangiDg sarcasms and calumnies, forgetting that it ia le 
eÊÊf a matter to outstep the the proper bouitdarîes, whioh 
eiases too often the sword or pistol to take the place of tha 
pen. M. Edmond About is certainly one of the most àUe 
ffmtidiffiiai^ttrë oi the pen, but ail must agrée that duriag 
tlie last year or so he bas taken' pains to rompre en vieièrt 
irikh ail bis fellow authors. He bas eyen abandoned tbe 
eamp where he gained ail bis victories, and bas launched hk 
•eirreiiomed shafts at friend and foe alike. The ooosequenoa 
via that sharp attacks drew forth bitter rejoinders, and tbi 
able satirist bas often been in danger of a serions quarrd» 
But the bow that is continually strung will at last break. A 
few days ago M. About defended the méthode de chant of M, 
Obéré against the articles of M. Vaudin, the editor of the 
newspaper Orphéon, who had attacked the méthode' Cheré. 
M. About was, of course, answered by Yaudin, and then M. 
About, in the /euUleton of the OpimUm National^ assarted that 
be would not attempt any discussion with a person that had 
been condemned to prison for defamation. M. Vaudin at 
once sent some of bis firiends to demand of M. About an 
apology. The latter refused to apologise, and also refused tO 
fight a duel with M. Vaudin, who had instructed bis iîienda 
to cJballenge About in ease he did not apologise. Tins was oft 
Sonday last. XJnfoitunatdy on Monday M. Vaudin entend 
làe Café Néapolitain on tbe Boulevard, and tkero be met IL 
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About. He breakfasted, and then, rising from his chair and 
going towards M. About, be inquired, " Do you lecognise 
xne P I am Vaudin." About replied by a gesture of contempt, 
and receîved at once a slap on the face. After this outrage, there 
was but one course left. He must figbt Vaudin. Two bours 
after About and Yaudin wereface to face, witb swordinhanâ. 
Alas ! thougb the pen is keen, the sword kills. M. About 
xeceived a thrust in the shoulder, and was forced to cease tlie 
combat. We now hear that the affair is not by any means 
ended. A second meeting is spoken of. The author of " La 
Question Eomaine," who is, of course, confined in his'rooms, 
receives the élite of Paris sodety. A long Une of briUiant 
équipages may at ail hours be seen before his door. Eue 
Laffitte, 49, M. About will no doubt remember with pleasuie 
a wound that bas proved to him how great is the sympathy 
felt hère for his talent. Let us hope that he will, in future, 
renounce personalities, and no longer dégrade his gifted pen 
by making it the abettor of pettly dislikes or rancunes. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 



Court Mouming for the Grand Duchess Stéphanie — ^Suspensioa 
of Court Amusements — ^Private Theatricals and Concerts 
the Rage— Eyents in the Musical World— Mons. and Mdme. 
Cabel. 

Paris, Saturday, Eebruaiy 4, 1860. 
The deatli «f the Grand Duchess of Baden has cast a gloom 
.upon the Impérial household» I hardly reoognised the Em- 
piess yesterday as she drove quickly past enyeloped in the 
^mbre garb of woe. The heavy dark folds are not beooming 



FH0T06AAFHS OF PASIS LIFE. 253 

^ to her, it reminds one of a lovely flower seen at night ; the 

niç gloom hides tlie beauty which you feel is there. An irresistî- 

qr; ble wiflh to see the flower with the silailing sun playing upon 

bel! its petals cornes over you — ^and so with Eugénie. Her radiant 

)]S face should hâve naught but radiant colours about it ; she is 

too beautiful to be sad. The démise of Stéphanie de Bade 
will, of course, put an end to the festivities at the Court ; in 
fact, a week before the death of her Impérial Highness the 
réceptions, dinners, beds intimes had ceased. The fête which 
should hâve taken place on Monday at the résidence of Prince 
Napoléon in the Avenue Montaigne, in célébration of the first 
anniversaiy of his marriage, was postponed. A grand bail, 
l which was to hâve taken place at the Hôtel de Ville has been 

remis to the 7th of this month. In fact, for ail persons fond 
of gaiety and having the entrée at Court, this death will cause 
regret ; to those intimately related to the amiable adopted 
daughter of Napoléon I., the grief will be sincère and heartfelt ; 
but to those who do not feel the woe, but are obliged to bear 
the conséquences, it is trying. XJp to the présent time there 
hâve been comparatively very few balls even among private 
individuals. The rage seems rather to be the comédie de 
salon, or soirée musicale. Both are very amusing, though I 
must say that the former is infinitely préférable when the 
actors and actresses are professional and not private indi* 
viduals. This seeing some of Shakespeare's or Molière's 
heroes performed by some awkward duke or marquis, or 
Ustening for two hours to Madame the Countess of So-and« 
So's rendering of Phèdre, is anything but amusing. On the 
whole, the soirée musicale is a better entertainment ; there you 
hear artists professional, and sometimes very oelebrated. 

The Countess de C. offered us a few nights since a most 
délectable treat of this sort. None but artistes of the first 
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iilent plajed, while one performer, a pianist, eleotrifîed tike* 
flompany with hia exquisite rendiHon of seyeral most difBcoU 
morceaux — among others, Beethoyen'a " Grand Sonata in B 
flat/' Lisst's "Cantique d'Amours," and the ''Hangaristi 
National Maroh." Hans von Bulow is pianist to the Kiag 
é[ Prussia, and is conseqnently well known in that conntij; 
thongh I think his concert last Friday in the Salle Pleyel was 
Us first appearanoe in Paris. His Jeu remiuds one of tke 
ftmed Thalberg ; tliongh many amateurs consider him snpcfkxr 
in passion and feeling, it is in the rapid and délicate passages 
that he excels. M. Bulow intends, I believe, visiting London, 
irhen you will hâve an opportunity of judging for yourselvas. 
The Salle Erard, wbich haa just been completed, was inangm- 
tated Inst night by a concert given by the Messieurs Binfield. 
Thèse talented artistes gave for the fîrst time some of thefar 
fterious compositions, which were much admired. The ex- 
qnisite fanlaisiey " The soldi'er's dream," was given with gMit 
fire aud energy by the three brothers. The prima donna of the 
avening was Mdlle. Falconi ; this artiste, although well known 
in Paris as a singer of a very pure school, quite astonished 
ilie auditory by the.delicacy, flexibility, and force of her voiea. 
Her reiuleriiig of the Agnua Bei was very mnch admiitd, 
while her variations on Tyrolean airscomposed by herself was 
naiversally re-demanded. Mdlle. Falconi is cantatrice to the 
Grand Ducal Court of Saxe-Coburg. Richard Wagner's 
«econd grand concert has taken place at the Italian Opéra- 
bouse. This composer is creating quite a furore in Paris, 
althoujrhnothing to compare to the excitement that is feltin 
regard to his compositions in Germany. One enthusiaatic 
indivi lual has phicpd, it is said, his large fortune entirely at 
the (lispc^d of M. Wagner, determined to drain his cofFers, if 
leœsaary, so as to establish the famé of his favourite composer» 
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M. Wagner intends, on dit, to bring to Paris nezt spring a 
wbole Company of singers, comprising the best talent in 
Gtennany, and put bis opéras on the stage of the Italiens in 
a ^tyle of magnificence heretofore unsurpassed. Withoat 
entering into a discussion in regard to the grandeur of M. 
Wagner's compositions, and the conséquent incompleteness of 
our hitherto worshipped musical composers, I will say that I 
was struck with the efuemble and perfect rendering of the 
ohorosses by the pupils of the Conservatoire, maie and femak. 
I obseryed that some of the former had a small band of en- 
broidery on their ooat collars in contradistinction to the rast. 
I asked the meaning of this, and was told that they weie 
yoimg men of the small towns of France found to possaas 
good yoices, and who were sent and kept in Paris at the ex- 
pense of their town, for the purpose of getting the benefit of 
the mnsical éducation given at the Conservatoire. Thia ig 
lEept up until the pupil has appeared, and sees a prospect of 
gaining his livelihood through the médium of the talent whioh 
has been brought out by the means above mentioned. Thia 
rôle applies also to young women, but their distinguishing 
omament (a small brooch) was so small as to pass almost unr 
Aotioed. Truly, genius and heaven-bom gifts are brought ont 
in this coumtry in a most careful way. How grateful should 
those people be for the benefits they receive ! The subscrip- 
tion raised for the relief of Mdlle. Trochu, great grand- 
danghter of Bacine, the celebrated Frenoh writer, has alread|^ 
teached the sum of 25,000f. The gênerai belief is, that thia 
yoang lady is the last descendant of the great poet, but it ia 
soi 80. A writing master at the Collège of Saint Denis haa 
proved that his three daughters bear the same relationship to 
Badne as Mdlle. Trochu does. This young lady is to be 
^aœd in a convent at Blois, and educated at the expense of 
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the Society of Dramatic Authors. The Emperor and Empress 
subscribed liberally thernselves, and caused the name of the 
Prince Impérial to be placed on Mdlle. Trochu's list for 
l,000f. 

On Saturday last, as the Empress's carrîage was proceeding 
at a fast trot in the Avenue de Tlmpératrice, a woman, holding 
a young child in her arms, threw herself bet^veen the horse of the 
écuyer and the carriage, for the purpose of presenting a 
pétition to her Majesty. Both woman and child were over- 
thrown. The Empress caused the carriage to be stopped» and 
kindly retumed to the spot to see if the accident had been a 
fatal one. Eortunately, neither one nor the other had been 
injured. The Empress continued her ride, after leaving sab- 
stantial marks of her sympathy with the woman) who certainly 
had committed an unpardonable imprudence in thus throw- 
ing herself almost under the wheels of the carriage. Con- 
stant information is given to thèse people that anyone 
desiring to présent a pétition may be sure of its meeting 
with serions attention if left at the gâte of the Palace. 

A case which, from the names of the parties ooncemed in 
it, will undoubtedly attract gênerai attention, has just been 
submitted to the Civil Tribunal. M. Cabel, the husband of 
1;he favourite singer, Marie Cabel, the i^ell-known and 
original Dinorah^ has brought an action agoinst M. Boqne- 
plan, the manager of the Opéra Comique, and his wifc, to 
hâve the latter's salaiy paid over into his (Cabers) hands. It 
has long been awell-known fact that the duo between M. and 
Madame Cabel was not so melodious or so nicely haimonised 
as the one in the last act of the Pardon de Pîoërmel; but M. 
Cabel was snpposed to hâve received a pecuniaiy rémunéra- 
tion in retum for an authorisation in writing to his wife to 
^x>ntract any engagement she pleased, and to reoeive per- 
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8onally hsr salary. It also appeared tliat M. Gabd had 
offered to forego his intention of snbmitting the case to the 
Court if Madame Cabel would consent to pay him the snm o£ 
100,00 Of. This she refiised, and hence the action, which 
was rejected, the tribunal authorîsing Madame Cabel to con- 
tinue to receive her salaiy, and condemning M. Cabel to pay 
the costs. Many curions drcmnstances came out in the 
course of the trial. The fact of Madame Cabel having 
removed her fumiture to the hôtel of a foreign Ambassador, 
where, the hôtel being neutral ground, it was safe firom the 
hands of her husband; also the fact of this singer (who 
cannot be placed in the first rank in her profession, almost 
her whole theatrical career having been passed at the Opéra 
Comique), having in ten years' time eamed the large sum of 
600,000f., caused some astonishment. Universal sympathy 
was with Madame Cabel, who, besides being a most pleasing 
singer, lives in a modest and retired manner under the pro- 
tection of her mother. 

The méthode Chevë, a style of musical instruction which 
owes a portion of its renown to the fact of ils being the 
o^ginàl cause of the duel between M. About and M. Yaudîn, 
has just been adopted in Bussia. M. Chevé has been officially 
informed of this fact by Count SoUohut, Chamberlain to the 
Emperor Alexander II., and has been invited to visit Bussia 
next spring to organise classes there as in France. 

I had the pleasure a few days ago of examining a most 
beautifol book, which is certainly a ehef-â^ œuvre of its kind ; 
it was piinted expressly for the Emperor, and is the only copy 
extant. It is the offering of a man of good taste to a Sove- 
reign well able to appredate such a production. It is called 
the *' Botanical Dictionaiy of Jean Jacques Bousseau." At 
the end of the volume is a magnificent group of original 
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Afffirings in wtter oolon», painied on paicluneiit b j Se^Mié. 
Wnscf one knows who Bedonté was ; he died twenty ytMS 
ago in lu» eightietli year, wità the merited leputadon of 
Mog tlie finrt flower painier aft^ Vanhaysimi, wliaae ooiii« 
paAriot he was. The engraTings from hia works an neaây 
m «luable as the original paintinga ; and I do not think theva 
ia a Mbrary in London that dœs not posseas hia ** 71on 
!BoieaIis Ammcana/' or his " Ffere de Nwrane." Tlie wofk 
tint liaa jiiat been presented to the Empeiror, and whidi Vas 
been examined with the most lively inteiest by fa^r Mi^eaty the 
Impresa, représente eyery flower that bas been so poeticallf 
èeaenbed by Jean Jacques Bonsseau. The brosh of Redouté 
was alone woitfay to oompete with the pen of the author of 
** Emile/* On the first page is a yellow liiy of the mort 
unrrrailed bloom; next oomes a hyacinth; then a ehiysan» 
fteramn» and each petal bas an appearance of reality thaï 
Ifature haself could not surpass ; next, fimits o( ajl desci^ 
lions, and trees. Each of thèse pages, sîgned by the aniJior, 
» worth l,000f., and I counted thirfcy. I was afiraid 
lo open this book, afraid almost of withering thoso 
beantifuL flowers ; and when I had seen and^ admired afi, 
I feît that one might sometimes envy the lot of princes ; 
Ibr if fortune does not always préserve them from the 
sOffiBrings that are the common lot of mortals, she at leaat 
areserves them great joys. Few of thèse, in my opinion, wonld 
bc comparable to the pleasure oî possessing this Dictionaiy of 
Sonsseatl, illustrated by Eedouté, the united productiim of 
two great but widely diffèrent geniuses. But I enry nothing^. 
Tbia book will be well placed in the lîbrary of Napoléon HT. 
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LETTEB XXXIX. 

txijuio Napoleon's Fête — Réception by Ministers of State-r-The 
Princess Mettemich — ^Prince Edgar Ney's Masked Bail — 
The Procession of the "Bœuf Gras "—The War of Crinoliiie 
— ^Paris Improvements. 

;Paris, Saturday, February 18, 1860. 
Tbb ''gay oapital'' desenres its name this week. The tom*- 
porary lull ia festivities has been foUowed by a great réaction- 
The Ministers of Marine, of Public Works, of Commerce 
and of War bave successively thrown open tbeir salons to the 
flUe of Paris, and the fête of the day, that given by the 
Pxinoe Napoléon, which was indefînitely postponed on account 
0f the death of his Impérial relative, has at length takeu 
phice. Only three hundred invitations were sent out, and 
among the first to arrive were their Majesties the Emperor 
and Empress. The entertainment commenced with two 
•'proverbes " performed by the artistes of the Français. Got 
«nd Madeleine Brohan were especially complimented by their 
Mfgesties upon the excellent manner in which they had per- 
formed their separate rôles. After this, the Impérial visitera 
opened the bail by dancing a quadrille d^honneur, The 
Simpress danced with Prince Mettemich, the Emperor with 
ihe Princess ClotHde. Dancing did not terminate till three 
in the morning, the Emperor and Empress retiring about 
lialf-past one. The house or villa in which this fêie was 
given ia situated in the Avenue Montaigne. It is built after 
a model found in the ruins of Herculaneum, and the Boman 
«tyle ia preserved in ail the décorations, both inside and ont. 
The inscriptions which the ancient Eomans were so fond of 

s 2 
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wriiing over tbeir doors bave been carefblly and skilfblly 
imitated. His Impérial Higbness bas never Hred in this 
honse, and ihefHe just given may be called thé inaugoration 
of this beautiful mansion. This soirée took place on Tuesday. 
On the same evening two of the Ministers threw open 
their salona, the Minister of Public Instruction, and the 
Minister of Commerce. Both of thèse soirées dansantes were 
extremely briUiant. The hôtel of the Minister of AgricultTire 
and Commerce has been recently decorated, and the principal 
dancing hall presented a fairy-like coup éTail, fiUed as it was 
with exotics of the choicest descriptions. The ladies seemed 
to hâve raised the war cry as to who should hâve the most 
beautiful toilette, and the conséquence was that their dresses, 
combined with the fine display of diamonds, gave to the 
aiready dazzling scène an immense éclat. The lîoness d 
the season is undoubtedly the Princess Metternich, and she 
was at this bail remarkable by the beauty of her toilette. 
Tlie princess is not pretty, but those persons intimate with 
her déclare that she is attractive by her wit and ever-ready 
repartec. Madame Eouher played the hostess with that 
charm which characterizes her. The company, althongh 
BO largo in number, was quite sélect, and this fact contribated 
greatly to the pleasure of the baU. I cannot enumerate the 
grand dinners, small balls, and fêtes. oî ail descriptions which 
hâve takou place during the week ; ail our political celebrities, 
Count de Momy, M. de Thouvenel, M. Baroche — ail havc 
received and been received. Everyone has profited by the 
last week before Lent ; but a few more days, and fasting and 
prayer, constant and uninterrupted, will take the place, to ail 
good Catholics, of the briUiant fêtes which they hâve been 
atteuding. 

The evening following Prince Napoleon's fête a grand 
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Inasked bail took place at the résidence of Prince Edgar Ney. 
The scène was such as can never, be found except among the 
French ; it is not customaiy to mention the names of persons 
[jà supposed to be at masked balls, but I may state that a 

^^x beautitul Scottish maiden, leaning on the arm of a yeiy sedate 

jtj]( Pierrot, seemed to put her little feet to the ground as though 

they had been used to mount tlie steps of a throne rather 
than to dancing indiscrimiately with whoever solicited the plea- 
sure of her hand. At midnight the masks were remoyed, 
but the august Pierrot and the tender Scottish maid had dis- 
appeared. " Momin^'s ruddy beams tinted the eastem sky " 
ère the assemblage at thischarming/^^tf dispersed. 

But thèse are ail the amusements of the noble and the 
wealthy. I will now speak of a ceremony which is about to 
take place, and which interests far more the great mass of the 
people than those I hâve mentioned above. I refer to the 
;^ procession of the JBœi^ Gras, which takes place to-morrow 
and the two following days. This ceremony dates back for 
^^ centuries, and was formerly a yery gorgeous and imposing 

asii^^ afFair; now it has degenerated into a mère name. The 

^^ ceremony consists in a fine ox being plaoed in a cart, and led 

lan)' by "Druids *' to the place of slaughter, the said "Druids " 

ict'^'' beingno other than the butcber boys, who the next moming, 

eflû^ ' their laurels and âowing robe being doffed, serve out beef- 
rip^ steaks and other tit-bits to the admiring crowd. What a 

icsl^ matter-of-£ftct âge wc live in ! There was a time when the 
)cbH^ young men in whose veins coursed quietly the gentlest 1)lood 
iroâ^' in France were but too happy to take part in the procession 
od^ o( the Bosuf Gras; and many a noble dame now tells her 
jep^ wondering grandchildren that it was mounted on his fieiy 
[ley '^ flteed, and wearing the gorgeous costume of the ancient times, 
that their departed ancestor caught her fanoy» and eventaaily 
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Bonght and won her hand. Now the monnted knights ^ 
load and directed the procession are, at best, liired wdfes 
mimeraries from tbe lower théâtres, and the badness of yoUtt 
breakfast this moming is accounted for by seeing Mario, 
your cook, in a chariot draipm by eigkt boraes, personatîng 
one of tbe three Grâces. Snrely it is time this absurd pvoeea* 
sion, which bas no other resuit than that of coUecting a crcmû 
of pa-sons in the street, should cease ; it is no longer compatible 
with the présent manners and customs, while the blowing «f 
the boms and the lond shouts of the boys that run after tbft 
procession are, to «ay the least, a most disagreeable affair. 

The weather bas been so bad during the last fortnight thaï 
no toilette except the most simple can be wom. Bnt the 
iadies, en revanche, dress at balls to the most extravagant 
extent. Mdlle. Evrazzns, a Mexican beauty and heiress, baB 
joined the Princess Metteniich's army against crinoline. 
But I do net doubt that both ladies will before long retum to 
the despised and abused article, for, as both are tall and rather 
ihin, they need its aid to give them a becoming emhonpomf» 
I hear of some magnificent and novel costumes, to be woAi 
at the grand bail which takes place at the Tuileries, te» 
morrow night. Thèse I shall notice in my next lelter. 

Permit me at présent to say a few words on the subjeot 
of Paris itself, where improvements and embellishments aie 
every day progressing. Streets are being enlarged as if by 
magie, new roads are in course of formation, and boulevarda 
are being luid down with a rapidity truly marvellous. The 
honses built in thèse new localities are upon the grandes! 
scale ; they are, in fact, palaces aud hôtels, and, for the mxak 
part, their style of architecture is admirable for its faappy 
oombination of originality and good taste. While on titt 
sul^ect of Palaces, bowever, and to eut short this aperm 
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of the iB|irOT6d ImUding airangements of Paris, I mort vat 
obA to mention the tbree snperb hôtels whioh hâve jnstlMais 
«OBStracted in the Eanbonrg St. Honoré. The fortoate 
pfoptîttton of thèse magnifioent résidences are M. AjohiUa 
¥ù\M, the Minister, M. Louis Fould, and their aîaUi^ 
Madame Furtado. The mandon of M. Achille Fonld ofHos 
xqpon the Eue Ettubourg 8L Honoré itself . The plans of te 
bnidnig wese desdgned in ^ puiest architectural taate bf 
M. Fefiiel. To give you an idea of the style in which the 
décorations of this noble mansion hâve been executed, it will 
be sufficient to say that the omamental paintings of the saUe 
è mtmger are îtoui the pendis oi artists no less oelebrated 
than Appert and Grodefroy. The designs are principally 
birds and flowers, tiie paintings in the salon are by Baudrj 
and Mareschal. M. Labrouste has directed the construction 
of the hôtel of M. Louis Fould, Bue de Berri. This édifice 
is built in the style prévalent during Louis XIU/s periol» 
It is remarkable for the chaste simplicity of its exierior and 
înterior deoxrations. There are no paintings, but a magnifiesHt 
gallery cootains a prioeless collection of coins, medals tmà, 
enamds. The new hôtel Furtado is built in the Eut éi 
Valois du Eonle. The interior embelHshments are not yet 
finished, but in a few days the légion of artists who hâve «• 
kmg been employed thefe will hâve conduded their laboïKi» 
Amongthose enga^ed I may mention MM. Convens and 
Nolau, the oelebrated deoorators of the Opera-house. Faostin 
B^son, who painted the much-admired oeiling of the bed* 
ehamber of the Eupress, has painted the oeiling of the êtMê À 
manger and of the bail room. The décorations of the «avi* 
room bave been executed by Petit. The décorative paintâqpi 
on the ceilrng and panelings of a charmîng boudoir ïam^ 
been confided to Levy. This boudoir is ako onuuMBtei 
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witii the ricliest silk bangings, embroideied in China. The 
entire airangements of this hôtel are in the style of Louis XTV. 
I must net forget to mention the salon de famiUe, It is 
jemarkable for two paintings by Levy ; one of themrepresents 
the Four Ages of Man, the other represents the Genina of the 
Arts and Scienoes. Luxury and exqnisite taste, in faet, are 
everywhere blended; it is said that Madame Furtado bas greatly 
interestedherself in the supervision of ail the arrangements. 



LETTER XL. 



Conclusion of the "Bœuf-Gras" Fêtes— "L'Amour" in trouble 
— Bon Mot by the Empress — Fancy Dress Bail at M. 
Fould's — ^Bal Costumé and Masqué at General Fleury*8 — 
Bail at the Tuileries — The Empress and Prîncess Clotilde. 
Paris Saturday, February 25, 1860. 
That inconstant and unaccommodating personage, the 
" clerk of the weather," bas at length taken pity upon the 
poor deluged inhabitants of Paris, and has permitted bis 
glorions majesty the sun to shine out once more in ail bis 
accustomed splendour. The immédiate conséquence of this 
is, that the lesser luminaries, the ladies, bave immediately 
followed suite, and yesterday and to-day bave left their 
cairiages at the Place de la Concorde, to promenade the 
Champs Elysées in ail the glory of velvet dresses and 
Eussiau furs. A stranger entering Paris to-day would really 
leoognîse the city of pleasures, so renowned in history and 
m fashionable novels for the salubrity and cheerfulness of the 
irinter dimate, and the gay and brilliant scènes in the 
juahionable promenades. The Carniyal at Paris was once as 
celebrated as that of Bome, and, as far as regards brillianc^ 
of priyatey^, it is still what it was indays of yore. 
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The last day's promenade of the Bœuf-Gras took place 
on Tuesday. At one o'clock the cavalcade entered the 
palace gâtes, and at almost the same moment theîr M^jesties; 
wîth the little Prince, appeared on the balcony. After the 
knights, druids, and others had received, by order of the 
Emperor, copions draughts of good red wine, the poor little 
red-nosed, shivering child who personated L^ Amour, and who 
was perched upon a sort of revolving pedestal, on the top of 
the chariot, was taken dowu, and had the honour of being 
escorted into the présence of their Majesties. Long and 
ioud were the shouts of the assembled crowd outside, among 
the foremost of whom was to be seen a woman, who 
triumphantly dedared she was V Amour' 9 mother. After a 
few moments delay, V Amour re-appeared, being carried in 
the arms of one of the Emperor's officiers dWdonnance, and 
replaced in the chariot ; the little red, swoUen hands grasped 
tightly as huge a quantity as possible of Eoissier's beat 
bonbons, while about his neck and shoulders a nice wann 
tartan had been placed by the hands of the Empress. Her 
Migesty told the Emperor (who suggested that the shawl would 
detract firom the otherwise allegorical costume of the child) that 
** Vamour should never be allowed to grow cold," a very good 
bon mot by the way; but her Majesty's wit and power of 
rep$a*tee are well known. On the boulevards, poor L'Amour 
escaped from what might hâve been a dreadful accident. In 
some unexplained manner the Boman chariot took fire; 
L'Amour, intent on discussing his bonbons, and perhapa 
aware that he was impervious to flames, did not perceive it 
and was only aroused to a consciousness of danger by being 
dragged down in a most unpoetical manner from his éléva- 
tion. The fire was soon extinguished, but the promenade 
ended most ignominiously. 
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i hare tkree fine baUs to mention ibis week, after «ioci^. 
lAtîl the mi-Oairême, I shall lur?e none to cbronide. Os 
S»turday a grand faney dress bail ai M. Fonld's. Prias» 
Napoléon and Prince Metternich were, either bj accident or 
design, dresaed almost alike, in the Andalonx costume of tiM 
18th centuiy ; Count de Nieuwerkerke appeared in a Heaiy 
r?. costume, got up with admirable exactitude ; the Prinees 
Clotilde appeared as a Qenoese girl of the 17th centurj; 
the Princess Metternich, a striking black and white domiao; 
wnà the Princess Matbilde and the young Princess Àaam 
Murât as marquises in the reîgn of Louis XY. Altogether 
the bail was a fine one. 

In point of splendid décorations and magnifieent 
costumes, this bail was far edipsed by the one given bj 
General Pleury on Monday. This bnll was costumé and 
masqué, and this last fact gave an éclat to the ceremony 
larely seen even in Paris. The Emperor and Empress wcm 
présent, though they kept closely masked till snpper. Bis 
Majesty wore a most beeoming costume of a Kabyle chie^ 
aad the Empress a cbarming rose-coloured domino. ÈSk 
the other costumes were of great beauty aud richness, and 
showed tbe good taste of the persons who wore them. The 
dancing was performed to the mellifluous strains of Strauss^s 
band, the well-known composer having written some delightfill 
iraltzes and polkas for the occasion. The orchestra wor» 
eostumes of Marquis sous Louis Quinze, composed of piidc 
iîlk : while Strauss himself, in knee breeches and with 
powdered hair, according to the period, was literally blaxing^ 
with the diamonds and other precious stones he has receiTel 
iirom the différent Sovereigns of Europe before whom he hft» 
had the honour of performing. During tbe whole night, aiiA 
at différent iutervals, the Sonneurs des Chasses ImfémilBS^ 
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wbo mm plaeed in the oonrlyaids before and behmd thr 
danciDg halls, made the air heavy with tbe inspiriting melodf tf 
tMr ¥ugle harnB, and executed a groat number of the fine 
warlik«/âM|fare9. The supper-room presented a magnifieenfc 
CÊfÊ^ é'mil. The tables were groaning with tbe weight of ' 
ioxnries ; péU^ de foie graa^ dinde ifruffie^ Champagne — îâ 
ftust, ererything that Gheyet's fertile brain could inTent-^-» 
were there ; but the appetites were umisually ferociom, of 
Ohefet's calculations were at faolt, for there was not enon^ 
fspper, and at four o'dôck in the moming some unofEeading 
ehwrtutMTn were aronsed firom their slumbers and snmmoned 
to bring forth ail their stocks of cold chickens and veal pies. 
On Sunday night took place the bail at the Tuileries. 
I, of conrse, recognising the fhll responsibility which ngf 
aaime involyes, was obliged to go; and I was relieved by 
aeeing a great number of our English notabilities présent. X 
aolemnly avow I did not danoe till past twelve. The Empresa 
wore a dress at once peculiar and beautiful. Oyer the 
fioniliar skirt of tulle bouillonna was thrown a short upper 
skirt of white watered silk, festooned up on both eides wUh 
wide bands of black velvet, embroidered with gold. Upon 
her head was plaeed a high crown of polished gold, upon 
which was imprinted in black enamel some Egyptian hiero- 
glyphics. There was a necklace and bracelets to match. 
The Princess Clotilde was présent. Her Impérial Highness 
18 far from pretty, but a dijstinguished French political 
economist speaking of her at the bail, declared he considered 
her the most extraordinarily endowed lady in Europe. She 
speaks fiuently five languages, and is a thorough Greek and 
Latin soholar ; is well aoquainted with the works of ail the 
andent and modem poets, and is particularly fond of quoting 
HiAkspeare. Her charaoter, ia spite of her extrême youth» 
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is veiy firm — ^this her face indicates. The Empress is very 
fond of her young relative. 

A pleasing incident occurred at the last bail at Court. 
À handsome young artilleryman (French), haying but one 
arm, was ineffectually striying to buckle on his sword-belt. 
An English officer standing by smilingly came to his aid, 
and while the two sons of Mars were thus occnpied the 
Emperor passed. Of course the beit was dropped, and, eyes 
fixed and hands down, our young heroes saluted the Emperor. 
His Majesty bowed graciously to the Englishmau, and then 
saidto the Frenchman, "Where did you lose your arm?" 
" At Solferino, Sire," was the reply. " Hâve you had no 
récompense?" "None, Sire." Send me your name to- 
morrow, and if your services hâve been honourable you shall 
hâve the cross of the Légion of Honour." His Majeety 
passed on, and I saw the young Englishman, who had so 
kindly performed the office of femme de chambre to the 
other, shaking hands and congratulating the Frenchman with 
great warmth. Yalour always meets with sympathy in 
valorous hearts. 



LETTER XLI. 



Opening of the Législative Session — ^Enthusiasm of the People — 
Lenten Entertainments — ''Puas in Boots" at the late Bail 
given by Greneral Fleury — ^Love and War in the Balance, 
and Terrible Résolve of the Ladies of Paris. 

Paris, Saturday, March 3, 1860. 
The fine hall, in which the ceremony of the opening of the 
Législative Session by the Emperor in person took pkce, is 
in the new portion of the Palace of the Louvre, which was 
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inaugnrated last year on the oceasion of ibis same anniver-* 
sary oeremony. Sincè then it bas been much adomed, many 
of the omaments, wfaich weie then only temporaiy, having 
been beantifiilly executed according to the original design. 
At the lower extremity of the hall was the throne chair for 
the Emperor, placed upon a platfonn elevated by some dozen 
steps from the floor. The platform as well as the steps was 
entirely carpetted with red yelvet, and over the throne chair, 
was draped, something in the style of a warrior's tent, the 
same rich material entirely studded with golden bées. To 
the right of the Emperor was a seat for Prince Napoléon^ 
and one for Prince Jérôme ; to the left, others for the three 
Princes of the Murât family. On the right hand of the 
Throne was a raîsed estrade for the Empress, with seats to 
her right and left for the Princesses of the Impérial Family. 
A gallery running the entire length of the hall was filled with 
beantifully dressed ladies, while the parterre was occupied by 
the Coundl of State, the senators, deputies, clergy, prefects, 
&c. At twelye o'clock not an empty place was to be seen in 
the hall, except those reserved for the Impérial Family, and 
at one o'dock predsely the Empress was announced, and her 
Majesty entered foUowed by the Princesses Glotilde» Mathildey 
and Murât, and by the great offîcers of the Empress's house- 
hold, the grand mistress, the ladies of honour, and the ladies 
of the palace on duty that day. The Empress wore a simple 
and most becoming toilette — a dress of pale grey moire 
antique, with two skirts, the upper one trimmed up the aides 
with yiolet-coloured velvet. A large shawl of black Chan* 
tiUy lace, a white bonnet, trimmed across the top inside with 
a black velvet rouleau, in the centre of which, and almost 
reposing on the forehead, was a small diamond star. No 
trimming whatever on the outside of the bonnet. The Prin- 



tf FSOIOGBAyHS 03P IPAKIB UWM. 



1 Clotilde wofe a pale bine silk, witli ftounoeB haUiray np 
ik» aldrts ; a white Brussds sliawl, aad a wh>te orape hova^à 
Irâmed inside and out with blae feathere, curtain and stringv 
of bliie taffetas. The Fnncess Mathilde wore a very lioh 
toilette, but a most unbecoming one on aooount of the ^uaa» 
Iky of bigb oolours wbich composed it. A dress of mauve 
satin, an orange-coloured cachmere embroidered with gokl, 
white bonnet. Princess Murât a grey satin dress and bonnet 
to match. The ladies of honour ranged themselves behiad 
the Impérial Family, the Fzincess d'Essling standing imme- 
diately behind the Ëmpress's chair. At a little paat one 
eue o'dock an offioer of the cérémonies announced the Em* 
peror, and the whole assembly rose, while from the large 
door opposite the throne his Majesty's cortège entered, while 
ihe camion of the Invalides announced to those assembled 
Otttside the arrivai of his Majesty. 'Loud cries of ''Vive 
l'Empereur," " Vive l'Impératrice, " resounded through the 
baU; the Emperor ascended the throne, Prince Napoléon sitting 
en his right. Prince Jérôme was not présent, being still ill, 
The Grand Master of the Cérémonies then requested ail to 
to be aeated, and the Emperor read, in a very distinct voioe, tke 
speech which, long ère this, you hâve laid before your readers. 
After the speech, the Minister of State received the oaths of 
dlegiance to the Emperor of the new members of the Légis- 
lative Body, and the Emperor rose and left the hall amidet 
cries of " Vive l'Empereur," " Vive la dynastie Napoléo- 
nienne." A sainte of artillery announced that the ceremony 
hèà terminated. 

If the scène inside the Salle des Etats was briliiant, 
eomprising as it did ail the power, wealth, rank, and beauty of 
Taris, the eoi^ d'éeU outside was hardly less striking. The 
moL ahone forth most gorgeoualy, whik ail along that mosl 
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pùAoreBqae street, the Eue de Bivoli» were «asembled the gi^ 
a»d happy French working people. Nursemaids wiih the^ 
yieoioua charges, pretty little children, griseùées, street vendori 
«f ail kinds— in fact, from the gâte of the Palace to the Place de 
la Concorde was to be seen a happy, laughing, gay, contented 
kmnan mass ; the fine state-carriages of the diffèrent ambas* 
tadors (perhaps the grandest of thèse is the beautiful équipage 
of Lord Cowley) roUing quickly along the smooth street» 
gave infinité pleasure to thèse people : and when about half 
m hour later the Empress came ont to take her aflemoon 
drive, their enthusîasm and glee knew no bounds. As that 
gmceful head indined slowly in response to the acclamations 
siany was the wish that went up for her welfare ; I thoughl 
ikat if her Majesty could hear the quiet praises of the people» 
it would please her even more than the loud shouts. The 
!French people think the Empress the very personification of 
ail that is good and noble in a woman, and her private and 
unostentatious manner of giving charities has made a gréait 
impression upon them. 

In spite of Lent, Paris is very gay ; although no invita^ 
tions are issued for baUs or even dancing parties, our fashion- 
ables are giving musical soirées, private theatricals, &c., which 
generally terminate in dancing. A veiy fashionable amuse* 
ment this year is a sort of theatrical entertainment, which 
cannot exactly be called private theatricals, as those who 
perform are professionals, regularly cngaged for the evening, 
It is hardly necessary to say that Bressant, Got, Mmes, 
Plessy and Brohan are greatly in demand for this style of 
entertainment, the quiet and élégant school of the actors of 
fhe Français being well suited for drawing-roon entertain* 
aienta. 

In a former letteir I spoke of a brilliant bail givea by 
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General Fleury last week. Want of space obliged me to omit 
8ome interesting détails, wbicli may yet be mentioned. The 
final cotillion was led off by the Princess Clotilde, who wore 
a most becoming costume as AmphytriiCy déesse des ondes, The 
Princess Mathilde appeared as an Indian queen. ThePrinoess 
Mettemich wore a splendid Louis XV. costume, quite covered 
with diamonds. The young Gount de Choiseul, was dressed 
as a lady of the reign of Louis XV. He remained masked till 
supper, and caused great amusement byhis«jp»nïi^Z and lody- 
like conversation. One of the great features of the evening 
was a character quadrille, the pcrsons dancing ail personating 
fairy-tale celebrities. The Countess de Vie was dressed as 
Puss-in-boots. I can assure your lady readers that it was not 
an unbecoming costume. Large bucket topboots, large 
trousers trimmed with swan's-down, jacket of cat's-skin, and 
a sort of cat's-head reposing on her forehéad. What was ex- 
tremely amusing was the verve with which the gaests kept up 
the character they were representing. I observed that eveiy- 
body was announced by the name of his character. One 
young lady, whose name I did not leam, personated snow ; 
her costume was perfect and very becoming. I thought if 
the snow which had caused so much sufferîng to Captain 
M'Clintock and his gallant crew had taken the form which 
this young lady gave it, the gallant knight would never hâve 
retumed to us from those bleak régions. 

We are now in the midst of great political agitation, 
àpopos of which I must let you into a great secret. A péti- 
tion of a most peculiar kind is soon to be presented to her 
Majesty the Empress of the Erench. For some time past the 
ladies hâve perceived a great falling off op the part of the 
stemer sex in their gallantry; politics hâve become of.sa 
engrossing a nature that the gentlemen seem disposed to 
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forego those petits soins so essential to the fair sex, and at ré- 
unions, or even balls, they crowd together, forgetting the la- 
dies, and only intent upon ascertaining what the Pope will do, 
whether the annexation will take place, &c. One hears confused 
murmurs. Excommunication, Austro-Eussian alliance, Savoy, 
Nice, Garibaldi, Volunteer Movement, are words that arrive 
indistinctly to our ears ; instead of, lovely coiflFure ! beautiful 
toillette ! what grâce 1 splendid eyes ! and other such phrases, 
so welcome to ladies. But this is not the worst phase of the 
great political préoccupation that I refer to. The want of 
compliment could be borne, but alas ! the gentlemen, usually 
so attentive, so empressé the moment the music begins, now go 
on talking politics even during the playing by Strauss's band 
of the most dansant polka ; and although the quick, lively 
detw temps does seem to recall the recréant knights to a sensé 
of what the ladies are there for, they mutter as they quickly 
glide over the waxed floors — Cavour's circular! M. de 
Thouvenel's despatch ! — while some of them, more absent- 
minded than the rest, inquire with visible anxiety, " Oroyes^ 
vous. Madame, que nous aurons la guerre ?" Driven to des- 
peration by this political absorption of tkeir rights, the ladies 
of Paris hâve met, and resolved that, By crinoline, they 
would stand it no longer ; and so they are to pétition the 
Empress for the promulgation of an order forbidding, on pain 
of her Majesty's greatest displëasure, the introduction of 
politics into the salons. You may be disposed to doubt this 
intelligence, the importance of which will bring upon you a 
shower of contradictions from the press in gênerai, and the 
Indépendance Belge in particular, but rest assured that my 
staiement is correct. The pétition I refer to is even now 
signed by some of the noblest names n France, and so I feel 
it my duty to give you the information, even at the risk of 

T 
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ôausing another fall of the Consols or a panic at our Boim». 
Assured by me of the autbority of my announcement, prny let 
no fears of contradictory Communiqués prevent your publishing 
the iatelligence. 



LETTER XLII. 



A Fortnigbt's Rain — ^Visit to the Madeleine — ^Lord and lioéj 
Cowley's Réception — The Duchess of Malakoff— Theatrical 
Entertainments — Prince Poniatowski's New Opéra, and 
Brilliant Aspect of the Opéra Hoase. 

Satnrday, March 17, 1860. 

BoMEBODY once wrote a very pretty little ode dedicated to 
**Rain/' complimenting it in the highest terms npon " ti» 
pleasant patter, patter, of the rain upon the roof,** invitiog 
the said " patter, patter," to corne at ail times and seasons, 
and assuring it that its présence was always welcome to the 
înhabitants of this mnndane sphère. I fear this ode would 
be but little apprecialed in Paris just now. Since my last 
letter the rain has hardly ceased an h our, and imprécations^ 
•' not loud, but deep," bave been uttered against the offend- 
ing éléments. In England we look upon the rain as a 
natùral event ; in fact, we are so used to it that if some one 
does not mention the fact of its being fine weather, we 
should never ihink of going out walking unaccompanied by 
that nseful friend, our umbrella. Hère it is différent : ail 
Weathers are supportable to the French, even such piercing 
eold as was experienced at the beginning of this winter ; but 
préserve them from la pluie I Madame la Marquise cannot 
take hèr drive in the Bois, the grisette cannot show on the 
Boulevards her gorgeous new cap and embroidered white 
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sprmi ; tbe streets aie deserted by ail except thoae karin^ 
poutÎTe business. The only persons who do not complna 
«re the managers of théâtres — tbe rain drives in spectaton^ 
who, if tiie weatfaer had been fine, wonld bave walked on Ûm 
BoTilorards looking ai tbe fine sbops; the eafés^ too, an 
alwqfB crowded in rainy weather. But with thèse two «k- 
«eptÎQjn, I think the whole population of Paris, if put to titt 
vote, would décide npon abolishing that great promoter tf 
m mm^ the rain. 

I strolled into the Madeleine yesterday, more anxions, I 
nnist own, to look at the Lent décorations of this beauiiltal 
church than desirous of participating in the service thea. 
going on. There is something very impressive in the im- 
mensity of the Madeleine. Man's littleness is so apparent-^ 
kere in the very heart of this noisy Paris no sound ef«r 
fieneirates those thick walls-r-the outer world is so shut ot& 
that one's thoughts are concentrated upon the Almighiy 
Being to whose glory tbe noble building was reared. Tb 
Protestants, the theatrically grand décorations will, of conisc^ 
never meet with faveur, but one cannot but admire the 
manner in which Catbolics, yoiing and old, rich and poor, 
irrespectively bow themselves down in prayer. Glancing 
aronnd the church I saw some faces which, without being 
perfectly familiar, still bore to my mind the impression of 
liaving been seen before. Yes, certainly, I was not mn- 
taken ; that lady enveloped in dark furs, who was rending 
her pmyers so devotedly, was the same person who at 
General Fleury's grand masked bail attracted such gênerai 
admiration as the valorous and youthful Jack the Giant- 
Idller. I rose to leave the church, and close by the door 
another familiar face met my view : a young girl, evidi^ntly 
belonging to the working class, was saying over her beads 

T 2 
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with a rapidiiy which a bearded monk miglit hâve envied ; 
the mass of brown curls, that nez retrcnissé — it was Venus — 
sea-bom Venus — wbo for three mortal days promenaded 
Paris, bolding the hand of Love, both being seated in a 
Eoman cbariot drawn by eight horses, and preceded by the 
Bœuf Gras for 1860, Solferino by name. Venus was not so 
handsome wlthout the high crown which she wore when. 
taking part in the procession, but, en^ revanche, she had an 
air of perfect cleanliness in her white cap and apron, which 
the faded red toga lacked entirely. Truly this seeking afker 
pleasure at any price, as long as it does not interfère with 
religion, is a strange feature in the French character. 

On Tuesday, the 28th of February, Lord and Lady 
Cowley threw open the fine salons of their hôtel in the Fau- 
bourg St. Honoré, to receive the beauty and élite of the 
French and English society now in Paris. This réception, 
which was an exceedingly brilliant one, is the first since the 
partial démolition of the embassy more than a year ago. 
Another réception has taken place, and thèse weekly réunions 
-will doubtless continue till the end of the season. As Lent 
adyances the gaieties are diminishing, and, besides weekly 
réceptions, the grand monde of Paris has little amusement. 
Two of our first Faubourg St. Germain families hâve been 
thrown into mouming by the death of Lady Granville ; this 
circumstance, of course, goes far in rendering triste the end 
of the season. 

The Duchess de Malakoff was accouchée some days sinoe. 
The little stranger is a daughter. The Empress, on hearing 
the news, immediately called upon the duchess. The Prin- 
cess Mathilde was with her when the Empress arrived. 
Prince Napoléon and the Princess Clotilde also called. 
The hôtel of the Légion d'Honneur, the résidence of the 
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duke and duchess, bas been perfectly besieged since the 
happy event by members of families of the aristocratie Fau- 
bourg St. Germain, as well as tbe high dignitaries attaehed 
to the Emperor, ail anxious to know the state of health of 
the young mother ^uid child. 

If Lent bas in a measure put an end to the dancing 
soirées, it bas not certainly donc away with , the briUiançy of 
onr own tbeatrical entertainments. Tbe reappearance of 
Tamberlik at tbe Italiens bas brought fortb, as last year, 
ail tbe élite of Paris to listen to bis magie strains. The 
opéra of Oiello créâtes quite as mucb furore as last year, so 
I think tbere is little probability of tbe production of any 
novelty for this great favourite. But tbe event of tbe week 
in the musical line bas been Prince Poniatowski's new opéra, 
calledjPim*^ de Médicis, Tbis, like ail new productions, 
will, of course, bring forth a volley of praise and censure, 
but no one can deny tbat it is a work of great importance 
and of great ment. But the masical talent of the Prince is 
well known. The coup d'œU presented on tbe first night 
was most brilliant ; for days before tbe sale of tickets was 
stopped, tbere being no places to dispose of. Erom the 
Impérial lo^e to the uppermost row were to be seen ladies of 
tbe beau mande, It was a living muséum, brilliant with 
cdebrities, with beauty, and with magnificent toilettes. I 
was less struck with tbe fine appearance of tbe ladies than 
with the irreproacbable tenue of tbe gentlemen. It called to 
mind the Italian Opéra at London in its ancient and glorioua 
days. Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress, attended 
by a numerous and brilliant suite, occupied tbe Impérial 2û^. 
The Emperor, in simple eyening dress, wore the décoration 
of tbe Légion of Honour. Tbe Empress wore a most be- 
coming toilette of white silk, with a diamond crown, neck- 
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hoB, «nd bracelets. H» Majesty was looking. moifc 
tifiiL The Pxincess Olotildo oeciqpied ber box in ih« ( 
«{ thfr atUle. Madame Eould and Lady Ck>wley occiqvoâ ïhé 
WKmd loge, Tbe Prineess Mettemich was présent, and WGt» 
more than two miUions wortb of diamonds. My memoij faîls 
W lecord the names of the persona who contiibuted by tbeîr 
IHresence to make tbis the most brilliant tbeatrieai sepieseiih 
tntioB offered this year. Never bave I seen more eulbosiasiii 
ttuHi. tbat wbicb greeted tbe naine of tbe autbor wbea an- 
BDonced ai tbe termination of tbis chef d^tsuore. The Ei». 
poror âre(pieiitly gave the signal for applause. Tbeir Majeig^ 
tia» lemained till the fall of tbe curtain, and were saluted on 
«lenng and leaviDg tbe théâtre with loud cries of "Ym 
l'Empereur/' not uttered by tbe vidgar mouths of a noiqr 
aowd, but issuing &om the possessors of tbe noblest and 
{pnkndest names in Europe. Gueymard sang and looked 
beiter in Fierre de Médicis than be bas done for yean» 
lAîàe Madame Gueymard, as Laura, stamped berself as onft 
of tbe best singers of tbe day. We may look upoa ibe l»B 
of ihe Grand Opéra as stereotyped for the next thiee aumtba^ 
iv tbere is little probability of JPierre de Médieia disappeor* 
mg from its beading before that time. Tbe Emperor, ik is 
aaîd» bas addressed a letter of congratnlatioift to the noble 
ftiend who bas proved bimself a prince by talent as wdl m 
bipèirtb. 
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LETTEB XLIII. 

!BemJuuitioii of the Easter Holidajs — ^The Last Day of Long- 
champs — Crmoline Triumphant — The Spring Fashions and 
our Grandmothers' Gloves — ^The Stabat Mater at the Italiena 
— Marriages in High Life — ^The Impérial Chapelr-A Sup- 
pliant for Pardon. 

Paris, Tuesday, April 10, 1860. 
Thx Easter bolidays are over. The school-children, who 
for the past week bave been laughing, romping, and sigbt« 
fieeing in Paris, under the guidance of their happy parents, 
ai» now forced to letum to the books which bave been SQ 
COmpletely forgotten for a week. Eeluctantly enough they 
gO; we are reluctant to lose them, too ; for bas not their pre« 
Mnce in the pubHc gardens, tbs Tuileries, and Champs 
Ulysées, particularly, been to us ail a source of pleasure and 
amusement ? Wbat would be the bright sunshine, the dash- 
ing fountains, the balmy air, the songs of birds, the sweet- 
fioented flowers, if the merry laugb of happy childhood were 
net mingled witb it ail to lend a powerful attrait to tbis 
ch^nning scène ? There are others besides the children wbQ 
will regret that Easter is over : firom the finest lady iu bev 
caniage down to the brigbt-eyed grisette, ail took pleasuie in 
ihe motley crowd that Good Eriday sbowed us. Goo4 
ïiiday is the last day of Long-champs ; this time-honoured 
Daieinony, which was formerly a purely religions one, bfM 
QOW degenerated into a mère drive for pleaure. The objecft 
q( tbe faithful in former days was to procu]:e some sort of 
iKNKvayaiice, no matter wbat, to reach the Abbey of Lon^ 
dMiiipa, iheie to offer up pniyers for the 7<emission of fljip 
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conrmitted duiing tlie winter montlis. Of course the high 
and noble, as well as the poor and lowly, had equal need of 
absolution, and tbe conséquence was, tbat tlie strîng of 
vehides of ail descriptions going to the sbrine was marvellous 
in its incongruous confusion. We hâve still the same motley 
show of conveyances, from the duke's fine calèche à la 
Daumont, to the washerwoman's clothes cart ; but, alas, tbe 
object now is to see and be seen, where foimerly it was to 
pray and to be prayed for. This year we were favoured with 
delightftd weather. The Champs Elyseés, firom the Place de 
la Concorde to the Arc de Triomphe, were crowed on eitber 
side with gay, happy, laughing people. It was the opening 
day of the spring fashions. Many a poor little modiste had 
worked hard the night before to get that chapeau ready for 
the aftemoon's promenade on Good Friday. On that day 
the great crinoline struggle was renewed, and the advocates 
on each side, of course, hoped for the. utter démolition of 
their antagonists. But, in my humble opinion, the matter 
stiU rests in statu giw,ih.e advantage remaining on the side of the 
crinoline wearers. It is tme that some of the leaders of the 
ton (amongst others the Princess de Mettemich and Mdlle. 
Evrazzus) hâve decided upon appearing without the much 
abused article; but, on the other hand, the Comtesses de 
Momy and Walewski hâve enrolled themselves under the 
Impérial banner, and persist in wearing crinoline. Can any 
fashion gain that Eugénie does not sanction ? It is not very 
likely ; and then, again, there is another motive that, in con- 
junction with the convenience of the crinoline, will at least 
for a time prevent its désertion by the ladieg. In the desiie 
to appear outré, that class which in Paris is large enough to 
form an army, and which is delicately biit comprehensively 
stigmatised by the name of the Demi-Monde, has entirely left 
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oS crinoline, and its members may be seen any day in the 
principal tlioroiiglifares crinolineless, starclied peticoatless— 
good portraitures of tbat renowned English dairymaid, Doro* 
thy Draggletail. This, tben, is tbe idea to be taken from 
my remarks — ^for carriage and for dinner, and indoor dress, 
crinoline may be laid aside if desired ; but for walking it is 
de rigueur, on account of the reasons I hâve mentioned 
above. There is notbing veiy new in the way of spring 
fasbions, tbe weather being still so undecided tbat our 
élégantes do not venture anything very striking. Qn Good 
Friday it was too warm for cacbemere sbawls wbicb are always 
wom at this season, so I saw a great many casais of black 
silk, like tbose wom last year, except tbat tbey do not fit 
tight to tbe waist, and tbat wben entirely plain tbey bave a 
small pèlerine of Cbantilly lace, or guipure tbrown over tbe 
sboulders. Tbe gold trimmings so extensively used in 
bonnets during tbe winter bave given place to flowers, wbicb 
are mucb prettier, as tbey are simpler. I observed tbat a 
flower, wbicb bas been neglected by tbose wbo imitate tbose 
lovely offerings of nature, tbe beartsease, is used tbis year. 
I saw a wbite crape bonnet trimmed witb tbem ; tbey were 
placed above tbe curtam and continued ail round tbe front of 
tbe bonnet — ^wbite strings, and a small wreatb of tbe same 
flowers across tbe top. It was very simple, yet exceedingly 
ricb. Ligbt silks, witb small flounces, are mucb wom ; and, 
by way of novelty, tbe dressmakers separate tbe flounces at 
every breadtb, and bring tbem up to tbe waist. Tbis makcs 
a very pretty efPect, but tbere must not be more tban four or 
five flounces. Tbe wbeel of fasbion, in making a révolution, 
bas fàllen tbis spring upon an object tbat bas remained for the 
last twenty years almost stationary — ^I refer to gloves, and 
sball perbaps astonisb your fair readers by announoing tbat 
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ai tiie Italiens the oiber Bight I aaw globes Uiat were faakioft- 
àUe ia their great-grandmoike»' time. Tkey ieache4 qpShk 
Qp to the elbow, and it must bave required a fùU bour to 
bave buttoned bo many buttons. They are not pretty, aad 
prevent wearîng tbose gracefal ornaments, biaceletcu I 
hear tbey will be wom for out-door dress tbis Bumnner. I 
doubt it, as tbey would necessitate tbe open underdeero^ 
wbiob bas been fio entirely abandoned for walking or canîagft 
dreas for tbe last tbree years. 

Tbe management of tbe Italiens was evidently nndur tha 
impression tbat tbe Easter Eve's entertainment must partaka 
in flome way of tbe religions ebaracter of tbe day it preoeded» 
and 80 the Stabat Mater was chosen. The bouse waa 
Qowded, but I observed that a decided demi-toilette replaoed 
tbe usual grande tenue used for tbis théâtre. Tamberlik» 
Badiali, Morini, and Manfredi, Alboni, Penco, and Mari^ 
Battu, looked dreadfully melancholy and solemn, as tbey aat 
in stiff and grief-stricken fauteuiU in £ront of the atag6^ 
backed up by an ampbitheatre of chorus behind tbeni. 
Eossini bas produced nothing diviner than bis Stahaé Maier, 
but it is a great mistake to give it as a substitute for opéra 
behind the footlights, where it is not easy to forgot La 
Tramata or II Barbiere, It was about as incongruous as would. 
barVe been a galop down tbe centre aisle of the Madeleinfit 
Nobody was sorry when half-past ten arrived, and the curtaui 
feU. It is scarcely possible for Protestantism to entev inta 
tbe spirit of the deep religions passion of tbis grand Gatbolia 
bymn, which bas been so fitly translated into musio ôom th^ 
old monkish Latin of the breTiaiy. How can we, for ini^fymftf^^ 
naderstand being " inelmated witb tbe Cross P " Yefc thia k 
bot a feeble expression for the devotional lapturea qoi. 
npftmiliwT to tbe bigha flighta of Catbolie ecaUMQF/ Vm 
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Màier should never be beaid but in a cburob; îto 
inrodiiotioa at the Italiena was, to say the leaat of it, îi 
«seeaaive bad taste. 

The faahionable wedding of ihe week is that of the Maiw^ 
quis des Fortes and a fair young Americaii belle and heiress 
•— of course, as nearly ail our pretty young transaUantii^ 
«DUBÎns who corne to Paris are — Mademoiselle Adèle H ■ »*»> 
It is now in progress. A mamage hère is not the ex^pedi- 
tiotts business which it is across the Channel. It is an affair 
of aérerai days, induding as many répétitions of cérémonies* 
The signing of the contract was the first aot of the drama, 
and was iUustrated by a briUiaut soirée on Monday night» at 
the hôtel of the bride's parents. " AU the faubourg " were 
th^», and sigued the contract as witnesses. To-day (Tueo-' 
day) the civil ceremony takes place at tbe Mairie. To-moirow 
will be devoted to the two necessary opérations of the CathoUc 
marriage to bind one party, and to the Protestant ceremony 
for tbe otber. It is to be hoped tbat the triple knot wiH 
then be securely tied. On the evening of the signing of the 
contract the bride exercised to the fiill the bridai right of 
looking lovely, while the array of wedding présents would 
hâve been sufficient to set up a fashionable jeweller's shop. 
In the course of the evening, however, its fair hefoine had a 
sanow escape from a fate which would hâve saddened ail 
Paris. The cloud of white tulle in which she was enveloped 
took fire ; Happily it was extinguisbed before it could do 
any otber injury tlian the destruction of a breadth or two of 
game, and the casting of a shade of agitated paleness on a 
beauiîful countenanee, 

It has always been a maiisr of extar^ne difficulty to obteîp 
mmU in the impérial chiq^ of the Tuilenea. The cbapel iti 
«mB* and th« aolieiftationa muoeanm. Iboae who do mt 
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possess that useful article, a '*friend at Court," can harâly 
hcype to obtaîn this fayour. Last Sunday, after the service, as 
their Majesties were leaying the chapel, a lady, extremely well 
^bressed, and holding an interesting child by the hand, rashed 
forward, and thowing herself at the feet of the Emperor,- 
handed a pétition to his Majesty. The Emperor looked sur- 
prisedy but took the pétition, and listened to the supplicant, 
who demanded grâce for her husband, condemned for haviag 
given false testimony. At the end of her récital, the Emperor 
^ave his hand to the lady, whose streaming eyes and broken 
tones denoted her grief, and, raîsing her up, he assured her 
that her pétition should be examined into. There is little 
doubt that the solicited pardon wiU be accorded, if the claims of 
justice should not prove to be at varianoe with the Emperor's 
clemency. As I gazed upon the face of the Emperor as he 
took the pétition, I almost envied him the greatest privilège 
conferred upon him by his Impérial rank — ^the right to 
pardon. 



LETTER XLIV. 



The Weather— The Princess Mathilde's Last Bail— Charades — 
The Corning Bail at the Hôtel d'Albe— The Princess Clo- 
tilde's Gift — Fashionable Arrivais — The Races — Hare 
Hmitîng Extraordinary — ^Louis Philippe and M. Moet. 

Paris, Thursday, April 19, 1860. 
The weather — always a safe and agreeable topic for a flagging 
conversation — ^is now the engrossing subject in the Parisiaa 
mind. No one remembers such a backward spring; and oar 
indignation is aroused when we rccollect that on Good Friday, 
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nearly a fortnîglit ago, the weatber was mild and balmy, and 
that it is now cold, cheerless, and wintry. The April of the 
ppoverb, with its " showers which bring forth May flowers," 
seems to exist no longer. In its place bas corne a gusty, dusty, 
cold, disagreeable month. However, tbe old saying, that " it 
is an ill wind that blows nobody good," applies in this in- 
stance, as, while the weather continues cold, balls and soirées 
are still kept up. The first génial breath of summer, and ail 
our fashionable birds are on the wing. 

Thursday night last, her Highness the Princess Mathilde 
gave her last bail of the season. Ail the Impérial family 
were présent, as well as the élite of the Parisian world. Their 
Majesties retired about one o'clock, but the Princess Glotilde 
remained for the cotillion, which began about three. This 
spirited dance was led off by her Impérial Highness and the 
Prince Czartoryski. The salom of the Princess Mathilde are 
more sumptuous than vast, and fumished in a style that shows 
the exquisitely artistic taste of the fair owner. The Du(Àess 
de Tascher sent out last week a few sélect invitations for a 
charade to be performed at her hôtel. The artistes were ail 
members of the haute aristocratie^ and the pièce was written 
by one of our spirituel authors expressly for the occasion. A 
young English lady. Miss P — , played a part with great verve 
and spirit, her slight English accent lending an additional 
charm to her beautiful face and pleasing manners. The great 
topic of conversation at présent is the bail which is yet to 
corne off at the Hôtel d'Albe. One cannot form an idea of the 
immense préparations now taking place inside the hôtel, bat 
one can judge of the proportions of the fête by the works 
visible from the outside, and which, in reality, double the 
size of this magnifioent dwelling. It would be interesting to 
asoertain the exact number of work-people employed at the 
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présent fîme, in tbeir diffèrent capacities, in gettîng tbings 
ready for this extraordînary bail. Another curions fact wonld 
be tbe value of tbe costumes in tbe ball-room wben ail the 
gnests are assembled. I bave seen a costume representîng 
Pire, whieh cost, witbout including jewels, 7,000 francs, or 
£280 sterling. It is to be wom by one of tbe brigbtest stara 
of tbe galaxy of strangers in Paris ; ber dress cannot faM to 
«ttract attention — ^that is, if ber flasbing black eyes and glossy 
locks do not engross it ail. But I must not describe any 
more costumes before tbe bail takes place, wbicb will be next 
Tuesday, tbe 24tb of April. I bope to be able to give yoor 
liair leaders a satisfactory compte-rendu of tbis grand Impérial 
fite. There baye been several concerts tbis week at tbe 
Tuileries ; Tamberlik, Alboni, and Penco bave been, of course, 
the stars. At tbe last concert, after one of Alboni's beautifol 
cavatinas, which entrance tbe listener, the favorite singer 
seated herself, and being warm began fanning herself with 
lier bandkerchief. Tbe Prîncess Clotilde rose, and bandii^ 
her own fan to tbe cantratice, begged ber to accept it as a 
souvenir of tbe pleasure sbe bad afforded hcr by tbe delicions 
{ftrains she bad jnst nttered. It is said Alboni, wbo bas oftea 
received royal gifls before, never was so cbarmed as with Ûàm. 
Hie fan is a very handsome one, valued at 2,000f. 

In the list of fashionable anîvals in Paris, I observe the 
names of the Comte aud Comtesse Castellane. For three years 
tbis noble family bas not been seen in the Pan'sian world, tbe 
deatb of a near relative caused them to retire to tbeir estâtes 
în tbe country. Their return to the monde is bailed with 
deligbt by the pleasnre-lovers ; for wbo bas not heard of the 
gorgtoM^ fêtes which bave been giveu in tbe Hôtel Castellane? 
Perbaps in no olber private hôtel in Paris are united so many 
;aLeans of enjoyment as in the Castellane domain — an im- 
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meiiK ballroom, neverusedfor any other purpose; supper 
loom adjoining ; and, above ail, a œagnificent théâtre, witk 
its parterre, its orchestra, its private boxes, fine scenery, greim. 
room, aod dressing rooins; a very large théâtre, too, but 
which seems small in comparison with the immense rooms 
which surround it. It is too late in the season for a bail hère, 
bot no doubt next \vinter will see reunited in thèse noble 
halls the flower of the youth of France, and the sélect from tSl 
parts of the world. 

Last Sunday thete were races at the Bois de Boulogne. 
Business commenced at two o'clock, and during the first tiro 
taces the attendance was small ; but about half-past three the 
** tribunes" began to fiU, and a great number of carringes ar- 
med. I observed some fine four-in-hands ; that of the Coont 
de Homy «ttracted particular attention by the beauty of the 
horses and the good taste of the entire turn-out. The Stand 
lesenred for the Jockey Club was crowded with its aristo- 
eratic members. Among the ladies of the beau monde présent 
I remarked the Duchess of Fitz-James, the Baroness Eotha- 
ehild, the Comtesse de Greffulhe, the Countess de la Hoche- 
foncauld, Lady Petre, Lady Barrington, and the Countess de 
Homy. The weather was fine until jutt before the last race, 
Whcn the rain fell in torrents. The Empress had sent woid 
that she would be présent ; but her Mwjesty aiTJved at the 
course just as the rain began to fail, and consequently the- 
horses' heads were immediately turned towards home. It was 
an amusing sight, the immense number of carri^ges being 
driven as fast as possible to get out of the pclting stoi-m, and 
the unlucky foot-passengers runiiing nt full speed to the 
Hearest place of shflter. It seems hard, on days wheii ihere 
are raceà at the Bois, that omnibuses and olher clieap modes 
of conveyanoe should not be allowed to croî« the Bois de 
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Boulogne. On ordinary occasions it is Tcry well, as ît secures 
a charming and agreeable ride to tliose in carnages. What 
can be more unpleasant than to be jostled by an omnibus whea 
one is taking a pleasure drive in a pleasure garden ? Bat on 
racing days it is différent. The conséquence of this exclusion 
is, that the beautiful field of Longcbamps lacks tbat variety, 
that heterogeneous mixture tbat we see in England, and which 
xeally contributes greatly to tbe vivacity of the scène. As the 
case now stands, seeing a race is only possible to those who 
hâve their own carnages, or who can afford to hire one for 
the day at some absurd price. An amusing incident occurred 
last Sunday during the interval between two races. A hare, 
evidently having escaped from some place iu the vicinity, came 
deliberately walking along the race track, and stopped in front 
of the tribunes, gazing with astonishment on the numerous 
spectators. A sensé of danger evidently came upon the poor 
little animal ; for it ran ofp, foUowed by more than three Lun- 
dred pursuers, ail anxious to catch it. They formed a large 
circle around the hare, and gradually dosed in upon it. In 
spite of their well-managed efforts, the hare was just on the 
point of escaping, when a young Englishman literally thre^f 
himself upon it, and succeeded in capturing and walking away 
with bis prize. This little incident caused much amusement» 
and loud cheers of approbation greetcd the blushing victor as 
he returned to bis seat. As I write the snow is falling hea- 
vily; what a change from the delightful balmy weather whea 
I penned my last letter 1 The little songsters are now hushed, 
the ]eave3 and buds chilled and frozen— in fact, we hâve 
November weather at the end of April. 

I caunot j-efrain from giving you a most amusing anecdote 
of the late King. Louis Philippe was making a voyage in the 
^st of Prance, and graeiously accepted a dinner offered hisi 
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by Monsieur Moet, wliose name and excellent cliampagne aie 
ayiionymoas. It is needless to state that the sparkling liqnid 
was of the cboicest kind and in great profusion. <' Will your 
Majesty permit me to offer you another glass of thîs Cham- 
pagne ?*' asked the delighted vine-grower. '' It is delicioos, 
monsieur — most delidous," replied the Citizen King witk 
honhanM; *'bat I fear intoxication — ^yes, Ifear intoxication.'' 
Hère Monsieur d'Argout, who was seated on the other side 
of the King, and who judged the moment favourable for a 
little courtier-like flattery, exclaimed, ** Sire, the only intoxi- 
cation that can take place hère to-night is that in which your 
faithful subjects are plunged by your Majesty's much-desired 
présence/' " The intoxication will be but of short duration. 
Sire," said M. Moet, to the intense disgust of the courtier. 
M. Moet's reply was not intended, however, as it seemed ; he 
was deaf, and had just understood the Eing's reply, without 
having heard the rejoinder of the courtier, which he thus len- 
dered so ridiculons. 
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Grand Tancy Bail giyen by the Empress Eugénie. 

Paris, Wednesday, April 25, 1860. 
In my last letter, I promised I would give your readers an 
acoount of the Empress's bail, and I lose no time in so 



The grand hal eodumé that was to hâve taken place ten 
days ago was deferred until last night, as many say, becaose 
of the late political troubles in Spain, some of her Majesty's 
relatiyes being therein complicatid. Be that as it mayi ksi 
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nightwMtheerestfitloiietibatwit tQfinln«w1fce AM«f an 
afiur that liad thus awuBied more ifaan usmil impottaiws» 
aadat an early bour of tfaeereattigtlie GhampaElya^ wete 
filkd with mounted gendanaes and aergents-de-Tille, aQ 
cxseapîed in clearing the wide ayenue, ao that the maay 
eqpdpagea beazing their fair loods to tlie Hôtel d'Albe might 
the more eaaily approaoh that magoificant résidence. By tm 
o'olock a Une of carnages reaohmg almoit the entîie arenoe» 
to the Place de la Concorde waa siowly wesding its way 
aloDg towards the brilliant ball^rooms. Tke imiiA, as they 
arrivedy alighted amid a mimber of goigeoudy dressed ser- 
vants wearing the Impérial Hvery and ninged on each side 
of the entrance^ whidi was draped with rich velyet and gilded 
hangings, Fassing through a still more richly decorated 
ante-chamber, wfaich, like the room fint entered, had been 
ereeted for the occasion, those anÎTing were met by the Duke 
and Dodiass de Tascfaer de la Pagerie. The two rooms I 
hâve just mentioned were lined with flowers and evergreens^ 
and seemed really beautiful, iintil, havîng bowed to the Duke 
and Duchess, you entered the ball-rooms. Then the magni- 
cence that met the gaze of the enraptured guest quite eclipsed 
ail that was previously seen. The dancing-room had been 
erected for this great fête^ and whatever the most exquisite 
taste could suggest had been layished upon its décoration. 
At the end of the room, a band of musidans was hidden in a 
niche in the wall behind flowers aad evergreens blooming 
and flagrant ; bat above the flowers and ylnes was to be seen 
Strauss waving his wand, while sweet music filled with richeat 
tones the brilliant halls that at my e&tronoe were already 
crowded with a gay and daezling throag. 

I mnst not attempt to describe ail Uie beautiflil costumes 
I saw; the task were an eadless dm. In faet it took i 



time for me to get accustomed to the splendonr of tlie SMào^ 
during which queens and peasant girls, ladies of high degree 
aad of low, courtiers, knights, magicians, polichinels, sailors, 
soldiers, Turks, Arabs, money-le&ders, Ghristians, and Iii« 
fidels — and even lions, tigers, and bears — ^were moving around 
and about me, ail glittering and gay, ail laughing and talking 
merrily, while over ail rose and fell the music in dulcet 
cadence, rendering t a scène of enchantaient. 

Noticeable among those most gorgeously dressed were 
several gentlemen (I beg pardon of the ladies for leavingthem 
to be mentioned last, but I am using my sex's privilège), 
whose locks and beards betrayed them as the sons of Fer* 
fiée Albion, Their rioh Henry the Eighth costumes were 
sparkling with the most valuable jewels, while amoilg them 
strode a gallant Knight of the Garter (of this same knight I 
shall haye more to say when I speak of the dancing). Cer- 
tainly among the most beautiful women présent many were 
English, so many that I felt a thrill of pleasure and pride as 
I gazed at them. Blonde and brune they ail looked most 
loyely in their becomiug costumes. 

When I first entered the ball-rooms the Empress was not 
présent, neither was the Emperor. But a few moments after 
I noticed a blue domino, whose stately tread I at once recog* 
niaed. I became oonfirmed in my disoovery upon approach« 
ing the domino. He was laughing and talking with and at a 
fair little bergère that was teasing him, and as he tumed to 
anawer one of her lirely sallies I saw the poînted beard of the 
Sovereign of the French. I left Napoléon III. talking with 
the little fair lady, to examine thiee Princesses. 

Their Highnesses Mathilde, Clotilde, and Anna Murât 
were seated together. The first named wore the costume of 
a mmgineime. Her arma were bared to the shoulder, and 

V 2 
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broBieâ, as waa lier face. Her head-diess consisted of a- 
loiig wlnte shawl of fine knitted wool, that was boand to the 
kead witli a cirdet of Moorisli coins, and fell in folds down 
the back. The Princess's black eyes aparlded bnt tbe more 
from the dark cplour of her bronzing, yet I muet say that her 
•ostume was not becoming. Next the Frincess sat the fair 
Clotilde, looking fairer from the contrast. Her Highness 
wore a most becoming berbère costume of pink and white • 
silk, while a little pink bat was coquettishly set on one side of 
her head. Her fair light hair was simply but most becomingly 
^aiff^ée, and to add to the grâce of her costume, she wore a 
meeklace of roses pinned together with diamonds. I haye 
neyer seen the Princess Clotilde look so handsome as she did 
last night. At her side sat the lovely and bewîtching Frin- 
eess Anna Murât. She was also en berbère, but her costume 
was white and blue and her hair was powdered. She looked, 
as she ever does, most truly handsome. 

Haying noticed thèse costumes I was tuming away,. 
haying, like " Oliver," a désire for more, when I obserycd a 
black domino, who was attacking a tall Francis I. I detected 
in the feigned voice the sweet tones of Eugénie, the giyer of 
thia magnificent f^te, and her Majesty of the French. 

It was now twelve, that witching hour, and as yet I had 
moi noticed the habitués of ail Farisian fêtes, the Comtesses- 
de liomy, de Labedoyère, the Frincess Mettemich, and a 
number of those ladies entitled by rank and beauty to briller- 
ai ail our most magnificent réunions. Just then, I saw from. 
the attitude of those near me, that something was abont to 
occur. The Duke de Tascher was ranging the guests on each 
side of the apartment, leaving the entrance free and the way 
clear to the room in which the dancing was going on. A 
panse occurred, the dandng-room was deared, and Strauss'». 
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hànà struck up a liyely march. Now came in ail those I had 
missed, and the march changîng to a quîck quadrille* the 
ladies, who were dressed as the Eléments, commenced a most 
beautiful and graoeful movement, entitled by Strauss, wlio 
wrote and arranged fH the musîc of the evening, *'Le 
Quadrille des Quatre Eléments." Sixteen ladies, in appro- 
prîate costumes, performed this dance, which they had 
rehearsed several times before the fête. I give their names, 
beginning, as in duty bound, with those lent to us bj a 
foreîgn land to add to our gaieties by their charming presanoe. 
'They were Princesses, Duchesses, and Countesses — 

FoBETGNEBS — ^Mettemich, Eozezdziecka, Sneyekowska^ Tie« 
zabytowska, Ischetwertinakây Rosk, Errazu, SinelwikofiP, VfalleaL- 
broza, Schowkoska. 

OuB OwK — De Momy, Walewski, De Grétry, Persigny, 
Pourtalès, De Labedoyère. 

''Le Quadrille des Eléments" was most rapturoualjr 
encored by the pleased lookers-on, and after a brief respite 
the sixteen ladies wçnt again through the mazes of the 
beautiful dance. I must hère state that I missed seeing the 
£rst quadrille of the evening, '' Les Contes de Fées," led by 
Mme. Wey-Isabey. After the dancing, I hâve above named, 
•aeTeral polkas and waltzes were played ; and it was during 
the quick and lively deuxtemjM that the English knighta 
difltingttished themselves ail, excepting the Knight of the 
Garter. He, poor fellow, was weak in the knees, and danced 
"with hia led silk tights at right angles, more especially whila 
executing his cavalier seul in his quadrilles. A lady near me 
.said he was the most polite gentleman in the room, as he waa 
erer in a state of half adoration of hb fair vis-à^û. I mut 
OBention how exoeedingly lovely were the daughters of Lord 
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Cowley'— whom I observed looking, with parental satisfaotioa- 
difplaTed in bis countenance, ai the Lady Sophia WeUesley, 
aa aba gracefoUy turned witb ber partner in a walts or 
polka. Sbe was dressed aa nigbt, but was beautifol anA 
brigbt as day. 

Two o'clock bad now anived» and on aU sides I beard* 
inquiiies as to wbere tbe great galleiy was. I managed to 
get as near as possible to a large yellow silk curtain tbat 
bung about tbe middle of tbe conservatory, as I saw tbat 
near it stood tbe Empress» now dressed in wbite and wearing 
a burnous of wbite striped silk. Near ber Majesty, wbo 
wore a mask, stood tbe Duke de Tascber, tbe nominal giver 
of the fête, and close by were seated tbe Princesses Matbilde, 
Clotilde, and Marat. AU at once a clang of trumpets was 
beard. Tbe yellow curtain was quickly raised, and a fairy- 
like and most dazzling scène met the gaze. It was an 
almost endless bail, surrounded witb balconies and balustrades 
oovered witb yines and flowers, rivalling in magnificence ail 
tbat we can conjecture of tbe halls of Italy's famed clime. 
Myriads of lights abounded. Oyerhead, splendid obandeliers 
poured down floods of ligbt on tables tbat were loaded with 
a feast almost bidden from our gaze in âowers. At tbe end 
of tbe hall a fountain was splashing its waters in rays of 
ligbt that rivalled the brightness of tbe sun. Ail tb% sensés 
were pleased at once, for music, sweet and low, was adding 
to the pleasurable émotion of tbe guests/ wbo were waited odl 
by pages in feudal dress. 

Once the supper over, dancing was resumed with 
lenewed vigour. The tbird quadrille, ''Le Carnaval de 
Venise," was then danced, and afker several waltzes and 
polkas tbe cotillon began. This lasted more tban an boor^ 
ending in open daylight at six o'cloek. It was oonducted bj 
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Mdlle. de Tascher de la Fagerîe and Count d'Andlau, the 
secretary of Count de Fersigny. I mnst hère tell you that 
the Coantess de Persigny was eharmingly dressed as '' Earth," 
one of tlie four " Eléments/' and danced most admirably in 
tho prindpal quadrille. 

The Bmperor retîred at the termination of the cotillon—- 
jMist mx in the moming. Thns ended this most splendid 
fête, Too much praise cannot be attributed to her Majesty 
and to the Duke de Tascher de la Pagerie, who planned so 
magnificent an entertaîmnent. It was worthy of an Empress. 

In my haste to render y on an aecount of the fête, I ha?» 
no doubt overloolced many most interestîng détails. Shoidd 
I recall them to mind I wîll make them the snbject of 
another letter. Ton will notice I haVe made but little 
mention of the costumes of the gentlemen. They were aH 
exoellent^ but space would be lackîng to describe them, as 
weQ as those ladies' costumes that I hâve been compelled to 
oirerlook. 

P. S. I had almost omitted to mention a most important 
matter. Some time sinoe I described the dress that the 
Emprees was to wear. She was to appear as ''Diane 
Chasseresse/' but owing to the fact of its becoming known, 
ber Majesty changed her mind and wore only dominos. 
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LETTEE XLYI. 

fl^ijag at last-^The Emperor and Empreas at ihe Boifl— Tt^tts 
Bemmiacenoes of the Hôtel d'Albe and an Incident at tha 
ïète — Gaj Doings in the Fanbonig— The Marquise de 
Qallifet — ^The Baces at Longchamps — Spring Toilettes — ^A. 
Romanoe of Fashionable Life. 

Paris, Satnrdaj, Maj 5, 186f . 
AiTBii three weeks of trials and defeats, the sun lias at last 
eontrired to shine in ail its glory. Yesterday and to-daj 
«hew ed the complaining Parisians that the sky of Pranoe caa 
atill oompete in serenity and loveliiiess with that of its fidr 
noter Italy. " Sonny France " deserved its name to-day ; the 
conséquence of this spring-like weather was an immense 
«owd of gaily-dressed ladies in the Champs Elysées, and 
gala-day carriages in the Bois de Boulogne. Prom the Place 
de la Concorde to the end of the Avenue de Flmpératrioe 
the carriages were so numerous that they were obliged to 
proceed at a walking pace, and quite crowded in amongst ail 
sorts of yehides.' I observed a modest phaeion with the 
wéll-known green and gold liveiy; there sat the Emperor 
qnietly waiting his tum to drive on faster. Yery few persons 
teemed to recognize him, but he retumed gradously the 
salutations of those who did. How absurd ail the stories one 
aees in English joumab of the Emperor's fear of exposing 
himsdf among the people ; yesterday — ^and he goes ont often 
drifing himself—- any one might hâve reached hhn vdth their 
kandsy and thus given the fatal blow which is to rid Pnmoe of 
ita Ifyranû, as the English people say and assigne ; but the 
Aenoh themselves do not shaie the same opinion, and ti^f 
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«ee the prosperity thdr oouniry is enjoying, and attribute it 
rightly to the Emperor's désire for the well-being of France. 
. The Bmpress vas alao at the Bois, driven in an open carnage 
and fonr, à la d*AumofU, with another carnage forming suite. 
Her Majestj was accompanied by one of her ladies of hononr, 
and wore a most becoming toilette, consisting of a mauve 
tùffetaSy trimmed with one deep flounce at the bottom, and 
small flounces above it to the waist ; the Cashmere shawl, 
with white ground, which I may call celebrated, as it was 
made in India especially for the Empress, and bears at the 
Ibor corners the name " Eagénie," worked in différent styles 
of letters. It is the most expensive sbawi ever made in India, 
haring taken nnmberless months to complète it. A white 
bonnet accompanied this channing carnage toilet, with paiUe 
libres. 

It is said the Court is to leare the Tuileries for St. Clond, 
but as the trip to Saroy and Nice is to take place sooner than 
was expected, it is probable that St. Cloud will not be visited 
till their retam. The temporary dancing-hall which was 
erecied at the Hôtel d'Albé for the grand fancy-ball is stîll 
ih«!e ; ils not being removed bas given rise to a rumour that the 
bail is to be repeated, but this is not verj probable. As this 
bail surpassed in magnificence anything ever known in the 
Paris world (always excepting the fête given by the Duchess 
of Berri in 1830, which was of unheard-of splendeur), it may 
be not amiss to define some of the toilettes of the ladies 
présent more particularly than I did the day aiter the baU. 
One of the most brilliaut costumes there was wom by Mdlle. 
Himptsch. It was a Harlequin (female). The coiffure of this 
dianning dress was a small oral cap, half black and half 
wbite yelret, with a long white feather curling forwaidt, 
ÉMtoned with a diamond buekle behmd. A krge multiodoured 
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6oelnde on ihe left oontrasted admirablj with the mamm «f 
poirdered hair wîhieh were gathered behind into a gold mI. 
The corsage was of golden dotb, and the sidrt of those wel- 
known trianglee of ail oolours which distinguish Harieqvm 
ftom ail others, and render him so irrésistible to ail 
Golambines. A houilUmnéoî white toile, with golden spang^, 
iras plaeed round the bottom of the sldrts ; the shoes iritli 
gold heels were composed also of the oolours nsed for tbe 
triangles — ^they were red, yellow, blue, green, mauve, and 
dark violet. While I was admiring the toilette of this graceftdi 
young lady, I was rather startled by hearing behind me the 
faintest little shriek possible — ^a lady's shriek — ^whîdi was 
followed by a peal of laughter. It was easily explained. The 

young and beautiful Countess de L y after whizlîng 

through the mazes of a polka, had retomed to her place: & 
seat was not to be found, but the Countess leaned negligentlj 
against a tree or busb, which was plaeed near a window, to 
repose herself. Oh horror ! the tree moved — had life ; and 
this was the cause of tbe scream. The Countess thoug^t 
very likely it was bewitched. The peal of laughter was 
occasioned by the tree walking off bodily, and by its rainng 
np one of its bougbs, and shaking its leaves in a feiodous 
manner. I was rather curions to know who could hswe 
chosen such an exceedingly unbecoming costume — ^it was the 
Duc de Dino. It was a complète disguise, but it must haswt 
been very uncomfortable. The cotillon did not finish tiJl htilf- 
past seven in the morning. I confess I left earlier, but had 
it not been for the imperious demands of " Tired naturels 
sweet restorer, gentle sleep," must be obeyed, I should bafie 
waited till the last to hâve witnessed what must hâve been a 
curious sight, that of seeing in the cold and broad daylight 
fays, sprites, sylphs, queens, kings, and peasants rapidl^ 
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tafciiig ikcîr ilight, like the marrellmn çoests of AladdÎB's 
«udifliited palace flying away at the magidan's bidding. 

It really seems aa if, in regard to balls tbis year, the désire 
is iaereased by being gratified, for never bave I known a Fans 
•aason to reacb so far into tbe spring. The cold and rainy 
weatber bas been partly tbe cause of tbis. So numerona bare 
boMi tbe balls witbin tbe lest week, tbat I cannot uodertake 
to mention even tbe names of tbe givers ; but I can speak of 
one wbicb may possess interest. It is wéU known tbat many 
of tbe old families of tbe Faubourg St. Germain bare for 
some time renounoed ail idea of ballsy fêtes, &c. Being dis- 
appointed in tbeir political desires, tbey bare resolved on 
abowing tbeir anger by making tbemselres as misérable as 
possible. Tbis extremely wise proceeding not baving pro- 
duced tbe sligbtest effect on tbe person or persons for whom it 
was intended, its projectors bave, perbaps, at last corne to tbe 
eondusion tbat tbey may as well amuse tbemselves, for tbeir 
bouderie is paid not attention to. Tbe Count and Countess 
D 1 gave a bail last Friday nigbt. It was brilliantly 
attended. Tbe Count was Minister of Finance under Louis 

Pbilippe. Tbe salons of tbe Count T> 1 bave not been 

opened for a réunion for several years. It is said tbat 
many otbers wiil follow tbe Count's example — ^if not tbis 
year, early next season. A grand bail was given last nigbt by 
tbe Marquise de Brabentane. Tbis lady is daugbter of tbe 
oelebrated Marquise de Gallifet, of wbomis told the foUowing 
story. Thefamilybad been for many years résident at St. 
Domingo, wbere tbey beoame one of tbe most eminent families 
of tbe colony. The Marquise was a woœan of extraordinaiy 
beauty, and sbe joined to tbat an extraordinary wit and origi- 
nality, wbicb rendered ber cbarming to ail wbo saw her ; in 
fact, Boon afiter ber retum to France, tbe Marquise de Gallifet 
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was but another name for grâce, wit, and beautj. Ibrie 
Antoinette heard tliis, and signified to some one thatshe 
would not object to seeing the Marquise. This was comma- 

, nicated to M. de Gallifet, who, justly proud of his birth, his 
fortune, and, aboveall, of the beauty of his wife^ declaied that 
ahe should never appear at Court tiU she had been solicited 
to do 80 by the Queen herself ! Marie Antoinette laughed at 
this, and deciared, mockingly, that it was an original idea ; 
but female curiosity leads female hearts to great lengths— - 

. nothing was talked of in the monde but the gaoottea so beau- 
tifully danced by the beautiful Marquise. The Queen's 
curiosity was aroused to an extraordinary pitch, and at 
the next grand bail given at Yersailles the Marquis aud 

. Marquise were invited according to ail the rules of étiquette. 
ThÎB was a splendid triumph for Madame de Gallifet. A 
short time after they made the acquisition of a splendid hotel, 
and gave magnificent/^i^«, which were attended not only by 
the flower of the French nobility, but by the King himself. 
and with him the gentle, the wronged, the innocent Marie 
Antoinette. 

Last Sunday the Bois de Boulogne was more than ordina- 
rîly crowded ; the cause of this increase of carnages was 
easily ascertained — ^there were races at Longchamps. The daj 
was glorious ; the rays of the sun, so long a truant, weie 
xnost grateful, and cast a génial light on the faces of the crowd. 
The programme of the races offered many attractions, and, take 
it ail in ail, with the single exception of the visit of the Ghrand 
Duke Gonstantine last year to this race course, I think I hare 
never seen in France so numerous and so choisi a gathoriag. 
Vot a fine name in France but was there represented by some 
bearer of it. Among others the Princesses de Mettemicb» 
iie Léon, and Czartoriska» Comtesse de Greffolke. de la 
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]U>ehefoacau1d, and de Morny; Duchesses d'Istiie and de 
Sagan ; the Baroness de Botbschild, &c. The Miettes were 
mostbrilliant, and were for the most part composed of dresses 
of taffetas of light colours, many with and many without 
flonnces, but none with double jupe. I observed some of our 
tUgmdee in striped dresses, one white stripe, and one of 
colour, with one large flounce at the bottoni of the predomi- 
nating colour in the silk. It has become quite a rage this year 
to couvert the fine cachmere shawls into a sort of bumos or 
cloak, with hanging hood. ï cannot say I admire this. 
The Indian cachmere has a cachet of its own, and should be 
allowed to retain its original character ; to change its form 
takes away from itç value. Many of the bonnets had wreaths 
of flowers entirely around the face, to replace the t(mr% de tête^ 
ox cap. This is very well as a novelty, but the tulle and blonde 
lace of the cap give a delicacy to the complexion that the 
decided colours of ail flowers cannot equal. The Emperor and 
Empress airived in time to see the principal race of the day, 
and, as may be well imagined, their présence gave additional 
éclat to the proceedings. 

Between the races an attentive observer might hâve re- 
markedthat some very interesting subject was being dis- 
eussed. The fair countenances of the ladies seemed overcast» 
It seems that some person had just brought the news that 
the beautiful and acoomplished daughter of the Marquis de 

la E had entered a couvent. The reason was the old taie 

love, and an inexorable father. Theobject of the young lad/s 
affection was a gentleman of good birth and fortune, but no 
title. The patrician blood of the Marquis would not allow 
him to consent to the union. I saw the parties dancing 
together this winter at the Tuileries. How little either of 
them imagined that their happiness was so soon to cease ! * 
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Ike joung lâdy is making hurried preparatioiis f<^ taking tlM 
faéal YOWB wbioh will kit ever separate her fiom the anfeeUng 
ir«ikl. What a aad £Bte for one so young ! In her solitaiy 
and lelf-imposed oonfinement» that aad yoang Keart may ex- 
daîm with Juliei — 

* * Alas ! that love, so gentle in hia view, 
Should be so tyrannous and rongh in proof." 



LETTEB XLVII. 



GftttiQlio Observances— The FaneyFairat the British Embassy 
— The Prince ImpériaL and the Enfans de Troupe— The 
Concerts Musard— Bistori in a New Rôle — ^The Eashionfr^- 
The Golden Belt, a Romance of !Fashionable Life. 

Paris, Monday, May 14, 1860. 
Thi month of May is one especially devoted by the followera 
of the Gatholic faith to the adoration of the Yirgin Maiy, 
and this accounts for the number of young girls dressed in 
white (the emblem of purity), with orange-blossoms on their 
heads, that one meets daily in the etreets on their way to 
the Tarions chnrchea. The rainy and nnpleasant weather is 
rery unûiyourable to them, and makes their white dresses 
and long veils look dreadfdlly crushed and Men. It also 
keeps the children at home who are wont at this season of the 
year to erect little ohapels at the corners of the principal 
jstreets, and soUcit passers-by to give them a sou for its pre« 
senration and enlargement. I call them " chapels " becanse 
the children dignify them by that name ; they are seldom 
anything more, hoireyer, than a email bit of candie stuck on 
401 old broken plate. The architectural iînish of thèse cfaapeit 
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u tiqiposed to Iiave leached perfection when a tlireelegged 
fltool» ooTerad witli a white cloth, can be obtained, on whick 
to place the candie and plate. A plaster statue of the Yirgin 
il a degree of omamentation never indulged in, though 
sometimes a beneyolent passenger is moved to an unusual 
degree of generosity by the désire manifested by the children 
to buy one ; but, alas for the selûshness of human nature 
the money given to buy a statue is usually spent in honbom^ 
or in the purchase of those wafer-like cakes called plaisin^ 
which ail my little Mends who hâve been to Paris remember 
with such deUght. 

The fancy fair, which took place on Tuesday, Wednesday , and 
Thursday of this week at the English Embassy, for the benefit of 
theBritish Charitable Institution, was extremely well attended, 
althovgh the weather on the first day was so very inclement 
that the attendance was not large ; Wednesday and Thursday, 
howerer, made up for the first day, and a considérable sum 
muai hâve been collected. The names of the lady patronesses 
comprised some of the first of the Erench and foreign noblesse 
now in Paris — ^among others, the Princess Metternich, the 
Countess de Momy, Gountess Walewski, Lady Eokeby, Mrs. 
Swale, Lady Oliffe, Miss Keir Grant, Yicountesse de Brezé, 
Mrs. Gage. The Countess Cowley had a stall upon which 
weie ezhibited many articles of English manufacture, such as 
hats, Balmoral pettîcoats, china, &c. Her ladyship proved 
an excellent saleswoman, as her stall was soon empty ; the 
hats were most beautifiil, and quite a novelty in Paris. The 
Prinoess Metternich was a valuable auxiliary. She had some 
little portemonnaies in a box, which she entreated each passer- 
by io purchase ; her manner was so charming that her porte* 
monnaies were soon ail sold, and then the Princess sold 
bouquets. I cannot say that the flowers were beautiful, or 
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that ihe price was very moderate, but slie soon managed W 
dispose of them. The Princess is tell and exiseedingly graee- 
fol ; her face is not pretty, but her large darl eyes are full of 
fire; her manners are cbarmiDg, with a simplicity and a 
Ittiêêer aller which in ene occupying her position is very 
attractive. Each lady patroness had several young ladj 
assistants, and the display of pretiy faces was enough to 
rejoice one's heart. But the bright particular star, tha 
^'obsenred of ail observers," was the eldest daughter of Lord ' 
Cowley, Lady Sophia Wellesley. Her young ladyship was 
selling cakes, chocolaté, and other refreshments, and I aadly 
fear that many a digestion was trifled with rnthlessly for tbe 
sake of standing before her stall a little longer. One young 
gentleman, who, to my certain knowledge, had eaten sixteea 
buns, fiye cakes, and a large tart, after a desperate effort, 
resolved to take something more; Lady Sophia, perhaps 
unaccustomed to such ferocious appetites, and seeminglj 
quite unaware of the secret intent of the gentleman, looked 
at him with rather an astonished air. That formidable look 
made the young gentleman swallow his seventeenth bun ihe 
wrong way ; feeling a sensé of his own position, and the 
knowledge that he would soon be slapped on the back bj 
somesympathising friend to make the bun take its natural 
course, he liquidated his large account, and walked alowlf 
and sorrowfully away. I was not surprised at his wishing to 
look at her ; with my sex's privilège, I gazed at her to mjr 
heart's content. If anything can surpass the beauty of ber 
face, it is the air of distinction which characterises this young 
lady, as well as her sister. A military band '' discoursed 
most excellent music" in the garden, and the fair nnght 
bave been continued for a week longer as far as r^aids. 
attendance and suocess. 
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An interestino: event took place the day before yesterday. 
The Prince Impérial baving manifested a désire to see the 
mfans as troupe of bis régiment, bis wisb was complied with 
—in fact, aU the enfana de troupe now in Paris, numbeiing 
about 150, were brougbt to tbe Tuileries. Tbe young Prince 
joined them, and they iiled off before their Majesties. Tbej 
tben entered tbe Palace, beaded by tbe Prince Impérial, and 
Jïassed into one of tbe long galleries, in whicb was served a 
most délectable repast ; bis little bigbness took bis seat at 
their liead, and seemedto enjoy bimself in tbe bigb est possible 
degree. Tbe Prince, after tbe clotb was removed, gravelj 
proposed tbe toasts of "Tbe Army," and "The enfana de 
troupe,^* whicb were of course dnmk witb great entbusiasm 
by bis little guests. Tbe Emperor and Empress passed tbrough 
the bail, and her Majesty kissed and patted tbe beads of 
several of tbe pretty little fellovvs. The saddest moment of 
aU was after tbe festivity, wben tbe cbiblren were obliged to 
leave. Tbe Prince objected to this most energetically, and 
it was only on tbe promise tbat they sliould come soon agaia 
thût be allowed tbem to départ. His Higbness is a bright 
intelligent boy, and, althoUgb but little over fouryearaof âge, 
apeaks several languages iliiently. 

Tbe we^tber bas so suddenly become bot tbat tbe théâtres 
are almost deserted (at least by tbe uf)per classes), outdoor 
amusements being more agreeable. The *' Conct-rts Musard/* 
behind tbe Palace de F Industrie, opened on tbe Ist of May, 
and bave been extremely well attende:! ; iu fact, I know of 
no pleasanter place to pass away an evening. In the midst 
offrngrant flowers and dasbing fountains, the sweet melody 
of this adinirably-organised band rises and falls in gentle 
cadence. Musard bas written some beaatiful morceaim 
ihis winter, which wiU soon, no doubt, become popular, lika 

X • 



mmyHhiuf ema&atmg ttom iUa ftyourite oosnpoMr. Tke 
IpricQ of admission is extremely low — only a &ano, but 
Kusard b«s hii down, and adhcired to, a rule which ia moat 
fiommendable, that of refusing admission to ail improper 
persona ; the oonsequence is, that the company is really seleci, 
t ohserved last night, among others, Lord Cowley and his 
two dajogbters. Prince and Princess Mettendch, and Auber 
ihe oamposext The Tamberlik Galop, executed for thd finst 
tima» was received with much applause. 

Madame Siatori is playing Queen Elisabeth at the Italiens. 
Jt ia the first time ahehaa been seen in this rdle in Paria, and 
ibe bas created quite a furore in it« It is unfortunate for this 
Xiaally gieat tragédieme that the only 9aMe snitable to her îb 
Paris (the Italian Opera^honse) should be oeeapied until ao 
late in the season. Many of onr fashionables are already goiie 
ta the oountry, and those who are hère do not like the ides 
fif passing three or four hours in the théâtre at this season. 

The bot weather bas wronght a rapid change in the 
iM^bîons. Ail dark oolours baye been disearded suddenly, and 
Ugbter ones bave taken their plaœ. Barège dresses, with one 
disep flounca of the same material, and several small ones of 
silk of a contrasting coloifr, are yery pretty. I saw a grey one^ 
withs maU blue flowera, there was a deep âounce of the barège, 
and four smaU Uue silk ones above it. Bonnets are made muc& 
isrger this year tban last; and it oertainly seems aa if the 
^|ieadful poke bonnet of our grandmothers was hanging me» 
Ifscingly orer our heada — ^better over them than on them yoa 
vitt «ay, but so it is. The campiey so much wom during the 
'\9Ai ihree years, siill keeps its sway over our iié^nieê. Some 
"Vliy pretty oiiiss ave made of black silk with white silk oording 
it ad the seams, and a stitching of white silk, done by the 
W9ingaMfihiaa,KtiiindthahotiQm. Others are ail plain bkck 
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wJky and liaye a sort of small pèlerine of guipure or Chantilly 
kœ ihrôwn oTcr the shoulders. Many ladies hâve them made 
ihe aame colour as the dress. I saw a beautifiil pearl-grey 
ailk, trimmed with a wide band of yiolet taffetas round the 
bottom of the skirt, with the casaque or long basque of the 
eame silk, and trimmed in the same manner; this was, of 
course, extremely élégant, and could be worn only for carnage 
and yisiting dress. Another pretty outside covering is the 
nraslin shawl, which came ont last summer ; they are made of 
white musKn, generally embroidered, and are extremely cool 
and pretty for the yery hot weather. As the spring advances 
ibeclosed dress sleeve retires, and in its place we hâve the o|d 
shapes, but ail flowing. The tight silk sleeve with the cuff 
was yery pretty for the winter, but the other is more agree- 
able for hot weather. I sec that the ViiÛe postillon, or tail to 
the bodies of dresses, is being made to silk dresses agaîn this 
year, probably to relieve the monotony of the corsage à cem- 
iitre. Pointed bodies hâve gone out totally and entirely. A 
moflt beautiful présent for a good kind papa or husband to 
make just now is a gold band — ^real gold — ^the links very 
small, indeed, like the bracelets worn some years ago. I 
cannot say they are much worn hère, because their priée pre- 
vents their being generally used ; but many of our fashionable 
ladies, at the head of whom I can name her Majesty, haye 
shown especial favour for this beautiful ornament. A little 
anecdote, in which one of thèse belts is mentioned, was told 
last week ; I cannot youch for its truth, but I am acquainted 

with the parties. Mdlle , a young lady of no pérsonal 

attractions, but of great moral excellence, and possessing a 
veiy large fortune (something like twenty thousand pounds a 
year), had, Hke most young ladies in her position, seven^ 
aiôtora for her hand. Her father gave a bail about a moiÉb 

X 2 
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ago, to which ail the gentlemen were invited. Passing beliihd 
a group of busheb wbich hnd been plnced in the bail room to 
decorate it, the young Indy saw two of her admirers engag^ed 
in lo^, and, on one side, angiy dialogue. Her own naine was 
mentioned — do not blnme her if she did not appear immedi- 
ately ; she was anxious to hear their conversât on. The first 
speaker was the one towards whom her heart yeamed; în 
fact she had almost pronounced the décisive ** Yes :" the other 
an officer of high rank, but without fortune, and knuwn to be 
deeply in debt. The first spoke of his future with certainty ; 
regretted her ugliness, and added that he only married her 
for her money. He also said he considered he was conferring 
a favour upon lier. The officer took it yp, sa^ying that if the 
young lady had in reality consent ed, lie was unworthy of the 
distinction: th«it love invested its object wilh beauty ; that 
he (for he loved her) thought her most beautiful — and even 
if she were not, her other qualities were such at eniitled her 
to esteem and admiration. The next day the officer received 
the golden belt worn by the lady the evening before, insti- 
tuting him her champion in the eyes of ail the world. Their 
hanns were published yesterday. 



LETTER XLVIII. 



The Weather — Spring Fashions — ^Impérial Movements — ^Mar- 
ripge of the Prince de Polignac — The Impérial Stables — 
The Conciergerie — Souvenirs of Marie Antoinette. 

Paiis, Friday, June 8, 1860. 
*' WiLL the pleasant weather never corne P " is the question 
thateveryone is aisking his neighbour. The oldest iiihabi» 
tout (that individual who, Dickens says, makes it a point 
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ileyer to know anything) certainly cannot remember such a 
spiing as this — so cold, so gusty, and wet. In Paris one 
expects fine weather at a certain date; in fact, the 15tli of 
May is supposed to be the time when carpets are removed 
and parqueted floors waxed, heavy window curtains taken 
down, and Venetian blinds or muslin curtains to replace 
them. According, therefore, to ancient custom, thèse little 
préparations for overpowering beat were made at the 
appointed date by ail the good housewives of Paris, and it is 
now their discomfort to find that the expected beat does net 
corne, and their bouses, instead of looking deliciously cool 
and airy, appear cold, desolate, and uncomfortable. Which 
of those very inconsiderate celestial bodies is causing ail tbis 
confusion ? The jètes champêtres that bave been put off, the 
smnmer dresses which bave been consigned to the silent chest 
of drawers, are innumerable. The only consolation is that 
we bave companions in misery — ^that in England, and eveu 
in the United States, the weather bas also been inclement 
and uaseasonable. 

Our fashionable dressmakers bave àll sorts of novelties, if 
the weather would only permit us to wear them. Little 
Zouaves in light cashmere, trimmed witb gold and silver 
braid ; others are made of white muslin, trimmed witb straw. 
Tbis is a great novelty. I bave seen a black silk paletât 
trimmed on the sleeves and skbii witb rows of straw. It is 
peculiar, but I cannot say it has a pretty effect ; it is also 
inconvénient, as the slightest movement of the wearer breaks 
the straw. It looks better on barège than on silk. I saw a 
blue barège of a very délicate shade, which was embroidered 
down the front and around the bottom of the skîrt witb Ltilc 
stars of straw. This was pretty. But where the straw reaUj 
shows to adyantage is in the trimming of bonnets. A vay 
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d^gant oœ is made .from fine Devonshii» straw, whà • 
floloured curtain of taffetas (mauve or light blue, for ezampl«), 
irith a thick straw cord twisted twiœ round the bonnet, aad 
made in a knot on oné aide with two tasseb of straw; strmgB 
to match the curtain, and the same straw cord undemeagHi, 
across the top of the bonnet. There has been an effort made 
to do away with the blonde cap inside bonnets, and to replace 
a with flowers, but this is not so pretty ; there is a peculîar 
soflness about the blonde which is becoming to ererjoue. 
The mixture of black velvet with white flowers for bonnets is 
stiU yery much used ; it is simple and very élégant. In the 
way of cloaks we hâve notbing that can compete with aie 
long black silk casaque ; the paletot of black silk is no longer 
eonsidered bon genre. For elderly ladies the black eni« 
broidered cashmere shawl, with lace, is very pretty ; and Hor 
aome ladies, who think themselves not young enough for tbe 
casaque, but who still want something more gay than the 
hJack cashmere shawl, the same shawl has been made in iridte 
cashmere, trimmed also with black lace ; tlùs, which in the 
days of our grandmothers would bave been eonsidered an 
absurd mélange of colours, is now acoepted as very dMngué. 
I saw a white muslin dress with innumerable flounces, eadi 
flounce trimmed with black lace. Piqué dresses, with tbe 
long casaque of the same matériel, are trimmed with blad: 
Telvet; this of course involves a constant trimming and 
nndoing each time the dress is washed, but the velyet has m 
pretty and novd effect. 

The Impérial standard is no longer ffoating over the 
Tuileries. Their Majesties and the Prince Impérial hâve 
gone to Fontainebleau; four séries of guests hâve been 
invited, and there will be several hunts. One misses the 
flBoiling face of the Empress in the shady aUeys of the Boia de 
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BoulogiiQ, and tlie beautiful équipage of the Prince Impând» 
with his martial-lookitig garde du corpê, 

A few days sinoe took place the mairiage of tbe Frinœ dn 
Folignac with Mdlle. Mirés, daughter of the weidthy oapi* 
taliat. It is said that a sincère attachiuQnt had sprutig np 
between the young couple (an extraordinary fact in thoM 
aordid times), and that she nuurried him for himself and noi 
hia title» and he married her for herself and not her father't 
coffers. In thèse sensible, matter-of-fact, steam*engine dayii 
one hears less of fnéêollianee than formeriy, when crofuumé 
could not wed noble. 

A Yery agreeable houT-and*a^half may now bo spent in n 
Tisit to the Emperor's new stables in the LouTie. Gréai 
facility is afforded to strangers to enter, and every day om 
may meet people from every quarter of the globe (but par^ 
ticularly from England) examining with iuterest and attentioa 
thèse magnificent stables. The outrance is by one of the fiiM 
gâtes of the Louvre, facing the Seine, and after having signcd 
our names in the yisitors' book we enter the Cour Caulain» 
court. In the centre of this court is a large spiral stairoas» 
of extrême beauty, omamented on each side by gigantio 
bronze groups representing a dog and a boar, whose open jaWS 
eject streams of water which fall into marble basins below. 
This staircase conducts to a riding-school now in coniM 
of construction, and consequently not open to visitors. In 
the first stable to the left in the courtyard are kept 
the saddle-horses for the Emperors's »uUe. They avo 
Teiy numerous and veiy fine, but we hasten on them to 
those kept for the spécial use of his Majesty. Thîi 
stable is of gieat beauty; it is paved with stone, ysOT 
nkdy carved, the Impérial eagle being at the threshold. Tb» 
bsnes, aboot fifteen in mumbec, an splendid numals^ anA 
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hvre themost cosy stalls one can imagine ; each borse liasUv 
name imtten up over his head, and this is surmounted hj 
a crowned eagle carved in oak ; we particularly obsenred one 
tplendid créature, and afterwards learned tbat he was tbe 
Emperor's favourite saddle-borse ; bis name, as \Mitten over 
his bead, was Guningbam. One of our party said tbe boise 
bad fallen in bis esteem because bis name was not spelt 
properly, and tbat be tbougbt it was an injustice to the 
animal to rob bim of bis second " n ;" somebody, of course, 
biougbt in tbe backneyed quotation of tbe rose by any otber 
name smelling as sweet, tbe applicability of whicb, bow- 
ever, in tbe présent case, being disputed by our erudite 
friend, wbo said tbat roses migbt not be particular in tbat 
lespect, but borses were. But the servant wbo was sbow- 
ing us tbe stables now lad tbe way into différent carriage» 
bouses, and at last into tbat in whicb is kept the voiture de 
gala, Tbis magnificent carriage, wbicb was used at the 
cbiistening of tbe Prince Impérial, is one mass of red velyet 
and gilding; from tbe centre of tbe top rises a gigantic 
<arowned eagle, wbose gilded outspread wings almost toncb 
eitber side of tbe carriage, so great is tbeir widtb. But 
altbougb of great beauty, tbis gala carriage does not com» 
pare witb tbe one used at the marrîage of the Emperor and 
Empress, wbicb is kept at Yersailles. The attention of tbe 
fisitor is immediately attracted to the cbarming little car- 
riage presented by tbe Eqaperor's coacbmaker to the Prince 
Impérial. Tbe paintings on the panels are ch^%-d^ œwort ; 
and inside, tbe soft wbite satin cusbions — tbe gold embroi- 
dered "N" — everytbing, in fact, call fortb admirationr 
Tbe Prince is veiy fond of tbe carriage, it is said, but it ta 
never used except at Saint Cloud, wbere bis little Higbnesi 
is drlyen about in it, drawn by two little black ponies. The» 
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are a nnmber of otlier rooms to see, in which are kepjb sad- 
dies, bamess, and ail other appartenances ; but thèse I need 
not descrîbe. English visitors to Paris should make it a 
point to yisit the Emperor's stables. Cards for admission 
may be had on applying (by letter) to General Fleuiy, at 
the Palace of the Louvre. 

Another interesting visit may be paid to a place of a far 
différent character. I refer to the Conciergerie, the prison 
of the unhappy, the wronged Marie Antoinette. In enter^ 
îng the sad and lonely cell, occapied during sixty-seven day» 
by this virtuous Queen, how the mind reverts to the timo 
when she was flattered, courted, petted, adored ; and hoyr . 
in a few months she descended from the throne of France to 
this misérable cell, and only left it to meet an untimely and 
inhuman end. The cell is about eleven feet long and seven 
wide ; an obscure light streams in from a small window, ita 
lays falling upon the crucifix, which was the property of 
Marie Antoinette. The gaoler showed us a small hole eut 
in the waU, through which her every movement was watched. 
A chair and an iron bedstead were the only pièces of fumi- 
ture in the room. There are two pictures in the cell, which 
were painted and placed there by order of the first Emperor, 
One represents Marie Antoinette at the moment she is told 
that she is to leave her royal home for a prison ; and the . 
other represents her receiving the consolations of religion, in 
this same cell, just before leaving it and the world for ever ! 
Both are accounted good likenesses, and possess a painful 
interest in the scènes they represent. The adjoining cell waa 
Bobespierre's place of confineaient after the fall of the 
Bevolutionary party. It is a more spacious and more com- . 
fortable-looking place than the one Oocupied by the royal 
CttptiYe. To the right of Bobespierre's cell is the celebi-ated . 
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** Balle d'Attente," wlieie the unbappy and noble Tiotîma of 
ihe Bevolutiopists aasembled to hear their doom pronouneed. 
Alaa I the fatal cart which conveyed them to the icaffdid» 
amidat the hootings of the bloodthirsty populace, atood waH- 
ing at the door, and their implacable judges, in answer to 
their pleadings, but pointed to the yehide which waa to 
himy them on to death. It is thia SaUe, represented in the 
magnificent painting of " A Scène at the Conciergesiei 
1793," by Gerôme, which attracts ao much attention amd 
admiration at the Luxembourg. The Conciergerie ia now 
onder repair, and therefore there are no priaoners within iti 
gloomy precincts ; but in a few montha the heavy barred 
gatea as they swing on their creaking hinges will cause many 
a aad heart to sigh for liberty. The famous " salle " bai 
been converted into a chapel, where the prisoners will ai« 
semble to hear mass every Sunday. This is rather a meLm" 
choly subject to finish my letter with, but next week I sbi^ 
dédommager my readers by giving them an acconnt of tlia 
gaietiea at Fontainebleau. 



LETTEE XLIX. 

The Weather— The Fête of the Annexation— The Review— Tlie 
Ittaminations — A Novel Use for Diamonda — Impérial 
Largesse. 

Paria, Thuraday, Jane 14, 1860. 

Pabi9, àiways ao gay and bright, waa doubly beautifiil to* 
day ; the sun shone brilliantly forth, making the grées ticaf 
in the Tuileries and the Champs Elysées, assume a riclMr 
tint, while ita n^a falling thiough the watera of the baii^ 
tîM fountaina of the Place de la Concorde^ made 
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f^Molde and glow witk a thotusand dumgîng hues. 1i iras 
Âe Fête of the Annexation of Savoy and Nice, and by « 
smgolar coincidence, the anniversary of the battles et 
Maiengo and Fiiedland. It was also this day one year ago, 
that the Zouayes and Grenadiers of the Guard marched 
Ibrward from Milan to achieve the glorious yictory of Sol- 
ferino ; there seemed triple reason for celebrating thèse three 
yictories — two of them gained by force of anns, and the 
third by the better and wiser means of justice and diplo- 
macy. 

No wonder, then, tbat the ouvrier laid aside his blome 
a&d put on his kabU de gala. No wonder that the grisette's 
snow white cap was trimmed with bright ribbons, and that 
the plain, well-wom cotton gown is replaced by one of 
brighter hue; it is a national holiday; and from nine 
o'dock in the moming till perhaps past eleven at night, thèse 
good people will be in the streets, admiring everything th^ 
see, laughing at everything they hear — happy, light-hearted, 
and insouciant. The town was beautifully decorated with 
flags ; in many places the Sardinian colours floated with the 
tricolouT, and at Meurice's Hôtel the English Union Jack 
and the American Stars and Stripes mingled theîr rich and 
heavy hues with the less intricate French and Sardinian 
standards. AU the moming one met little bodies of the 
Garde Nationale going at a quick pace somewhere, one knew 
not whither ; but about one o'clock they re-united on the 
Champs de Mars, where they were to be reviewed by the 
Emperor. 

His Majesty, accompanied by the Empress, had arrived 
from Fontainebleau at one o'clock, and at half-past one left 
ifae Tuileries for the Champs de Mars. The Emperor wore 
a general's unifoxm, without any other décoration than that 
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of the Légion of Honour. The Impérial eorÛge conaisied 
first . of a detaciiraent of the Cettt-Gardes, after them rode 
the officers of ordonnance and aides-de-camp, then bis 
Idajesty himself, immcdiately foUowed by the Prince Napo- 
léon, Marshal Bandon, and the Duke de Malakoff. The 
carnages of the Empress, driven à la (TAumonty followed the 
Emperor's corûye. Her Majesty occupied the first one, and 
was accompanied by the Grand Duchess Marie of Eussia and 
her two sorïs. The Prince Impérial did not accompany his 
parents; the appearance of the Impérial family was the 
signal for long and loud shouts of "Vive l'Empereur !" 
"Yive la D^iiîistie Napoléonienne!" Nothing could at 
this moment exceed the view from the terrace of the Tui- 
leries; to tlie left was the magnificent old château, the 
home of so many kinjçs, with the long line of massive foliage 
from its gâte to the Place de la Concorde, the place itsdf 
as the cortègt passes, with the brazen helmets and cui- 
rasses of the Cent- Gardes glittering in the sun, and far, 
far in the distance Napoleon's sculptured life, the Arc de 
Triomphe. The people, many of whom had been at their 
posts from an early hour in the morning, after watching the 
cavalcade slowly disappear amidst the trees of the Champs 
Elysées, now left their strongholds to make a rush for the 
bridges which were already crowded ; in fact, for miles ou 
every side of the Champ de Mars, the Hving human mass 
had been dense for hours. The ^Emperor, after havii^ 
crossed the plain, commenced the review of the Garde Na- 
tionale, each column greeted his Majesty with most deafen- 
iog vivats. 

On the balcony on the first story of the Ecole Militaiie 
was placed a sort of tent made of crimson velvet^ — under thif 
her Majesty aud the Grand Duchess, accompanied by their 
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lespective suites, took seats — ail the Windows were occnpîed by 
ladies in grande toilette. The défile lasted au hour and a lialf, 
the Grarde Nationale filed off first — tlie entlm^iasm of this 
body was so great that in passin*; before his M.ije^ty, lliey 
carried their shakos on the end of their inu>kets, and made 
the air ring with their shoufs. The sun, wlioserays were 
tempered by a gentle western breeze, shone j;lorioiisW till the 
end of the review. Their Mfijesties, letunung from the 
Champ de Mars, stopped at the Palais de riudu>trie, to see 
the Agricultural Exhibition, which will be open tn the fuiblic 
next Saturday., The Ceiit-Gardes were dismis^ed at the door 
of the exhibition, and his Majesty returned to the Tuileries in 
one of the Empressas carriages. 

It was a gênerai remark that the beantv of the scène was 
enhanced by the variely of costumes to be sern among the 
assembled multitude. The reason v>as that numbers of 
strangers from ail coimtries had come lo l'aii- for this /^^tf, 
as well as innumerable crowds from the Frenrh provinces. 
Thèse wore their national costume, which in nianv c«is«s is 
Tery picturesque. I observed a little band ^vf Sa-^oNards, 
with their knee-breechts and deep red storkin^s, wearifij; the 
tricolour libbons twined about their slouclitd l.ats. It was 
veryamusing to see them at regular interviil>, stop and shout 
lustily, "Vive la France" — La France u>w cnmprcheiuled 
their own romantic land with its gentle iiiiis ;ind Inxui ant 
yalleys. 

The Empress left Paris for Fontain-^blcMu i)y the t ;>in, 
Stroliing about to see the illuminations we ?* v hcr Maj -^ly, 
who, being only atiended by two ladiis i onour, i.i a 
carnage of a very simple description, v\as h» Un recoin sed 
by the people, who were sh uting for he»- lon_ i li and h( h. 
The illuminations were on a much mtne < xt. \t* scaU an 
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ims expected, the Palace^of the Elyaée bdng aperfectblaEe of 
]igiit. Ail the Mimstries of the Crowu weie illumînated, as 
well as the Tour St. Jacques, the Arc de Triomphe, tlie 
Corps Législatif, &c. ; but I observed that the foreign Minis- 
tcies had no attempt at illuminations. The Eue Bivoli was 
▼«ry striking, as &om its commencement at the Place de la 
Concorde, to quite the end, a long straight row of gaslight 
was buming» the effect was very chaste and pretty. The 
en)wd that had assembled near the Seine, at about eigbt 
o'dook in the evening, had the gratification of seeing lus 
Mijesty walking in the lesenred tenace of the Tuileries^ 
âtteoded by the Chef du Cabinet, Monsieur Mocquard, aad 
by General Fleuiy. 

His Majesty was immediately recognised by the crowd, 
and receiyed with loud acdamatious. For the benefit of my 
&ir leaders, and perhaps for my own satisfaction, I tried to 
aee exactly the Empresa's toilette, but I om obliged to con- 
fess that as she passed in her carriage I saw nothing but 
her face, which was encîrded by a wreath of délicate mauioe 
flowers ; at the review I was even less fortunate, for being 
àbove her Majesty, I oonld only gaze down upon her parasol, 
the end of whieh was set with diamonds and other predous 
rttsus. 

In the evening cantatas were sung at seyeral of the 
théâtres. I bave no doubt they were veiy fine, as a gold 
medal was accorded for one of them ; but I confesa I did 
not brave the orowd to hear them. The crowd in the streets 
ai midnight was sa great, if not greater, than at ten o'dock;, 
as about that bour the théâtres began to disgorge. AU was 
langbter, joking, and meniment up to the last moment. 
The Smperor and Empress bave given a large aum baat 
theîr private puises for the poor» and I do not doubt thèse 
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pcople will long remember the generosîty of theîr Majesties 
cm tbe occasion of the annexation of Savoy and Nice. A la 
f prochaine ma lettre de Fontainebleau, 



LETTEK L. 



Tbe Weather — ^The Eoad to Eoniainbleau — ^Early Habits of tba 
Emperor — ^The Prince Impérial — ^The Interior of the Châ- 
teau — ^The Pope's Old Quarters — The Impérial Cabinet de 
TraTail— An Odd Eish— The Stables and Kennel 

Eontamblean^Thursday, June 21, 1860. 
TBe reports of unpropitious weather hère, and the unusual 
dulness of the Impérial circle at the château, caused by the 
serions illness of Prince Jérôme, did not prevent my leaving 
Paris the day before yesterday in order to fulfil my promise of 
last week. The ride from Paris to Fontainebleau is certainlj 
one of the most beautiful for its length that can be imagined. 
On each side of the road may be seen fine villa résidences, 
almost hidden by massive verdure, and the next moment, as 
the iron horse whirls swiftly along, luxurious and extensive 
plains, stretching far away to the right or left, meet the eye. 
The town and château of Fontainebleau are about fifteen 
minutes' drive from the railway station. Hâve you that 
indispensable article, a friend at Court ? I am so fortunate 
as to hâve one, and through his kindness the short distance I 
hâve just mentioned was surmounted in a fine brougham, 
comfortably and richly cushioned, and having upon its dark 
gieen puiels the cypher "N," undemeath an Impérial 
oown. In other words I was accommodated with a seat 
m one of the Court carnages, and was soon rattled up to the^ 
cMteau. 
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The weather was anytbîng but pleasant; it was not 
rail lin tç, but dark grey clouds covered the sky, and loud were 
the threats on the part of the said weather that it would soon 
behave as badly as possible. It was nine in the morniag 
when we reached the château, and but few of the guest» 
of their Majesties were as yet visible. 

"W'alking in the Jardin Anglais, we met the Emperor. 
His Majesiy wore a dark blue frock-coat buttoned to the 
chin, and was quite alone. He had been walking ever siace 
»even, and was, when we met him, returning to the château. 
Bis Majesty, l am told, reads early each morning the papen 
that corne by the morning mails, and by the time his 
invitée are stirring, he bas acquainted himself with the 
events of the day. It is to them a wonder how he can be 
80 well au fait with the political news. They are not, 
perhaps, aware how matutinal he is. 

We promenaded in the magnificent parterres for some 
time, wliere, about ten o*clock, we aaw the Prince Impérial 
with Miss Shaw, his Enj^lish govcmess, and one of hi« 
ladies in waiting. He is in excellent health and in great 
gpirits, as was cvinced by the peals of laughter he uttered aa 
geveral gentlemen who met him chased him through the 
alleys. When near us, his little cheeks were rosy with the 
exercise, and liis bright blue eyes were dancing with glee. He 
is a pr tty child, and while being the image of his mother, the 
gentle liingénie, he still resembles the Emperor, more espccijillj 
when gmve. Lalcr in tlie day we met the Prince again, but 
I will icvnt 10 that furlher along. By this time, mauj 
ladits aid gentlemen, the guests for this week, were prome- 
nadin^ in ihe parterre of the Jardin Anglais, or in the deeplj 
shadrd iillrys iliat conduct to tlie fort^st. We were awaiting 
the escoi t uf our kiud friend at Court, who was to enable ua 
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io Yisit the diftteau, and soon he joined us. It was now iwelvtt 
o'dock, and at that hour their MHJesties and their guests 
breakfast. This gave us an opporlunUy of visitin^r the 
château in détail, and you may rest assured that we did not 
fidl to avail ourselves of the opportunity. 

During the last year or two the Emperor h as caused the 
entire rénovation, or rather restorntion, of the outside of the . 
éhateau, while inside it has resumed ail its former magnifi- 
cence and splendour. Fine paintings fill the panels ihat 
were as yet untenanted, and on ail sides the rîclieàt gildings 
àbound. I was particularly struck with the grandeur of the 
ealons, and especially the Throne-room. £ach of thèse, and, 
I may say, every room in the palace, has its leu;eiid of King 
or Queen, and is doubly inieresting from thèse historical 
réminiscences. The dining saloon is magnificent; marble 
Columns support the splendidly frescoed ceiliiig, glitteiîng 
lustres and chandeliers abound on aU sides, while marble and 
bronze statues fiU each nook and corner. This room is veiy 
large, two hundred persons dine there daily during ihe stay 
of their Majesties in Fontainebleau. I must not forget to 
etate that throughout the entire palace, paintings by the firsi 
masters, and of immense value, are in great profusion. The 
glory ofthe place, in my estimation, is the gallery of Diana, 
La Galerie de Diane. This is a long, beautifully-decorated 
joom, from which one issues into drawing-roonis huiig and 
carpeted with the richest Gobelins tapestry, and filled with 
inlaid fumiture of the most gorgeous description. The Sidle 
de Spectacle is most oonvenient, and richly decornted. It is 
knng in bine silk and gold. At the back of the rows of 
«rm-chairs, used by the spectators, are two saloons ; one is 
used by the Empress, and the otber by his Majesty. IW 
gueete most in fieivour whfle away the entr'actes in thèse saloono 
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«w tbe eveaiogs tiiat ihàr K^jestieB oràar tbaitiîail «epiie. 
senlations. I must «tate, to give fcm an idea af the «se of 
tbe paXftoe, that eighteea luiudred^beds «rç reidy for nae^at «M 

The usher who took ub oves the château, aïod «qpladned 
wJbAt we wBre seeing, was paiticulady frétions wfaile ihewing 
lis /âs a^ariemeM du Fa^. He smiled significandy wliîie 
speakiug of St. Peter's sucoessor, aiad eveu indulged ia Ae 
queiy as to whether Hbb IX. would not like sudi 9aaa% 
quartera, were the tenible Graribaldi to get too dose to JyUiBie. 
Tour leaders will no doubt remember that it was hcre 
Napoléon I. brought the Pope when he had nidiKr 
uuoeremonijaasly taken possession of him. 

Before leaving the château to examine the' kennek, stalsles, 
and gardens, we were shewn the room where the EmpeKH* meeto 
his Mijiisters in councU, the ro(nu that serves «s his cMnet de 
travail, and the room wh^^ he walks on xainy days — a 
loom mn£h frequented, latdy^ I fear. We noticed that m lus 
Msjesty's study, maps and plans abonnded on ail sides^ whik 
numbers of formidable volumes, with marks in them, prored 
that the Emperor, in spite of his many occupaticMis, finds tiine 
&r fitudy. We were shewn several rocHns containing billiaid 
and bagatelle tables, as well as oth^ games, for the amuseaient 
of the gnests in xainy weath^. 

Leaving the château à regret — for we had not as yet 
faiiailiarised ourselves with one-tenth of the cmiosities it 
cûiDiains» or heard half its quaint legends of gàllant Idogs and 
fair dames — ^we fiUed our pockets with bread and went to eee 
the famous carp in the grand basia. I fed thèse aged fellows 
with bread crumbs, and had thé satisfaction of seeing aome 
great ugly fish with excresences on their heads denoting their 
âge, as I was assui'ed by our guide. I was told that one of 
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ilie G«p lias a ring in its nose, plaœd theie by Piane.^ 
Poitiers, but attlioiig)! I looked intensdy for i\à» on^ f. 
faîled to get even a glîmpse of a gold noae-ring. I zather 
thîok the wlide affair is one more of the Fontaineblmui 
l^ends. In the midst of the basin i& the famoua Goiuu^ 
Chamber of Napdeon the First, œnstracted by his ordeis, 
£ar out of reach of the ears of prying meddiers. On thie 
faasin, which is abnost a lake, are a number of row-boa^, 
and kere each mondng eady may be seen. his Mi^esil^, 
indulging in a quarter of an hour's steady and invjgoratijsg 
pnll in a boat, which he manages alone, and with great dexte- 
nty. In the evening the Ëmpiess and the lady gneslis a^ 
xowed about the basin by the boatmen. 

Having looked at the carp, we visited the kennels. I 
cannot say much for the dogs. ,They hâve, it appears» «om^ 
disease at présent that prevents theîr hnnting. They .«e^ 
moat oomfortably housed aad taken care of, and havc numbef- 
leaajnqueurs and huntsmen to look after their comfort. I91 
the stables we saw some 60 or 100 tharough-bred horaei;, 
mostly English, and ail of them splendid animais. I was 
also much pleased with the appearance of the Norman 
carriage or post horses. I am told they are verj' useful and 
fast, and that they bear raore fatigue than other horses. We 
also saw the ponies of her Majesty the Empress, and the 
iittle horses sent by the Kitig of Sardinia to the Prince 
Impérial, as weU as his fine pony, the gift of our Queen. 
The Prince drives two of the ponies preaented to him by 
King Victor Emmanuel. He has a small phaeton in which 
he aits as grave as a judge, holding the reins in good style 
aad keeping his team in a good trot. A small and nat|;y 
groom is seated behind the Prince, fully equipped, with top 
boots and liveiy, and having a most knowing and wide-awàke 

Y 2 '* 
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loolr. We met thé Empress on borseback, accompanied bjr 
Mme. la Comtesse de Lourmel and anotlier lady. 

Her Majesty*s bcautiful figure sbows to tbe greatest 
advaiitage on horseback ; sbc is an experîenced and fearless 
borscwoman. Althou<^h their Majesties are less restrained 
hère tban in Paris, they do not enjoy the perfect laisser aller 
Tvhicb is, for them, the piîncîpal charm of Compiègne. The 
Sovereigiis of France could not forget the exi^endea of 
wnrtly étiquette while surrounded, as they are hère, by the 
«souvenirs of a long Une of kings. 

It is observable, however, that her Majesty's moming 
toilettes are marked by great simplicity, contrasting sometimes 
strangely with those of the guests, who corne prepaied to 
Bhine, but who mostly adopt plainer apparel when they 
observe the extrême simplicity of the Empress and her 
suite. The weather has been so unpropitious that new 
iashîons hâve been nipped in the bud, and wet and cold bave 
caused summer novelties to be laid aside, and thick shawls 
and dresses prevail at Fontainebleau as elsewhere. 



LETTER LI. 



Dieppe and tlie Weather — Die[)pe and its Hisiorical Beminuk 
cences — "Chroniqueuse" at Dieppe notices " Chroniqucui'' 
of Dieppe — The Casino — The Band — Watering-Pk« 
Amenities — ^EngUsli Girls at Dieppe and the Freuch Ofih 
cers, ftc. 

Dieppe, Tuesday, July 24, 1860. 
This favouritc sea-bathîng town — which, from its proximiij 
to Paris, its fine walks, and the various and manifold amuse- 
ments it offers to the metropolis-weaiy traveller» can almoit 
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idways count upon retaîniog him till the rough north'<«aalr 
winds suggest that October is drawing near its close — h»$- 
not had its usual influx of visitor this year. 1 he well-to*do 
peasants and iishennen, wlio at the iirst intimation of the 
approach of summer arrange their cottages to the best advan- 
tage, and hold thernselves in readiness to movn, no maa 
knows whither, for the purpose of letting the moi*e comfort- 
able dwelling to some family désirons of passing tlie summer > 
at Dieppe, and willin;]^ to pay more for thiee months* rent 
than would purchtsa tle whole house; thèse poor peopje» 
I say, hâve for the most part been sadly disappointed this 
year. The «veather, cold and wet as it has been in Paria and 
London, has been.doubly dreary aiid unpropitious by the 
seaside, and tlie roUing waves, \\ hose grandeur was wont to 
call forth ail sorts of poetical q notations (rather hackneyed, 
though appropriate), such as — " Roll ou thou deep, dark,*' 
&c., " The sea, the sea, the roîling sea " — now incite the few 
lookers on to bestow other than complimencary expressions 
as the spray dashes up in their faces, and tbe struiig wind 
forces them to wrap more tijçhtly about them the large 
winter sliavvl, wliich the unseasonable weather has kept from 
its summer resting place, tbe camphor box.' It is not there-" • 
fore extraordinarv tliat the new coirier is nt first disappointed 
at the lack of visitors, and fancies his stay this year will be 
anything but a pleasant pne ; he is not aware that for histo- 
rical interest there is, perhaps, not anotlier town in France 
to exceed this, and that he has only to leave tbe Casino and 
the fine vil! as, which evidently are of récent date, and to visit - 
the old town itself, to find as rich a treasure as any person, 
reminiscence-mad, would désire. 

Tradition tells us that about the year 7S0, Charlemagne 
OBosed to be built a château completdy surrounded by high 



SU' FHKnoailAfHS OF FAXIS UJÊOL 

iMfe on tiie ppesent site of Dieppe, alibougb et tkat tin» the 
ittHie givea to tiie place by Fnuoe's great momaedt im& Ber- 
tiiiffrfte. Eishermen 90oa began to build theîr buts near tiie 
olÉteaa, but it remained a place of no inEpottanœ nntâ «fter 
tbvseeoDd vojage of William the Çksoqmstov to< Engiand. l%e 
fnendly relations wfaieb wen then estafeltahed b^ween E«|^ 
land and Nonnandy, caiosed it to assume an importaosne 
dranod to be ùAaX to it, for in tbe year 1195 Pfaiiip 
Augnstus, fighting againsi Bichard Cœur de Lion, attaeked 
it in tiie nigfat, sacked it, took prisoners the principal inku^ 
bttaiits, and bnmt tbe vessels. It took more than a centmy 
td Décorer fiom this blow, and was just beginning to flouxt^ 
at befere, wben it passed iinder the domînion of Franoe '«vîtk 
tbe eession of the rest of Normandy. 
. Tbtts cession, altbon^ it answexed political ends, was 
aliaost as âital to Dieppe as Philip Augnstus' attack. La 
fâst it was not nntii the place was retumed to the BngJi^ 
Qrown, that it seemed to revive from the l^hargy into wludi 
aé many misfortnnes had thrown it. For the second ttue^ 
however, and in the midst of prosperity, until then unknoim, 
it was wrested from England, by the hardy and détermina 
Lonis XI, Under this King and the other Sovereigns, imtil 
Louis XIY., it remained a misérable collection of fishermen's 
hnts. During the reign of the latter monarch, pour comèle 
de' malheur, an English âeet attackedthe town, and thèse few 
nnretched habitations, as well as the old château of Charle» 
magne, were left a poor heap of smoking niins. The splmdid 
mcnarch then completely absorbed in the insane idea of making 
aparadise of Versailles, would bave paid little attention tothe 
misfortunes of Dieppe, had he not refiected on its proixi- 
mity to England, and the évident discontent of the Die|^is 
wlten comparing their position under the Ciowns of Eng^d 
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bvild np agsiïï ihe prioeipal stivets wincli bad been laid wasfe 
hy tlie enemj. TWs wa» donein the most ccononrical manner, 
âaê, for tbart reason» when Dieppe had risen from her raîns, 
ille wSd appeanmee aîphe Mcldle Age — tiie pî^on roofs, tbe 
massire door$p, and sculptuiied casrements lad disappeared; 
Il wa« noir a clean, regnlar poor-looking^ yfflage. In 1880 
ibe town entered a new cycle of existence, wMcb no more 
leeembled tife pa«t than the présent fishermen's boat i^embles 
^ frml, audacxons barques that transported to the New 
Worid tbe name, tbe gentns, and tbe civîKsatïon of 
limace. It was bere tbat the dsrrîng navigator Duqaesne 
was bom. A statue of him adoms tbe Hace Nationale. 
Fassing tfartnigh a bye^rcct yeaterday, I obserred tbe 
^lowing inscription carved in the stone over the door of a 
reiy bnmble dweïïîng : " Ci-^aqtni m Van 1702, et mourut 
en 1164. Michel — (what, treaeheroas memory, bas the 
name ab-eddy flown ?) — ekromçuewr, Bteppoie.*' Ail bononr 
to Dieppe ! Many a larger and finer toim bas forgotten 
more qoickfy tbose wbo wielded tbe pen for their instractio» 
or amusement. Tbe principal récréation in Dieppe seems to* 
be confined to the Casino. This is a iîne bnildlng made of 
iron and glass. The pariEon on the right is a bilHard- 
loom; that on tbe left a reading>room ; and the centre 
psfiBon, bigher and more piofnsely decorated tban the rest, 
is eroifded cvery day (in spite of the bad weather) by ladîes 
and gentlemen wbo corne to bear a band, wMch we are told, 
in tbe prospectus of the establishment, exeeutes de bnUanùn 
symiphomee. With briUantes I will not cavil, the word msy 
bave différent meaaings ; bnt iympkome brings with it sneb* 
ideas of melody, of d&t$eewr, that ï protest against its bein^ 
i^lied to tbe horrible attempts at tbe orertaies of M^ 
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Diavolo and Masaniello, and a " Frayer/' composed bj th» 
leader (this prayer, by-the-bye, is enough to make one ra-> 
nounce oiie's religion and country), which form the réper^ 
Unre of tlie band, to whose diabolical strains we are doomedL 
to listen e\ ery day. I say doomed, because one mnst £^ 
ihere — thcre is notbing else to do. The weatber is nofe 
pleasant for excursions ; if it were there is a famous château 
not far oif, and tliere are other places of interest tbat we 
oould visit. Another diversion of the guests seems to be 
ftaiing at tbe nev^ corners. You make your fîrst entrance 
into tbe casino, and immediately become tbe point of in- 
terest. Eye-glasses, lorgnons, and sometimes lorgnettes, are 
dirccted upon you, and are kept fixed on you with a persis- 
tency tbat causes tbe blood to mount up to your temples, 
and the tbougbt to présent itself forcibly to your mind tbat 
there is a countiy (and tbat at only fîve hours' distance 
too) where to stare is considered very rude; but by-and* 
bye you get used to tbis, and, strange to say, find yourself • 
falling into the same bad habit ; in fact, you take a malicious 
pleasui e in making otbers feel tbe same annuyance tbat you 
bave experienced ; human nature is so perverse. Tbe Em- 
peror and Empress visited tbe place in 1853, and the town. 
bas been grciitly improved since, according to the Emperor'a 
instruction. Tbe Empress iuterested herself very mucb in 
the commendable task of beautifying the town, and a plain, 
ihen arid and drear enough, ivbich stretches along tbe sea- 
ooast in front of tbe mairie (tbeir temporary résidence), was 
traced out into grass-plots, parterres, &c, by her Majestj. 
But, alas ! tbe grim old océan is jealous of ail mortal de* 
lights, and no sooner does the grass spring up than he sends 
a " killing blpst " to make it fade away and die. In the 
«entre of tbe principal grass-plot there still remain somo 
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flovera growing, strange to say, that seem to tlirive on tbe 
air which sends tlieir kindred to au early <>;rave. Tiiey say 
tbat the Ëmpress planted thèse flowers there berself, nnd tho 
broDzed old fisherman gives as a reason for their sui*viving the 
dangers that surrotind them, thnt the sea respects tbe work 
of those fair Impérial hands. Wbat a pretty idea! Its 
poetry represses the sinile which lis absurdity provokes. In 
approaching Dieppe by sea one is struck by its reserablance. 
to Dover ; a grim old tower uow convcrted into a caserne, 
standing on a high bluff to the right, l)rings forcibly to mind 
Dover Castle, and Albion's white clifts. But the resem- 
blance is lost when, on toiichinu^ ihe shore, we contrast the 
higb stiff white cap, short briglit-oloured petticoat, and neat 
buckled sboes of La Normandie wiib ihe non-characteristic, 
and often not overdean, attire of the womeii of Dover. 
Besides the boon of listening to the brillantes sjjmpkoiùt'8 of 
the band of the Casino in the afternoon, we hâve an occa- 
sional soirée dansante in the cveniiig. The dancing bas not 
been very gênerai up to the présent time, being almost con- 
fined to the English girls, who seem wisely to hâve detcr- 
mined to enjoy themselves at Dieppe. Last Wednesday 
they indnlged in sundiy galops and daux temps vaUea, which 
went off very well in spite of the bad music. As my sex 
will préserve me firom reciiving a challenge to fight ail the 
sous-lieutenants in the French army, I niay say there are a 
great number of that highiy honour.ible class hère. Every- 
where one goes one meets them in crowds ; it was a matter 
of astonishment to me that there were so many officcrs in a 
liegiment. Somebody bas wittily sa d : — " Des officiera — il 
en faut, mais pas trop, dieu non.'' I am snre the person 
who said that must bave lived at Dieppe. There they como 
with that interminable uniform, blue i'rock coat aud brick* 
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ndL tnmsem. At the bail the delicioiu strains of a t 
ttmp9hegm; joa see Gaptaiii Charlea— — — , of the Onnu»- 
îtiar Guarda, hastening acrosa ilie room» yon kiM>w he ie 
going to aak ''tiie pleasme," &c., but bcdfoïe he haa iuui 
time to approach, a horrid, nglj, common, diaagreealrib (£ 
iasist on the invectives) !Prench sous-lieatenant bas bifiied 
in yoor ear, ''Mademoiselle, aurai-je rbonneor?" T0« 
listeit to no more ; you know ' wbat he means, yoa loik 
appealingly to marna; she cannot aid yon. Captain Chaiies 
it standing at your side looldng daggera at your tormeBEtor ; 
yoa daie not refuse, because you are not engaged, and yoia 
lOÈiBm besides, tbàt muob ill-feeling bas arisen in this -vtry 
town by English giils refosing to daace witb the Ffeneli 
offioers, and so you resign youiself to your fate. It ia s 
wofse one tban you expected ; for, while you start off in 1^ 
most approved deust-tem^s step, your êoMeur ia executing a 
séries of slow-measnred gyrations whicb remind Cafrtaîn 
Gbarles so mucb of tbe movements of tbe wooden figmea on 
an Italian organ that be smiles in spite of himself, àltboi^ 
be would die ratber tban commit a breacb of etiqnettt. 
TotL stop, and bave an explanation aa to tbe step yon do 
daaee (and tbe one be does not^ par parenthèse), and a^ laat 
sooceed in getting your soua-lieutenant off in a sort of jn» 
oKoéleréy whicb is a capital tbing for marching to the asaault, 
bnt is open for improvement for ball*room purposes. Ifa 
doue at last ; and, to do tbe poor fellow justice, be seem 
ianoensely gratefùl. He réitérâtes bis tbanks, as be bows 
bîniself backwards ont of your sigbt, as if yon were a Iktle 
golden-baired queen. Some sage said tbat eveiy fiw 
nmutes converse witb a buman being gave cause for reieo* 
tkm ; and as you watcb your danMenai^è retreating form, ît 
stiâcea you tbat tbat aristocratie Captain Cbarlea doea say. 



PHOTOOBAFHS OF FABIS UFE. SSl 

" Ail, tîiank you," in a nonchalant sort of way, after your 
vaùei wîtli hîm. We must not think that this type is tbe 
onfy one of tbe Frencli officer. We ail know that mai^ a 
boy, wïïose origin nobody knows, now forces bis superiors by 
birtli to make bim one of tbem. He îs more tban tbeîr 
equal by bis valour; but in many régiments (osually not 
those of tbe line) we find tbe living représentatives of ail 
tbose brîlliant names tbat for centuries back bave resounded 
tbrougbout Europe, for wbom princesses bave left tboir 
tbrones, and, far from tbinking of a mêsallîanct, were but toc 
proud to assocîate tbeir names and destinies with tbose wbo 
by tbeir valour were sovereîgns, and by tbeir birtb tbe finest 
flowers of la première noblesse de France, 



LETTER LII. 



Boobts abont Court Gaieties — Cause of tbe Smpress's Yisit to 
Sootbnd— Privai Tbeatricals-— A Good Story— Snooe» of 
tbe New Comedy — ^The Archives of the Comédie FiançMae 
— ^Mario — ^Deterioiation of the Prench Drama — " The Eat- 
able Bouquet." 

Paris, Priday, November 98, 1860. 
Ths Parisîan fasbionables] are watcbing with great anxiety 
tiie morements of tbe Empress in Scotland. WiU she or wiZl 
she not attend tbe grand bail given by tbe Duke and Duehess 
of Hamilton ? If ber Majesty sbould be présent, tbcre î» 
liWfc doubt tbat the customary ffestivities of tbe Court will be 
kept np tbis year as usual. But if sbe déclines going, it is 
lâtdy l^t, beyond one grand bail after the New Tear'a 
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leoeptions (at wbicli perliaps ber Majesty wîll not appear)» 
ihere will be veiy bttle gaiety at Court tbis year. The 
Emperor, it is true, is abeady beginning io obséire less 
strictly bis mourning for bis sister-in-law, the Ducbess d'Albe. 
His Majesty bonoured tbe Italian Opéra witb bis preaencô 
last Tuesday nigbt. La Traviaia was given, witb Penco as 
'* Violetta." 

Tbe departure of the Empress bas, of course, given rise 
to a tbousand wild reports. Myriads of stories (ail, of course, 
derogatory to tbe cbaracters of tbe Impérial couple) are now 
afloat. How is it tbat Mr. Smitb and Mrs. Jones know so 
perfeclly everytbing tbat tbe Emperor does and says? Tbings, 
that even tbose wortbies say are carried on with tbe greatest 
secrecy, are as well known to tbem as if tbey tbemselves were 
tbe perpetrators. Wliy do Englisb people take sucb a deligbt 
in repeating, and 1 fear augraenting, thèse scandalous stories ? 
Tbe Empress's departure can be easily and trutbfully 
accounted for. Her Majesty received a great shock in tbe 
dealb of her sister — tbe more severc because almost entirely 
nnexpccted. Perbaps that gentle beart allowed some self- 
reproacb to mingle with ber grief ; for was she not, at the 
veiy moment her only sister was expiring, far away and join- 
ing in tbe brilliant fêtes tbat tbe Frencb subjects of the 
Colonies were only too bappy to offer ! Alas î one of the 
penalties of Sovereignty is tbat the affections of the beart 
must so often give way to tbe requirements of tbe position. 
The first outburst of grief over, the Empress conceived that 
she berself was sufferbg under tbe very malady whicb bas 
deprived ber so suddenly of ber loved sister. Silent and 
desponding, she became almost bypocbondriacal ; and fpr this 
reason tbe Emperor begged her to accept tbe offer of hiis 
cousin, tbe Duchess of Haïuilton, as be believed tbe sojoiint 
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in Scoiland and freedcm from courtly étiquette would arousa 
lier from her meloneholy. It is said tliat the Empress îs 
displeased with the mauner in wbich the Duchess d'Âlbe'è 
limerai was conductec?. Her Majesty deems that it uould 
Laye been more consistent with her position if the late 
Suchess had been buried with the pomp due to the sister of 
the Empress than with the quiet cereinony used for any ordi* 
nary lady of rank. Let us hope that in a few \v( eks the 
1>eautiful Eugénie will retum to us with renewed healili and 
strength, which the invigorating air of the Spottish Alps (as 
the French call the Highlands) so oitcn gives to feeble frames. 
Of course, the winter private amusements hâve not yet 
begun. The latter part of December wiU only find oui 
fashionables waking up for action — that is, dancing action. 
In the meaniime il faut se disiraire/siud for that laudable 
purpose our Faubourg St. Germain belles and beaux aie 
studying hard, and ransncking " iiiaiiy a volume of forgotten 
lore," to bring out some of those delij^htfidly somniferous 
Ibrench tragédies which are now, thaiik fate, almost consigned 
to oblivion even by the Management of the Théâtre i^rançais» 

The Duchess de la R hns caused four of her maguificent 

talonê to be oonverted into a tlieatre, upon the boards of 
irhich will appear three aspirants to histrionic fume. Ot 
course the audience will be as aristocratie and sélect as the 
actors, and the only cifficulty is, where to find people to hiss ; 
for thèse performances are to be so like the real sta:.e that 
even the soeurs are not to beexcluded. Somebcdy sug^^ested 
that the discarded lovers of each laly should iiiss h« r, and 
the présent favoured ones shotdd applaud. This was rejeetcd^ 
as the ladies feared thi't surprise would hc occasioned h\ ihe 
immense number of rejecttd ones who would Hud seats, aa 
ihe once darling chérù of their littl inconstant hear«s. The- 
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diessmakers' rooms are &11 of Eoman aaid Qreciaii cosfcuaea ; 
thé bootmaker bas e^eiy yariety of sandaL; and evea the 
artista h&Ye a haad in thîa gênerai iheatrical maiiia. 

A good atoiy is told of Madame de C , noted in Pari» 

for her beautiful figuie, who went to a cdebiated acfciat bexe 
and desired him to sketch a dress for her to weai in the Qid, 
the first pièce to be prodaced. '^ I want," said she, '^ « 
profusion of drapery, which must £all vezy nnich off tbe 
ehoulders. A long training robe, but still ahort enougk ia 
ficont io show n^ feet and ankels, which will be enoaaed in 
charactenstic sandals. Try to show my ann to iha beat 
advantage also. But, as I play a character of great modesty» 
you must manage to attain ail thîs, and still make me appear 
(as I am) veiy chary of my charma." '' I understand pe^- 
fectly what you waat. Madame," said the witty artist; 
*' quelque chose qui laisse tout voir sans rien montrer." 
The little distinction, almost without a différence» in the two 
verbs will be readily appreciated as a cutting reproach ta 
the over vain and not over modest lady. 

The new comedy, La Considération, at the Français, ha« 
met with unqualified success — in fact, it far surpasses expec*- 
tation. One great drawback is its being in verse. How 
difficult for the most impasaioned actor to throw life aiid 
vigour into speeches each lineof which has a rhyming tennis- 
nation ! It is not often we see this style of writing empioyed 
on other boards than thoâe of the Français or the Odéoa. 
Hère the aspirant for dramatic honours is also desiroos of 
a seat at the Académie Française and therefore La Ckm^ 
sidération, like other pièces of the same dass» is more a 
literary production than a ** telling " comedy. M. Camille 
Doucet is the author. The well-known actors who, long eie 
this, hâve reached the last round in perfection's ladder, really 
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^sniptssed tliemselves in tbîs pièce. Delannay, Eégnier, and 
Bffesaant oarried off the honours at the first représentation. 

Talking of the Comédie Enmçaiae, it is announced ihai 
-Ae aïohives of this anoient théâtre are about to be publisbed. 
It 18 said tbat from the yesat 1664 to the présent time there 
hâve been preser^ed the most curious documents relative to 
tiie origin of the théâtre, and of suocess and Mlure, even 
uiider the management of Molière. For many years also 
there bas been kept a journal or ddaiy, written by the dj£- 
ISeieiit actors and actresses belongingto the company. Talma, 
Mlle. Mars, Eachel, Bressant, Eégnier, and Provoet<-— ail 
hâve contributed ; and it is affirmed that this diaiy containg 
sot only a very inteiesting détail, but the most amusing and 
eurious incidents that hâve happened to the actors themselves 
<m and off the stage. Added to this there will be given fao- 
similies of many letters and autographs of oelebrated persons, 
the originale of which are in the hands of the Management. 
There is little doubt that when this book appears it wiH 
be eagerly seized upon by the theatre^oing public of Paris. 

I announced Mario's rentrée at the Italiens in my last 
letter. Sinoe then, he bas appeared in several opéras, and 
each time gives less and less satisfaction. His voice seems 
not only to bave lost its power, but it retains none of that 
sweetness which in days of yore so charmed his hearen. 
Gardoni bas played the small ténor parts, but even his 
alender voice is drowned in a cold, and the conséquence is 
that the whole weight of the pièces produoed is thrown upon 
the female performers. To their honour be it said, that 
Penco vocally, and- Àlboni both vocally and physicaDy, are 
quite able to bearit. 

At the Gymnase is about to be produced that detestably 
vttlgar pièce, La Dame am CanUUas, which, having been 
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played at tlie Vaudeville till ail Paris had seen it, is lunr to 
be brouglit out at a théâtre that up to the présent dme bas 
enjoyed the enviable réputation of eschewing pièces oî thû 
Btamp. It is really melancholy to see the change which lias 
taken place in the style of pièces produced at the différent 
Parîsian théâtres withiii the last few years. French play» 
irere fonnerly celebrated for tiieir wit and délicate humour» 
Eveil at the Palais Hoyal, although the style was rather moie 
free than £n(;lish ladies like, the plays brought out weie 
nevertheless full of humour, and had a continuous plot, whid 
kept up the iiitercst to the last. Now how is it ? AU the 
new plays aie des pièces à femme, Some actress, without tlie 
alightest claim to the name, as far as talent is concernée!, has 
pièces written for her, in which she shows to the public liov 
many fine dresses, laces, and diamonds she has in her posses- 
sion, and how many noodlcs (testified by the crowded stateof 
the parterre) she has for adminrs. The pièces, on a par with 
the talent of the actress, présent n stupid mélange of vulgaritj 
and absnrdiiy, renderecl still more vulgar and àbsurd by the 
" gagging '* constantly carried on among the actors. If thÎB 
were discountenanced by the public there would soon be a 
reform; but I regret to say that the rising French geoeratioa 
seem to rclish what thcir grandfathers would not hâve ooiin- 
tetiauced, and, tlierefore, there is little hope of a change. 

Paris h»s long ago carried off the palm îrom other great 
citics for the making of bonbons and ail sorts of sweetmeata» 
Spain, which for many years held the supremacy, can now oo 
longer compete wiih France. Alm«8t eveiy town ia the 
countiy has a apéclalUé for some sort of bonbon, Eouen, for 
instance, is noted for its delicious sucre de pomme; Bourg for 
its pralines ; Paris combines her own effoiis in this Une with 
those of evcry olher French town, and the stmgg^ tat 
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supTemacy now lies between tbe différent confectîone». 

Boissier and Gouache were for a long time in about the same 

rank; but those delicious and iiides'cribable firuiU farùiê^ 

brougbt ont lest year, placed Boissier far in advance of aU 

• competitors. A rival is about to appear in tliis Une, and, if 

! report speaks true, he will prove a formidable one. Certaîii 

it is that a shop, situated in the Eue de la Paix, is being fitted 

up in a style that throws the palaces of the *' Arabian Nighte'* 

far into the shade. A parterre of growing flowers is to 

occupy the centre of the shop, while gushing fountains and 

I uncaged birds will at once make the perfiimed air cool by 

theîr dashing waters, and melodious with the merry chanta of 

the feathered songsters. AU sorts of bonbons can of couisq 

be procured hère ; but the spécialité of the shop — the neplmt 

ultra of good things — is to be "the eatable bouquet!" 

This is neither more nor less than a bunch of real floweiB 

ooyered with crystaUized sugar. The coating of sugar is put 

on while the flowers are stiU on the bush. The flowers axe 

then aUowed to ripen in the sun with the applied sweetness 

added to theîr own. The ingénions inventor is reported to 

I hâve sent a bouquet of violets prepared in this way to the 

i Princess Clotilde. The delicious odour and biîUiant tinta of 

t the flowers are preserved, and when the fair possessor is tiied 

of gazing upon them, she has stiU lefb a feast flt for Hebe* 

I It is said that no bonbon as yet produced can equal ia 

1 deUcacy this floral tit-bit. Boses are prepared in the same 

manner. The effect on them is peculiarly beautiful, the sugar 

I sparkUng like dew after a summer shower. 

j Who could say there was nothing new under the son 

while the Eatable Bouquet remained yet undiscovered ? 
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Anecdote of M. Fonld and the Emperor — A Luckj Pind and a 
Cnrious Bijou— A Blnnder weïl Retrieved — ^The New Ballet 
— Hésitation «s to the Namc — ^Mlle. Livry and her Fre- 
ceptofs — ^Th« EasbioB in Boimets and Cloaks — ^Astrakan fur, 
h»w obtaiiied— A Dochesa's lancj— -The iPcinfiesa Metkcar- 
njeh's ^intei CostuBie— Païkian.Ladks of the ''Monde" 
—The Ladiea' Ckb. 

Pans, Eriday, Norember 30, ISeO. 
Trb* Ministerial changes of course fonu th« leading topic o^ 
ieottfersatioQ as of correspondence this week. The gentleiBen 
kre deeplj engrossed in diseussing this important sulqect, 
andtherefore I suppose I may be permitted to touch upoB H. 
Bnt do not be alarmed I I shall net endeavour to give jou 
n sketch of the past political lîfe of the persons retirin^ ftom 
office, or my idea of the future policy of tbose enterîng upon 
thdr dnties. I shaH merely give a Httle anecdote, ^v^ch 
possesses ihe merit of being tnte, and of remaining as jet 
tmtold. M. Fould, ex-Minister of State, bas, it ia ynXi 
laiown, for years, been the constant follower of the changîng 
fcrtnnes of the Emperor. To prove that even résignation o 
office had not modiôed fais old feeling of affection, M. lFould> 
wben he went to take conffé of bis Sorereign, said, ** Sire, 
in takîng leave of your Majesty, I désire to assure you tbat 
in the future, as in the past, my fortune, my exertions, and 
xoy Iffe are ever at your Majesty's disposai.'* Gbarmed witt 
this speech, the Emperor rose, and with a wann embiaœ, 
said, " Mon cher Fould, those sentiments I receire witb joy, 
as they prove to me that though I bave lost a minister, I 
still préserve a friend." 
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TIm otlwr day, a pedestriau was foitunate enoiigh to fimi 
in tlie ÀTesue des Champs Elysées, a most beautifol ittd 
eurions Hfm», wbieh he immediately conveyed to the Pr^B&« 
tore oii Police. It is a ring, enricbed with a fine ruby, upoa 
wlûdi stone is set a royal crown and the letters " Y.K," aH 
in diamonds. The ruby ffîes open when a secret spring is 
tooched, and undenieath is an ahnost impereeptiUe aterao- 
«oope, the glasses of which are hardly larger than pins' heads, 
snd yet so great is their power tbat they canse to appear as 
hatge as small ybiting eards the portraits of the Prinee 
Consort and the Prince of Wales, whieh are nndemeath. 
Thèse portraits are invisible to the naked eye ; yet with the 
miniature stéréoscope hère employed, even the titles of those 
distiDguished persons, written undemeath the portraits, are 
distinctly visible* This ring« which must of course belong 
to the royal family of England, has been recognised by the 
maker as one which he sent to tbat Court, but which, with 
many other vahiable jewels ordered, never readied its desti- 
nation, the whole a^et having been stolen from a nûlway 
station. The police are making active exertions for the 
discovery of the author of this daring robbery. 

In the présent dearth of wit and repartee in this '^ work 
o' day world," it is a pleasureto record a little bon mot like 
the following. The scène passed in the drawing-room of an 
American lady, who, in spite of her démocratie birth and 
ideas, has weekiy assemblies of ail that is noble and ansto- 
eratic in Paris. The conversation tnming upon the déplor- 
able events of 1793, a young Coimt of the Empire related 
ihe wrongs that his ancestors had suffered in those melaii* 
choly days. At this moment Monsieur T. was announced. 
''Ah, Madame," said the Count, "there is a charming 
çar^ — my best friend — ^yet he is that which of ail tfaings 
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I mot t deiest, a Eepublican." ** Fraiment r said the &ir 
dftughter of Columbia, "les Ripublicains sont donc him à 
détester?'^ " Mais oui /" said the anstocratic aufferer from 
the fury of the French Republicans of 1793. The lady 
amiled. The count percelved bis error — he had forgotten 
her birth and prédilections. The laugh was against bim^ 
his gailantiy temporarily involved. lie redeemed it the next 
dajr ; for before breakfast a liveried servant had brought s 
boaquet, the fiowers of which were so arranged as to repre- 
aent the American ôag. The standard concealed beneath 
ita flagrant stripes and camélia stars the folio wing couplst» 
written in the count's hand : — 

" Les Républicains j'abhorre, 
Les Républicaines j'adore ; 
Et tout ceci pour vous montrer 
Ce que fait le final e'* 

The lady gracioasly overlooked the word adorée exçusing it as 
a poet's licence ; but, fearing licence might degenerate into 
liberty, bas declared she will never attempt rcpartee again^ 

The long-expected ballet, Le PapilUm, haa at last been 
pcrformed at the Grand Opéra. There h'ad been great inde- 
ciaioii in regard to the iiame. The authors feare^ that, in 
spile of Mdlle. Livr^^'s light-footedness, the title might pro- 
Toke invidious compnrisons. The story recurred to memory 
of the unthinking mother who named her daughter " Grâce," 
which when the girl reached womau's estate proved to be a 
aad misuomer. But Taglioni insisted upon Papillon^ and 
lier fiiit was absolu te. The first représentation was, of 
course, brilliant ; the Ëmperor and ail the ladies and gentle- 
men of tiic Court being présent, together with as manj a* 
eould obtain seats of the noble and wealthy foreigners aow 
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in town. The music îs exceedingly pretty, and uncommon^f^ 
well Btiited for dancing ; but I mnst say I ngree with those 
wlio objected to the " Butterfly" appellative. If I had been 
called upon, I ebould bave christened the pièce after the 
*• Grasshopper ;" Mdlle. Livry's long thin limbs being 
exactiy like those of that inoffensive but much-abased inseet» 
while her terrifie jumps most singnlarly keep up the resem- 
blance. The affair is most exqnisitely put npon the stage, 
the last scène far exceeding anything I hâve ever seen in 
briUiancy and fairy effect. Mdlle. Livry was called for ai 
the dose of the ballet, and appeared, leading on her precep- 
tress, the once adored Taglioni. The pupil is incontestably 
the danseuse of the day. She is very young, and it is likehf 
a few years will give her lithe figure that round uess we 
ezpect in the votaries of Terpsichore. 

QuOted bonnets are very much wom this year. They ave 
usnally made with the soft or hanging crown, and of course 
are only wom with dem-toiUttes, Sonitimes they are stitche^ 
with a différent colonred silk from the material itself ; as for 
instance, black silk or satin run with grecn, red, or blue silk. 
I saw one oomposed of black satin, with narrow gold braid 
sewed over the stitching. But gold is hnrdiy consistent with 
ihe n^îigé character of the bonnet. The pattems for qnitt- 
ing are qnite varied. They are no longer confined to the 
squares, which at one time were the only choîce of those who 
desind quilted bonnets. New the material is sent to be 
marked like biaiding, and the quilting is therefore yery even, 
as of course the Unes must be carefully foUowed. "The 
walls of Troy " pattem is very pretty aiul new for bonnets. 

The last novdty in doak-trimming is that black cuHy 
for, called *' Astrakan,'* which made its appeanince at the dbss 
of ksi winter. I say, made its appearai^ce — ^I mean amonf 



34£. IfiOIOfiBAPHS 09 PABIS LUS. 

the cftviliaed worid — for ii kas beea Qfled ficom time i 
nonai liy the lâ^ber class of Pecsiaiiis. Tliese dûgaatiiigfy 
dktj, bot DO doabt higfalj intereetiiigpenaiis lisvetkarluitsy 
or ehéipeanx, or whatever tiiey call theîr sogar-loafiBd Inad- 
gear, trimmed witli this far — «Unost as great a larity as sonp ' 
aod «aier in tàeîr oountiy » being noiliiiig less than lie fin <if 
tha Mi^on» Uack aheep. Tmagine how aiaoy ''netfaers oC 
tbe fold" aie sacrifioed m Persia to obtain tUs objeci et 
ciipiicioas fancy. K a4 tiie *' Astmcaa " wom in Fana tins 
jfoar had onae to os in this barbarous maïuier, sb^iocds and 
shqiherdesaes might go haag up theii ciooks and tàeioadves 
atonoe» for their flocks must bave been eid^^rminated by ibis 
one of fashion's freaks. But some ingénions peraon haa 
loanaged to imitate the article in woollen staff. Tha^ agxn, 
tbe coats of young white sbeqp aie dyed to look like ikoae of 
tbeirlittle black bietbien. By tbis new wbim of taate tbe 
*' blaok sbeep of ihe flock '* (a i^noa. usaaOy syncm^finoiis wîtk 
eroyAing ihat îs bad) is aaddenly nûaed to a bigb degree of 
iv^ortanoe. " So wags the worid." 

Tbe bad weaiber bas osnsad a «aat namber of Bafanonl 
potliooats to make tibeir afjpearaaœ. Those ooming ânn 
TCf^»^ oaiiied dbe day «util ooe of tbe «el^iratad dieaa-. 

makacs indooed tbe Dachess de M t» wear jatber « 

novel one, manulactiired bere; it was lOonposed of rad 
nwrino^ aod bad sewed nmod the bettom black oikb»t^ 
aboat a fuarter of a yard wide. Patent lealâier 'Balmandl 
boot^ leacbing ûht tboffe tbe «aide, and sed stocU^gi^ 
aaoEpnpanied tUa singolar petdooat,, wMtk leoûadad me o£ 
the costiune of tbe Witches m Maçbeék^ as the npper pertaoR 
of tbe oîkloth wttB cot lato deep points. 

Altogetber. ûtd imfcer ûuhîaBS baire tbis yiaer a dooidei 
tanteMvytotbe ''iaat" ^h. GkiaJb, ont veiy abari^ «iL 
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composed of tbick sbiggy doibs, onuanented with laxgj^ 
buttons ; the sleeves almost tight, and nther oa the " peg- 
top " principle. With their tiny hands, coqaettisUy plftced 
ia tbe capaôous pockets of this lather peculiar greot-coat^ 
aad their little feet eacased in three-guinea boots of a studied 
coaœeiiess, our Parisian belles may daily be seen promeoading 
near the omamental water in the Bois de Boulogne. The 
Fiinoeas Mettemieh wore yesterday a blaek velvet diess-Hi 
thick grey coat as descnbed above — a black velvet bonnet 
with white laoe curtain, triniming light l^ue feathen under* 
neath, and blue velvet strings — ^gloves, lemon-coloured. This. 
lady, who is fÎEur from being pretty, has been called the leader 
of the ton, and the title she has undoubtedly acquired by thi^ 
readiness with which she adopts fashions which please her^ 
whether thej are risquées or not. Peculiar dresses, that 
inAny another lady would shrink âoni wearing, for fear q£ 
iizing more "attention than any modest dante can meet. 
without a blush," are eagerly seized upon by the Pnnœas* 
It appears that this lady's principal topic of conversation Uk 
her own ugliness. She laughs at it, and ealls herself le sing^ 
à la mode. Of her it is that a veiy high personage (of course 
of the maie sex) said, " Elle était inventée pour prouver que 
la beauté n'est pas nécessaire/' 

Thèse poor ladks of the '' Monde !" one cannot be severe 
with them when one reflects that they hâve no earthly em- 
ployment to occupy their brains, and not enough of the com- 
modity to find any for themselves. To change a life of dreaiy 
monotonous luxury, they rush to any extrême— ^xcess in 
dress in some, simple désire of admiration in others, while 
with a large proportion laying aside the convenances is a most 
common method of producing a piquant change of ideas. It 
has been said that nothing resembles a grisette so much as a 
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grtmiê dame;' and riever Lave I been 6o struck witb ike 
iroih of tlûs as within tbe last month. Walking on the 
BonleTards witb a fenaale friend in tbe eveniDg — than wbîcb 
iheir sainted grandmotbers wonld sooner bave attempted 
Blondin's perilous trip over Niagara — ^visiting tbeatres, wbere 
ibe only amusement is effrénée dancing, and songs full of 
mlgar inuendos — ^tbese are tbe amusements of tbe damea du 
plus grande monde of tbe présent day. Tbis, tbougb taken 
np by tbem, did not originale witb Frencb ladies. It began 

witb a Bussian noblewoman, Mme. de ^koff, and tbe 

Polisb ska, and tbe Spanisb do ; tbe samc ladies 

wbo bave organîzed for tbemselves, at a celebrated German 
watering place, a Ladies' Club, where lying on divans ail day 
long, smoking cigarettes, drînking cbampagne, receiving 
tbeir admirera, and reading Frencb novels of tbe worst 
stamp, tbey manage to kill time. And ail tbey give in ex- 
èbange for tbis desideratum is bonour, self-esteem, bealth, 
Sirengtb, an originally noble mind, beauty, love, and religion! 
•* En vérité, très peu de cbosp! " but enougb to firigbten aay 
eue wbo, albeit of tbeir enviable (?) monde^ knows — 

" this tpatli (enougb for man to know), 

Yirtne nlone is bappiness below ; 

Tbe only point wbere boman bliss stands still. 

And tastes tbe good witbout the fall to iU.'* 
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MR. WILLIAM TINSLEY'S 

LIST OF NEW WORKS. 



Just Publiahed, price Pive Shillings^ 
A NEW WORK 

BT 

MR. BLANCHARD JERROLO, 

BKTITLBO 

eHROKICUBS OF THE CHUTCH. 

This work oonsists of a séries of qaaint stories and papers, contribuied 
by Mr. Jcnold to " Household Words." 

'* No OM eau take np this volume, and lead a few of its pages, wiihoit 
al onee admittisg that mucfa of tbe racy humour aod sarcaftiin ntteranoi 
of ihe kle Douglas Jerrold bas been inherited by bis 9on"'^BâlP$ 

**lTnder tbia quaint iitle Mr. Jerrold asks tbe soffraga of tbe pnUft 
Ibr a Ttry picasant little Tdume. . . . We ? eutnre to ssy that Mr. Jerrold 
te iBiMgad bia eoniiMting matler very akilfolly."— ItfatflhiM lanim 

JfCWV. 



Mf, WîlUam Tmley'ê LUù ofNew JForks. 

NEW WORK BT ME. BITCHIB. 
Just FaUiahed, priée Eive Shillings, 

&BOIJT LOITDOH. 

BT 

J. EWINQ RiTCHIE. 

Juthar of The Night Side ofLondon;* ''Eere and There in Landosê^" 
•* The Lmdon PnlpU,'' ^. 

Contents: — ^Newspaper People — ^Spiritnalism— About Coal««> 
Highgate — ^Tom Tidler's Ground— Westminster Abbey — Lon- 
don Charities — Pedestrianism — Over London Bridge — ^The 
Honse of Gommons and the Earlj Closing Movement — ^Town 
Morals — The same suliject oontinoed — ^London Matrimonial — 
Breachof-Promise Cases — ^The London Volunteers — Crijoinal 
London — Concerning Cabs — ^Free Drinking Pountains—Con- 
clnsion. 

" Mr. Ritchie ought to be a popolar anthor, and largely read by a 
nameroos and highly respectable class." — Athenœum. 

"fhey mt «Il wiitten «ilb jBach almowledge of cach aaljeot ai nâgU 
be expected from a perceptive and accorate obserrer, who bas gained hia 
eiperienae from kîmaelf, wh3e t^ doBcriptiTe wriiâng is tbat of a prac- 
tised hand." — Bluttrated Londo» Newt. 

*^ W« osa gire «o tMs ^roilt omr keaHMit praîse. * Aboat Lm^ob *' ia 
wiiMea by ono wlMse lAjeot îs as wméi to niStriMt as to aamae, aid lA» 
saeesédB witkoDt-anyapparoiftoffoituidoi&gMk. WémywHàoatai^' 
apparent effort, becauBe Mr. Ritcbie's sketcbes are too bold to bealtf, \Sm 
slyletooAiettfcaiidMtedtabaUkoand. Notintbstaadii««ikii, «Abaat 
IuméoiL' displ^ an amont of mdustiitiMt fmaKch Mqr tmàf ami 
^■H^andakMvMgeof mmmi msafw f>tiA mritf «yirôrtwi nik 
active expérience, moreover — can supply." — lÀUrary Oagette. 



''The sabjects for the most part are familiar to us, and the easy and 
unaffected style in which they are treated is always sure to gratify mth- 
ont wearying the rcader.** — Mûrning AdverfUer. 

" Mr. Ritclûe has abneaiy g^iren ns varions woeIeb devoted to metropoli^ 
tan sabjects, such as ' The Night Side of London,' ' The London J^olpit,' 
' Hère and There in London.' His Tohime 'Abont Tiondon' TriU, no 
donbt, be as widely circnhited as its preâecessors. In it he comrounicates 
a wt mass of infonnatian in a pleasant, gossiping style." — OluttmM 
News of the World, 

" Mr. Ritchie is well and favonrably known as one of those writers 
who, whilst possessed of a keen and observant eye, remarks ail tèe social 
inconsistencies of which hnman sodety in the great modem Babylon, ia 
conposed, and apares neithier those who may be said to hold the laagDifie 
of the first miirderer — * Am I my brother*s keepcrf* nor others, who 
gro?el in the sensuality, which speedily deforms man into little less than 
the beast of the earth. In this, the last of the several books in which he 
has related the doings of London life, high and low, he does not enter so 
fnBy hrto the mysteries of the nngnlar caieer of the Anbs of ow Màu i È i, 
but touches matters on a somewhat hi^^er level with the same forée «nd 
intelligence, which he has hitherto manifested, combined wîlii a more 
génial and pleasant refinement, which wiU commend its information to 
those who may hftVB been dispoaed to be somewhat hypeeoritical as to 
the adyisability of too dosely ' hokKiig tèe mirrar np to nature,' and 
shomag viee its own defermiiy and hoizûr." — BelPs WeeUji Me§§tn^r» 

" The new book by Mr. Kitchie, entitled ' About Tjondon,' fully sustains 
the reitatatioB of tbe anthor of ' The Night Side of London.' It is, both 
in BMiter and mauier, a mest readable volume. In a séries of tw«nty 
chapiers the more conspicnons and cfaaracteristic places and persaus «bnift 
LoMlon are adaurably aketched. The author indulges in aU his modal» 
He is observant, penetrative, didactic, satirical, and reflective. Healib» 
ebea£a]aess, and hope, howerec, are the pervading tonas of this vrork. 
Whetber the aulgect be the 'Newspaper People,' 'Spiritnaliam,' 'hofuktL 
Geati,' or ' Oriminal London»' he has the happy dispoeitioa of ( 
good «Ad «DBoblÎBg lesiOBB and influence ùool each and alL" — iVwi» . 



Mr. JFiUiam Tindey's LUi qfNew Wbrh. 

NOW READY: 

A New Edition, revised ai^d greaUy enlarged, with a foll Indei, 

DR. WARDROFS VALUABLB WORK: 
ON THB NATURE AND mEATMENT 

OF THE 

DISEÀSES OF THE HEÂRT; 

COMTAIKINO AL80 80ME 

3ÏBW VIEWS OF THE CIRCULATION OP THE BLOOD, 

WlTH 

AN ACCOUNT OF THE MUSCOLO-CAnDIAG, THE PULMOCARDIAC, 
AND THE YENO.PULMONABT FUNOTIONB. 

BT 

JAMES WARDROP, M.D., 

SiBrgeau io thê perton of Oforf^e IF., TeVow of the Royal Sodefj^, émd 

^ih$ E/iya/ Citlhge of Surgeons of Edtnburgh; Felfow ofihe Boyêl 

Culhffe of Surgeons of Engfand ; Member of the Impérial 

Academy of Meditdne of Paris, Moscow, Si, Petersburg, 

and Wd»a; Member of the Royal Médical and 

Surgiea/ Society of Berlin, and of the Médical 

Society of Leipsie, ^c. ^e. ^e, 

' A VEW EDITION, CASE7ULLT BETISED, WITH COKSIDSIIABIX 
ADDITIONS, AND A COFIOUS INDEX. 

[Large Octavo^ ISs* 

^ Altogether Dr. Wordrop's treatîse can be read by even the weptie 
with both interest and advantage, for it is always as usefol in medidne, 
Bot leas than in politica, to look at sabjecta from two pointa of liew." — 
TkêJPress, 

• **ï)r. Wardrop bas atudied the aérerai stepa whereby the adenee of 
pbyneal diagnosîa bas attained the proiimate certainty it at preaent boaita. 
He haa traced ito progreas, and marked ita aouroea of error. If hewithhelda 
tlia fU] measure of hU approval from that relianee on paidy phyaiori 
pbeaomena which constitutea the dogmaa of material aeholaata, it ia thaï 
Ihainyatery of vital action niay be atudied in no mechanical apirit» aad 
that reaulta proclaiming changea acoompliahed may be diatinguiilied tnm 
I «hich indicate operationa in progreaa.*'— Ifomia;^ J'oti, 
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inai Fablished, the Second Edilion, revised, coirected, and 
greatly enlarged, of 

MR. GEO. AUQUSTUS SALA'S 

NAREATIVE 
OF THE GRAKD 

YOIaUNTEER reyiew» 

TO WHICH 18 ADDED AN ACCOUNT OF THB 

WIMBLEDON SHOOTING-MATCH. 

%* This Edition, which bas been enlarged by Sixteen Pages» 
contains a correct list of ail tbe Volunteer Corps that were 
reyiewed bj Her Majesiy, with tbe name of the Commander, 
description of dress, and number of eacb Company ; as weli as a 
foU accoont of tbe Grand Rifle-Matcb at Wimbledon. 



PRICE SIXPENCE, POST FKEB, 



Tbe Maming AdveriUer says : — 

" We anticipate an immédiate and eztensive sale for this opportOM 
aad patriotic pnblioatioD. It U a beautiful written and graphie narrative 
of oae of tbe greatest eTents— perhapa in its political and military bearinga 
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the greatest event — of the presest centary. Mr. Sala has eridently 
writtea ont of tlie fulness of his heart, and the resuit is an éloquent and 
yîvid litennry reriew of tbe gpreatest milUary Voioateer Review wMcL bas 
ever been witnessed in this or in any other country. Mr. 'Hnsley bas 
done good senrice to his coiintry in perpetnatiog the détails of that great 
erent by so able and popular a pen as that of Mr. George Augustus Sala, 
and in publishing the little work at so moderate ft priée as to place it 
ifithin the reach of ail." 



PREPARING FOR IMMEDIATE PUBLICATION. 



A New, Revised, and Enlarged Edition of 

THE NIGHT SIDÏÏ OF LONDON. 

THIKD EDITION. 

BT 

J. EWING RITCHIE, 

AUTHOR Oï ** ABOUT LONDON," ETC. 



LONDON: W. TINSLEY, 314, STEÀND. 
And may be ordered of ail Booksellers, and at ail Railway Stations. 



